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FOREWORD

This analysis of the 0719 October 17th - 2400 October 19th phase of
the Battle for Leyte Gulf, which embraces in general the operations of
the SEVENTH Fleet advance forces in Leyte Gulf prior to D-day and the
Japanese reactions thereto, was prepared by the Naval War College. It
follows directly the preliminary phases including the Battle off Formosa
which were analysed in Volume I, a knowledge of which is essential for
the proper understanding of Volume II. It is based on information from

both Allied and Japanese sources which is wider and --ore complete than
that available to writers on this subject up to this time, It endeavors
to maintain at all times, the viewpoint of the commanders of the units on
both sideýs.

Complete information from all sources was not available to this analy-
sis. This is especially true of Japanes^ AiW and Nat.y aircraft in the
Philippines and of Japanese 3ubmarine op-ra~ions and dispositions. It is
also true concerning the thought processes which mnotivated the principle
Japanese senior commanders. All known sources of such information in the
United States and in Japan were examined with only limited success. New
facts and circumstances, therefore, may comm to light from time to time,
which may change some of the analysis produced herein.

In :iew of the critical nature of thl½ analysis an effort has been
made in certain important situations to place the critic in the position
of the commander in order to obtain the latter's point of view. In em-
ploying this system it is realized that although the critic can often suc-
ceed in placing himself sufficiently near the position of the commander
for any practical purposes, in iany instances he may not succeed in doing
so.

Because of th.3 nature of the Allied victory at Leyte Gulf and the
numerous controversies which have arisen concerning it, as complete a
study a- possible of the operations of this phase has been provided.

This advance phase, as well as the preliminary phases, which pre-
ceded it were a continuing test of the combat ability of the various
commanders on both sides. The pages of history have invariably re-ealed
defects in command in similar situations and it would have been surpris-

This battle reaffirmed the lesson so often forgotten--that the test
of battle is the only test which proves tLe combat ability of commanders.
The ability or lauk of ability of the various commanders in the art of
war became apparent. Valor alone was shown to be ins•=fficient, 'or valor
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is not an attribute of only one race, but is an attribute and a heritage of

maany races. The indispensable qualification for command, the art of war,
was shown to be the ability in combat to apply the science of war to active I
military situations h

The present senior officers of the Navy are well aware of the reasons
for changs in established doctrines and in the developments of rew ones.

But this cannot necessarily be said of the commranders of the Zuture, who
very probably will be inexperienced in commed in war.

Finally, all co-ments and criticisms, the more important of which are
emphasized herein by the employment of capital letters, are designed to
be constructive. By indicating what appear to be sound and unsound de-
cisions, ind the apparent reasons for arriving at them, it is hoped to
provoke earnest thought among prospective commanders and thus to improve
professional judgment in command.
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Preparos draft plan for operation after mid-.October 141
Deadline to complete decisive battle dispositions 141-142
Discussion of deadline 142
Receives reports of enemy operations at Suluan Is)and 142
Intercepts report of Allied air attack. on ILzon 143
Fighters commanded by Army air brigade commanders 143
Makes arrangements for receiving replacement aircraft 144
Remaining operational aircraft (85) 1"4

CHAPTER III - ALLIED OPERATIONS, OCTOBER 18TH 145-203

(A) Operations of COMSOWESPAC 145-148
Receives reporLs of advance operations in Leyte Gulf 145
Receives GHQ SOWESPAC intelligence estimate 145
Discussion intelligence estimate 145-147
Ponders possibility Tokyo Express tactics and orders reconnaissance

Balabac Strait 147
Rendezvous with CTF 77 147
Learns results days operations of THIRD Fleet and advance forces

at Leyte 147
Receives two Submarine Zone Notices 148
(1) Operations of Commander SEVENTH Fleet 148-149

Receives GHQ SOWESPAC tntelligence estimate 148
Learns COMSOWESPAC has ordered recornaissance of Balabac Strait 148
Learns results days operations by CTG 38.4 149
Receives two Submarine Zone Notices 1+49
(a) Operations of CTF 77 (Central Philippine Attack Force) 149-152

Continues toward Leyte 149
Receives routine report3 149
Disapproves CTG 77.4 request to enter Leyte 3ulf D-day 150
Factors considered in reaching this decision 150-151
Is joined by COMSOWESPAC 151
Concerned in regard to protection of southern flank 151-152
Evaluates contact report on three large enemy ships in

Makassar Strait 152
Learns of days operations of ulher forces 152
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(1) Operations of Advance Force 152-157
(a) Operations of CTG 77.2 (Bombardment and Fire

Support Group) 152-157
Weather improves 152
Receives corrected report of operations of

minesweepers showing only limited sweeping effected 153
Decides proceed into Leyte Gulf through minefield

with Group ABLE of FS Unit SOUTH leaving Group
BAKER and FS Unit NORTH in vicinity Point FIN 153

Enters Leyte Gulf with Group ABLE 153
Learns exploratory sweeps in areas FLOAT and in

transport areas had disclosed no mines 154
Decides (a) operate in partially swept waters of

the gulf, (b) conduct underwater reconnaissance
operations of southern beaches despite necessity

to curtail preliminary bombardment, (c) order
uiitm at Area FIN enter gulf, (d) remain in gulf
overnight 154

Reasons these decisions 154
Decides fire preliminary bombardment from 12,000

instead of 7,000 yards 155
Conducts bombardment and underwater operations 155
Group BAKER and Fire Support Unit NORTH enter gulf 155
UDT's suffer casualties 155-156
Receives intelligence from guerillas 156
Receive:ý report southern beaches suitable for landing 156
Learns results landing on Suluan Island 156
Learns of CTG 78.4's operations 156
Reviews days events 157

(b) Operations of CTG 77.4, October 18th
(Escort Carrier Group) 157-160
Flying conditions perfect in Leyte area 157
Launches air strikes against Cebu and Negros 158
Owing to bad weather Negros diverts air strikes to

Cebu 158
Maintains air cover 158
Launches antishipping search 159
Over evaluates success days operations 159
Reasons lack of success 159-160
Enemy air power conspicuous by absence in objective

area 160
(c) Operations of CTG 77.5 (Minesweeping and

Hydrographic Group) 160-162
(1) Onprationrs of Sweep Units 160-162

Progress minesweeping operations 161
Corrects erroneous report previous evening 161-162
Reports results minesweeping operations 162

(2) Operations of Hydrographic Unit 162
(d) Operations of CTG 77.6 (Beach Demolition Group) 162

Discussed under CTG 77.2 162
(e) Operations of CTG 78.4 (Dinagat Attack Group) 162-164

Weather conditions improved 162

C0ý
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(1) Black Beach ONE -- Dinagat Island 163
Completes unloading supplies 163

(2) Black Beach TWO--Homonhon Island 163
Lands without opposition 163
Completes unloading supplies 153
Unit dissolved 163

(3) Black Beach THREE--Suluan Island 163-164
Reports capture enemy documents and results

on Suluan Island 163
(f) Operations of CTG 78.5 (Harbor Entrance Control Group) 164

Entrance Control Group established 164
Tasks Assigned 164

(2) Operations of CTF 78, October 18th (Northern Attack Force) 164-165
Continues toward Leyte 164
Although within range eneno search aircraft, is not

observed 165
(3) Operations of CTF 79 (Southern Attack Force) 165-166

Continues toward Leyte 16!;
(a) Operations of Landing Craft Movement Group 165

Continues toward Leyte 165
(b) Operations of the Transport Group 165-166

Continues toward Leyte 166
Pri:cipal SOWESPAC commanders KING II rendezvous and

proceed Leyte in same disposition 166
(b) Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Group) 166-167

Departs Kossol Passage for Leyte Gulf 166
Composition 166

(c) Operations of CTF 71 (Submarines, West Australia) 166-167
Receives contact report enenm force Makassar Strait 167
Hears Japanese success broadcasts 167
Advises command falseness these broadcasts 167
Notifies BONEFISH of downed airman 167
(1) BREAM and RATON 167-169

(a) BREAM makes radar contact and reports having
contacted three - four heavy units 167-1o8

Discussion this evaluation (phantoms) 168
(b) RATON sights convoy and attacks; claims sinking

three large cargo ships 168-169
(2) ROcK and BERGALL 169
(3) BLUSGILL and ANGLER 169

BLUEGILL sights convoy and attacks, sinks one transport
and two cargo ships 169

(4) DACE and DARTER 169-170
DACE now in Palawan Passage, DARTER in Balabac Strait 170

(5) HAMMEHEAD 170
(6) GUITARRO 170
(7) TANTIVY 170
(8) STOIC and ZWAARDVISCH 170
(9) STURDY 170-171

(10) GURNARD 171
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(11) BATFISH 171
(12) STORM 171
(13) TANTALUS 171
(14) Lifeguard suomarines (BONLFISH, COD, LAPON and PADDLE) 171-172

BONEFISH observes Allied air strikes in Man"La area 171
BONFISH heads for downed aviators 172
COD observes CTG 38.: air strike CHARLIE 172

(15) Submarines retiring from the area (BAYA, CAVALLA, BECUNA,
FLASHER, ROE, SEA POVER, SPITEFUL, TELJACHU, STURDY) 172

(2) Operations of CAAF SOWESPAC, October 18th 172-174
Receives GHQ SOWESIRAC intelligence estimate 173
Discussion failure search plan to cover Brunei 173
Receives orders from COHSCWESPAC maintain special watch over

Balabac Strait night October 18th-19th 173-174
Receives CC*SOWSSPAC Zone Notice No. 10 174
(a) Operations of C.G. FIFTH Air Force 174-175

Issues orders his command 174
Results days operations 174-175
Transfers VPB 146 from Biak to Morotai 175
Unable make long range air strike on Brunei and Visayas

owing shortage shipping 175
THIRTEENTH Air Force attacks Balikpapan 175

(b) Operations of CTF 73 (Naval Air Force) 176
Remains Manus 176
VPB 146 transferred to Morotai 176
Prepares carry out Search Plan "FOX" following moning 176
Searches Search Plan "EASY" in general negative 176
Search Plan "EASY" i;erminated 176
Operations Morotai based search planes 176

(B) CINCPAC - CINCPOA 177-202
(1) Operations of Cowaander Western Pacific Task Forces 177-191

(a) Operations of COMTHIRDFLT 177-180
Planned operations for this day 177
Receives GHQ SOWESPAC intelligence estimate 177
Does not search northern semi-circle 177
Discussion 177-178
Becomes concerned over weather and changes fueling plans 178
Completes evaluation his air attacks October iOth-17th 178
Decides rotate carrier groups for logistics 178
Modifies basic employment schedule 176-179
Discussion modifications 179-180
Receives CINCPOA's Zone Notice No. 44 180
Receives results CTG 38.4 air strikes on Luzon 180
(1) Operations of TF 38 (Fast Carrier Attack Force) 180-189

(a) Operations of CTC 38.1 and CTG 38.4 180-186
Rendezvoused to launch sustained strikes against

central Luzon 181
(1) Operations of CTG 38.1 181

Launches air strikes 181-182
Allied losses 182
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(2) Operations of CTG 38.4, October 18th 183-186
Launches air strikes 2.83
Loses planes operationally owing failure maintain

Point Option 184
Makes night search for survivors 184

Discussion night search 184-185
Allied losses 185
San Bernardino searches negative 185
Enemy air activity 185-186
Days strikes quite successful 186

(b) Operations of CTG 38.2 186-188
Launches air strikes 187
Flying weather undesirable in vicinity task group

but excellent at target 187
Days strikes profitable particularly against shipping 188

( eAllied ofes C 33s 188
(c) Operations of CTG 38.3 188-190

Refuels frcoc oilers and replenishes aircraft from
escort carriers 188

Rejoined by CRUDIV TvIRTEEN and DESDIV 100 189
Allied losses 189

(2) Operations of CTG 30.3 (Salvage Group) 190-191
Fuels from oilers 190
Learns success TF 38 strikes against Luzon 191

(3) Operations of CTG 30.5 (Air Search, Reconnaissance and
Photographic Command) 191

Conducts air searches 191
(2) Operations of CTF 17 (Submarine Force, Pacific Fleet) 191-194

Orders WHALE and SEA HORSE return to Midway 192
Receives STERLET contact report on Japanese cruiser task force 192
Orders submarines MARDU MORGUE and Nagasaki - Sasebo areas attack 192
Learns prospects of fleet action poor 192
Reclassifies certain submarine areas 192-193
Discontinues spezial dispositions CONVOY COLLEGE and MARU MORGUE

and directs sub.tarines there resume normal rotating patrols 193
Discussion of area •eclassification 193
Discussion soundness returning submarines to routine patrol 193
Learns Bungo Suido Wolf Pack Commander in BESUGO hao changed

his dispositions 194
(a) CONVOY COLLEGE, (SAILFISH, ICEk'ISH, SAWFISH, PARCHE, DRUM,

SEA DRAGON, SHARK, BLACKFISH, SNOOK and COBIA) 194-1%
SAWFISH makes torpedo attack on torpedo boat - misses 194
Submarines receive orders cancel their special dispositions

and return to routine patrols 194-195
, IMa SAAIF .. dapart .... to rendezvous for r.turn to

Saipan 195
BLACKFIN contacts submarine - likely NAU,'ILUS 195-196

(b) Northwest Coast Formosa (TANG) 196
(c) Northeast Coast Formosa (SILVER3IDES, SALMON, and TRIGGER

reinforced by WHALE and SEA HORSE) 196
WHALE and SEA HORSE depart for Midway 196
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(d) MARU MOFGUE (BARBEL, SKATE, SAURY, BURRFISH, STERLET
and SEA DOG) 196.-198

SAURY recovers a downed pilot 196-197
STERLEr contacts SECOND Striking Force and receives

poorly delivered depth charge attack 197
STERLET contacts a single destroyer (KASUMI) 198
Submarines receive orders cancelling special dispositions 198

(e) Nagasaki - Sasebo (PERCH and CROAKER) 198
L Arrive on station 19b

(f) HIT PARADE 199-202
(1) The approaches to Bungo Suido (BESUGO, RONQUIL, GABILAN) 199-202

Weather conditions poor, low visibility 199
BESUGO near damn observes one large combatant ship

followed later by a smaller ship entering Bungo Suido 199
GABILAN sights two destroyers heading for Bungo Suido 199-200
Wolf Pack Commander changes his primary objective and

as a consequence redisposes his submarines, seriously
reducing the screen effectiveness 200

Advises CTF 17 200
Discussion Wolf Pack Commanders actions 200-202

(2) The approaches to Tokyo Bay (TAMBOR and GREENLING) 202
(C) Chi.a - Burma - India Theater, October 18th 202-203

(1) Operations of C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force 202
Contacts made by search planes 203
Discussion of contacts 203

CHAPTER IV - JAPANESE OPERATION-;. OCTOBER 18TH 204-264

(A) Operations of CinC Combined Fleet 204-220
Enemy situation not clarified 204
Decides remain Shinchiku during forenoon 205
Learns of air attacks in Philippines 205
Receives (0930) contact report on Allied warships, Leyte Gulf (1030)

contact on carrier task group, and (0500) report on British
attacks on Car Nicobar 205-206

Departs Shinchiku for Hiyoshi, but is grounded in afternoon at Omwua
by bad weather 206

Chief of Staff transfers CRUDIV SIXTEEN to SECOND Striking Force and
new SECOND Striking Force to SW Area Force 206

Chief of Staff crdors SECOND Striking Force to fuel at Takao 206
Chief of Staff adylses Commander SW Area Force that SECCVD Striking

Force was being transferred to his command for counterattack
operations 206-207

Discussion 207
September recomwendato"io of Com.-uader-,.,-- Force and reasons

therefor 207-208
Soundness of recommendations 208-209
Difference between naval and ground decisive battles g09
Policy disagreements in Imperial General Headquarters between Army

and Navy 209
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Responsibility of Imperial General Headquarters 210
SHO One strategic objective 2-1
Chief of Staff issues tentative outline of future

operations to major fleet coamands for planning
purposes and sets X-day as October 24th 211-212

Discussion this outline 212-213
Chief of Staff orders oilers to Coron Bay 213-214
Receives intelligence dispatch from 3W Area Force advising that

Allies were planning land in the Leyte - Samar Area 214
Learns T-Force attack units have departed Kanoya 214
Learns air raid alerts have been issued on Formosa 214
Learns frcm SW AreaForce that enemy planned land between

Dulag and San Jose 215
Learns Cebu attacked heavily by enemy aircraft 215
Learns SECOND Strikir.g Force ordered stand by at Brunei

and Mako 215
Learns days operations 215
Arrives Omura 215
Receives Special Affairs Bureau Imperial General Headquarters

(Navy Section) estimate of limited character of enemy landings 215-216
Army activates SHO One for following day 216-217
Receives various dispatches missed while an route Omura 217
Chief of Staff activates SHO One for Combined Fleet 218
Activation makes little difference surface forces but is

important Base Air Forces 218
Defers issuing over-all operating plan 218
Chief of Staff transfers oilers to Commander FIRST Striking Force 218
Learns SIXTH Base Air Force plans for following day 219
Designates a coammnder for all ferrying aircraft 219
Learns FIFTH Base Air Force plans for following day against Allied

carrier and invasion forces 220
Learns many merchant ships (17) sunk by submarines and planes 220
(1) Operations of Commander Mcbile Force, 0 ctober 18th 220-222

Continues preparations for sortie 220
Shifts flag to ZUIKAKU 220
Learns of Allied operations 221
Learns of transfer of certain units and the tentative

outline for future operations 221
Decides hold personal operational conference at Yashima 221
Discussion thereon 221
Activates SHO One for Main Force 222
(a) Operations of Commander FIRST Striking Force 222-229

Sorties from Lingga - Garan Area 222
Order of departure 222-223
Sortie not coordinated 223
Takes only limited antisubmarine precautiont 224
AKISHIMO and HAYASHIMO arrive off Manila Bay and receive

orders proceed Brunel 225
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Learns o-f Allied activities 225
Composition and disposition of support units

such as oilers and escorts 225-226
Learns CRUDIV SIXTEEN transferred to SECOND Striking

Force for countsrlanding operations 226
Receives Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's outline of

of futurc opertione 227
Is concerneca over X-day (October 24th) and detachment

of CRUDIV SIXTEEN 227-228
Receives directive activating SHO OWe 228
SHO Activation no surprise 228

(b) Operations of Commander Main Force 229-233
Continues preparations for sortie 229
Learns CRUDIV SIXTEEN transferred to SW Area Force 230
Planned composition of Main Force 230
Receives Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's outline of

future operations 231
Learns Commander SW Area Force expects Allies land Leyte -

Sama r 231
Issues instruction concerning Main Force operations should

SHO One be activated 231-232
Receives directive activating SHO One 232
Establishes supply force 233

(c) Operations t'f Commander SECOND Striking Force, October 18th 233-238
Completes refueling at Amami 0 Shima 233
Departs Amami 0 Shiira for Mako 233-234
KASUUI rescues cre-w downed aircraft 234
Contacts submarine (STERLET) 235
Intercepts Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's order placing

him under SW Area Force 235
Receives Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's tencative outline

for future operations 235
HATSrIHARU rejoins 235
Learns SW Area Force has activated "P" Operation 235
Learns CRUDIV SIXTEEN transferred his coxmand which is in

turn transferred to SW Area Force 236
Receives orders changing destination to Takao 236
Directs HATSUHARU proceed independently 236
Receives orders standby Mako, and CRUDIV SIXTEEN standby

Branei 236-237
Receives explanatory dispatch from Chief of Staff SW Area

Force 237
Receives directive activating SHO One 237
Operates under radio silence 237-238

(2) Operations of Commander Advance Expeditionary Force 238-246
Assigns four submarines to Group A and eight to Group B 2J8
Submarine contacted by BLACKFIN 238
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, ceives most of the days dispatches including change in mission 238-239
Submarine comanders should be adequately briefed 239
Receives order activating SHO One 239

(3) Operations of Commander SIXTH Base Air Force 240-249
Receives contact reports (0248, 03C5, 0400, 0405) on three Allied

task groups about 350 mile.) from Formosa 240
Learns morning air searches del-art.ed in staggered manner 240-241
Awaits results T-Force operatiorns 241
Learns of enemy air activities in Philippines 242
Appoints single tactical commander to command all fighters of

same type in same area 242
Discus sion 242
issues orders for reinforcement of uritts o-, Formosa 24ý.-243
Learns SECOND Striking Force transferred to SW Area Force 243
Receives Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's tentative outline for

future operations 243
Notes deviation from Central Air Agreement 243-2"4
Learns of movements of friendly surface forces 244
Learns virtually certain Allies will land Leyt- - Samar area 244
False air raid alert in Tainan Area 244
Issues orders for following days operations 245
Learns T-Force attack cancelled 245
Receives suimmary report Okinawa air searches 246
Receives outline searches for following day planned by his

subordinate commanders 246-247
Receives directive activating SHO One 247
Issues plans for future operations 247
Receives Combined Fleet's instructions regarding reinforcement

aircraft 248
Aircraft strength at the end of day (505 operational) 249

(4) Operations of Commander SW Area Force, October 18th 249-256
Search planes operated from Luzon only 249-250
Receives C.G. FOURTH Air Army directive to his counand 250
Learns Luzon under attack by enemy aircraft 250
Receives reports of enemy activity and composition 250-251
Arwry and Navy apparently not exchanging information adequately 251
Receives contact report (1030) on carrier task force east of

Manila 251
Learns of enemy attack on Car Nicobar 251-252
Learns SECOND Striking Force transferred to his command 252
Receives Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's tentative outline for

future operations 252
Consults with C.G. FOURTH Air Army 252-253
Sends intelligence to major commands 253
Claims poor weather denies proper reconnaissance 253
Necessity for accurate repots 253-254

Executes "P" Operation 254
Learns of -- emy attacks and prospective landing Dulag 254
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Control of voice radio in proximity of enemy 254
Learns of'delay in counterlanding operations 254
Orders S,.COND Striking Force standby at Mako, and CrUDIV SIXTEEN

stand'by at Brunei 254-255
Surmnmarie3 of days activities 255
Recei;es order activating SH) One 256
X-day, important for participation of base air forces because

cy•rtain action required 256
(a' Operations of Commander FIFTH Baso Air Force 257-262

"Launches air searches from Luzon 257
Luzon attacked by enemy aircraft 257
Receives reports Allied activities Leyte - Samar Area 257
Launches aircraft against, enerny in Leyte Gulf 258
Receives Chief of Staff Cosibinea Fleet's tentative outline

of future operations 258
Receives SW Area Force's inntelligence dispatch advising that

virtually certain U.lies will land in Leyte - Samar Area 259
Leavns f"" Oper-ation L-i been executed 259
Learns Cobu attackeu b~r "rrier planes 259
Allied clbm•i again t shipping excesiLve 259
Receives order 4c' ivating SHO One 260
Losses of aircraft (68) and strength remainLng (33 opera-

tional) 260
Issues orders for all out attacks on the following day 261
Commander FIFTH Base Air Force and Vice Admiral Oniahi decide

(a) necessary in view of Allied carriur air superiority
employ tactic o: crash-dive and (b) form crash-dive attack
units (KAMIKAZE Special Attack Corps) 261-261a

In wars of survival nations can be expected to resort to
methods of warfare not only unorthodox but fantastic 261a

(B) Operations of C.G. FOURTH Air Army, October 18th 262-264
Estimates situation 262
Issues orders his command 262
Receives reports of enemy activities and Chief of Staff Combined

Fleet's tentative outline of future operations 263
Receives orders activating SHO One from 0000 October 19th 263
Issues orders his command thereon 263-264
Comparison between Japanese and American practices this regard 264
Losses of aircraft (16) and strength remaJning (69) (operational) 264

CHAPTER V - ALLIED OPERATIONS, OCTOBER 19TH 265-324

(A) Operations of COMSOWESPAC 265-267
Summary of situation 265

n- ct--• of CTO ,7.2'c p'1limina.o- opcrations oAI_ A
Receives second dispatch from COMTHIRDFLT relative to Tokyo Fxpress

tactics 266
Takes no action thereon 266

Learns of additional enemy forces sighted 266
Receives COMSOWE31AC Zone Notice No. 11 266
Receives report a.,r operations conducted by TG 38.4 against Manila 267
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Givo3 tacit approval COMTHIRDFLT statement searches South China '3ea
vital 267

Summary of enemy activity limited to three small groups 267
Learns COMTHIRDFLT decides retain TF 38 intact 267
Learns from CTG 77.2 objective area ready for landing 267
(1) Opeations of Commander SVENTH Fleet 268

Receives COMSO`,ffPAC Zone Notice No. 11 268
(a) Operations of CTF 77 (Central Philippines Attack force) 268-271

Receives CTG 77.2's report operations proceeding
satisfactorily in Leyte Area 269

Receives COMTHIRDFLT's dispatch regarding Tokyo Express 269
Learas ROSS has struck two :lcating mines 269
Learns of additional enemy forces sighted 269-270
Agrees with COMTHIRDFLT China based searches vital 270
Learns COMTHIRDFFLT decides retain TF 38 intact 270
Learnt from CTG 77.2 objective area ready for landings 270
Ruceives navigational information from CTG 78.5 and certain

recommendations 270-271
Receives recommendation fro CTG 77.2 that ships entering

Leyte should stay close Dinagat 1 ',nd until clear Area
SWEEP 271

(1) Operations of Advance Force
(a) Operations of CTG 77.2 (Bombardment and FireSupport Group) 271-278

Prepares for day• operations 271
Learns ROSS has struck a floatiaZ mine 272
Designates Zero hour for banbardment of southern

beaches 272
Learns ROSS has snruck becond floating mine, causes

concern 272
Reports to CTF 77 of operations undertaken on

previous day 272
(1) TU 77.2.2 (Firs Support Unit SObUT,7 273-774

Commences bombardment 273
Detains Filipino Patriots 273
Discussion 273-274
Completes bombasdment (1715) 274

(2) TU 77.2.1 (Fire Support Unit NORTH) V.74-278
Commences bombardment 275
Completes bombardment (1615) 275
UDT personnel complete reconnoitering respective

beach areas 275
Receives recommendation from CTG '18.5 sugge5Lirig

minegweeper escort of forces entering Leyte Gulf275-276
'.e-estimates situation 276
Advises CTF 77 Area SWEEP not clear mines and

recommends routing 276
Informs CTF 77 that beaches ready for landing

and advises entering courses 276
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Forms night cruising disposition to
operate inside gulf durig night 277

Suwiation enemy air resistance encountered 277
Discussion ability enemy planes penetrate and

escape from objecti-ve ý,re 278
(b) Operations of CTG 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group),

October 19th 278-281
Launches air strikes against Negros and Panhy 279
Discussion air strikes and targets 279-280
Allied losses slight 280
Exaggerates air successes 280

(c) Operatic:s of UTG 77.5 (Minesweeping and
Hydrographic Group) 281-282
(1) Operations of Sweep Unitý" 281

Encounters mines Area SUj1EP only 281
Enemy air activity light 281-282
Reports results operations to CTG 77.2 282
Sweep units rendezvous with TF 78 282

(2) Operations of Hydrographic Unit 282
(d) Operations of CTG 77.6 (Beach Demolition Group) 283
(e) Operdtions of CTG 78.4 (Dinagat Attack Group) 282-284

HERBERT, SCHLEY and WARD depart for Koasol Passage 283
Lands at Loreto, Dinagat Island to reconnoiter

beach 283
Becomes CTG 78.3 in lieu CTG 78.4 283
Enemy air activity limited 283-284

(f) Operations of CTG 78.5 (Harbor Entrance Control
Group), October 19th 284-285
Sends navigational data to approaching TF

cosmanders 284
(2) Operations of CTF 78 (Northern Attack Force) 285-287

Receives entry instructions 285
Evaluates situation for entering gulf 285-286
Decides anticipate arrival by 45 minutes 286
Detaches escort carrier unit 286
Forms special approach disposition for entering gulf 286
Is joined by minesweeper group 286-287
Receives word entire RI ) and WHITE areas suitable

for beaching LST's 287
Erroneously believes his force not observed by enemy 287

(3) Operations of CTF 79 (Southern Attack Force) 26/-290
(a) Operations of the Landing Craft Movement Group 287-288

Forms approach disposition for entering galf 288
Arrives VW corner of Area SWEEP at midnight 288
Detection by enemy unlikely 288

(b) Operations of Transport Groups 288-290
CTF 79 concerned over enemy threat 289
Orders air searches to west and south 289
Concerned over problems of entering gulf in view

of expected strong currents and presence of
mines 289-290
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(b) Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boat Group) 290-291
Conducts fueling operations 291

(c) Operations of CTF 71 (Submarines, West Australia) 291-293
Expects powerful Allied air operations in the Philippines 291
Lifeguard submarines BONEFISH and COD now without orders 291
Necessity for keeping lifeguard submarines properly informed

of air activities 291
Receives reports concerning operations of his submarines 291-292
Receives CINCPOA Zone Notice No. 45 292
Refuses BLUEGILL's request retire from area 292
Directs RATON to return to base 292-293
Directs certain lifeguard units continue duties 293
(1) BREAM and RATON 293-294

RATON attacks convoy unsuccessfully 293-294
RATON ordered to return to base 294

(2) ROCK and BERGALL 294
(3) BLUEGILL and ANGLER 294-295
(4) DACE and DARTER 295-296

Assigns DACE rendezvous in Palawan Passage 295
DARTER departs Balabac Strait for rendezvous with DACE

leaving strait unguarded 295
Unsuccessfully engages two destroyers and is attacked

in return 295
Discussion of movement of DARTER from Balabac Strait

to position ninety miles to northward 295
(5) HAMMERHFAD 296
(6) GUITARRO 296-297
(7) TANTIVY 297
(8) STOIC and ZWAARDVISCH 297

ZWAARDVISCH retires from station and reports sinking
German submarine U-168 297

(9) GURNARD 297
(10) BATFISH 298

UnEuccessfully attacks escorted "Q" ship 298
(11) STORM 298
(12) TANTALUS 298
(13) MUSKALLUNGE 298
(14) Lifeguard submarines (BONEFISH, COD, LAPON, PADDLE) 299

COD and BONEFISH lifeguard duties ended, await orders 299
COD and BONEFISH directed remain on station 299

(15) Submarines retiring from the area (BAYA, CAVALLA,
BECUNA, FLASHER, HOE, SEA ROVER, SPITEFUL, TELEMACHUS,
RATON, STURDY and ZWAARDVISCH) 3WX

Deployment of TF 71 submarines at 2400 (Balabac Strait
vacant) 300

(2) Operations of CAAF SOWESPAC, October 19th 300-301
Inaugurates Search Plan "FOX" 300
Inadequacy of Searmh Plan "FOX" 300
Continues neutralization strikes 301
Receives COMSOWESPAC Zone Notice No. 11 301
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0 11
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INTRODUCTION

Volume I of the study of the Battle for Leyte Gulf covered the pre-
liminary operations of this battle on both the Allied and Japanese sides
until 0719 October 17th, 1944. This was the moment when Japanese lookouts
on Suluan Island, at the entrance to Leyte Gulf, made a contact report on
Allied surface forces entering Leyte Gulf.

These Allied surface forces were the advance forces of the SEVENTH
Fleet which had been ordered, commencing D-3 day* (October 17th) to pre-
pare the way for the seizure of certain areas on Leyte Island by the SIXTH
Army preparatory to seizinZ the Philippines.

(A) The Allied effort in seizing the Philippines was designed to cut
the Japanese lines of communication to the rich sources of strategic mate-
rial in the Southern Resources Area (Philippines, Netherlands East Indies,
Burma, Malaya), and thereby fatally disrupt the Japanese war economy which
was, even at this time, in serious shortage. This shortage was due in a
large part to the remarkably effective submarine campaign which the Allies
had been conducting against Japanese sea borne lines of communications for
the past several years, and in a lesser part to the more recent operations
of the Allied carrier and shore based aircraft. As has been pointed out
in Volume I this had affected the Japanese economy and the Japanese mili-
tary machine with a creeping paralysis, so that the shortage of oil alone
had already had a serious effect on the division of Japanese naval forces
at a most inopportune time. Owing to the fact that the Japanese oil stocks
in the Empire were very low, it had become necessary to base the principal
units of the Combined Fleet at Lingga Anchorage, Netherlands East Indies,
where there was an abundance of oil. However, this could not be done with
the Japanese carrier forces at this time because there was a shortage of
trained carrier pilots and of replacement aircraft. Until these pilots
had completed their training and the replacement aircraft could be ob-
tained, the carrier force would have to .-vnain in the Empire. CinC Com-
bined Fleet was therefore forced to d ivide his fleet so that the carrier
forces remained in the Inland Sea while the heavy surface forces based
at Lingga.*k As a consequence, these two principal forces were at the
time of the Battle for Leuyte Gulf, roughly 2500 miles apart.

The date of the operation had been advanced by the Joint Chiefs of
Staff exactly two months ahead of the original schedule (December 20th)
because new intelligence showing an unexpected weakness in the enemy air
resi5tance in the Leyte area had been discovered by COMTHIRDFLT in his

* Although COMSOWESPAC employed the term A-day rather than D-day, the
latter is employed throughout this analysis to follow the more familiar
military usage.

** The Campaigns of the Pacific War, U3SBS, July 1st, 1946., Chapter XII,
page 280.

-xli-



September air strikes against the central Philippines. This advancement
would both further the progress of the war by many months and simplify
arrangements for future operations.*

This Allied effort was spearheaded by a powerful amphibious force,
strong in both naval and air power, which, as an initial move in the opera-
tions for the capture of the Philippines, was to seize beachheads on the
coast of Leyte. It was supported by:

(1) air strikes by the planes of the THIRD Fleet which had already
hit Japanese land-based air power in Nansei Shoto, Formosa and Luzon.
These planes had struck Okinaua very heavily on October IOth, northern
Luzon lightly on October llth, Formosa very heavily on October 12th and
13th, heavily on October 14th, and Luzon lightly on October 14th and 15th.
In these strikes these planes supported by the planes of the TWENTIETH
Bomber Coimand (B-29) had succeeded in destroying, except for the T-ForcL,
one-third of the operational aircraft of the SIXTH Base Air Force which
air force was composed of the naval land-based air units in Formosa,
Nansei Shoto, and southern Kyushu and attached army air units, and roughly
three-fourths of the operational aircraft of the T-Force which was a
special attack force of the SIXTH Base Air Force trained to conduct both
night and adverse weather attacks. Likewise, the air strikes of the THIRD
Fleet had succeeded in destroying numerous operational aircraft of the
FIFTH Base Air Force, which was composed of the naval land-based air units
in the Philippines, and of the FOURTH Air Army which was composed of the
ArMy air units in the Philippines.

(2) large nunibers of submarines which, (a) in so far as the Paci-
fic Fleet was concerned, had been deployed along the normal track of Japa-
nese merchant shipping at this time, and possibly of naval shipping as
well, to and from the Empire along the Nansei Shoto to the Philippines,
although some submarines, notably those off Bungo Suido had been assigned
reconnaissance duties primarily, and (b) in so far as the SEVENTH Fleet
was concernrc, had been deployed partially to provide reconnaissance, and
partially to continue the basic operations against Japanese shipping. The
above Allied submarines had been successful in contacting some merchant
ships, in sinking several and in torpedoing, in Empire waters, two de-
stroyers (FUYUTSUKI, SUZUTSUKI). On October 15th the Submarines in Luzon
Strait and in the Nansei Shoto were ordered to assume a special reconnais-
sance deployment presumably because a fleet action was believed imminent.
Otherwise submarine operations were uneventful.

(3) limited numbers of land-based aircraft operating from the
Marianas, Palau, Morotai, and Chinese bases. Of these aircraft, those
employed primarily in assault operations were the planes of the TWENTIETH

F * Introd.uction to Volume I, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 91974), pre-
pared by US Naval War College 1953, pages xxxix and xl.
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Bomber Command based in China which had struck Formosa heavily on October
14th and lightly on October 16th.

In strategic command of all forces in the SOWESPAC area was COM-
SOWESPAC with his headquarters at Hollandia but who at this time was in
the cruiser NASHVILLE, en route to Leyte.

(B) The Japanese effort was designed to prevent the extension of Al-
lied power into the Philippine - Formosa - Nansei Shoto line because should
that line be pierced the lifeline of Japanese economy to the Southern Re-
sources Area would be broken. This was clearly stated for the Fleet by
CinC Combined Fleet when he said "Should we lose in the Philippines Opera-
tions, even though the fleet should be left, the shipping lane to the south

would be completely cut-off so thbt the fleet, if it should come back to
Japanese waters, could not obtain its fuel supply. If it should remain
in southern waters, it could not receive supplies of ammunition and arms."*
This was, of course, equally applicable to Formosa and the Nansei Shoto.
The Japanese effort was spearheaded by the Combined Fleet, which with its
powerful naval power including its air power, both land and carrier-based,
was to repel any attempt by the Allies to make an amphibious landing any-
where in the above mentioned Japanese lifeline. It was supported by army
aircraft and by army ground troops.

In order to repel the Allied forces which, as has been pointed
out above, had been boldly attacking their outlying bases along the Nansei
Shoto - Formosa - Luzon line the planes of the Japanese SIXTH Base Air
Force, FIFTH Base Air Force and FOURTH Air Army had been conducting opera-
tions to destroy the carriers of the THIRD Fleet. ln these operations
they h~d succeeded in heavily damaging two Allied heavy cruisers (HOUSTON
and CANBERRA) but otherwise their operations had been unsuccessful, al-
though they made claims of vast successes. In accomplishing these limited
results they suffered losses in aircraft and pilots which were so heavy
as to seriously endanger the success of any further counter operations.

In strategic command of all naval forces including naval air
forces, was CinC Combined Fleet with his headquarters at Hiyoshi (Tokyo),
but who at this time was at Takao, Formosa. In strategic command of all
Army ground and air forces in the Philippine area was CinC Southern Army.

A Brief Narrative of the 0719 October 17th - 2400 October 19th Phase of

the Battle for Leyte Gulf

The preparations by the Allied forces for the seizure of certain
areas on Leyte Island (Tacloban and Dulag areas) consisted in general of
plans:

* The Campaigns of the Pacific War, USSB3 1946, Chapter XII, page 281.

-xliii-



(a) by the advance forces, for (i) the seizure of Suluan Island, south-
ern Homonhon Island, and northernT Dinagat Island in Leyte Gulf, the bombard-
ment of Japanese positions, especially those within the selected landing
areas, (2) night harassing fires, (3) the clearance of the objective area
of mines, (4) the making of a hydrographic survey and the installation of
navigational aids, (5) the slearance of beach obstacles, and (6) a study
of the beach conditions in the landing areas to ascertain the feasibility o
of landing in the selectemi areas, as well as to obtain vital data concern-
ing the character of the beaches for the amphibious commanders.

(b) by the covering anid supyort forces, for (1) the destruction of
Japanese land-based aircraft and air bases by sustained carrier air strikes
against Luzon and the Visayas, (2) the destruction of Japanese shipping
by aircraft and submarines, and (3) rec-i;naissance by both aircraft and
submarines.

The preparations by the Japanese forces for the defense of any area
in the Philippines (known as SHO One) consisted in general of plans:

(a) by the land-based air forco%.; for an initial withdrawal and dis-
persal of the air forces to reduce losses from Allied attacks with defense
to be effected in part by small scale air attacks against the Allied task
force. Then, once the Allied landing area had been determined and on the
day prior to the estimated date of Allied landings, the air forces were
to initiate and maintain full scale atta;ks upon the Allied carrier force
and the Allied invasion force.

(b) by the submarine force for tht interception of the enemy and the
gaining of'%ontrol of the invazion area by attacking aircraft carriers,
battleships and troop convoys in that order.

(c) by the surface forces for (1) the penetration by the principal
surface force (FIRST Striking Force), presently at Lingga - Singapore, of
the Allied landing area on the date of the Allied landing where it was to
destroy first, the enemy surface forces in opposition, and second, the
Allied transports and (2) for a diversion by the nin Force which was to
lure the Allied cartier force to the northeast (away from the landiog
area), and carry an attack against it from the flank.

(1) Operations on October 17th.

(a) Allied

The Allied advance forces which had commenced arriving off
Leyte at 0719, were unable to accomplish all of their planted objectives
on this date because the weather remained very bad and approached typhoon
proportions. The wind continued to increase in intensity, the visibility
was low, and the seas and rainfall were both heavy, making operating condi-
tions difficult and flying conditions highly unsatisfactory. However,
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despite this, the landing on Suluan Island and that on Northern Dinagat
Island were made as planned, but the landing on Homonhon Island ms de-
layed until the next day.

Minesweeping operations were conducted on a very limited
scale because the sweep gear, owing to the above weather conditions, was
constantly fouling. Mines were discovered in Area SWEEP (the entrance
area) only, and twenty-seven chemical horn moored mines were swept there.

r y The Allied amphibious forces continued uneventfully on

towards Leyte where they were to effect a landing on October 20th.

On this date, (a) the Allied submarine S|KATE verified to
CTF 17 her report of the previous evening that the Japanese SECOND Strik-
ing Force, which she had sighted at 2050, was heading northerly at the
time of contact and (b) the Allied submarine ESCOLAR operating in Tsushima
Strait was lost some time after 2300. Except for this, Allied submarine
operations were uneventful.

COMTHIRDFLT, who, with three task groups (38.1, 38.. and
38.3), was operating to the eastward of Luzon Strait conducted forenoon
searches to the west and north to endeavor to locate the SECOND Striking
Force, but to no avail, and at about noon correctly decided that the Japa-

* nese were retiring and did not intend to engage in battle at this time.
He therefore reassigned his task groups to insure better air support for
the advance force now in or approaching Leyte Gulf. At this time he esti-
mated that enemy surface ship activities would consist largely of Tokyo
Express operations and therefore advised COMSOWESPAC that effective sup-
port by THIRD Fleet against the Tokyo Express depended upon early detec-
tion of these forces prior to their entry into the Sulu or Calebes Seas.

Meanwhile the TWENTIETH Bomber Command during the fore-
noon attacked Formosa (Takao Area) with twenty-four B-29's, and TG 38.4
also during the forenoon, attacked Luzon (Manila-Clark area) with 121
planes.

(b) Japanese.

It will be recalled that at 0719 the Japanese had sighted
the Allied Advance Force off Leyte Gulf. As a consequence CinC " bined
Fleet, who was at Takao, immediately ordered a fleet alert for SHo One
(2h liPpines). This 4dicatod th-at tc hwas concerned lest an Allied land-
ing occur in the Philippines. The Japanese made preparations for the pene-
tration operation, and ordered the FIRST Striking Force to advance immedi-
ately from Lingga-Singapore to Brunei.

CinC Combined Fleet now decided to return to his head-
quarters at Hiyoshi and, en route, arrived at Shinchiku, where he leanied
that his Chief of Staff had advised that the penetration operation was
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planned for October 22nd. He also learned that Commander FIRST Striking
Force, since he planned to fuel at Brunei, could not meet this date and
Commander Main Force, because of the necessity for obtaining his planes
which would not be available before October 20th, likewise could not meet
it. He therefore decided to remain at Shinchiku until the situation had
clarified.

Meanwhile the Japanese High Command, which felt that the
Allied landing appeared to be part of an invasion move against the central
and southeni Philippines, and which had received information of four eilemy
carrier groups off Formosa - Luzon, commenced concentrating the principal
air strength of the SIXTH Base Air Force in Formosa preparatory to moving
it to the Philippines, restored CARDIV THREE air units still in Japan and
CARDIV FOUR air units at Oita and Kagoshima Air Bases capable of operating
from carriers to CARDIV THREE and transferred the T-Force, which was sadly
depleted, from the SIXTH Base Air Force to CinC Combined Fleet.

During the day the FIRST Striking Force at Lingga-Singa-
pore, the Main Force in the Inland Sea, and certain submarine units also
in the Inland Sea, continued preparations for sortie; the SECOND Strikin%
Force, in the late afternoon arrived at Amami 0 Shima and commenced fuel-
ing; the four submarines en route Okinawa were directed to waters east of
Luzon. The SIXTH Base Air Force was regrouping and moving its strength
from northern bases to Formosa preparatory to moving to the Philippines,
which was inherent in the SHO Plan.

(2) Operations on October 18th.

(a) Allied.

On this day thi weather improved markedly, flying condi-
tions became normal and the sea conditions in the gulf now permitted con-
tinuation of the preliminary operations which were behind schedule. As a
consequence the Allied advance force succeeded in landing on Homonhon Is-
land - no Japanese were found there; Group ABLE of Fire Support Unit SOUTH
and UDT Unit SOUTH passed through the minefield in Area SWiZEP without casu-
alty and headed for bombardment stations off Dulag where, Curing the fore-
noon, in coordination withi air attacks from the escort carriers the enemy
batteries behind the southern beaches were silenced and where the under-
water teams (UDT) found the beaches suitable for landing; during the time
of the above operations Group BAKER of Fire Support Unit SOUTH, Fire Support
Unit NORTH and UDT Unit NORTH also passed through the minefield in Area
SWEEP without casualty and rejoined the southern group; meanwhile, (a) the

mineeweeFing operations had continued resulting in the sweeping of fifty-
three additional chemical horn moored mines in Area SWEEP giving a two-day
total of eighty--no mines were found in other areas swept this day--and
(b) the escort carriers had struck Cebu with two strikes of seventy planes
each, had provided combat air patrol over the surface forces in the vici-
nity of Leyte Gulf, air support for the UDT operations and air strikes to
assist in the bombav'dment operations.
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The Allied amphibious for;es continued uneventfully on
towards Leyte, although there was some concern over a report by the sub-
marine BREAM to the effect that she had contacted an enemy force of three
or four heavy units on a northeasterly course at the northern entrance to
Makassar Strait. This was a false contact but this fact was not known.

TV In addition to the above report by the BREAM the Allied
submarine STERLET reported contacting at 1115 two heavy cruisers, one light
cruiser and six destroyers in the vicinity of Ammi 0 Shima (SECOND Strik-
ing Force), and the BLUEGILL sank one transport and two cargo ships; the
RATON two cargo ships all out of separate convoys of nine-ten merchant ships.

&t 1903 CTF 17, presumably because COMTHIRDFLT had reported
that the prospects of fleet action were poor, directed those submarines
which on October 15th had been ordered to assume a special reconnaissance
deployment, to return to their original patrol stations and to resume regu-
lar patrols. Also on this date the commander of the submarine wolf pack
(BESUGO, RCNIQUIL, GABILAN) stationed off Bungo Suido with orders to pre-
vent the undetected sortie of enemy task forces through Bungo Suido, de-
cided that these orders no longer applied and reassigned his submarines
in such manner as to leave Bungo Suido almost entirely uncovered by Allied
submarines.

COMTHIRDFLT, feeling that the situation was temporarily
stable issued plans for the rotation of his carrier groups for fuel, ammu-
nition and airplane replenishment, provisions and repairs. TG 38.1 was to
retire to Ulithi on October 22nd for this purpose.

TF 38 on this day operated as follows: (a) TG 38.1 hit,
in general, the Clark Field area in central Luzon with two successive air
strikes preceded by two fighter sweeps, employing a total of 119 sorties
for all purposes. TG 38.4 hit the Clark Field area with an air strike
supported by a fighter sweep; the Manila area with an air strike, and the
shipping in the Manila area with an air strike preceded by a fighter sweep.
A total of 223 sorties were made for all purposes. The last strike
(CHARLIE) encountered bad weather north of Manila. This caused the LNTEa-
PRISE planes to make a wide detour, which resulted in a shortage of fuel,
and nine planes were lost but most of the crews were recovered after a
long search. Both task groups conducted negative searches over San
Bernardino Strait (b) TG 38.2 made strikes against northern Luzon hitting
the Laoag-Aparri area with two air strikes preceded by a fighter sweep
employing a total of 209 planes and (c) TG 38 . fueled and received re-
placement aircraft and pilots.

During the day Reinforcement Group TWO (TG 78.7) departed
Hollandia and Motor Torpedo Boat Group (TG 70.1) departed Kossol Passage,
for Leyte.
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(b) Japanese

Since increasingly large Allied forces were appearing in
the Leyte Gulf area and since clearly diversionary operations were continu-
ing to be made against Car Nicobar Island, CinC Combined Fleet continued
to remain at Shinchiku in order to remain in contact with the developing
situation and to ascertain if possible whether or not the operations in
the Leyte area forecast an Allied landing there c elsewhere in the Philip-
pines. However, in view of the fact that there was nothing significant
in the forenoon operations, he departed by air for Hyoshi at about 1100
but was grounded in the late afternoon at Omura, Kyushu by bad weather.

During the forenoon his Chief of Staff transferred CRUDIV
SIXTEEN, presently with the FIRST Striking Force to the SECOND Striking
Force, and then transferred the augmented SECOND Striking Force to the SW
Area Force for counter-landing operations against Allied invasion attempts
in the Philippines.

Also during the forenoon his Chief of Staff issued a ten-
tative plan wherein he estimated that there was a strong possibility of an
Allied landing in the Tacloban area, and tentatively set October 24th as
X-day for the penetration operations. This new date wap chosen because

both the FIRST Striking Force and the Main Force were unable to meet the
earlier date of October 22nd.

Later in the day Imperial General Headquarters (Navy
Section) decided that there would be a landing in the Philippines and the
Chief of Naval General Staff activated SHO One at that time (1701). Like-
wise, Imperial General Headquarters (Army Section) activated SHO One for
the army but the army activation was not to be effective until 0000 the
following day.

During the day the FIRST Striking Force sortied from
Lingga - Singapore commencing at 0100 and headed for Brunei via a circui-
tous route between Anambas and Great Natoena Island; the SECOND Striking
Force which had completed fueling at Amami 0 Shima sortied that base at
0530 and headed for Mako; the Main Force in the Inland Sea continued pre-
parations for sortie and Commander Main Force, expecting SHO One or Two
to be activated, issued instructions to his command concerning the forth-
coming operations of the Main Force should this occur; the FIFTH Base Air
Force continued operations in defense of the Philippines by launching
seventeen sorties against Allied carriers as well as against Allied ship-
ping in Leyte Gulf, and by preparing base facilities for the deployment
of the SIXTH Base Air Force to the Philippines; the SIXTH Base Air Force
continued its preparations for moving its principal strength to the Philip-
pines; the FOURTH Air Army continued its operations in defense of the
Philippines and the incorporation of air reinforcements; and the Advance
Expeditionary Force continued preparations to sortie the eight submarines
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CI
of the B Group on the following day. Me iwhile, the four submarines (A
Group) which had been ordered to the areu east of the Philippines were en
route to that area.

I
(3) Operations on October 19th:

(a) Allied

As a consequence of the excellent weather, the operations
"of the Allied advance forces in the Leyte Gulf continued most satisfac-
torily. Fire Support Unit South carried out its scheduled bombardments.
Fire Support Unit North also conducted its scheduied bombardmetns and con-
ducted UDT reconnaissance of the northern beaches which were found suita-
ble for landing. Owing to meager intelligence concerning suitable mili-
tary targets and to the fact that there were very few visible targets,
area fire was employed. No enemy fire was directed against the heavy
ships although, in the Tacloban area, there was intense and sporadic small
arms, mortar and light artillery fire directed against the UUT's, APD's
and supporting destroyers. Meanwhile (a) the minesweeping operations con-
tinued resulting in che sweeping of 110 additional chemical moored mines
in Area SWEEP giving a three-day total of 190 mines--no mines were found
in other areas swept this day and (b) the escort carriers (1) during the
forenoon struck Negros with one strike of seventy-two planes (2) during
the afternoon struck Panay with one strike of forty-three planes; (3) provided
combat air patrol over the surface forces in the vicinity of Leyte Gulf,
air support for the UDT operations and air strikes to assist in the bom-
bardment operations.

The Allied amphibious forces continued on toward Leyte
Gulf uneventfully. Because that portion of Area SWEEP which had been
dwept was in the vicinity of Desolation Point on Dinagat Island the amphi-
bious forces prepared to enter the gulf by passing close to that point.
Reinforcement Group Three still remained at Ilollandia.

During the day Allied forces mauu contacts on enemy coin-
batant forces as follows: (a) the TRIGGER at 14JO off northeast Formosa
on four enemy heavy cruisers and five destroyers on a westerly course, (b)
a China-based plane at 1405 off southeast Hainan Island on one carrier,
two cruisers and three destroyers on a northwesterly course and (c) Central
Pacific aircraft at about noon on two Japanese submarines, one about 500
miles, the other about 592 miles to the eastward of Luzon.

Except for the TRIGGER contact, Allied submarines on this
day made no important contacts and sank no shipping.

At 1907 CTF 17, presumably believing that the enemy was
retiring, directed the GABILAN, which was operating off Okinoshinma, to
guard the approaches to Kii Suido thus leaving Bungo Suido, except for the
extreme western portion, completely unguarded.
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SCON 4IAL

During this day COMTHIRDFLT became more than ever of the
opinion that the Japanese would employ Tokyo Express operations to rein-
force their garrison on Leyte. However, possibly because (a) of the con-
tacts this day on Japanese foda es by the TRIGGEA, and by a China-ba)ed
plane atid on the previous day by the BREAM in Makassar Strait and (b) the
Allied landing would occur on the following day, he cancelled orders for
TG 38.1 to retire to Ulithi for logistic replenishment and issued orders
which would keep his carrier task groups in position to cover and support
COMS(tJESPAC'3 operations in the Leyte Gulf area.

TF 38 on this day operated as follows: (a) TG's 38.1
and 38.4 hit in general central Luzon with TG 38.1 attacking airfields in
the Manila and Clark areas and TG 38.4 enemy shipping in Manila Bay. Three
successive air strikes preceded by one fighter sweep employing a total of
351 sorties for all purpoaes were made. In addition, TG 38.4 made a morn-
ing and afternoon search over San Bernardino Strait which searches were
negative, and flew forty-seven sorties from the ENTERPRISE to search for
unrecovered pilots from the water landing on the previous nigh"., (b) TG
38.2 fueled and received replacement aircraft and pilots, and (c) TG 38.3
operated independently in a position east of Luzon.

With the conclusion of this day, the advance operations
in Leyte Gulf were essentially completed; the cbjective area was n~w ready
for the assault landings to be made on the following day, and the amphibi-
ous units which were to make the assault were already penetrating into
Leyte Gulf.

(b) Japanese

Owing to the continuance of the bad weather which had
forced him to stop at Omura, CinC Combined Fleet remained there during the
nighet. He awaited the results of the moning searches with concern since
the possibility of an enemy landing in strength was far from remote.

Shortly after 0800 he commenced receiving contact reports.
These reports showed at (a) 0800 three regular carriers, three escort car-
rier,•, twelve cruisers and destroyers and about forty small craft in Leyte
Gulf, (b) 0812 four, later changed to five, carriers off Lamon Bay, (c)
0830 thirty merchant ship types escorted by four cruisers or destroyers
about 180 miles east of Tacloban, (d) 0845 three carriers and eight other
ships about 120 miles southeast of Tacloban, (e) 0850 one escort carrier,
three battleships, seven cruilsers, and several destroyers 13U miles eastof Tacloban, (f) 0912 thirty merchant ships off southeast Samar, (g) 0930
three carriers and five battleships 280 miles northeast of Lamon Bay, (h)

1010 two carriers and two cruisers about 350 miles northeast of Lamon Bay
and (i) 1220 a large group of merobant ships 580 miles southeast of Manila.
From these ccnLacts he could see that nine - ten carriers were operating

in the vicinity of lamon Bay arid eleven carriers and escort carriers in
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the vicinity of Leyte Gulf, a total of twenty-one carriers which was ai4
increase of eight over the thirteen reported October 16th. At this time
Japanese intelligence data listed an invasion force of eleven carriers
and 100 transports in the vicinity of Leyte Gulf. It seems correct that
it was about this time that the Japanese High Command finally decided
that the Leyte landing was to be the main landing and not a diversion as
estimated by their intelligence section oi" a reconnaissance in force as
estimated by the Army.

CinC Combined Fleet knew that Japanese forces were act-
ing in accordance with previous orders. The FIRST Striking Force had
passed between Anambas and Great Natoena Islands on the previous evening
and by midnight of this day had arrived off Dangerous Ground. The Main
Force, scheduled to sortie the following day, continued preparations in
the Inland Sea. The SECOND Striking Force, under the command of SW Area
Force, had entered Formosa Strait and was approaching Mako. The Advance
Expeditionary Force (Submarines) had sortied six submarines (B Group) with
orders to proceed to the area east of the Philippines and join the four
submarines (A Group) that were already en route.

The FIFTH Base Air Force continued operations for the de-
fense of the Philippines by launching five sorties against the Allied ship-
ping in Leyte Gulf •nd by launching long range searches which contacted,
within range, most of the Allied forces approaching the Leyte area. The
SIXTH Base Air Force continued to regroup and concentrate on Formosa and
commenced opezations for the SHO One decisive battle. Commander SIXTH Base
Air Force on this day issued orders for the SHO One decisive battle. He
directed his command to move to the Philippines on October 21st and 22nd,
to launch attack operations on October 22nd or 23rd and he advised the
principal commands that the SIXTH Base Air Force had at 0800 on Formosa 395
aircraft of which 223 were operational. The FOUaTH Air Anny continued its
operations in defense of the Philippines by launching five strikes against
Allied shipping off Tacloban and by conducting short range air searches
which supported the long range searches of the FIFTH Base Air Force.

The Japanese High Command now learned from reports from

the combat area that an Allied lanaing during the forenoon had been re-
pulsed in the Tacloban area and that the Allies wjre continuing their
diversionary operations in the Car Nicobar area.

During the afternoon Combined Fleet Headquarters knew
that (a) the SIXTH Base Air Force in Formosa consisted of 395 planes of
which 223 were operational, (b) the Southern Anry planned to move about
three battalions of reinforcements from the Visayas to Leyte and (c) Japa-
nese intelligence had reported three cruisers and eighty transports in
Humboldt Bay, Hollandis, and about seventy ships including six carriers,
fourteen battleships, twenty cruisers, thirty destroyers and thirty trans-
ports plus two hospital ships in Seeadler Harbor, Manus, Admiralty Islands.
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As a result of the intelligence received and of their own
analysis, the Chief of the Naval General Staff informed the Chief of the
Army General Staff that the Navy was making preparations for the Combined
Fleet penetration into Leyte Gulf. Surprisingly, this plan was now opposed
by the Chief of the Arny General Staff who proposed that the Navy adopt a
policy of conserving fleet strength. The Navy insisted in substance that
(a) it wished to carry out the Leyte penetration operation in order to de-
stroy the Allied invasion forces; (b) as a consequence of this action, a
decisive fleet engagement might occur; (c) if it did not fight it out now,
it would be forced back to Japanese waters and would meet the fate of the
Italian Navy; and (d) if it did not take the offensive now, the war would
be lost. The Navy further pointed out that the Navy Minister approved of

i this plan.

The Army in reply stated irn substance that the Army de-
Ssired the Navy to refrain from an operation which would risk destruction
I of the fleet, since (a) the chances of success were slight; (b) should the

fleet be destroyed, the Allies would gain co*,trol of the South China Sea
Sand the East China Sea; and (c) since the Combined Fleet had no carrier

aircraft, a part of the land-based air strength would have to be diverted
Wo provide air cover for the fleet, which would be disadvantageous. The

Army further stated that, even if the Navy suffered the fate of the Italian
* Navy, it could not be helped.

As a result of the above disagreement no conclusions were
arrived at. The Navy, therefore, persisted in going ahead with plans for
the penetration operation--the Aray, on the other hand, persisted in oppos-
ing such an operation.

Later- during the day the Army received intelligence which
reportel eighty-two Allied carriers of various types. This estimate appears
to have seen given little weight in Japanese estimates.
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C*L COMSPAC

CHAPTER I- ALLIED OPERAT.LONS, 0719 - 2400 October 17th.

(A) Operations of COKSOWESPAC.

COMSOWESPAC, who was in the NASHVILLE with TU 77.1.2 was closing CTF 77
who was in the WASATCH with TU 77.1.1. The latter unit had already rendez-
voused with TF 79.

CTF 77 desired that (a) TU 77.1.2 rendezvous with CTU 77.1.1 thus forming
TG 77.1 (Flagship Group) and (b) the flagship group thus formed proceed to
Leyte with TF 79 in order to (1) take advantage of the surface and air pro-
tection thus afforded, (2) utilize CTF 79's aerologist in conjuction with CTF
771s, (3) permit COMSOWESPAC to be present at the initial main landings, and
(A) permit communication between himself and COMSOWESPAC without unnecessarily
breaking radio silence.*

Sometime in the afternoon he received a dispatch from his headquarters at
Hollandia (to CAAF SOWESPAC, who was with him in the NASHVILLE) advising (a)
that the runways at Morotai would not permit institution of Search Plan FOX
prior to daylight October 19th, and (b) directing that, pending the establish-
ment of Search Plan FOX (Revised) from Morotai over Sulu - China Sea Sectors
ONE, TWO and THREE, (1) the present PB4Y searches (from Biak) were to be ex-
tended over the same area to maximum range and (2) a night PBY search from
Morotai over the same area to maximum range was to be initiated immediately.**

Then at about 1839"** he received a dispatch from COMTHIRDFLT advising
that (a) effective support by the THIRD Fleet against the Tokyo Express would
depend on timely information of its approach, (b) the best chance for early
action required detection prior to the entry of the Tokyo Express into the
Sulu or Celebes Seas, and (c) from his standpoint, observation of the ap-
proactes to Balabac Strait as far to the southwest as possible, and of the
approaches to Mindoro Strait, was most important.****

* Admiral Thomas C. Kinkaid, USN (Ret), Written comment, February 9th,
1955, to Commodore Richard W. Bates, USN (Ret), Head of World War II
Battle Evaluation Group, Naval War College.

** GHQ SOWESPAC Dispatch 170102 October 1944 to CAAF SOWESPAC.
*** The time of recetpt of many Allied dispatches has been generally un-

available to this analysis. Often the time of receipt is known for one
command but is not known for other commands. In order to compensate
for this, it has been assumedfroman average time of receipt of a number
of important dispatches that, unless otherwise stated, important dis-
patches concerning operations were received by action addressees in one
half hour. Such assumed times of receipt are indicated by the phrase
"at about." While this assumption may seem somewhat generous, a study
of this analysis will show that the result of later receipt (such as one
hour or more) would have caused little or no change in the basic study.

**-* COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 170909 October 1944 to COMSOWESPAC.
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SCON•m r COMSOWESPAC

IN THIS CONNECTION IT SEEMS WISE AT THIS POINT TO DEFINE TOKYO EXPRESS.
THIS WAS AN OPERATION DEIVELOPED BY THE JAPANESE AT GUADALCANAL WHEREIN THEY
ENDEAVOPIHD TO REINFORCE THAT BASE WITH GROUND TROOPS AND MATERIAL, EMPLOYING
COMBATANT SHIPS ONLY. ORIGINALLY IT WAS A HIGH SPEED OPERATION BUT, LATER,
IT EMBRACED LOW SPEED OPERATIONS AS WELL. IT WAS DUBBED "TOKYO EXPRESS" BE-
CAUSE WHENEVER EMPLOYED IT OPERATED ON A REGULAR SCHEDULE.*

Whether COMSOWESPAC considered that COMTHIRDFLTs dispatch had been soti-
vated by his headquarters dispatch, above referred to, is not stated. How-
ever, it is logical to assume that he gave COMTHIRDFLT's dispatch serious
consideration. But, it seems clear that he took no action on it this day
since no dispatches thereon were issued by him.

At 1839, he directed that, effective 0900 D-2 day, CANF SOWESPAC would,
in addition to neutralizing hostile air forces on Mindanao, attack hostile
air facilities and shipping in the Visayas west of the line extending from
Canauayor Is3land to the east coast of Camiguin Island, east coast of Bohol
Island, Olango Island, northeast tip of Cebu to the southeast tip of Masbate
(Appendix III). He further directed that, for the coordination of air and
naval action, CAAF SOWESPAC was to notify task force and task group com-
manders of TF's 77, 78 and 79, COMTHiRDFLT, CTF 38, and task group commanders
of TF 38 of the approximate times of all strikes westuard of the above line,
giving twenty-four hours' notice, as practicable, prior to the strikes. Sub-
sequent to 0900, Dl day, CANF SOWESPAC was to inform CAAF SOWESPAC of all
Allied surface units operating west of the above line, with the probable loca-
tions, giving at least twenty-foar hours- advance notice.**

The above extension of the Allied Air Forces SOWESPAC operating area was
primarily in furtherance (a) of the prior provision that when bombers were
established on Morotai rsutralizat~on by "AAF SOWESPAC would be extended to

the Visayan area (exclusive of Leyte and. Samar so long as the escort carriers
were present)*** and secondarily (b) of CTF 77's decision to assign to CTG
77.4 the tailk of striking the western Visayas as well as providing direct
air support, in the objective area on October 18th, and to adjust covering
support on the following days in accordance with developments.'**• This
task had been given to the escort carriers by CTF 77 after COMTHIRDFLT had
altered his air schedule for the fast carriers of TF 38 to exclude the
western Visayas October 18th and 19th. Therefore, CONSOWESPAC probably
reasoned that since CTF 77.4 would not be able to completely

* Statement of Fleet Admiral William F. Halsey, USN (Ret) who, at the

time of the capture of Guadalcanal in 1943, was COMSOPAC, to Commodore
Richard W. Bates, USN (Ret), Head of World War II Battle Evaluation
Group, January 28th, 1952.

"4 COMSOWESPAC Dispatch 170939 October 1944, to CAAF SOWESPAC, CANF
SOWESPAC, info CG FIFTH Air Force, COMTHIRDFLT, CTF 77, etc.

" **• CAAF SOWESPAC Op6rating Instructions (Revised) No. 71./i, October 4th,

1944.
** CTF 77 Dispatch 170358 October 1944, to CTG's 77.2 and 77.4 info

COMSOWESPA2.
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CarrflrT7',LCOMSEVENTHFLT
CTF 77

neutralize enemy airfields and destroy enemy shipping in the uastern
Visayas and at the same time provide adequate direct air support, in the
objective area he would require assistance. Consequently, he issued the
necessary instruction for his land-based aircraft to attack the western
Visayas.

At 2400 COMSOWESPAC in the NASHVILLE, escorted by the ABNER RZAD and

BUSH (TU 77.1.2) was bearing 1210 (T) distance 650 miles from Leyte Gulf.

(1) Operations of Commander SEVENTH Fleet.

Commander SEVENTH Fleet, who was also Commander Allied Naval
Forces SOWESPAC and CTF 77, (Plate II) and therefore was in TU 77.1.1,
appears to have taken no unusual action as COREVENVIM FLT on this date.

Actually, as OOMSEVENTHFLT, operating under the title of CTF 77,
he handled in WASATCH only those SEVENTH Fleet operations directly con-
nected with KIM• 11* since he had delegated control of other SEVENTH
Fleet operations as well as overall administration of the SEVENTH Fleet
to his Deputy Comnander at Hollandia.**

COMMANDM SEVENTH FLEET AS AN INFORMATION ADDRESSEE ALSO RECEIVED
COMTHIRDFLTS 170909*** BUT HE LIKEWISE APPEARS TO HAVE TAKM NO ACTION
ON IT SINCE HE HAD SUBmaRINES STATIONED IN THE GENEAL AREAS REFEF TO.
WHIM, THE DISPOSITION OF THESE TF 71 SUBMAPNES WAS NOT IDEAL - AS DIS-
CUSSED IJ VOLUME I -AND DID NOT GIVe THE POSITIVE DETECTION DESIRE D BY
COMTHIRDFLT IT IS A&SUMED THAT THE SAMS R.EASONS WH4ICH 10TIVATED THEIR

ORIGINAL DISPOSITIONS ON OC'IBER 15TH STILL OBTAINED.****

(a) Operations of CTF 77 (Central Philippine Attack Force).

CTF 77 in the WASATCA with TU 77.1.1 continued on with TF 79.
He also does not &ppear to have taken any important action on this date
since (1) his operations so far iere proceeding according to plan and
(2) he did not expect theft major elements of tne Japanese fleet would be
i.nvolved in opiosition to the Allied landings at Lerte. That the latter
is trui is borae out by the statement in the Intelligence Annex for his
basic plan which reads as follows: "It is not believed that major ele--
ments of the Japanese fleet will b. involved in the present operations"i.-i--k-

* COMSzVEMNTFLT Dispatch 130055 October 1944 to COMSOWES1AC, CINOPAC,

COMTHIRDFLT, C. G. 6th Army, COMINCH, etc.

** �ear Admiral Clifford E. Van Hook, USN.
*** CONMfEIRDFLT Dispatch 170909 October 1944 to COMSOWESPAC.
:-•* CTF 71 Uispatch 101426 October 1944 to COMSOWESPAC.
SCANF SOWESPAC Operation Plan 13-44, Serial 00022A, September 26th,

1944, Annex M.
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S* CTF 77

Naturally, he was concerned about the operations of his advance forces
because he knew the weather in the objective area was increasingly bad.

At about 1203 he received word that despite the bad weather
the landings had been made on Suluan Island.* This was a welcome report
because the weather conditions had indicated a possibility that advance
force operations for the 17th might have to be delayed.

During the past twenty-four hours he had received from
COMTHIRDFLT a number of dispatches which modified that officer's dis-
patch of October 15th wherein he stated he would be unable to provide
fast carrier support for KING II until further notice.** These modifica-
tions were essentially that COMTHIRDFLT was now able to provide some
carrier support which he would gradually increase until October 20th
when, the tactical situation permitting, TF 38 would have returned to
its basic plan.*** These dispatches were a source of satisfaction for
he had only limited carrier forces within W 77.4 and these aircraft
would be required in support of the landing operations on D-day. (October
20th).

He now decided to modify his dispatch of October 15th wherein
he had directed CT 77.4 to strike the western Visayas on October 17th,
18th and 19th.*g** He therefore at 1258 advised CTG 77.2, who was his
advance force commander and CO 77.4, his escort carrier group commander,
of these changes and directed CTG 77.4 to strike the western Visayas on
October 18th and to adjust covering support on following days in accord-
ance with developments.**

While studying COMTHIRDFLT's plans, as well as those of other
commanders associated with KBG II, with relation to his own plans, CTF
77 observed that he had received no repor' from Commander Allied Air
Forces SOVESPAC as to the results of strikes made by that command on the
Mindanao area in accordance with COMSOWESPAC's instructions.*K*A* He
therefore, at 1301, advised that commander that complete neutralization
of Mindanao was vital to success of KING II, and requested that he be
provided with a resume of previous strikes and an immediate report of in-
tended strikes and results thereof.v****

S* OCT 77.2 Dispatch 170233 October 1944 to CTF 17.
** COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 150233 October 1944 to CINCPOA and COSOWiSPAC.

COMFIRSTOAHTASKFORPAC (CTF 38) Operation Order No. 11-44, Serial
00020, October 1st, 1944.
CTF 77 Dispatch 150542 October 1944 to CO].SOW= SPAC, CfNCPOA, etc.

....**** CTF 77 Dispatch 170358 October 1944 to C'I's 77.2 and 77.4.
' *~' COMSOWVSPAC Operation Instruction No. 70, September 21st, 1944.

, CTF 77 Dispatch 170401 October 1944 to CAAF SOWESPAC.
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COM ADVANCE. FORCE

About 2045 he received further word from OTC 77.2 advising
that the Sulian operation had been highly successful, that thirty-two
Japanese had been zaptured there; that the northern Dinagat Island opera-
tion had been made and had been unopposed; that the landing on Homonhon
Island had been delayed until the following day, that Area SWEEP had been
swept with negative results and that the sweep of the main channel had
commenced with no reports as yet. Best of all, C7G 77.2 had reported
that on the morrow he expected to proceed according to plan.* This
indicated that that commander had the situation in hand.

(1) Operations of Advance Force.

The advance force consisted of TG's 77.2 (Bombardment and
Fire Support Group), 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group), 77.5 (Minesweeping and
Hydrographic Group), 77.6 (Beach Demolition Group) and 78.4 (Dinagat
Attack Group). This advance force, which was commanded in the objective
area 4 CfI 77.2 although such command was not clearly delineated in the
basic oraers, was assigned the general mission of destroying the enemy
personnel, installations, and facilities along the east coast of Leyte
in the vicinity of the landing beacnes, and on the entrance islands to
Leyte Gulf by aunfire, aerial bombardment, minesweeping and underwater
demolition and )y landing on Suluan, Homonhon and Northern Dinagat Is-
lands, in order to assist in the seizure and occupation of Leyte area.
It was scheduled to arrive off the eastern entrance to Leyte Gulf (Point
FIN) on D-3 day (October 17th) - D-day was October 20th - and was
assigned tasks by COG 77.2 to prepare the way for the actual landings as
follows :**

(a) TG 77.2 to destroy enemy personnel, installations,
and facilities on the east coast of Leyte in the vicinity of the landing
beaches; to cover the operations of the minesweeping groups; to cover the
operations of the underwater demolition teams and to support the landings
on the entrance islands.

(b) TG 77.4 to destroy enemy personnel, installations and
facilities on the islands of Homonhon, Dinigat, Suluan and Hibuson and a-
long the east coast of Leyte; to provide air cover for the units of the
task organization; to operate generally during high visibility in areas
QUAIL and TERCEL and during night and low visibility in areas ACCIPITER
and DOVE. (Plate II)

(c) TG 77.5 to sweep Leyte Gulf and adjacent waters for
contact, magnetic and acoustic mines and to buoy all shoal spots and
water dangerous to navigation.

* CTG 77.2 Dispatch 171115 October 1944 to C"'F 77.

* COMCRUDIV 4 (CTG 77.2) Operation Plan 2-44, Serial 0008, October 5th,
1944.
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O 0TG 77. 2

(d) TG 77.6 to destroy underwater obstacles along the
east coast of Leyte in the vicinity of the landing beaches.

(e) TG 78.4 to land troops and equipment in designated
areas of Dinagat Island and Homoniion Island and to seize Suluan Island.
Suluan Island originally wac to be bombarded only, but on October 12th
the C.G. SIXTH Army directed that this island was to be seized D-3 day,
the installations and hostile forces destroyed and then the island was
to be evacuated.* The troops to be employed in the-e advance operations,
the SIXTH Ranger Infantry Battalion, were trained for amphibious opera-
tions at Finschafen, New Guinea during period June 17th - June 29th.

In accordance with these tasks the advance forces operated
from 0719 October 17th until 2400 October 17th as follows:

(a) Operations of CTG 77.2w* (Bombardment and Fire Support
Group)

C'TG 77.2, with TG 77.2, continued on toward Leyte.
CTG 77.6, with TG 77.6, was in company. The weather still remained bad.
At 0432, having received a request from CTM 77.4 to cancel air operations
for that day he approved this request.*** By 0800 the wind had increased
in intensity, the seas and rainfall were both heavy. Visibility had been
reduced to about 2500 yards, making flying conditions unsatisfactory.
Having decided to permit the operation to continue, he awaited with in-
terest reports from the Commander Dinagat Attack Group. The landing on
Suluan Island had been scheduled for 0600 with air support to be provided
by CTG 77.4 which air support would not now bu available. There was con-
siderable concern within the flagship as to whether or not Oommander
Dinagat Attack Group had been able to proceed with the landing.

At 0858 this concern was relieved when CTG 78.4 re-
ported "landing was made and final objective reached with no opposition
on Black Beach THREZ on Suluan." (Plate III)

At 0918 CTG 77.2 received word from Commander Dinagat
Attack Group that the weather at Suluan Island was: Wind twenty-nine
knots, 287 0(T) with gusts to forty knots, ceiling vero, raining heavily.

At 0935 CTG 77.2 authorized CTG 77.k to retire on
course 1200 (T) to avoid the center of the typhoon.

* CTF 77 Dispatch 130527 October 1944 to CTG 78.4; also CTG 78.4 Dis-
patch 121622 October 1944 to CTF 77; also C.G. SIXT Ar1m ReporL of
the Leyte Operation October 20th-December 25th, 1944, pages 23-24.

**3 Unless otherwise indicated information here obtained from Action Re-
port CTG '/7.2 (COMCRUDIV 4), Bombardment and Capture of Leyte Island,
Philippine Islands, October 16th-24th, 1944, Serial 00147, November
5th, 1944.

* War Diary CO14DESRON 47 October 17th, 1944.
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______ CTG 7742

At 0942 he received word that IG 77.5, less five
straggling YMS's, was in the objective area.

At 11i3 he reported to CT? 77 that commiuications
were very bad, that a disturbance of near typhoon proportions was ez0pected
to continue for the next forty-eight hours with next twenty-four hours in.-
creasing in intensity with itu center belihved to be seventy-five miles to
north moving 2900, speed ten knots. He further reported that landings had
been made and objectives reached on Suluan Island without opposition; that
the sea was rough, the ceiling zero, that small ships arid carriers were
makit.3 heavy-weather and that air operations were out of the question.*

At 1248 the CONY report'c, -.',,ving contacted land bear-
ing 28 0 (T) distant 'Lhirty-four miles. This was Siargao Island.

At about 1328 he learned that TG 77.4 had been in.-

structed by MTl- 77 to strike the western Visayas on tho following day and
to adjust the covering support as necessary on the succeeding days. This
was of conuiderable importance to him since it might reduce the number of
direct support aircraft available for the advance operations.

At about 1,330 he received word from CIG 78.4 that the
landing had been made on Black Beach ONE (Dinagat Island) but that only
about 35% of the stores had been landed because of weather.-;4-,

At about 1534 he received a dispatch from CTF 77 direct-
ing that certain targets be destroyed. as soon as practicable and indicated
in particular the Japanese headquarters, the town of Dagami, and numtierous
fuel dumps.,3UH& These were evidently considered essential to midlitary suc--
cess since C0,K5O1VFLPAC -ad stressed the desirability of avoiding naval gun-
fire on the native villages or where the naU.ves would suffer.APr3

At 1725 TG 77.2 crossed the 100 fathom curve. Land
was not visible and position was fixed by radar.**HH`.'+ Ile now at 1742
changed course to 1200 (T) to parallel. CGI 77.4's course.

Nothing more of any importance occurred until 1809
wnen CGI 77.2 received word from CIG 77.4 that TG 77.4 was still retiring
on courac, 120 0 (T) speed eight knots but would be in the designated laun.ch-
itng area by 0530 October 1.•th as schcduled.

S GCIG '77.2 Dispatch 170233 October 1944 to CTF 77.
Action Roport. CIT 7,.4, Report of Dinaý;at Group, Serial 001S, un-

K dated but probobly November 1944.
3 GW CTF 77 Dispatch 170604 October 19A4 to CTG 77.2.

• ;$>* Action Heport CGIG 78.4, Re-port of Dinagat Group, Serial 0018, ba-
closure C, undated but probably November 194o.

zcA8 -, War Diary TALBOT October I.7th, 1944.
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CO~1I~C CTG 77A,

By 2000 01r. 77.2 could see that the weather and the
sea appeared to be abating. About this time he received word from CTG
78.4 (Dinagat Attack Group) that Uut two of the three scheduled landings
had been made. He now learned (a) that landings had been made on Suluan
Island, where thirty-two Japanese had been captured, and on northern
Dinagat Island which had been unopposed (b) that owing to failure of the
sweep gear, the landing on Homonhon Island had been delayed first for two
hours, and later until the following day, and (c) that Area SWEE& had been
swept with negative results. This was quite a surprise since it had been
expected that moored mines would be discovered in this area, and for that
reason a clearance sweep rather than an exploratory sweep had been ordered.

At 2015 he advised CTF 77 of the known results and
stated that (a) the sweep of the main channel had commenced with (as yet)
no reports but that sweeping operations in general had been delayed by
weather, and (b) he expected to proceed according to plan.*

At about 2051 he received a dispat'- from COMSEKVENTHFLT
which provided new intelligence concerning the location of enemy defense
batteries. **

At 2340, with TG 77.2, he changed course to 298 0 (T)
and headed toward the entrance to Leyte Gulf. He was very anxious to e:-
pedit e the preliminar-y operations since almost one day of minesweeping had
been lost and he did not wish to delay D-day.

During this day Commander Support Aircraft (CSA) in
the HGLIIES was to have controlled the combat air patrol, antisubmarine
patrol and support aircraft in the objective area, and the Fighter Director
Officer (FDO) in the BENNION was to have controlled fighter direction.-
However, the flying conditions were so bad that no Allied aircraft were
flown and therefore neither of these commanders exercised the above func-
tions.

(b) Opera-;ions of CTGx 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group).

CMD 77.4 proceeded ahead of 'M 77.2 in order to carry
out (a) the scheduled air strikes in support of the landings scheduled for
this date on Suluaii, Northern Dinagat and Homonhon Islands, (b) the air
cover for the minesweepers and (c) the strikes against the western Visayas
ordered for D-3, D-2 and D-1 days. This latter task had been assigned by
CTF 77 on October 15th when he received word from COMTHIRDFLT that he

* CTG 77.2 Dispatch 171115 October 1944 to CTF 77.

SCOMS•VX14THFLT Dispatch 171121 October 1944 to CTF 77, CTG 77.2.
•x COMCRUDIV 4 (CTG 77.2) Operation Plan No. 2-44, Serial 0008, October

5th, 1944 (Annex D, Air Plan).



CTG 77.4~

would be unable to provide air support for KING II until further notice.*
CTF 77 had given as the primary objective of these Visayan strikes "the
destruction of Japanese aircraft and combatant ships" and had directed
CTG 77.4 to adjust the air support schedule as necessary.ih

He had available for strategic and tactical support of
the forces in the objective area three task units of four carriers each
(TU's 77.4.1, 77.4.2, and 77.4.3). The other six carriers of TG 77.4 had
been assigned to special escort units iar succeeding echelons of amphibious
shipping scheduled to arrive in the objective area on D-day (TUhs 77.4.14
and 77.4.34) and DIl day (TUJ 77.4.24).I**

The three main task units of TM 77.4 had been assigned
the following areas (Appendix IlI):

(a) During daylight, IV 77.4.1 (Panaon Carrier Group)
to operate to the southeast of Leyte Gulf, south and east of a line running
0600 (T)-2400 (T) through the point Latitude 100-43'N, Longitude 1260-00'E;
TU 77.4.2 (Southern Carrier Group5 to operate to the east and northeast of
the entrance to Leyte Gulf, between two lines both running 0600 (T)-240 0 (T)
through the points of Latitude 11 0-07'N, Longitude 1260 -0O0E, and Latitude
100 -43'N, Longitude 1260 -o0'E; TU 77.4.3 (Northern Carrier Group) to operate
to the east and soul.heast of the southern end of Samar, north of a line run-
ning 0600 (T)-2400 (T) through a point Latitude 110 -07'N, Longitude 1260 -00'E.

(b) During the night, TU 77.4.1 was to retire in the
northern port. a of areas QUAIL and DOVI well clear of route SHEARWATER;

J '77.4.2 to retire in areas TERCEL and ACCIPIThR, south and east of a line
bearing 0450 (T) from Point FIN, north and well clear of route SPEARWIATER;
TU 77.4.3 to retire in areas TERCEL and ACCIPITIR, north and west of a line
bearing 0450(T) from Point FIN.H*

However, the above assigned operating areas were modified
for the period D-3 to D-day by CTG 77.2 who directed that the escort carrier
group operate generally during high visibility in areas QUkIL and TERGEL, and
during night and low visibility in areas ACCIPITER and DOVE.

CTG 77.4, in view of the unfavorable flying conditions,
advised CTG 77.2 of this fact, and requested authority to cancel air opera-
tions for the day. This request was approved at 0432 by CTG 77.2.•-;
CTG 77.4 then, at 0445, cancelled flight operations for this day.'•-'

* COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 150149 October 194 to CTF 77.
CTF 77 Dispatch 150542 October 1944 to COM7¶IRDFLT, all. TFC's and
TGC's SEVENTH Fleet,

*** CTG 77.4 Operation Plan No. 2-4, Serial 00075, October 5th, 1944;
CTG 77.4 Action Report, Leyte Operations, October lth-29th, 1944,
Serial 00120, November 15th, 1944.

**• WTar Diary COMQDESRON 47 October 17th, 1944.
***** War Diary COCICARDIV 25 October 17th, 1944.
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VO X-W C TG 77.5

At 1000 he received authority from CTG 77.2 to retire to the eastward and at
that time changed couree to 120°(T) and speed to eight knots.

At about 1328 he received a dispatch from CTF 77 advis-
ing him of the planned movements of TG's 38.1, 38.2, and 38.3 and 38.4 and
directing him on the follcwing day to strike the western Visayas on October
18th and to adjust the covering support as necessary on the succeeding days.*

At 19C00 he changed course to 310°(T) and increased speed
to nine knots to insure arriving at the 0615 launching point on tize.**

Nothing further of importance occurred during the m-
mainder of the day.

(c) Operations of CTG 77.5 (Minesweeping and Hydrographic
Group).

It will be remembered that CTG 77.5 had been conducting
minesweeping operations since 0610 October 17th when he had commenced opera-
tions in the approaches to Black Beach THREE on Suluan Island. It will also
be remembered that these minesweeping operations had been completed at 0710
and had been negative. Meanwhile minesweepers which were to sweep the
approaches to Black Beach ONE on Dinagat Island were approaching that area,
and his other minesweepers which had been delayed by weather were alsoapproaching their designated sweeping areas.

He was in a difficult situation since the weather wab
worsening. It was clear to him that his minesweepers would encounter great
difficulty in sweeping the areas planned for that day since the sweep gear
was constantly fouling and would, in many cases, be lost. However, despite
this unsatAifactory situation, he boldly continued operations. As will be
shown later, he succeeded in accomplishing limited results and swept twenty-
six chemical horn moored mines."* The operations of his minesweepers, which
will be discussed more or less fully because of the nature of minesweeping
operations and because of the difficulties encountered owing to the Dad
weather, were as follows:

(1) Operations of Minesweeping Unit.

(a) Suluan Island - Homonhon Island Unit.

This unit, consisting of the HOWdARD, PALER,

CHANDIER and SANDS, which had completed its sweep of the approaches to Black
Beach THREE at 0710, reported at 0745 to CTU 77.4.2 for sweep operations in

* CTF 77 Dispatch 170358 October 1914 to CTG'S 77.2 and 77.4.
** Action Report CIU 77.4.1 Leyte Operation, October 12tb-29th, 3.944.
'* War Diaries TOI[EN, VELOCITT, SCOUT, PURSUIT, REQUISITE and SACE,

K October 17th, 1944.
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Co-R CTO 77.5

the Homonhon area. These sweep operations were delayed because of the
aworsening weather and the loss of paravanes,*

II At 1405, despite this weather which was now

approaching typhoon intensity with wind and nea fom the west, this unit
it commenced sweeping tff Black Beach TWO at Homonhon Island. Since the

CHANDLER had lost her sweep gear, only the HOWARD and PALMER were able to
sweep. However, the PALMEER, at 1405, also lost her sweep gear, so that

•I the HOWARD was left alont. The HOWARD's sweep, which was cormleted at
1630 and was negative, was, because of weather conditions3 about 1500 -
2500 yards to seaward of the desired path. The sweep group then was de-
tached from TU 78.4.2, headed into Leyte Gulf at 174.5, and at abdut 2100
rejoined IJ 77.5.1 (Sweep Unit ON). Meanwhile, at 1739, the HOWARD had
had to jettison her sweep gear because sea conditions made it impossible
to recover it.**

,I: (b) Northern Dinagat Island Unit.

The HOVEY (F), HAMILTON, LONG and SOUTHARD
~ .comnenoed sweeping the approaches to Black Beach ONE at 0759 and completed

,,.- weeping at 1000 with negative results. The four sweepers then, at 1051,
commenced a clearance sweep of the main channel between Homonhon• and
Dinagat Islands and the transport areas off Tacloban and Dulag, Leyte
Island known as the Tacloban - Dulag approach channel. They completed
sweeping the southern half of Tacloban - Dalag approach channel at 1650
with negative resultso'":•

•'9 This unit sighted one enemy single engine
plane at 0955 and one two-engine plane at 1208 which planes were obviously
reconnaissance plmans.***

At about 21.00, thu Dinagat Island Unit was re-
joined by the Suluan - Homonhon Island Unit.*"*

(c) BREESE and PREBLE.

These two ships remained outside Leyte Gulf
but in the vicinity of the entrance (Point FIN) and awaited information
regarding the limits of the suspected minefield in Area SWEEP, in order

to lays buoys marking. the-se cXftrc titcs or to lay other buos3 necessary.
However, no call to lay buoys was received. Meanwhile, the PREBLE re-
ceived orders tc assist YfI 71, which was having navgational difficulties,

* War Diary HOWARD, October 17th, 1944.
• * War Diaries HOWARD and PALMER, October 17th, 1944.
S** War Diaries HOVEY, HAMILTON, LONG, SOUJTHARD, October 17bh, 1944
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S1ACTG 77.5

and heard other YMS's reporting trouble but was unable to locate or assist
them.

(" (d) Sweep Units TWO cad THREE were directed on D-3
day to commence a clearance sweep of area "SWEEP" in Leyte Gulf, to U depth
of sixty feet. Area SWEEP was a movable area whose limits were to be ad-
justed along the axis of the approach to channel depending upon the actual
location of the suspected double mine lines.* Therefore, these sweep units
had first to determine the northern and southern limits of the minefield,
if it in fact existed.

(1) Sweep Unit TWO, consisting of the AM's
ZEAL (F), TOKEN, TUMULT, VELOCITY and SCOUT, was to make a clearance sweep
of the northern half of this area. It arrived at 0915 in the vicinity of
Area SWEEP, at 0931 commenced streaming minesweeping gear** and at 1130
commenced sweeping. However, both the ZEAL and the VELOCITY were unable
to sweep due to loss of sweep gear and sweeping was discontinued until
1353 when the SCOUT and the TOKEN, with the TUMULT as mine destruction
vessel, recommenced sweeping in Area SWEEP. At 1750 sweep operations were
discontinued for the day having swept seven chemical horn moored mines.
All of these mines were swept by the SCOUT.Y*

(2) Sweep Unit TH{REE, consisting of the AM' s
REQUISITE (F), PURSUIT, REVENGE, SAGE and SENTRY, was to make a clearance
sweep of the eauthern half of this area. It arrived Leyte Gulf at 0922
and at 0927 commenced seeeping as scheduled. At 1720 it discontinued
sweeping having swept nineteen chemical horn moored mines.***

(e) Sweep Units FOUR, FIVE, SIX and SEVEN, com-
posed of all YMS's less five YMS's which were delayed in arrival at Leyte
Gulf owing to weather difficulties,**-9-* conducted sweeping operations in
accordance with CTG 77.5's plan.**+-* Since the numbers of the five YMS's
which were delayed in arrival are not known, and since the), gradually
staggered into the gulf and rejoined their units, the sweep units are in.-
dicated as being complete, although this is not necessarily correct.
Sweeping was conducted 4s follows:

(1) Sweep Unit FOUR (YNS's 1, 81, 140 (F) and
319), Sweep Unit FIVE (YMS's 238, 243, 286, 293, 335, 398 (F)) an(! Sweep
Unit SIX (YVS's 6, 39, 49, 52, 340 (F), 342) arrived in Leyte Gulf and at
1200 passed Point EEB and commenced exploratory sweeping of Area FLOAT for
moored and acoustic mines to a depth of sixty feet. No mines were dis-
covered. Sweeping operations were completed about sundown.

* CANFSWPA Operation Plan No. 13-4, Annex E, Appendix 3.
** War Diaries TOKEN, VELOCITY, SCOUT, October 17th, 1944.
~**• War Diaries PURSUIT, REQUISITE and SAGE, October 17th, ,944.
SAction Report CTG 77.5, Minesweeping Operations in Surigao Straits

and Leyte Gulf, Serial 0111, October 28th, 1944.
**• CTG 77.5 Minesweeping and Hydrographic Survey Order No. 20-44,

Serial 00101, October 1st, 1944.
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(2) Sweep Unit SEVEN (YMSs 70, 71, 73, 314
and 34) (F)) arrived in Leyte Gulf, and at 1200 passed Point REB and
commenced exploratory sweeping of the southern transport area for moored
and acoustic mines to a depth of thirty feet. No mines were discovered.
Sometime during the late afternoon and more nearly around 1730 YMS 70
foundered, because of the heavy seas. Sweeping operations were discon-
tinued about sundown.*

AS MENTIONED EARLIER, THE MINESWEEPING OPERATIONS
* ON THIS DATE HAVE BEEN DISCUSSED IN CONSIDERABLE DETAIL TO SHOW THAT THE

SUCCESSFUL EXECUTION OF PRE-D-DAY MINESWEEPING CAN BE SERIOUSLY JEOPARDIZED
BY UNFORESEEN CIRCUMSTANCES SUCH AS, IN THIS CASE, ADVERSE WEATHER. THIS
COULD, IN TURN, FORCE A DELAY IN D-DAY WITH (A) THE POSSIBLE RESULTING
CONFUSION TO THE ATTACKING FORCES AND THE PROBABLE INCREASE IN LOSSES SUS-
TAINED THROUGHOUT THE OPERATION AND (B) THE PROBABLE 114PROV0ENT IN THE
ENEAY'S SITUATION THROUGH THE GAIN IN TIME. THE DIFFICULTIES ABOVE NOTED,
SUCH AS THE LOSS OF THE SWEEPS, CLEARLY INDICATE THE COLTINUING NEED FOR
IMPROVEMENT IN THE MATERIALS AND METHODS OF MINESWEEPING SO THAT THE EF-
FECTS OF WEATHER AND OTHER UNFORESEEN CIRCUMSTANCES MAY BE REDUCED TO A
MINIMUM. THE FACT THAT THE MINESWEEPING, DESPITE THE ABOVE HANDICAPS, WAS
EFFECTIVE CAN BE &TTRIBUTED TO THE KN(YdLEDGE WITHIN TG 77.5 REGARDING THE
SWEEPING OF CONTACT MINES AND TO THE ART WITH WHICH THIS KNOWLEDGE WAS
EMPLOYED.

(2) Operations of Hydrographic Unit.

Little information is available concerning the
operations of TU 77.5.2 (Hydrographic Unit) on October 17th, but it appears
correct to say that they entered Leyte Gulf with the YMS' s and commenced
laying buoys to mark the shoal areas.

(d) Operations of CTG 77.6 (Beach Demolition Group),
0719 - 2400 October 17th.

CTG 77.6, with TG 77.6, renained in company
with CTG 77.2 throughout this period. Nothing of importance occurred ex-
cepting that the APD' had difficulty operating in the heavy seas which
forced CTG 77.2 to reduce 6peed to twelve knots.**

(e) Operations of CTG 78.4 (Dinagat Attack Group),
0719 - 2400 October 17th.

It will be recalled that at 0719 the units of
TG 78.4 were heading toward the objective area where they were to land

• Action Report CTG 77.5, Minesweeping Operations in Surigao Straits
and leyte Gulf, Serial 0111, October 29th, 1944.

** War Diary TALBOT October 17th, 1944.
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CTG 78,4 -1
troops and equipment in designed areas of Dinagat Island and Homonhon

Island and to seize Suluan Island.

The weather was bad and had been increasingly

ugly since 0100. The waves were increasing in size and the visibility was
decreasing.

CM1 78.4, WHO HAD RECEIVED NO INSTRUCTIONS FROM
CTG 77.2 TO DELAY THE OPERATIONS, REALIZED THAT THAT COMMANDER, WHO WAS
WELL ASTERN, DESIRED THE SCHEDULED LANDING OPERATIONS TO PROCEED IF IT WAS
AT ALL POSSIBLE. SINCE HE WAS THE COMMANDER ON THE SPOT HE FURTHER REAL-
IZED THAT THIS WAS A DECISION WITHIN HIS COMPETENCE ALONE. HE RESOLUTELY
DECIDED (A) TO CONTINUE THE OPERATIONS HOPING THEREBY TO GAIN SOME IF NOT
ALL OF HIS OBJECTIVES AND (B) TO LEAVE IT TO THE JUD1MENT OF CTU 78.4.2
AND CTU 78.4.4 AS TO WHETHER (R NOT THEY COULD ACCOMPLISH THEIR ASSIGNED
TASKS,

In order to accomplish his objectives, CTIG 78.4
had organized his forces as follows:*

(1) TU 78.4.1 Black Beach ONE Unit (Dinagat Is-
land) composed of the HUGHES (FF), STACK, ROBINSON, GALLUP, WARD, KILTY,
SCHLEY, and HMS ARIADNE. "A" Compaw, SIXTH Ranger Infantry Battalion was
embarked in the SCHLEY,** "B" Company, TWENTY-FIRST Infantry Regiment, in
the ARIADNE,*** and "E" and "F" Companies, SIXTH Ranger Infantry Battalion,
in the WARD.**

(2) TU 78.4.2 Black Beach TWO Unit (Homonhon
Island) composed of the LANG(F), ROSS, BISBEE(F), and HERBERT. "B" Compary,
SIX11i Ranger Infantry Battalion, was in the HERBERT.

(3) TU 78.4.3 Close Covering Group, composed of
the DENVER, COLUMBIA, ROBINSON, ROSS, A.W. GPANT, and BRYANT.

(4) TU 78.4.4 Black Beach THREE Unit (Suluan Is-

land) composed of the DENVER, A.W. GRANT and CROSBY. "D" Company, SIXTH
Ranger Infantry Battalion, was embarked in the CROSBY.**** Three mine-
sweepers, HOWARD, PALMER and CHANDLER and he SANDS were temporarily at-
tached to this unit.

* Action Report CTG 78.4. Report of Dlnagat Group, Serial 0018, un-
dated but probably November 1944.

** War Diary SCHLEY, October 17th, 1944.
*M-* Action Report ARIADNE, Philippine Operation, Serial 3015/08,

October 26th, 1944.
'*" Action Report WARD, Dinagat Operation, Serial 0404, October 20th,

19"4.
*** Action Report COMCRUDIV 12, Bombardment and Support of Landing on

Suluan Island, Serial 0149, November •nd, 1944. COV DE -- "
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Landing operations were effected as follows:

for 820 Shrtl afer his th thee ineweeersand the SANDS., having

Afte a sortbombardment by the DEMVR the
CROSY lnde he tropsin ourboas o th bech tO020 and reported

at 0833 that she had made no contact with the enen7. At 0821 the DENWER
completed her fire support operations. At 1010 the CROSEY reported to CTU
78.4-4, in prtathtroshdbercivdroyally by about 100
natives. thttit-w nmypio shdbe taken,- and that American

In iewofinceasngweather an effort was
now adeto ithrawtheRangr cmpay, ut ll ourboats broached,

Sine te toop coldnot be withdrawn CTU
78..4 iretedtheA.W GRNT nd he ROSY t reointhe DENVERt and then

at 149 ithrewtheshis ofBlak BachTHRT. nitfrom the aroa.

At 830theDENERrejoined CVTG 77.2 in the
are totheeas oftheentanc toLeye Glf.TheA.W. GRANT esCorted

At 140 he OLUBIAandBRYANT, which had
beenopeatin inthe area of Point FIN, rejoined CTG 77.2, at which time,
sine te 4BINONwas with the mtinesweepers inside Leyte Gulf, an~d the
ROS ha jonedTU78.4.2, Th-'s 78.4.3 and 78.4.4 were di ssolved.*

(2) Black Beach '1WO.*4A

In view of the difficulties incurred by the
mineweeersassigned to this beach, OTU 78.4.2 recommended at 1134 that.
opi at os edelayed until the weather ha usdd CTG 78.4 then ordered

a delay if conditions were bad. B3y 1340, weather conditions had become so
bad that, it. became necessairy to delay the oper-ations until the following,

morning (Octolber 18t~h)'.

During the night this unit patrolled off the
entrance to Leyte Gulf.

* Action Report COMCRUDIV 12, Bombardment and Support of Lair1ing on
Suluan Island, Serial 0149, Novembt~r ?nd, 1944.

** Action Report COMCHUJDIV 12, Bombardmernt of Leyte Island by CRUMDV 12,
Serial 0143, November 4th, 19141, pai,,es 2 and 3.

SAction Report UISHLE, Dinagat Attack Group, no serial, November 4th,
19144.

CON FJIT ý
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(3) Black Beach ONE.

At 0741, TU 78.4.1 arrived off the beach and
conducted scheduled bombardment of designated targets on Dinagat Island.
Between 0900 and about 1030 CTU 78.4.1 landed, on Black Beach ONE,* the
landing force consisting of Company "B" of the TWENTY-FIRST Infantry Regi-
ment, and Companies "A", "E", and "F" of the SIXTH Ranger infantry Bat-
talion. No opposition was encountered. After unloading about 35% of the
stores (more could not be unloaded because of weather conditions), CTU
78.4.1, at 1437, retired the unit to the eastward of Desolation Point,
Dinagat Island, for the night.

Setaced teanwhile, at 1121, the ROBINSON had been
"detached to support the minesweepers inside Leyte Gulf.

(2) Operations of CTF 78 (Northern Attack Force), 0719 -
2400 October 17th.

CTF 78 in the BLUE RIDGE, with TF 78 (less both the
Dinagat Attack Group (TG 78.4) and reinforcement Groups ONE, TWO and THREE
(TG's 78.6, 78.7, 78.8)), plus the Close Covering Group (TG 77.3), con-
tinued toward Leyte Gulf via routes ALBATROSS and SHEARWATER. TG 78.6 con-
tinued on toward Leyte Gulf independently while TG's 78.7 and 78.8 remained
at anchor at Hollandia.

At this time (0719) CTU 77.4.34 was providing air
cover not only for TF 78 but al.so for the Landing Craft Movement Group
(Tractor Groups ABLE and BAKER of the Southern Attack Force (TF 79)) which
was proceeding toward Leyte, heretofore without air cover,** and which TF
78 had closed during the night to about fifteen miles.

At 1200 the oiler group (TU 77.7.1) consisting of
the oilers SALAXONIE, SARANAC and ASHTABULA (F) escorted by the BOERS.,
WITTZR and WHITEHURST which had been sighted at 0600, now took fueling sta-
tion in the van of TF 78, and at 1305 commenced fueling the cruisers of the
Close Covering Group (TG 77.3) and those TF 78 escorts that 'tad not been
topped-off during the forenoon by the cruisers. Fueling was completed at
1702.***

War Diaries WARD, SCHLEY, October 17th, 1944; also Action Report CTG
78.4, Report of Dinagat Group, Serial 0018, undated but probably Nov-
ember 1944; Action Report WARD, Dinagat Operation, Serial 0404, October
29th, 1944; Action Report KILTY, Dinagat Operation, October 27th, 1944)

**~ Action Report CUJ 77.4.34, Support of Leyte Operation, October l1th -
November ist, 1944, Serial 0154, November 5th, 1944.

*** Deck Log BOISE, October 17th, 1944; also War Diary SALAMONIE, October
17th, 1944.
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________CT? 79 -F iThe GAMBIER BAY and KITKUN BAY flew sixteen ASP and
twenty-four CAP sorties from sunrise minus thirty minutes (0535) until sun-
set (1756) with negative results.*

At 2400 TF 79 was bearing 1190 (T) distant 387 miles
from Leyte; TG 78.6 was bearing 126 (T) distant 795 miles from Leyte; while
TG's 78.7 and 78.8 continued to remain at anchor at Hollandia.

(3) Operations of CTF 79 (Southern Attack Force), 0719 -

2400 October 17th.

It will be recalled that CTF 79 had sailed his force
from Manus toward Leyte Gulf via route SHEARWATER in two echelons consist-
ing respectively of the landing craft and the transports.

The Landing Craft Movement Group, comprising the
Tractor Groups of Attack Groups ABLE and BAKER, which had depar.ted Manus on
October llth, with their screen, was formed in a single disposition with
COMDESRON FIFTY-FOUR in REMEY as Screen Commander (CTU 79.11.3) and OTC,
SOA eight knots. The second echelon consisting of the transports had de-
parted Manus on October 14th, SOA twelve knots, and was formed into two
groups, with their escorts. Transport Attack Group ABLE (OTC, CTG 79.1 in
the APPALACHIAN) was stationed ten miles ahead of Transport Attack Group
BAKER (OTC, CTG 79.2 in the ROCKY MOUNT). CTG 79 in the MOUNT OLYMPUS was
with Group ABLE.

Air escort (SAGINAW BAY and PETROF BAY) had been
provided the Transport Groups only; the plan called for the escort carriers
(GAMBIER BAY and KITKUN BAY) assigned to TF 78 to extend air cover over the
Tractor Group of TF 79 when these two groups met in the vicinity of Point
ART on D-3. Inasmuch as CTF 79 sailed his force in two groups, the opera-
tions of these groups will be treated separately until they combine at the
objective area on D-day.

(a) Operations of Landing Craft Movement Group of
TF 79.

At 0719 October 17th the seven destroyers of
DESRON FIFTY-FOUR were fueling from the, oilers SALAMONIE, SARANAC and
ASHTABULA (F), (TU 77.7.1), which operations had commenced at 0700. They
completed fueling at 0950 and resumed their screening stations.**

Movement to the objective area was proceeding
according to plan, and at 2400 the Landing Craft Movornent Group was bear-
ing 114 (T) distant 377 miles from Leyte Gulf.

* Action Report GTU 77.4.34, Support of Leyte Operation, October 12th -

November Ist, 1944, Serial 0154, November 5th, 944.
' War Diary COMDESRON 54, October 1944.
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CT? 71

(b) Operations of Transport Groups.*

CTG 79.1 and CTG 79.2, plus TU 77.1.1 (Fleet
Flagship Unit) and TU 77.4.14 (CVE Escort Unit), continued toward Leyte
Gulf along route SHEARWATER, with TG 79.1 in the lead ten miles ahead of
TG 79.2, and TU 77.1.1 between the two transport groups.

During the day nothing unusual occurred. Various
transports exercised at streaming and recovering their paravanes.

The weather continued clear and pleasant, with
gentle southeast winds and smooth sea.

CTU 77,4.14 (PETROF BAY and SAGINAW BAY) main-
tained from thirty minutes before sunrise until sunset a combat air patrol
of four VF, an anti-snooper patrol of four VF, and an anti-submarine patrol
of four VT. In addition, an evening sweep (two VF and two VT) was made
125 miles hbead, returning to base at sunset. Results were all negative.**

At 2400 the Transport Groups of TF 79 bore 1150
(T), distant 540 miles, from Leyte Gulf.

(b) Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boat Group), 0719 -
2400 October 17th.

CTG 70.1 in the OYSTER BAY with TU's 70.1.3 and 70.1.6 (plus
the HALF MOON which was included in the movement to the objective area) re-
mained at anchor at Kossol Passage, Palau.*•*

(c) Submarine Force SEVENTH Fleet.

(1) Operations of CTF 71 (Submarines, West Australia) (Plates
IV, V, VI, VII).

The submarines of TF 71 operated normally. Except for
the BATFISH no new instructions were given to any of the command oa this
"day which would make any change in the general overall deployment and there-
fore the comments made in VolumC I uoncerning the inadequacy of the SOWESPAC
submarine deployment to accomplish adequately the assigned objectives still
obtained. No contacts of unusual importance were made although Japanese
aircraft on patrol were observed by submarines operating off central Luzon.

* Action Report CTG 79.1, Participation in Amphibious Operations for
the Capture of Leyte, P.I., Serial 00454, October 26th, 1944; also
Action Report CTG 79.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0032, November 4th,
1944.

•* Action Report, CTU 77.1-.14, Leyte Operation, Serial 026, November 4th,
1944.

*** War Diary CTG 70.2, October 17th, 1944.
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C TF 71

CTF 71 was aware of the advanced Allied landings on this
day and was alert to keep his submarines informed of any shipping movements
by the Japanese. Among other things he informed (a) the Luzon boats, BONE-
FISH, ANGER LAPON, and RATON, that a southbound transport with an escort-
ing destroyer and air cover had been sighted rounding Cape Bojeador the
previous day and was following the fifty-fathom curve at thirteen knots*
(b) all submarines that the TANTALUS was one day out of Fremantle and would
be routed via Exmouth Gulf, Lombok Strait, Java Sea, and Karimata Strait to
patrol Areas D-3 and rD-4, west of meridian iO80-OOIE,* and (c) the ROCK
and MRGALL that a change had been made in the radio frequency being em-
ployed by the Liberator search planes from China, and advising that these
searches would be made twice daily commencing at 2000 (from Huiling Island)
and repeated every twelve hours.-**

Due to the POLLOCK breaking down at Mio Woendi, and the
necessity of returning her to Pearl Haroor for repairs, he had on the pre-
vious day transferred the CERO, which was also at Mios Woendi, to TF 72,
where she was to replace the POLLOCK for a special mission. He directed
the CERO that, upon completion of her special mission, she wau to consider
herself returned to him and was to proceed to Pearl Harbor.*-**

During the late afternoon he received a dispatch from
CTF 17, advising that, due to the cperations of TY" 38, BLACKFIN, which was
to be transferred. to TF 71, would be delayed a few days and that CTF 17
would later send him the exact date of Op-Control tran.sfer.*-* The
BLACKFIN, which at this tire -:as en route to A'.ea A.-8 in SO0WSPAO>P,ý-ý:' had
been ordered to retire to '-ev PAIULOR until further notice in order to re-
main clear of COMTHIRDFLT's operation area.**P**

At 1723 he advised the Cominanding Officer TAN!TIVY that
(a) he was to break radio silence to report any contact with enemy com-
batant ships such as cruisers or larger (b) if she sighted a large tasl.:
force the sending of the contact report was of prinax7 importance and (c)
if the contact was smaller than a cruiser he was to attack first if possi-
ble.*l-i•-• Since these dispatch instructions were quite sinilal' to the
orders issued by CG'i l.*- ** as well as by CTG 71.7 ,

*O FT 71 Disn'atch 161801 October 1944 to TG's 71.1 and 71.7.
CG'f 71 Dispatch 170614 October 1944 to TO's 71.1 and 71.7
CTF 71 Dispatch 170519 October 19441 tu TG 71.1.
CTF 71 Dispatch 161823 OctLober 1944. to CTF 72; CTM 73.5,
CTF 17 Dispatch 170609 October 1944 to CTF 71.
CTF 17 Dispatch 110237 October 19414 to CTG 17.7.

*i -H* War Patrol Report BLACKFI11, Report of First War Patrol, Serial

021 December 4th, 194]+; also CV1CPOA Dispatch 15093R October
1944 to COMMHIRDFLT.

~***-~*- CTF 71 Dispatch 170823 October 1944 to TG 71.7, Z4L/1 and TANTIVY.
•4 4 Annex A to CTG 71.1 Operation Plan 1-44, September Ist, 1944,

para. 2121.
*•-•* Annex A to CTG 71.7 Operation A-44, September 15th, 1944, para,

I1, Radio Security.
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2! n I CTF 71

(Coanander British and Netherlands submarines) it is assumed that it was
sent in reply to a query, or because CTF 71 felt that possibly the basic
oraers required clarification. In this connection it is to be noted that
this dispatch was sent to 'I 71.7.

Finally, he issued an information serial to his sub-
marines that the latest reports indicated that the Japanese Striking force
had again refused to play with Admiral Halsey's "first team. "*

The operations of the submarines in this volume will
generally be discussed as groups assigned to a particular area or as in-
dividual submarinies depending on which arrarnement appears the more de-
sirable. They will be discussed chronologically as presented in CTF 71's
dispatch of October 10th, wherein he advised COMSEVLT1iFLT as to the planned
disposition of TF 71 submarines, as discussed in Volume I of this analysis
and as shown in Plate VI. However, submarines operating in areas south of
the Java Sea such as the SIR.DAR which was operating in Sunda Strait, and
submarines which had broken down, such as the RAY, which was en route to
Mios Woendi for repairs will not normally be included. Contacts on ship-
ping will be indicated only if Lmportant -- in gener.al over 500 tons.

In discussing the submarin2 operations the following
considerations have been guiding factors:

(1) Effective average contact ranges.*-

(a) On independent merchant ships.

(1) Radar.

(a) Surface - six miles.

(b) Submerged - none.

(2) Periscope - five miles.

(3) Sonar - QB/JK two and one-half miles JP
three and three-quarter miles

(b) On escorted combatant ships.

(1) Radar.

(a) Surface - ten miles.

(b) Submerged - none.

* CTF 71 Dispatch 171056 October 1941 to TG 71.1.
" Subjmarine Warfare Instr.ctiors, USF-9 Navy Depart.•ent 1946, page 16-5,

para. 1604.
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SUBMARINE OPERATING AREA CLASSIFICATIONS
SOUTHWEST PAC1Fit,, 8 ADJACENT CENTRAL PACIFIC

OCTO F3 E R 8 th, - 3! st, inc. 1944
(APPENDIX ', TO ANNEX 'C TO CANF. SWPA OP-PLAN 13-44,1

All areas subnmarine palrol zones unless oti'rwjse indicated' COMSOWESPAC ZONE NOTICES 3 ,4,5.G.7.,49,11
Dotted areas indicate air surface zone
Hatch~ed oreas indicate joint zone L
Mottled areas indicate blind bombing zone

OCTOBER 189 10 It 12 13;i 14; 15:16 1: 7 l8 ý19 20: 21 22 23 24: 25 26 27 28 29 30 3i

A2 to AS

B2toB89I

C3-C4 _____I________ _____________

DI to D

E EI-- E2-E4-E5-ES

E9 --- ~3

* Fl to F3-F8

GI to G6 - G8 - ~ ~ ~ ¶$~ ~ ~~

Hl H2 ---- 5-

PASTURE7

*(WOODLOT)
ROSEGARDEN

MAPILEGROVE j±____
FLOWERBED [
CORN-FIELO .- i-

BRIAR-PATCGH j ______

* VINEYARD -7T 7 M ,~4.
BETWEENcEAST I
COAST PHILIPIN~ES I
AND AREAS.....

AND FISH-POND tI

*Woodlot .Iii,;ed rino Pasture and Rasegarden 0928 October 121h.
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_ _CTF 71

(2) Periscope - six miles.

(3) Sonar - QB/JK five and one-half miles.
JP seven and one-half miles.

(2) Basic instructions by dispatch:

(a) At 0052 October lUth all submarines of SOWESPAC
were directed as follows:

Events next fifteen days necessitate that you
do not depart assigned areas without giving us prior notice. Some adjust-
ments of areas and extensions of patrol will probably be necessary. Those
now en route home, keep on coming.*

(b) This was followed at:

(1) 1418 October 11th by instructions to RAY,
info others, which included the phrase "early advice movements enemy com-
batant ships is extremely important".,**

(2) 1707 October llth by instructions to BLUE-
GILL and ANGLER, info others, which included the phrase "early advice move-
ments combatant units important",***

(3) 2129 October 16th by instructions to
TANTIVY, info others, which included the phrase "advise earliest feasible
any enemy combatant vessel contacts".****

(c) The above messages under (a) and (b) should
have clearly indicated to all submarine commanders the nature of forth-
cominig events even if, as seems most likely, they did not know of the Leyte
operation.

(a) BREAM and RATON.

These two submarines, which were to constitute a co-
ordinated attack group (wolf pack) when on station, were independently en
route to their patrol stations in Areas A3-A7 (Plate IV) off west coast
Luzon. They were far apart. On this day the BREAM, which was the
southernmost, continued to pass through Makassar Strait remaining on the
surface both day and night s•* except as necessary to avoid enemy aircraft

* CTF 71 Dispatch 101552 October 1944 to all submarines.
CTF 71 Dispatch 110518 October 1944 to all submarines.

•~ * CTF 71 Dispatch 110807 October 1944 to all submarines.
•*~ CTF 71 Dispatch 161229 October 1944 to all submarines.
**-* War Patrol Report BREAM, Report of THIRD War Patrol, Serial 021,

November 22nd, 1944.
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and succeeded between 0719 and 2400 in advancing some 110 miles toward her
station.

Meanwhile, the HATON headed for Mindoro Strait. During
the forenoon at 1020 she made contact on a submarine which she was unable
to identify, but which appears to have been the NAUTILUS.* She operated
submerged until 1725 when she surfaced to pass through Mindoro Strait. She
completed transit at 2300, at which time her commanding officer decided
that since he would be unable to reach his designated area before dawn, he
would patrol off Cape Calavite until the next night.*

THE REASON GIVEN FOR REMAINING OFF CAPE CALAVITE IS NOT
CONSIDERED TO BE THE SOLE REASON, NOR IS IT LIKELY THAT IT WAS THE REAL
REASON. THE REAL REASON CAN BE FOUND IN HIS BASIC ORDERS, WHICH NOT ONLY
FAILED TO GIVE A DATE ON WHICH HE WAS TO BE ON STATION BUT ALSO DIRECTED
HIM TO "EXPLOIT TRAFFIC LANES AND FOCAL POINTS EN ROUTE TO AND FROM AREAS".**
SINCE THE ENTRANCE TO MINDORO STRAIT WAS A DISTINCT FOCAL POINT AND WOULD
LIKELY BE GOOD HUNTING GROUND FOR JAPANESE SHIPPING, IT SEEMS REASONABLE

TO ASSUME THAT THIS WAS THE COMMeANDING OFFICER RATON'S REAL REASON FOR RE-
MAINING THERE. IN MAKING THIS DECISION HE DOES NOT APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN
SERIOUSLY AFFECTED BY THE MESSAGES LISTED UNDER "BASIC INSTRUCTIONS BY DIS-
PATCH", REFERRED TO AB(OVE.

IT IS VERY LIKELY THAT HE DID NOT REALIZE THAT CTF 71 HAD
REPORTED THAT HE WOULD BE IN THE AREA A3-A7 ON OCTOBER 15TH, AS STATED BY
COMSOWrSPAC TO CINCPOA BY DISPATCH ON OCTOBER llTH.i,- leafy CTF 71 GAVE
SUCH INDEFINITE ORDERS TO THE COMJANDING OFFICER RATON IS NOT KNOWN AL-
THOUGH IT IS KNOWN THAT HE GAVE SIMILAR ORDERS TO ALL SUBMARINES OF TG 71.1
WHICH INCLUDED THE BREAM. IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT HE HAD BEEN AFFECTED BY THE
CONCEPT THAT NO MAJOR ELEMENTS OF THE JAPANESE FLEET WOULD BE 1NVOLVED IN
OPPOSITION TO THE ALLIED LANDINGS AT LEYTE, AND THEREFORE FELT THAT IT WAS
NOT NECESSARY FOR HIS SUBMARINES TO BE ON STATION AS PLANNED.**** INSTEAD,
TEEY WERE TO SINK MERCHANT SHIPPING AND TO OPERATE AS USUAL EN ROUTE TO
STATION. IF THIS WAS HIS MOTIVATION IT WAS UNSOUND, SINCE IT CAUSED
VaCANCIES TO BE CREATED IN THE ALLIED DEFENSIVE SUBMARINE SCREEN, INFORMA-
TION OF WHICH HAD NOT BEEN TRANSMITTED TO THE INTERESTED COI"2LANDERS, NOTA-
BLY COMSOWESPAC, COMSEVENTHFLT, CINCPOA AND COMTHIRDFLT.

Neither the BREAM now the RATON made any contacts of
importance on this day.

* War Patrol Report RA\TON, Report of SIXTH War Patrol, no serial,
December 1st, 1944.

* CTG 71..1 Operation Order 141-44, October 5th, 1944 to RATON.
* CTF 71 Dispatch 101426 October 1944 to COMSEVENTHFLT and CEY$OWESPAC.

SCANF SOWESPACAREA Operation Plan 13-44, Serial 00022A, September
26th, 1944, Annex M.
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CO~h&CreC'rF 71
(b) ROCK and BiiGALL.

These two submarines had been directed to patrol a line
from Cape Varella (Annam) eastward to North Danger Shoal; the iOCU to patrol
to the eastward, the BEG'GALL to the westward of Longitude ll2u•O0'E. vWhile
on patrol these two submarines were to act, in a sense, as lifeguards for
China-based planes which were conducting a daily search in support of
KING II.* The BERGALL, which was on station, patrolled her station on the
surface** while the ROCK, which was not as yet on station, proceeded slowly
toward North Danger Shoal.*** She remained submerged during the day and
surfaced at 1912. Neither submarine made any important c(.ntacts.

(c) BLUEGILL and ANGLER.

These two submarines, which were operating as a co-
ordinated attack group (wolf pack) under the Comnmanding Officer BLUEGIoL,
continued their patrols. The ANGLER patrolled between Lubang Island and
Cape Calavite (Mindoro) while the BLUEGILL patrolled a NW-SZ line from the
NW coast of Lubang Island to the ncrthern boundary of Area A-4. During
this day the ANGLER operated submerged while during the night she opereted
on the surface. She made no important contacts.ý-"-* The BLUEGILL also
operated submerged during daylight buL surfaced at 1740. She contacted at
18•0 two destroyer escorts on antisubmarine patrol about twelve miles to
the northwest. She maintained contact without closing, presumably because
the commanding officer correctly felt it unwise to expose his position and
thereby prevent proper reconnaissance.*9*

(d) T)ACE and DARTER.

These two submarines operated 1:s a coordinated attack
group (wolf pack) under the Cr'rwnanding Officer DARTER. During ti 9 day they
operated submerged, during the night they operated on the surface. On this
day the DACE patrolled the entrance to Balabac 3trait until about 1930 when
she surfaced and then departed the area and headed for a rendezvous in
Palawan Passa-e with the attack group coinwader. At 2330 bhe rendezvoused
with the DARTER, which had been putrolling east of Royal Captain Shoal in
Palavan Passage. She was then directed by the wolf pack comarnder to ex-
change stations and to patrol. Palawan iPasma-e at the rrthem limit of kn.ra
A-6. This exchange of station operation, while standard within the sub-
marines for the purpose of rotating patrol areas and thus givinke; each sub-
marine a similar opportunity for contaots, was incorrectly done since it

CTF 71 Dispatch i60456 October 1944 to CTG 71.1.
** War Patrol kepope BE!GALL., Repoit of F1iR ;r War Patrol, Serial 0102,

November 8th, 1944; Deck Log i•EHGALL, October 17th, 1944.
*• War Patrol Report POCK, teport of FOU FH War Patrol, Serial 016,

November l1th, 1944; also Deck Log _..C0, October 17th, 1944.
S**** War Patrol Report ANGLER, Report of FIFTH ,4ar Patrol, Serial 09,

November 9th, 1944.
***** War Patrol Report BLJiGILL, Report of T'HIRDU War Patrol, Serial 039,

November 25th, 1944.
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and succeeded between 0719 and 2400 in advancing some 110 miles toward her
station.

Meanwhile, the RATON headed for Mindoro Strait. During
the forenoon at 1020 she made contact on a submarine which she was unable
to identify, but which appears to have been the NAUTILUS.* She operated
submerged until 1725 when she surfaced to pass through Mindoro Strait. She
completed transit at 2300, at which time her commanding officer decided
that since he would be unable to reach his designated area before dawn, he
would patrol off Cape Calavite until the next night.*

THE REASON GIVEN FOR REMAINING OFF CAPE CALAVITE IS NOT
CONSIDERED TO BE THE SOLE REASON, NOR IS IT LIKELY THAT IT WAS THE REAL
REASON. THE REAL REASON CAN BE FOUND IN HIS BASIC ORDERS, 'WHICH NOT ONLY
FAILED TO GIVE A DATE ON WHICH HE WAS TO BE ON STATION BUT ALSO DIRECTED
HIM TO "EXPLOIT TRAFFIC LANES AND FOCAL POINTS EN ROUTE TO AND FROM AREAS".**
SINCE THE ENTRANCE TO MINDORO STRAIT WAS A DISTINCT FOCAL POINT AND WOULD
LIKELY BE GOOD HUNTING GROUND FOR JAPANESE SHIPPING, IT SEEMS REASONABLE
TO ASSUME THAT THIS WAS THE COMMANDING OFFICER RATON tS REAL REASON FOR RE-
MAINING THERE. IN MAKING THIS DECISION HE DOES NOT APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN
SERIOUSLY AFFECTED BY THE MESSAGES LISTED UNDER "BASIC INSTRUCTIONS BY DIS-
PATCH", REFERRED TO ABOVE.

IT IS VERY LIKELY THAT HE DID NOT REALIZE THAT CTF 71 HAD
REPORTED THAT HE WOULD BE IN THE AREA A3-A7 ON OCTOBER 15TH, AS STATED BY
COM=S•ESPAC TO CINCPOA BY DISPATCH ON OCTOBER llTH.i**- WHY CTF 71 GAVE
SUCH INDEFINITE ORDERS TO THE COM14,NDING OFFICER RATON IS NOT KNOWN AL-
THOUGH IT IS KNOWN THAT HE GAVE SIMILAR ORDERS TO ALL SUBMARINES OF TG 71.1
WHICH INCLUDED THE BREAM. IT SEMIS LIKELY THAT HE HAD BEEN AFFECTED BY THE
CONCEPT THAT NO MAJOR ELEMENTS OF THE JAPANESE FLEET WOULD BE INVOLVED IN
OPPOSITION TO THE ALLIED LANDINGS AT LEYTE, AND THEREFORE FELT THAT IT WAS
NOT NECESSARY FOR HIS SUBMARINES TO BE ON STATION AS PLANNED.**** INSTEAD,
THEY WERE TO SINK MERCHANT SHIPPING AND TO OPERATE AS USUAL EN ROUTE TO
STATION. IF THIS WAS HIS MOTIVATION IT WAS UNSOUND, SINCE IT CAUSED
VACANCIES TO BE CREATED IN THE ALLIED DEFENSIVE SUBMARINE SCREEN, INFORMA-
TION OF WHICH HAD NOT BEEN TRANSMITTED TO THE INTERESTED COM•4ANDERS, NOTA-
BLY COMSOWESPAC, COMSEVENTHFLT, CINCPOA AND COMTHIRDFLT.

Neither the BREAM now the RATON made any contacts of
importance on this day.

* War Patrol Report RATON, Report of SIXTH War Patrol, no serial,
December 1st, 194.

** CTG 71.1 Operation Order 141-44, October 5th, 1944 to RATON.
"-** CTF 71 Dispatch 101426 October 1944 to COMSEVENTHFLT and COMSOWESPAC.

SCANF SOWESPACAREA Operation Plan 13-44, Serial 00022A, September
26th, 1944, Annex M.
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(f) GUITARRO

This submarine continued on through Makassar Strait
toward her patrol area in the Sulu Sea south of Latitude 1LO-0O'N. She
operated submerged during daylight hours and on the surface during dark-
ness. She made no contacts of consequcnce.*

(g) TANITIVY.

This submarine which was procevding submurged to patrol
area F-7 (Makassar Strait) south of Latitude 20-001S surfaced at dark and
at 2300 commenced passage through Lombok Strait. Sh(a, made no contacts.3 >'

(h) STOIC and ZWAARDVJJCEI.

The STOIC conduct.:d antishipping patrol in area &-5 and
the ZWAAHDVISCH conducted sijmilar patrol J- areLa S-8. Both of Lhcsi patrol
areas were in the Java Sea. While no inforaiition is available as to the
e,'act locations of these two submarines GTF (3 t.s daily submarine plot for
October 194L; locates them in about the center of their aruas. They appear
to have made no contacts of consequence.

(i) STURDY.

This submarine departed area E-7 (Gulf of lioni) on ti1is
date and headed foor Fremantle.---•*

(j) GUIRNARD.

This subnan ine which had been directed to patrol arcas
0-4 and D-7 nroceedcd on through the Java Sea toward her patrol jtation.
She operated submerged throughout the day in order Lo avoid detection since
she planned to pass through Karimata Strait on tVie night of Uctober 18th.
She surfaced at 1948. No contacts of consequence were i~nde.W;i:

(k) BATF].al.

The BATFISII, which had bUeuiideirgoing ,atxu" :opairs
at Darwin departed tnat base at 1530 and headed for her patrol area A-8 via

War Patrol Report GUITAttQ, Heport of 11{1iD WaLr Patrol, Serial 044,
November 16th, 1944.

* War Patrol TANTRVY, Report of SKVRNTIl War Patrol, no serial, November
4th, 1944.

NHH" War Diary CTF 7J., Daily Dispositions Submarines Based Weste'n
Australia.

it> Hf War Patrol Report GUNIAIUJ, iReport of SEV'JLNITH Wai Patrol, Serial 030,
November 17th, 1944.
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the Flores Sea, Makassar Strait, Sibutu Pass, and Mindoro Strait.* She I
proceeded on the surface and only submerged when forced to do so by Japa-
nese aircraft.•:H At 1905 she commenced transiting the pass to the east
of Timor and prior to midnight had entered the Banda Sea.-* Apparontly
while at Darin she had received new orders which changed her patrol area
from D-5 and D-6 to A-S. This is shown by the dispatch from CTG 71.1 is-
sued on the following day which advised all submarines of the BATFISH's
new scheduie.* She operated on the surface and made no contacts of conse-
quence.

(I) ST~am.

This submarine was an route on the surface to her pdtrol
station in Area G-7 (Gulf of Boni) where sh•; appears to have been the re-
placement for the STUILDY.3- At 2400 sho was in the Sawu Sea about one
hundred miles southwest of Ombai Passage. She made no contacts of conse-
quunce **'

(i) TANTALUS.

The TLNTAIUS was en route to !cuouth Gulf, Australia,
for fuel prior to d eparture for hur patrol station in South Anainbau Islands.
Sht, had departed Frenantlu thu provious day (October 10th). She lmde no
important contacto.i 'H-

(n) Lifeguard Subimnrines.

There weru four lifuguard uubnarines: X3NEYF3I1, CUD,
LAPON, and PADDLE.

The BONLY161Y, which operated in general on the surface,
patrolled her lifeguard station off Cape Dolinao at the entrance to
Lingayen Gulf. :_ _ _ _ _

The COD, which operated on the surface, patrolled her
lifeguard station on Area A-3 off SubicBa.•,-,

'V TG 71.1 Dispatch 181122 October 1944• to 'IV 71.1
k* War Patrol iReport BATFISH, Iteport of FIFTH' War Patrol, Serial 057,

December ist, 1944.
War Diary CTF 71, Daily Dispositions Submarinvs Basemd Western
Australia.

"- War Patrol Heport 5IY3)M, Report of ElGIHTII Wcr Patrol, COM3UDSEV VNTIIFLT
Serial 00355, Dec-truber 11th, 1944.

' War Patrol Report 3ONEF'ISi, Report of _L'XTH War Patrol, no serial,
Novunber 8th, 1944.
War Patrol Aeport COD, Report of FIFT11 War Patrol, Serial 06, Novem-
ber 20th, 1.94•; also Deck Log COL), October 17th, 1941.
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JAPANESE NAVAL & MERCHANT SHIP LOSSES.

EFFECTED BY T.F 71 SUBMARINES
IN THE SOUTHWEST PACIFIC-SOUTH OF LAT. 18*-30' N.

OCTOBER 1944

-, 7ThLT: 2,ý2I :2 ;i,!345 2G 2128 29o30 ,1]

SOUTH CHINA SEA
. .

.A-NGLER 
. .

AS'PO KO ',.
BtERGALL 

.t . .I . ..

1ONEFISH . . . . . .

GABRILLA 2 I ,I. .

COD ' , ,IJA (,; " II • II "

DARTER

F'LASIiER 
34I.i - F . i

Q GUI TA RRO *I. I • . .

HAMMERHE-AD 3 I2 ,

RATON i2
-. LA P O)N I .I Iii . . i ;

HAY ' I I

HAWKBILL + BAYA"

[Iii. iIi77 I-ii5To ,oT i,-o To :2 , 2 oToT 1 _ I0

"" iSinkings include all merchant ship- of 500or more gross. tons and all naval ships.

(Prepared by Joint Army -Navy Assessment Conmitt(," )February 1947.
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CONP CTF 72
N CAAF SOWESPAC

The LAPON, which operated submerged during daylight
and. on the surface at night, patrolled. her station about fifteen miles
northeast of Quiniluban Island in the northern part of the Sulu Sea.*

The PADDLE, which operated on the surf. _e or submerged,
as the situation demanded, continued to operate in Makassar Strait.%*

None of these submarines roceived lifeguard calls and
none made important contacts, although the BONIgISII and the COD contacted
on radar, and sometimes sighted, numerous enemy planes.

(o) Submarines Retiring from the Area.

The submarines retiring from the area, notably BAYA,
CAVALIA, HAWKBILI., BECUNA, FLASHEZ?, HOI; SEA UOV&, SPITEFUL, TiZLbU4ACHUS
and STURDY made no contacts of consequence on this day.

(2) Operations of CTF 72 (Submarines, East Australia), 0719 -

2400, October 17th.

6ince the thrcn2 submarities NAUTILUS, NAUIOIAL and CEUU,
which operated in -OWEýSPAC north of thu NUI barrier islands, were engaged
in special missions only, the operations of thebe submarines will, as
stated in Volume I, be omitted from this analysis.

(2) Opei-ations of CAAF 3OW'SPAC, 0719 - 2400, October 17th.

At 071' on October 17th Corminurder Allied Air Forces, WOWE3IAC, was
embarked, with COMSUWE.SPAC, in NAiiiVIILE en noute to Leyte in o..der to ox-
pedite tne early establishment of land-based aircraft in the objective area,
since he was dubious of the ability of carrier-based planes to maintain the
rcquired air supi)ort.iý"F (:,ee Discussion, Volume 1, paiguQ 35).

Meanwhile, his coimiand continued to function normally from its head-
quarteru at llollandia.*`-3:- lHe is3,ued no instructions of consequence during
this day.

Sometime in tUe afternoon he received a dispatch from General Head-
quarters at Hollandia advising (a) that the runways at Morotai were reported

War Patrol Report LAPOU, deport of JXT1[ War Patrol, Serial 44,
October 31st, 1944.

• War Patrol Report PADDY,': Report of SIXTH War Patrol, Serial 018,
Novumber 1st, 1944.

i :4* CAAF SOWS&SPAC letter to COMSIO;L:.'PAC July 11th, l)44, contained in
Air _-,valuation Board SOWSI'PAC Leyte Campaign, june 1945, page 23.
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as not premitting institution of Search Plan FOX prior to daylight October
19th, and (b) directing that, pending the establishment Search Plan FOX
(Aevised) from Morotai over Sulu - China Sea Sectors ONE, TW, and THui.JI,
(1) the present PB4Y searches (from Biak) were to be extended over the same
area to maximum range and (2) a night PBY search from Morotai over the same
area to maximum range was to be initiated immediately.*

At about 1909 he received a dispatch from COOWESPAC which directed
that, effective 0900 D-2, Aflied air forces would attack hostile shipping in
the Visayas west of the line Canauayor Island (Latitude O9 0 -OltN, Longitude
124&-511E) - east coast of Camiguin Island - east coast of Bohol - Olango
Island - northeast tip Cebu - southeast tip Masbate* (Appendix III). This
was in furtherance of the prior provision that when bombers were established
on Morotai, CAAF SOWESPAC would extend neutralization to include the Celebes
Sea and Visayan area, exclusive of Leyte and Samar, while escort carriers
were present.***

The extension of his area of operations was undoubtedly welcome to
CAAF S3OWISPAC, for it presented an opportunity for his forces, which had un-
til this time been conducting supporting air operations in the fringe areas,
to play a more active role in isolating Leyte from the rest of the Philip-
pines.

As to aircraft in position to reach the Visayas, CAAF SOWESPAC had
at Morotai on October 17th twenty-st;ven medium bombers (B-25's) and ninety-
one fighters (fifty-two P-38's and thirty-nine P-47's) (Volume I, Table 1).
The number of fighters included those required for local defense.

(a) Operations of C.G. FIFTH Air Force, 0719 - 2400, October 17th.

C.G. FIFTH Air Force, from his heLdquarters at Biak, con-
tinued his operations on this date in accordance with his support objective.
He continued:

(1) Neutralizing operations against hostile naval and air
forces and shipping in the Mindanao area south of Latitude O8'-451N,•4*** al-
though how he "neutralized" shipping is not explained, since shipping, per
se, cannot be neutralized. These operations consisted of attacking enemy
shipping facilities and installations in the Davao area of Mindanao, employ-
ing fifty-nine B-24's from Biak (which strike the Japanese reported as hav-
ing dropped their bombs about six kilometers at sea from Davao airfield

* W4Q SOWLh31JAC Dispatch 170102 October 1944 to CAAF SUWi;SPAC.
COMSOWiSPAC Dispatch 170939 October 1944 to CAAF SOW1,SPAC, CANF
SOW&5PAC, info CO14FIFTHAIitFOR, COMTHItDYLT, CTF 77, etc.

• CAAF SOWESPAC Operating Instructions (Rlevised) No. 71/1, October
4th, 1944.

, Allied Air Forces SOWEiS1'AC Operating Instructions (Revised), No,
71/1, October 4th., 1944.
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CG THIRTEENTH AIR FORCE
C2 73

No. i)* and attacking targets of. opportunity in the Zamboanga area, employ-
ing fifteen P-3Ss from Morotai;**

(2) Air search and reconnaibiance operations as required in
current plans.*-* Theese operations consisted of (1) searches, under jearch
Plan SjASY, to be discussed under TF 73, and (2) night sea Scarci•s of the
central Philippines. These searches wore accomplished by four Wl-214's
(LAm.-24's) from Biak, which searched the Sibuyan and tMindanao jcac and) ox-.
cep6 for sighting one large and two small ships in thie ibuyan Sea, w,-ra
negative ;-•

(3) 1 hotographie ope oations.-. These consisted of L9hotogr.apl-.
ing, among other places, Da-vao and Balikpapan for reconnaiss;:mcc 1)UrIoS(;,

and Mindoro for mapping purpoz-es.-,';ý:-< These operations had been underway
for some time. Davao was important since the largest concentration of air
facilities in Mindanao was in that area with a capacity of more thanl 500
planes. Balik)apan was important because it was a s;ource of fuel.

C.G. FIFTH Air Force conducted nuierous uther operations,, on
October 17th, but these will not b;, discus;ed since they hivd no direct bear-
ing on the Leyte operation.

(b) Operations of T1II;tTH'WTI[ Air Force, Northern jaloinon' Air Group,
and Royal Australian Air Force. Corm-nd.

As stated in Volinuw, 1, siucke (1) the 'T![IITýTLLNTIýI Air Force was
not directly involved ,n thie Battle for Leyte Gulf but rather in relieving
the FIFTH Air Force f-. resoonsibilities in the rear ar,'s as the latter
moved into the obje cive arua, and (2) sin-ce, except for their part in the
Allied plan for l I-based air reconnaissance discusse.d ii Volume 1 under
Allied Air Search ,nd ReconlaissarIc'2, the Northern Solofnris Air Group and
the Royal AustraJ tan Air Force Conwuand were concerned primarily with opela-
tions ill thle real: or•as to protect cxis;tii ba.s-.is and destroy eie:iky forces
in by-pasusd arel, tou operations of these tihree conumands will be dropped
from furtiher discussion in this analysis.

(c) Operations of CTF 73 (Na'valI Air' Force), 0719 - 2JO October 17th.

CTF 73, who was• operutir t geerally undIr CAAI' [302;.F AC us dis-
cussed in Volume I of this analysis, and who Lad be rn operating his searches
in accordance with ý3oatch Pizin -]%.;Y, conuiinu..l -.o ;o opera.te on thisL day.

(Plate Viii and Dia.:ram "B").

War Diary CoGnander 6lt Air Flotilla, October 191/4, 1')C ,)0oCemerCt
16164), NA 1.2260.

; A-2 FIP"TII Air Force, Report on Act iviLL ;s, Oct.ober 17tL1, 1944.
t:-'c Allied Air Force ;3hWLM':PAC Opertiing ,uis•oction! No. 71, 5eptembor

24th, 1944.
: Frageontary Field Order No. 291], leadqnhp~arturs 1lh"TEi Air Porce, Octo-

ber 17th, 19944.
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CINCPAC - C*NCPOA
COMMANDER WESTERN PACIFIC TASK FORCES

COMXI•IRDFLT

All planes, except one plane from Owi, made a ono hundred per
cent coverage of their sectors with negative results, The Owi plane was
forced to land at Morotai, and since no report of its search is available,
its search effectiveness is not known.*

(B) CI14CPAC - CINCPOA, 0710 - 2400, October 17th.

(1) Western Pacific Task Forces.

(a) Operations oC COMTIIYIDFLT.

it will be remembered that C(JMTI hILT, who was also Commander
Western Pacific Task Forces, had been operating with TG's 38.2 and 38.3 in
Latitude 21°-251N, Longitude 127°-25'E and that TG 38.1 had been oper'ating
in Latitude 21 0 -OO'N, Longitude 1270 -OCSE since about 0500.

Since al1 three of these task groups had launched air searches
at dawn, COMTHIRDFLT awaited the results of these searcihes. He knew that
tie searcnes should reach their outer limits by about 0830 or earlier and
he therefore appears to have awaited unitil after this time before issalUg
new instructions to his command.

Diagram B shows that TC 38.2's search duplicated the northern
portion of the search being conducted at this •--e tir.e by CU; 38.1. Whýile
the reason is not entirely clear, the duplication was probably caused by the
looseness of COMTHIRDFLT's instructions to CTG 38.1. It will be rsmermbei'ea
that on the previous evening he had directed CUG 38.1 to procead to vicinity
Latitude 21 0 -O0'0., Longitude 127°- 00E' to arrive at 0500 October 17th and to
launch a search to the west and northwest.•-A- But what did that mean? CTG
3Pý. evidently interpreted these orders to mean to search from 26 0 °(T. to
360 (T) to a radius of 300 miles whereas COMTHIRDFLT appearq to have ey.-
pected him to search from possibly 2700 (T) to 315'(T). Had COMTHIK1 JFLT
directed CTG 38.1 to conduct a search through a definite sector which he
established by degrecs rather than by points, which, in mW e'•n naval xzsage,
means a general rather than a specific dire•tion, it is likely that such
duplication would not have occur'ed.

That COMTHIRDFLT realized so:ime four hov*rs ]_itex that his danm
search instruction to CTG 38.1 had been loosely- drawn se-,ms clccar, f'..-, as
has been shown in Volume I, he, at 0007, had ordered that ý-r)'iemndtr by ur-
gent dispatch to advise him immediately of the sectors be oect ý to searoh
at dawn, and of his estimated 0700 position.- The duplication appears to
nave resulted either from the fact (1) that CGI 38.1 did nob receive this
dispatch or received it too late to act on it, or (2) his reply was not

A-2, FIFTH Air Force, Report of Activities, October 17th, 1941k.
*:- 20NT1IThDFLT Dispatch 161104 October 1944 to CTG 38.1.

All COMTIIIIDiQLT Dispatch 1615o)7 October 1944 to CIG 38.1.
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received by COMTHIRDFLT in time to be effective. The form.er seems to be
the more correct, since no record of a reply i.s available to this analysis.

It will be obstrved that COI4TIIIRDFLT issued these instructions
directl• to CTG 38.1.

It might be well to digress here for a moment to point out that

his actiorn in so doing was not unusual but was instead his normal practice
in this operation, particularily after the torpedoing of the CANBEIRRA Octo-
ber 13th. Because of this torpedoing he felt it necessary to depart con-
siderably from the criginal employment schedule* prepared by CTF 38 and is-
sued his instructions directly to the task group commanders rather thon

through CTF 38.

He stated later ihat he did this because he felt that he could
thereby exercise his cormiand morp effectiv,;ly t;han he could by issuing in-
structions through CTF 38, who was his immediate subordinate in the direct
chain of command. He further stated that in deciding to operate in this
fashion he had been greatly influenced by the following factors: (1) he
was physically ia the N ..W JD nd ph;s" " .... ,.,Vithin ' '

(2) except fur his land based aircriaft his combat command consisted pri-
marily of that task force, (3) the resulting reduction of radio traffic in-
cident to direct control of the task groups, (4) the limitation of dispatches
to one tasi, group only which would reduce the radio traffic necessary to ac-
complish his plans, (5) the resulting denial to Japanese radio intelligence

of contacts ý,n ,av . W, one La~ k giouj and (6) 'ie superior communication
facilities in the i.01 JERL LY to those in the LEXINGTONo.i:

THIS PIICTICI, OF COMTHIUDFLT DIFHLRLD F.0O`1 TiL' N)IAJAL' U.S. NAVAL
P.7 OTICE OF ISSUIM 00&.S ThIOUGH TILB;1 CHAIN OF COMIAND.

WHAT IS Tile CHAIN OF CONMAND? IT IS NOTHIIG i4uri TL-IAN A SERIES

OF LINMS RHiOUGH W-1HICH R-:SPONSIBILITY AND AUTIlOilITY AiL TRiANSiliTr•iO, BY

iNAŽNS OF TI1Z CHAIN OF CO,1AND A O0MŽIANDER IS haqAidLED TO RdUiUIRv Oa. HIS

IM•,tXDIAT. SEUOdDINATEB AN EKPEiDITURE OF EFFOIuT WH1ICH, LN TIlE AGGRý'rATE,
-,ILL INSURE TIlE ACCOZPILISHiM'.iNT OF HIS O'YN OBJi:CTIVE. HE THUS AS53GNS T7IE

* This employment schedule (Annex "C" to COMF!R3TCA;T1VS3FOPAC (CTF 38),
OpO:d 11-44 of 1 October 1944) prescribed the moveruent, logistics
(fueling and reoplacement of planes and pilots), and the detailed
employment of each of the carrier task groups of TF 38. Among other
items it allockiucd the target areas for -ach task --.roup; specified
thie strikes by "deckloads" and the fighter sweeps by the number of
planes and prescribed the air searches by limiting bearings and dis-

tances.,
• Statement of Fleet Admiral William F. Halsey USN (itet), COA;THIRDFLT

diuring Leyte Operation to Comnodore R. W. Bates USN (Ret), Head

World War II Battle Evaluation Group, Naval War College, January 3rd,

1-955.
kCV71i06TIAL
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COMTHIIRDFLT

SUBORDINATES TASKS AND HOLDS TH,1UI DIRECTLY LSI'ONS1BLE FOit TW!IR EXECUTION
WITHOUT, HOWEVER, DIVESTING I{IMSI.LF OF ANY PART OF TrIU INITIAL "Ec-ONSl-
BILITY.

IN THIS CONNECTION TT S6HOULD BE POINTED OUT THAT WhiLE IT C.0-
NOT BE SAID THAT A COMMANDER SHOULD NOT COLDMAND IN THE MANNER BEST SUITED
TO HIS PERSONAL CHARACTMISTICS, ORt TO THE DP14AHJDS OF T71:H 2ITUATION, THE
LESSON OF HISTORY IS THAT WriiaE THE COQM-HNDER DELL!ATz;3 HIS AUTHORITY
THROUGH THE CHAIN OF COMMAND RESULTS KIY BE EXPECTIMD IN GEERAL TO BE MORE
SUCCEýSSFUL THAN WHERE HE BY-PASSIE} HIS I[ME"DIATE SUBOEtDINATF2S.

At 0916 having received no contact reports either from his task
group commanders or from his search planes and having completed his plans
for the employment of TF 38 for the next three days, COMTH{IRDFLT advised
his task group commanders that his general plan was as follows: TG 38.4 to
strike Luzon on that day; TG 38.1 to reinforce 1G 38.4 and then both task
groups to strike Luzon on October 18th and 19th; TG'Is 38.2 and 38.3 to re-

main in general support until the situation clarified. He further advised
his command that, in his opinion, his trap, which had consisted La employ-
ing TG 30.3 as a lure to entice the Japanese forces into battle, had failed
and that the Japanese forces had lost interest (in this operation) and had
retired.*

While, from the above, it is apparent that COHTHIiEDFLT had now
dismissed the idea that his trap might lure major Japanese forces into
battle, it is also apparent that he had not dismissed the possibility of
some action by Japanese surface naval forces. This latter deduction is
based on the fact that he held two carrier task groups in general support
"until the situation clarifies" rather than assign them the strike missions
designated in the original employment schedule.

Actually, the original employment schedule called for the em-
ployment (a) on October 17th, of TG 38.1 in strikes against Leyte - Cebu -

Negros and of 113's 38.2, 38.3 and 38.J+ in strikes against Luzon; (b) on
October 18th, of TG 38.1 in strikes against the Leyte - Samar area, of 1T,
38.2 and TG 38.3 in fueling, and. of 1G 38.4 in strikes against Cebu - Negros;
(c) on October 19th, of TG 38.1 in fueling, of TG 38.2 in strikes against
Panay and Negros, of TG 38.3 in strikes against Cebu, Negros and Leyte, and
of Trs 38.4 in fueling and (d) on October 20th, of TG's 38.1 and 38.4 in air
support of Leyte, and of TG's 38.2 and 38.3 in strategic support of the opera-
tions**,

This view is further supported by COMTHIRDFLT's dispatch in-
structions issu-d at 0922, wherein he stated that ",iriless tactical situa-
tion requires immediate change, fast carrier group will be employed as

COýMTHLRDFLT Dispatch 170016 October 1944 to all TFC's THIRDFLT.
M (OiFI•HT CARTASKFORPAC (CTF 38) Operation Order No. 11-44, Serial

OD20, October ist, 19L4.-
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_O_____- rOMT.HI RDFLT

indicated. 'm He directed (a) TG A8.1 to proceed from its present area
(Latitude 21°-0O'N, Longitude 127 -o0OE) in time to rendezvoL.s with TO 38.4
in Latitude 150 -30'N, Longitude 1230 -30'E at 0600 the following morning
(October 18th) and further directed these two groups to conduct sustained
strikes against Luzon on October 0lth and 19th; (b) TG 38.2 to proceed to
referernce point "N" (Latitude 180 30'N, Longitude 126 0 -30'E) to arrive at

.4-Ou that day, and to zperate in thit vicinity until necessary to proceed
northwest corner Area OCTANE (Latitude 180-OO'N, Longitude 128 0 -20'E) in
order arrive that corner 0700 October 19th where rendezvous with the oiler
group and fuel. After fueling to rejoin IG 38.3 in vicinity reference
point "P' (Latitude 17`-O0'N, Longitude 1270O-00E) at 24100 October 19th;
(c) TG 38.3 to proceed to arrive northwest corner Area OCTANE at 0700 Octo-
ber 1Sth, where rendezvous with oiler group and fuel. Upon completion of
fueling, to oroceod to vicinity Point "P' to arrive b: 2400 October 18th.
Then TG's 38.2 and 38.3 were to operate in the vicinity of Point "P' on
October 20tha; (d) TO 38.4 to conduct sustained strikes agaiist Luzon on
October 17th, arid, in company with TG 38.1, to conduct sustained strikes
against Luzon area nn October 18th and 19th, after which to proceed to ap-
proximate position Latitude 110 -30'N, Longitude 1260-30'E, to arrive 0600
October 20th. On this date to provide direct air support for Leyte opera-
tions, after which to proceed to Point MICK (Latitude 15°-OO'N, Longitude
130 0 -00'E) to arrive at 0800 October 21st to receive fuel. Point idCi was
the northeast corner of Arca MICK.*

FROM THE ABOVE IT SHOULD BE CLEAR• THAT COYTHIRDFLT WAS HAVING
DIFFICULTY IN RESCHEDULING THE OPERATIONS OF HIS CARRIER GUOUPS IN OROER
TiAT HE MIGHT RETURN THal TO THE BASIC EtTLOYMENT SCHEDULE.

THIS APPEARS TO 1HAVE BEI! CAUSED BY HIS FEZLNG, PRIVOUSLY
REFERRED TO, THAT PE.HAPS THE JAPANESE FORCES hAD NOT FINALLY RETIRED AND
THAT THERE 3TILL MIGHT BE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR BATTLE, BROUGHT ON POSSIBLY
BECAUSE OF THE OPi2ATIONS OF THE ALLIED ADVANCE FORCES IN THE LEYTE AREA
COMIAENCING THAT VERY MORNING. CERTAINLY, AS IS SHOWN LATER, HE WAS ALERT
TO TiLE PUOBABILITY OF TIOKYO EXPRESS OPERATIONS.

This, when added to his fuel requirements, apparently influticed
him to consider it more practicable to have all of TF 38's strikes scheduied
for October 17th, 18th and 19th made against Luzon, rather than against
Luzon and the Visayas on October 17th, and against Lhe Visayas on October
18th and 19th.

WHILE IT IS TRUE THAT ON OCTOBER 15TH, AFTER HE HAD NOTIFIED
COMSEVENTHFLT THAT NO FAST CARRIERS WOULD BE AVAILABLE TO SUPPORJ T KING 1
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, HE HAD RECIVED A RPEQUFST FROM THAT COM4ANDER ON THE

• COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 170022 October 1944 to CTF 38, CIG's 38.1, 38.2,
38.3, 38.4.
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COMTH1RDFLT

SAME; DAY TO PROVIDE CAA:tI.-! TASK FORGE ASSISTANCE AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE
CONSISTi.;NT WITH DEVE?0OPME.NT-, IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT HE HAD NOT AS YEr' DF,-
TEFUMINED ADEQUATELY THE 1i-E.fY'S CAVABILITII¶;S AND THeItEFORi IN ACCORDANCE
WITH HIS ASSIGNED TASK "TO DESTUOY 12H•MI NAVAL AND AIR FuRCES AP'ROACHING
THE PHILIPPINES AREA" HE HAD MADE THE COMMiAND DECISION THAT HE COULD BETTER
EXECUTE THAT TASK FROM HIS PLANNED POSITIONS THAN FROM THOSE ORIGINALLY
SOHEDULLD. THIS DECISION APPEAUS SOUND.

At about 1115 he received a dispatch from C7¶r 30.3 wherein that
commander requested fuel on October 18th, reported the status of his command
as regards fuel and seaworthiness and stated his confidence that he could
make Ulithi with the HOUSTON providing reasonably good weather prevailed.*
COMTHIDFLT, as a consequence of this dispatch, directed CTG 30.8 to pro-
vide tho oilers as requested.**

At 1252 he advised CINCPOA of Uhe results achieved by TF 38
and TG 30.3 durirg October 14th - 16th wherein he claimed destroying large
numbers of enemy aircraft. Actually, although he did not know it, the
claims appear excessive, based on Japanese reports. For example, on Octo-
ber 16th CTG 30.3 claimed, destroying forty-four planes whereas the Japanese
admitted only twenty-seven. This might have had an adverse effect on future
planning. In this dispatch COMTHIIRDFLT also advised CINCPOA "Enemy fleet
reluctant and enemy air forces seeiM to be having trouble scraping up attack
groups. All THInD Fleet ships reported by radio Tokyo as sunk have now been
salvaged and are retiring toward the eneom.***

This estimate of the Japanese situation was correct. The Japa-
nese SECOND Striking Force, which was the only Japanese surface force at
sea, had retired to the vicinity of Amami 0 Shima, and Japanese land-based
aircraft on Formosa was being re-organized and regrouped for transf-r to
the PhiLippines.ki-;H-

At sore tine later, having heard nothing from CTG 38.4, who was
striking Luzon (Manila and Legaspi), but feeling confident that the air
strikes had been fully effective else he would have received word otherwise
by urgent dispatch and also feeling that TG 30.3 was reasonably safe from
air attacks (a) from Formosa and the Nansei Shoto because of range limita-
tions (they were over 400 miles away), and (b) from Luzon because he had
sc:ieduled heavy air strikes against Luzon airfields on the following day
(October 18th) by MG's 38.1, 38.2 and 38.4, he decided it was unnecessary

* CIu 30.3 Dispatch 170145 October 1944 to CXDMTHIRDFLT.
Action Report COC'.UDIV 1.0, Report of Salvage of CAHNBEaRA and IIOUSTON
Serial 0032, November 30th, 1944, Page 14.

•i• COM1hIRDFLT Dispatch 170352 October 1944 to CINCPAC and CUMSOWESPAC
info COMINC4 all TFC's THIRDFLT and SEVENTHFLT.

-, CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 171406 October 1944 to SIXTiI Base Air
Force, War Diary Kanoya Detachment, 252nd ttack Unit (701st Air
Group), October 1944, WOC Document 160258, NA 12592.
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to maintain TG 30.3 in its present strength. He therefore, at 1302, di-
rected C'1G 30.3 to detach, after Oark, COIMCRUDIV 7MIRTEE (CTG 30.3) with
the SANTA FE, MOBILE, BId-NGHAM, and DESDIV 100 (CITVSWELL, CAPEIITON,
INGERSOLL, KNAPP) and to return with these ships to M 38.3.*

At about 1326 he received CT! T,' 71. -A h advising TF 77 as

to COMTHIRD-WLT's plannecL operations of TF 38 aircraft for next three days

and directing the escort carrier commander to strike the western Visayas
on October 18th and to adjust covering support on following days according
io developments.** Although these instructions did not fit in with his
plans COMTHIRDFLT took no action on them sinc- (a) they did not interfere
with his own plans, and (b) he knew that CTF 77 would receive his later
modifications presently.

COMTHIRDFLT, thryoughout his covering operations against Nansei
3hoto, Formosa and northern Luzon, as shown in Volume I of this analysis,
was very conscious of the importance of his logistics notably fuel oil,
aviation gasoline, and replacement planes and pilots. He was therefore
constantly directing CTCT 30.8 (oiler group) to changes in the fueling
rendezvous so that there might be no unnecessary delay in refueling and
replacement of planes and pilots. In line with this thought, he at 1248,
directed CTG 30.8, in essence, as follows: To maintain nine oilers, one
aircrz•ft replacement escort carrier, and one escort carrier in Area OCTANE
from October 17th until after fueling TG 38.3 on October 18th, then Lo re-
duce the number of oilers to six until further orders, to return the repla'ce-
raent escort carrier to Manus for reloading after replenishing IG 38.2 on
October 19th; and to provide six oilers, one escort carrier and one replace-
ment escort carrier for replenishing TG's 38.1 and 38.4 at Point MICK at
0800 on October 2Lst.'-ý-*

THESE ACTIONS OF COMTHIRDFLT CLEARLY POINT UP T114 IMPORTANCE
OF HAVING THE UNDERWAY RFPLENISHMENT GROUPS (IN THIS CASE 1TG 30.8) AS WELL
AS THE MOBILE SUPIPORT GROUPS (AS DEFINED IN THE NAVAL LPiMATIONAL PLANNING
1L%4UAL)>+- UNDE THE OPERATION4AL CONTROL OF THE TASK FLEET OR TASK FORCE
COM4ANDER. FOR, AS IS SHOWN CONTINUOUSLY IN THIS STUDY, BY MHIS CONTROL
COMTHIRDFLT'S FREEDOM OF ACTION WAS MARKEDLY INCREASED. HE WAS ENABLED
T:'EPMY TO SHIFT HIS COMBAT FORCES AT WILL SINQL, BY ALSO 3HIFTIM THE
UNDERWAY REPLuNISH0MINT GROUPS, AND IN CEIiTAIN SPPECIFIC CASL3 ONE OR MOIR
MOBILE SUPPORT GROUPS AS WELL, HE COULD ASSURE THAT SUCH COMBAT FORCES
1ERE PROVIDED WITH THE NECESSAR•Y LOGI3TICS. IACK.LNG THIS OPERATIONAL

Action Report COMCRUDIV 13, Repc of THIRDFLT Salvage Grr•up, Octo-
ber ]3th-17t.h, 1944. Serial 0086, October 28th4 1944; also COMTH1RDFLT
Dispatches 160346 and 170402 October 1944 to CTM 30.3.
CTF 77 Dispatch 170358 October 1944 to CI-'s 77.2 and 77.4, info
COMTHIRDA LT.

; COMTHIRDFI.T Dispatch 170348 October 19 1.1, to CTG 30.8.
~*•@ Naval Operational Planning Manual N4P 11, Department of Lhe Navy,

Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, 1953, Article 632.
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CO:4TF(OL HE MIGHT HAVE BEEN FORCiD TO EITHHR (A) LIMIT HIS OPERATIONS IN
ORDER TO CONSERVE FUM OIL, AVIATION GASOLINE AND PLANES, (B) REDUCE HIS
COMBAT STRINTHI BY ROTATIiG HIS TASK GROUPS TO ULITHI OR OTHER DESIGNATED
ANCHORAGES FOR R•PLENIS114:-1T OR (C) WITHHOLD ACTION UNTIL HE HAD RECEIVED
ASSURANCE OF ADEQUATE RLENISHM•tT AT TILE DaSIRED LOCATIONS.

ALSO OF IMPORTANCE IS THE FACT THAT COM0TIRDFLT, KNOWING THAT
CINCPAC WOULD HAVE THE NECESSARY SUPPLIES MND PLANES (MOBILE SUPPORT) AT
EITHER MANUS OR ULITHI, WAS ABLE TO DIRECT THE RIJOADIOJG OF HIS REPLENISH-
MiNT GROUPS AND, ON OCCASIONS, HIS COMBAT GROUPS AT THOSE POINTS.

At 1628 he directed COMCRbOIV TEN to assume command of 'M 30.3
upon departure COMCRIUDIV THIRTEEN.*

At 1722, having heard nothing concerning enemy i'orces to the
northward and westward and therefore being satisfied that there was little
to be concerned about from that quarter, and possibly havir.g received word
that the initial landings on the entrance islands to Leyte Gulf had, in
general, occurred on schedule, he re-estimated the situatioii. He correct)]'
decided that it was unwise to permit TG 38.2 to operate in a non-productive
capacity on October 18th and, therefori, he modified C(TG 38.2's orders and
directed him to proceed from his 2400 position October 17th to the vicinity
of Latitude 18 0 -0O'N, Longitude 1230 -451E, to arrive by 0800 October 18th,
there to launch a fighter sweep and two deck-load strikes against the

Laoag - Aparri area of northern Luzon completing the operation prior to
1600. Thereafter, CTG 38.2 was to przce-ed to tha fueling rendezvous speci-
fied for October 19th.**

CO••MHIRDFLT was, of course, interested in the attack being made
this day on Formosa by the B-29's of the T7ENTIETH1 Bomber Command, which
were to strike Einansho Airdrome as a primary target and Takao Harbor as a
secondary target.*** However, now that thc possibility of a fleet action,
because of which this B-29 strike had been requested, had greatly diminished,
his interest was no longer as keen as heretofore. He, of course, realized

that successful B-29 strikes by reducing the enemy's ability to interfere
with the operations of CTF 77's advance forces in the Leyte area would re-
duce the demand which might be made on his fast carriers. It is not knowm
at what time he received the report from the TWENTIETH Bomber Command stat-
ing that (a) the strike had been made on Okayama, Heito Airport and Takao
Hawbor: rather than on Einansho and (b) it had been successful with only
weak opposition encountered.i 8 • However, when this report was received,
presumably on this day, it must have been of considerable interest to him

COYTH-JDFLT Dispatch 170728 October 1944 to CTG 30.3 and CUMCRUDIV

10.
* COMTHIRDFLT Disoatch 170822 October 1944 to CI¶3 38.2.

- CINCPOA Dispatcii 162207 October 1944 to COMTHIRDFLT.
•-:-v.- I•'TISI Bomber Command Tactical Mission Report Nos. 11 and 12,

October 23th, 1944.
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for it indicated either that (a) the air strikes by TF 38 had been very
successful indeed since Japanese air defense was weak or (b) the Japanese
had moved their planes elsewhere and this indicated a possibility of move-
ment to Luzon or (c) the Japanese had decided to refuse combat at this
time or (d) a combination of the above.

At 1809 COMTHIRDFLT advised COri6OWESPAC as follows: "Effec-.
tive support by THTItU Fleet against "*Tokyo Express" w.ill depend on timely
information on approach. Detection prior to entry into Sulu or Celebes
Sea will give best chance of early action. From my standpoint observation
of the approaches to Balabac as far to the southwest as possible is most
important as is also the approaches to M~idoro."*

It is not clear what motivated CO1:THIRDFLT to issue this dis-
patch. It may have been due (a) to the fact that he did not feel that the
SOWESPAC submarines - the planned locations of which he had known since
October llth** - were stationed in adequate numbers properly to protect
Balabac and Mindoro Straits, and employed this method to cause COMSOWE PAC
to re-examine the disposition of his submarin,,s; (b) to the receipt of a
diapatch from GHQ SOWESPAC to Commander Allied Air Forces SOWESPAC, wherein
GhQ advised that commander that, since the runways at Morotai would not
permait the establishment of Search Plan "FOX" from Morotai over the Sulu -
China Seas sectors prior to daylight October 19th, he was to extend present
PB4Y searchca from Biak over the same area to maximum range and to initiate
immediately PBY search from Morotai over the same area, also to maximum
range;A** or (c) to his own re-estimate nmade that day.

IN ANY EVENT, IT IS LMFDRTANT IN THAT IT D&'INITELY SHOWS THAT
COMTHIRDFLT WAS SERIOUSLY CONC2ERNED WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF A "TOKYO EX-
PRESS" BEING EMPLOY-D BY THE JAPANESE TO REINFORCE THEIR GROUND FORCES AT
LEITE, AND, BY OMISSION, ALSO SHOWS THAT HE HAD LITTL& EXPECTATION THAT
MIAJOR ELEMENTS OF THE JAPANESE FLEET WOUTD OPPOSE THE LEYTE OPERATION.
THIS WAS IN ACCORIDANCE WITH THE CONCEPTS OF THE ALLIED HIGH COý,AND, PRE-
VIOUSLY POINTED OUT REPEATEDLY TN VOLU11E I OF THIS ANALYSIS, THAT MAJOR
tI.E i4TS OF THE JAPNESh FLEET 1aQULD NOT BE INVOLVED IN OPPOSITION TO THE
ALLIED LANDIINS AT L.YTE.-X- COMIHIRDFLT APPEARS TO HAVE RPEVERTED TO
THIS CONCEPT ON THE NIGHT OF OCTOBE 16TH wHEN THE JAPANESE FORCES WHICH
HE WAS EXPECTING TO .NGAGE HAD RETYREI, HE NOW KNI;q, OF COU1SE, THAT IN-
STEAD OF MAJOR ]NF.ff FORCES, THE JAPANESE FORCES WHICH HE HAD CONSIDERED
TO BE A FLEET HAD CONSISTED OF BUT T1HREE CRbISE!RS AND SEVEN D-STROYE3RS

* COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 170909 October 1944 to COMSOWFESPAC.
COMSOWESPAC Dispatch 111346 October 1944 to CINCPOA, info COMHIRDFLT,
CANF SOWESPAC and CAILF SOWESPAC.

•;*' GHQ SOWESPAC Dispatch 170102 October 1944 to CAAF SOWESPAC.
-x CAF SOW'SPAG Operations Pl,.n 13-44, Serial 0002214, September 26th,

1944, A1NNEX M, brought up to date by CTF 77 Dispatch 160611 October
1944; also intelligence Summary HQ AAF SOWESPAC. Serial 245, October
15th, 1944, para. 4.
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LO - LEZItC OMTHIRDFLT

(SECO•':i 3TRIXING FORCE), AND THAT, SO FAR AS HIS PRESFT INTELLIGEACE 41E-
VEALED, MOST OF THE JAPANEDEtE CARtRIERS WERE STILL GUNUENTRATED IN THE EMPIRE
AND TILE BATTLESHIPS AND CRUISERS WEtiE IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA AREA, WITH NO
MAJOR{ FLEET UNITS IN THE PHILIPPINES3i ACTUALLY THIS INTELLIGenCE, WHICH
HE jiAD fECEIVED FROXM WOMSbM•kNTHFLT THE PPEVIOUS DAY, WAS ONLY PARTIALLY
CORRECT, SINCE TH1E JAPANtLE BATTLESHIPS AND HEAVY CRUISERS WERE STILL IN
THE LINGGA-SINGAPORE AREA.

COMTHIEDFLT HAD HAD LONG EXPERIENCE IN THE CAMPAIGNS IN THE
SOLOMOAIS, COMMalICING WITH GUADALCANAL. HE HAD REALIZED THERE THAT THE
JAPANESE OPERATIONS IN DEFENSE OF THEIR ISLAND BASES HAD NOT EXTENDED TO
FLEET ACTION BUT HAD INSTEAD EMBRACED PRIMARILY "TOKYO EXPRESS" OPERATIONS.
IN VIEWd OF THIS EXPERIENCE, HE NOW VISUALIZED SIMILAR OPkRATIONS FOR THE
REINFORCEIIT OF LEYTE AND DESIRED THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE ADVANCE INFO1U4A-
TION OF THE MOVE24ENT OF SUCH FORCES SO THAT HE MIGHT TAKE PROPER CORREC-
TIVE ACTION.

THIS ESTIMJATE OF COMMANDER THIRD FLEET THAT THE JAPANESEý, WOULD
ATTI•MPT TO REINFORCE LEYTE BY TOKYO EXPRESS OPERATIONS HAD CONSIDERABLE
MRIT. WHILE UP TO THIS TILME THE JAPANESE HAD NUT ORDERED SUCH OPERATIONS
IT IS TRUE THAT ON THE FOLLOWING DAY THEY DID ISSUE INSTRUCTIONS FOR
COUNTER-LANDING OPERATIONS WHICH MAY HAVE ENVISAGED THE TOKYO EXPRIE,'SS CON-
CEPT.•-*

(1) TF 38 (Fast Carrier Force), 0719 - 2400, October 17th.

(a) Operations of CTG 38.1.

At about 0952 CTG 38.1, who was operating in Latitude
210 -OO'N, Longitude 1270-00'E, received orders to join CIG 38.4 off south-
ern Luzon in Lat.tude 15°0-301N, Longitude 1230-30E at 0600 on the 18th
and, with that group, to strike Luzon, October 18th and 19th.?-<-ýý

His command at this time consiotcd of the WASP, HORNET,
MONTLEY, C1HESTER, PENSACOLA, SALT LAKE CITY, SAN DIEGO, OAKLAND, CASSIN,
DOWNES, DUNLAP, FANNING, CASE, CUMMINGS, McCALLA, MARSHALL, WOODWOIZTH,
IZARD, CONNER, and BROWN.

COMSEVENTHFLT Dispatch 160611 October 1944 to THIRD and SEVENTH
Fleets.
CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181.101 October 194L to Cornnders -'TT
Striking Force, Main Force, SECOND Striking Force (Combined Fleet
TDesOpOrd 359), War Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161638,
NA 11739; also CarS Combi.ned Fleet Dispatch 131103 October 1944 to

Conmnander SW Area Force, etc., Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO
Operations, October 17th - 27th, 1944, W•iC Document 161OO5, NA -17414.

•:, COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 1.70022 October 1944 to CTG 38, CTG's 38.1, 38.2,
38.3, 38.4.
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CTG 38.2
co1 j •CTG 38.3

At 1147 he recovered the special search consisting of
eighteen VF from the WASP, which had been launched at 0558 to search a
300-mile sector from 260 0 (T) to 360°(T) for enemy surface units, in com-
pliance with COM11{IRDFLT dispatch instructions.* Tihe results of the search
were negaLive.*r- The limits of t.iis search appear to have been C1r; 38.11s
interpretation of C01MTHIRDFLT's firective to search to the west and north-
west. As is discussed under "Operations of COMTHIRDFuT'1 this caused some
confusion.

Throughout the day flying conlitions in the area cf TF
38.1 were average.

At 1806 CTG 38.1 changed base course to 2050 (T), in-
creased speed to twenty-five knots and headed for his 0600 rendezvous 'ith
CTG 38.4, in Latitude 150-30'N, Longitude 1230 -30'E.AP'*

During tht: day TO 38.1 maintained, in general, a CAP
of twelve to sixteen VF and a SNASP of four-VF-four VT.

Plane lo-ses were one VF* and one VB,1**,+ both opera-
tional. All personnel were recovered by the OASSIN.;;-;-:*

(b) Operati)ns of C'1TO 38.2 and CTG 38.3, 0719 - 2400 Octo-
ber 17th.

7G 38.2 consisting of BUNKER - HILL, HANCOCK, IINDEPT-
Dh1CE, INTREIPID, IOWA, NEI-, JERSEY, HOUIT3ON, VINCENNES, MIAMI, TINGSY,
HICKOX, HUNT, L6WIS HANCOCK, HALSEY POWELL, CUSHINUG, COLAHAN, UHLMANN,
BENHAM, YARNALL, TWINING, STOCKHAM, WEDDERBURN, and TG 38.3 consisting of
ESSEX, LEXI'NGTON, PRINCETON, LANGLEY, WASHINGTON, SOUTH DAKOTA, MASS-
ACHUSETTS, ALABAMA, RENO, CLAiENCI, K. BAONSON, COTTON, DORTCiJ, GATLIm',
HEaLY, PORTJRFIELD, CALLAGiHAN, CASSIN YOUNG, IRIZVN, PRE'STON, LAWS, LONG-
SHAW, MORRISON, continued to operate northward of TG 30.3 where they pro-
vided air cover for that task group. Tbey continued to operate in this
area until early afternoon when they commenced steaming on southerly
courses in order to attain a position from which they could cover Ti's
38.1 and 38.4.

At 0915 CTM 38.2 recovered the eight VF and four VB
that had been launchid at 0558 from BUNKEIR HILL to search the sector 315o-
3550 (T) ti a radius of 260 miles to look for Japanese surface forces. This
search was negative.

* COMTHIRDFLr Dispatch 10il01+ October 194-4 to CTG 38.1.

War Diary CTG 38.1, October 1944.
Deck Log WASP, October 17th, 1944.

M-:- War Diary MONTiEIREY, October 16th, 1944.
-: Action Report WASP, Operations Against Okir-wa, Leyte, etc.

October 2nd-27th, 1944, Serial OfjhO, October 28th, 1944.
*;: War Diary CASSIN, October 17th, 1944. I F ID ENTa AL
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At 1000 he recovered the eight VF and four VB which
had boon launched at 0558 from the LSS&X to search sector 355 0 -035 0 (f)
to a radius of 260 miles. Thu results .ere ri-gt-:ve.

At 1114 the CAP from TIG 38.3 intercepted and shot. down
an enemy two-engine land bomber 10• miles bearing 225 0 (T) fro, the dis- I
position.*

At 1400 the SNASP destroyed an enemy carrier-type re-
conaissance plane in approxinmate position Latit.ude 22 0-30'N, Longitude
.1.28 -30'E.

At 1800 T0, 38.2 was detached from the fleet disposi-
tion** and groceeded independently on course 2030 (T) to the vicinity of
Latitude 18 -30'N, Longitude ].26°-30'E, where" it arrived at midnight Octo-
ber 17th.

At 1812 CTG 38.3 set course 150 0 (T), speed seventeen
knots, and procceted towards his 0700 fueling rendezvous for October 18th.
At 2130 he changed course Lo 2000 (T).

During the day TC- 38.2 maintained a local CAP oi twelve
VF and a SNASP of four VF-four VB/VT; mG 38.3 local patrols consisted of
CAP of eight VF and a special SNASP of eight VF-four VB/VT. In addition,
commencing at noon, each task group provided a CAP of twelve VF (a total of
twenty-four a, one time) over TG 30,3.•z-ý';- "

The INDI2'&D!MJCH maintained a night CAP of two vF(N)
from sunset until 2136.ýF;'H

There was no evidence of any enemy air activity in the
vicinity of TG's 38.2 and 38.3, other than tho two Japanese search planes
that were destroyed.

Plane losses were Dne INTItIPID VF which crashed. The
pilot was recovered.

(c) Operations of CTI( .:W.4, 0719 - 2400 October i7th.

CIO, 38.4 with 'M 3f'.4 consisting of FiANlKLIN, ENTER-

PRISE, SAN JACINTO, BELLEAU WOOD, NI.M (,JLLKANS, BILOXI, MAURY, GRIDLY, HEILM,
MUGFORD, !,RALPH TALBOT, -AT A T..•I._, Y' rAilNEO, NiCiijLNUN SWA,;SON and

War Diary CGI 38.3, October i1,L44.
"" War Diary LANGLEY, October 1944.
"- Na-al War College Analysis of Act:.on i.uport.,;, Aircr-ft Action Re-

ports, and War Diaries.
•,- Action Report. INi) ;PENC ., Octbh r 1.944, Serial Oui,, November ind,

1 9 4 4 . -0-
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L CTG 38.4

McCALL (Temporarily with Tj 30.8.5), continued operating in the waters to
the eastward of Manila. He was prir-ipally interested in the results
achieved by his fighter sweep of twenty VF which he had launched at 0550
to strike the Manila area,* and by his strikes ABLE (sixteen VF, nineteen
VB and fifteen 'IT) which he had launcl-ed at 0616 to strike Clark and
Mabalacat airfields* which were neig;>'.ing airfields, and BAKER (sixteen
VF, twenty V3, ani fifteen VT) which ne launched at 0700 to strike Legaspi
airfield.*

At 0817 the four night fighters hich had been on a
heckler mission over Legaspi wore recovered after an uneventfa1 morning.
Japanese reports make no ccnrent concerning this operation.

The fighter sweep which arrived over the Manila area
at 0800 and which was rocovered between 1010 and 1106 did not achieve sur-
prise. Instead it was intercepted by numerous enemy fighters. However,
the enemy opposition was so in~effective that the Allied fighters were able
to accomplish their objectiver without suffering any losses whatsoever.
They claimed shooting down tweive Japanese fighters."4

Although the visibility conditions over both Clark and
Mabalacat airfields were poor,** Strike ABLE, which was recovered between
1050-1106, was reported to have been highly effective. The pilots claimed
destroying nine planes in the air and thirty planes on the ground.**

Likewise Strike BAKER, which was recovered between 0950
and 1150, was considered to have been equally effective. However, this
strike, wnich was lauAched under satisfactory weather conditions encountered
poor visibility at the target due to haze, fine mist and rain from frequent
squalls.** It met no enemy opposition and observed no enemy planes on the
ground, indicating that the planes had beýn retired. Its principal targets
were, therefore, the airstrip and buildings at Legaspi.**

In connection with Allied claims above there is no Japa-
nese data availp' ke with which tc confinn or deny the pilot reports.

During the day CTG 38.4, in accordance with a directive
from COi4THIRDFLT to reconnoiter San Bein-tdino Strait, reconnoitered that

* Action Report ENTERPRISE, Operation Against the Eneny at Nansei Shoto,
Formosa ' Philippinc Islands, October 7th-21st 1944, Serial 0053, Octo-
ber 31st, 1V44; also Aircraft Action Report Commander Air Group 13,
October 17th, 1944, forwarded by FRANKLIN, Serial 077, November 6th,
1944.

SAircraft Action Report Air Group 13, October 17th, 1944, forwarded by
FRANKI LN, Serial 077, November 6th, 1944; also Action Report Ur4TER1I'IISE,
Opera ions Against the Enemy at Nansei Shoto, Formosa, Philippinc Is-
lands, October 7th-21st, 1944 Serial 0053, October 31st, 1944.

-41-



CONIDýý ýCTG 38.4

strait twice. The first reconnaissance mission, consisting of two V7, was
launched at 0557 and recovered at 0848;* the second, consisting of two VF
and two VT, was launched at 1404 and recovered at 1647.*-Y I both cases
the reports of the pilots were negative. It is of interest that the after-
noon reconnaissance groups were protected by fighters, whereas the morning
group had no fighter protection.

THIS CHANGE AFPPARi TO HAVE BEEN DUE TO THE REALIZATION
BY CIG 38.4 THAT IT WAS UNWISE TO DISPATCH TORPEDO PLANES WITHOUT FIGHTER
PROTECTICN TO RECONNOITER AU AREA CLOSE TO THE INEMY AIRFIELDS.

It would appear that COMTHIRDFLT's directi.ve to re-
connoiter this strait only was based upon four incentives- (a) CINCPOA's
October 15th messago to COMSOWESPAC, wherein he requested that the Pacific
Ocean exits to both San Bernardino and Surigao Straits be reconnoitered to
maximum extent possible commencing daylight October 16th;'* and (b) the
fact that (1) he knew that the submarines had been removed on October 12th;H,-k
(2) he knew that, since CTG 77.2 with the advance forces would be -.f Leyte
on the morning of October 17th, search of the Surigao Strait exit . ould be
unnecessary; and (3) COMTHIRDFLT was expected to cover and suppcrt COMSOW1SPAC
in the KIM II operation.****** It appears pertinent to point out here that
item (a), above, had been requested by CINCPOA because there were rumors of
strong enemy fleet reactions, whereas by this date, October 17th, tie thought
of such fleet reactions had largely subsided; although, judging from tl. San
Bernardino reconnoiter order, the enemy capability of debouching raiding
forces through that strait was recognized. His dispatch later in the day
to COMSCdrESPAC concerning a "Tokyo Express" operation, discussed earlier
under Operations of COMTHIRDFLT, is in line with this thought.',8,4-;

Sometime during the rarly evening, CIG 38.4 received
COMTHIRDFLT's 1722 dispatch to CTG 38.2, wherein that commander was directed
to strike Laoag - Aparri commencing 0800 October l8th.'ý-•H-88- That this was
pleasing to CIG 38.4 is obvious, for reporting the days operational sil'aary
to CTF 38 at 2J143, he stated: 'Will be glad to have ;omp_,y in our
hitherto private war. "'--

* Action Report SAN JACINTO, Operations Okinawa, Jima, Formosa, Luzor,
and Visayas, Philippine Islands, October 7th-21st, 1944, Serial
0043, October 31st, 1944.

** Action Report BELLEAU WOOD, Action Against Nansei Shoto, Formoea,
Luzon and Visayas, Philippine Islands, October 7th-21st, 1944,
Serial 0170, November 3rd, 1944.
CINCPOA Dispatch 150341 October 1944 to COM1OWUS3PAC.
War Patrol Report PARCME, leport of THIRD WNar Patrol, Serial 78,
December 2nd, 1944.
CINCPOA Operation Plan No. 8, Serial 000851, September 27th., 1944,

-•-•-A-* COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 170909 October 1944 to COMSOWhSPAC.
•; ; CO4MTHIRDFLT Dispatch 170822 October 1944 to CMG 38.2.

GIGG 38.4 Dispatch 171243 October 1944 to CGF 38.
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N I , CTG 30.3

Flane losses by TG 38.4 from all causes were one VF,
one VT. Personnel losses were two pilots, two aircrewmen missing.* One
pilot and two aircrcwmen were recovered by the NILKiS.**

During the day's operations, two two-engine land bombers
were shot down by the CAP; -ne at 0750 twenty-three miles from the task
group, the other at 1126 fifty miles from the task group.*-L* Although numer-
ous bogeys were ob•rved, none approached the uormation. CTG 38.4 continued
operating; in the same general area of the day'b operations, preparatory to
making strikes on the foll3wing day against Luzon in company with CTG 38.1.•*

(2) Operations of CTG 30.3 (Salvage Group), 0719 - 2400
October 3.7th.

CTr 30.3 continued on course 130('r), spe.d four knots,**i-*
toward Ulithi. At 0807 he changed course to 12 0°(T).',•,,SH

During 6he forenoon he transferred seven pumps*-ý*KAk to
the HOUSTON and topped off his destroyers to betw.en forty-five and sixty-two
per cent. Since his fuel, was now low in his heavy ships -- his cruisers and
carriers averaged between thirty-eight and fifty-four per sent --. he at 1045
requested COM1Ci'riDFLT and CM! 30.8 to direct the fueling group to rendezvous
on the following day at 0900, in Latitude 190 -18'N, Longitude 1270-29'E.*;;-•**

At about 1O0O,vHX-K** he receive word from COMTHIRDFLT
that the trap, for which TG 30.3 was bait, had failed and that the Japanese
Fleet had retired. -&* This removed the tension in his command which
had existed since the previous afternoon when COMTHIRDFLT haa informed him
by dispatch that the enemy was 200 miles to the north of him and not to
worry, to which he had commented in reply, "not worrysing;J
wondering and waiting for further information." Although he had received

Action Report ENTU•PIRISE, Operations Against the Enemy, Nansei
Shoto, Formosa, Philippine Islands, October 7th-21st, 1944,
Serial 0053, October 31st, 1944; also Action Heport FilbNKLIN,
Operation Against the Enemy, Nansei Shoto, Formosa, Philippine
Islands, October 7th-21st, 1944, Serial 0039, October 31st, 1944.
'War Diary COMDESHON 6, October 1944.
Action Report SAN JACINTO, Operations Against Okinawa Jima,
Formosa. Philippine Islands, October 7th-21st, 1944, Serial 0043,
October 31st, 1944.
0CCiiltIiiDFLT Dispatch 170022 October 1944 to CTF 38, CTG's 38.1,
38.2, 38.3, 38.4.
CTG 30.3 Dispatch 170145 October 1944 to COMTHIMDFLT, CTG 30.8.

•-.d.--.c• Action Meport CTM 30.3, iReport of ThfRD Fleet Salvage Group,
October 13th-17th, 1944, Serial 0086, October 28th, 1944.

•:-; Action Report COMCdEUDIV 10, Report of Salvage of CANBE[iA and
HOUSTON, Serial 0032, November 30th, 1944.

* COMTHIRODFIT Dispatch 170016 October 1944 to CINCPOA, TG 30.3, etc.- CTG 30.3 Dispcitch 160850 October 1944 to COMTHI1DFLT.
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further information a little later to the effect that the eneiy was 430 in-
stead of 200 miles from his task group the tension, although relieved, had
persisted to a dnegree until now.

During the afternoon he transferred the personnel re-
maining on the HOUSTON to four of thie cruisers and to four of the destroyers.

In addition he transmitted a number of nru'nt dummy
messages.*

That these messages had some effect on the Japanese is
clear for the Takao Communications Unit later that evening reported in part
that between 1200 and 2000 an enemy task group southeast of Formosa had sent
out seven urgent messages.* No action appears to have been taken by the
Japanese except to launch an ineffectiva search in this area the following I
day.

At 1435 the CABOT launched a search of four VF-four VT**
to search the sector 235 0 -310 0 (T) to a distance of 200 miles. The search
which returned at about 1800 was negative.

At 15A8 CIG 30.3 advised COMTIHIRDFLT as to the seaworthi-
ness of his command, notably of the HOUSIUN, which he reported as in poor,
but not dangerous, co.ndition.H

During the day CTG 30.3 maintained a CAP of eight VF and
a SNASP of four VF-four VT over his task group."' This was augmented cornenoe-
ing at noon and continuing until sunset by a CAP of twenty-four VF of which
twelve were from IG 38.2 and twelve from TG 38.3. Owing to the distance be-
tween TG 30.3, IG 38.2 and TG 38.3 and the requirement of relieving on sta-
tion over TG 30.3 a CAP of about. fifty-six planes was available over TG3 30.3
at about 1500.

Enemy aircraft were shot down as fPllows:

At 1020 one carrier-type attack plane bearing 2500(T)

distant seventeen miles and at 1539 a two-engine land-bomber bearing 240 0 (T)
distant twenty miles from the task group.**

The 1020 plane appears to have been a Japanese search
plane which wus soarchLng a 400 mile sector, ll0O-1250(T) from Garan 8i

Commander Takao Communications Unit Dispatch 172130 October 3944
to Comnanr.ier SECOND 3triking Force, FIFTH and SIXTH Base Air Forces,
Detailed Action Report No. 2. Northern AttýLck Force (SECOND Base
Air Force), October 10th-November 15th, 1944, WOC Document 161645,
NA 12262.

S Action Report CABOT, Air Cover for TG 30.3 from October 14th to
October 18th, 1944, Serial 063, October 18th, 1944.

*** CTG 30.3 Dispatch 170658 October 1944 to COMTHIRDFLT.
• Aircraft Action Report Commander Air Group 29, October 17th, 1944.
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CONZNI AL CTO 3u. 5

(TG 30.3 was at the outer extremity of this sector) and which the Japanese
reported as having failed to return;- the 1539 plane cansot be identified
as Navy and therefore was probably an Army search plane.

At 1845iý' CTG 30.3 received instructions from CO1THlRDFLT

to detach CRUDIV THIRTEEN with DESDIV ONE HUNDRED after dark that night in
time to rendezvous with 'TG 38.3 at 0700 October 18th in Latitude 18 -0O'N,
Longitude 1280 -20'E.*** In this dispatch CflMTHIRDFLT advised that he would

not make further reductions in TG 30.3 until about October 19th or 20th.
This dispatch, which was sent operational priority at about 1300, was re-
ceived at 1845, or almost six hours later.

Sometime later he received a dispatch from COMTHIRDFLT
directing COMCRUDIV TEN to assume conmwand of TG 30.3 upon the departure -,f
COMCRUDIV THIRTEEN.*-**

At 2230 COMCRUDIV THIRTEEN with CRUDIV THIRTEEN (SANTA
FE, BIRMINGHAM, MOBILE) and DESDrI ONE HUNDRED (COGSWELL, CAPTRTON, INGERDOLL,
KNAPP) departed TG 30.3*-* and headed for the 0700 rendezvous with CTG 38.3
and the fueling group.*•-H

TG 30.3 was now organized as follows: (a) TU 30.3.1,
CANBERRA (MUNSEE towing), HOUSTON (PAWNEE towing), DESDIV NINLTY-T7O (BOYD
(F) COWELL, GRAYSON), THE SULLIVANS, STEPHAN POTTER, (b) TU 3U.3.2, BOSTON
(FF), WICHITA (F), CABOT, COWPENS, BURNS, BELL, CHARRETTE, M,1LLER.-K-

The remainder of the evening until 2400 was uneventful.

(3) Operations of CTG 30.5 (Air Search, Reconnaissance and A
Photographic Group), 0719 - 2400, October 17th.

TG 30.5, which was under the operaticonal and administra-
tive control of CTG 30.5 (Cormander Fleet Air Wing ONE) based in the di.MLIN
(AV-15) at Ulithi, was composed of s ix Navy seaplane squadrons, to.n se-aplane
tenders (four AV and six AVP) and five land-based Navy squadrons, zorprising
a total of 196 land and tender-based aircraft (Volume I, table 7). As has
been pointed out in Volume 1, it was a component of the Forward Area, Central
Pacific until October 2nd, when Commander THIRD Fleet removed it from that
command and placed it direct!y uuder his own command. Its mission involved
air search, photographic coverage and reconnaissance, air-sea rescue and
attacks on targets of opportunity as the occasions aros=, as well as cover-
aye for TG 30.3 when it came within range of Palau-based aircraft.

DetaAie.u Action Report No. 1, 263rd Attack Unit (653rd Air Group),
WDC Document 161004, NA 12605.
Action Report COMCRUDIV 13 (CTc 30.3), THI3D Fleet Salvage Group,
October ).3th-17th, 1944, Serial a.)86, October 28th, 1944.

COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 170402 October 1944 to CTG 30.3.

• * COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 170728 October 1944 to CTG 30.3, COMC.•DV 10.
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CTF 59

As is shown in Plate X and Diagram B, CTG 30.5's patrol
planes were flying daily searches as fellows:

(a) From Kossol Passage, Palau, a sector search between
3000 -360 0 (T), tc a distance of 600 miles, by tender-based patrol planes.i*

(b) From Tinian-Saipan, four sector searches, by land and
tender-based aircraft:

(1) Between 245°-2720 (T) to a distance of 800 miles.**

(2) Between 272°-3530 (T) to a distance of 1000 miles.**

(3) Between 351°-0630 (T) to a distance of 600 miles.*i&*

(4) Between 0900 -230 0 (T) to a distance of 400 miles.*3•*

These searches, which were in effect on October 17th, were
negative with the exception of the search in sector 3350 -3440 (T), which, at
1215, contacted a Japanese AK and attacked it, reportedly leaving it in a
sinking condition. This same search observed at 1227 in a position bearing
342 0 (T), distant 350 miles from Iwo Jima, two enemy single-engine aircraft,
but was not attacked by them.**r*

(4) Operations of CTF 59 (Commander Shore-Based Aircraft, For-
ward Area, C'-ntral Pacific), 0719 - 2400, October 17th.

Although it was noted in Volume I that this coamand would
be dropped from further discussion, the following resume is inu2uded for
the information of those who do not have that Volume available fur refer-
ence.

THE SAME SITUATION IN REGARD TO THE LACK OF ADEQUATE AIR
BASES WITHIN OPERATING RADIUS OF THE OBJECTIVE AREA WHICH PREVAILED IN THE
CASES OF ALLIED AIR FORCE, SOWESPAC, ALSO CONFRONTED CTF 59. ALTHOUGH CTF
59 HAD A TOTAL OF 455 AIRCRAFT AS OF 0719 OCTOBER 17TH (VOLUME I, TABLE 6),
THE ATTACK CAPABILITIES OF THESE AIRCRAFT COULD NOT BE EMPLOYED IN SUPPORT
OF THE ALLIED lANDINGS AT LEYTE, BECAUSE THERE WERE NO SUITABLE AIR BASES

FROM WHICH TO PROJECT THIS ATTACK POTENTIAL. THEREFORE, THE MISSIONS WERE,
FOR THE MOST PART, CONFINED TO BASE DEFENSE AND TIlE NEUTRALIZATION OF BY-
PASSED RMY BASES.

As has been pointed out in Volume I, CTF 59 was a sub-
ordinate command of CTF 57 (Commander Forward Area, Central Pacific). By

War Diaries, VPB-16, 202, 216, October 19"4; also War Diaries POCOMOKE
and MAKINAC, October 1944.

** War Diaries VPB-102, 116, 1-17, October 1944.
* War Diaries, VPB-4, 150, 151, October 1944.
* Action Report No. 5, VPB-117, October 17th, Seýrial 083, October 17th,

1944, forwarded by COMFAIRWING ONE, Serial 0109, November 13th, 1944.
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prior arrangement, CTF 57 operated directly under Commander Western PacificTask Forces for the Leyte operation until October 23rd, when his command

reverted to the control of CINCPOA.

The following attack tasks weve assigned TF 59 on Octo-
ber 15th in compliance with Comnander Western Pacific Task Forces direc-
tives :*

"(1) Exert maximum air effort against the Bonins to
interdict enemy air opirations in that area, commencing October 16th.

"(2) Make every effort to effect neutrilization of enemy
air activity at Yap in order to prevent Japanese reconnaissance of THIRD
Fleet base at Ulithi."

In accordance with the above directives, CTF 59 intensi-
fied the bombing attacks against the Bonins by Saipan-based B-24's which
had been bombing the Volcano and Bonin Islands since September. On October
17th, eleven B-24's attacked Haha Jima, with unobserved results, and again
on the 18th, nineteen B-24's attacked shipping in that area, getting two
direct hits on an AO and a large AK. These attacks were continued through-
out the month whenever weather conditions permitted. Likewise, Yak, became
the principal target for medium range strikes by Peleliu-based F4U's, and
from mid-October on, was hit daily.

Angaur was not ready to be used as a base for B-24's
until October 24th, at which time twenty-eight B-24's of the 494th Heavy
Bombardment Group completed transfer to that island from Saipan. However,
their operations were limited, by lack of fuel facilities, to twelve sorties
per day until the installation of gasoline tank farms was completed on Novem-
ber 5th. On October 25th, the B-24's were alerted by CTF 59 for possible
action against enemy fleet units, but such action did not eventuate.**

The abo-e discussion constitutes the extent of operations
by TF 59 during October. Inasmuch as these operations had no direct bearing
on the Battle for Leyte Gulf, they will be dropped from further study.

(2) Operations of CTF 17 (Submarine Force, Pacific Fleet),
0719 - 2400 October 17th (Plates XI, XII, XIII).

In this volume, in a manner similar to that employed in
Volume I, the operations of TF 17 submarines connected with KING II will be
discussed under the various groups, such a s COUWVOY COLLEGE, rather than by
individual submarines. Since many of the orders issued to the SUBPAC

* CINCPAC and CTF 57 War Diaries, October 1944.
•* War Diary. Commander Forward Area, Central Pacific (CTF-57) October

1944; War Diary, Commander Garrison Air Force, Western Carolines (TG
59.6), October 1944.
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su•marines throughout KING II by CTF 17 or by the wolf pack commanders are
not available to this study, and were probably destroyed by burning,* this
analysis must necessarily comment more upon the dispositions from day to
day than upon the orders received which resulted in such dispositions, al-
though whenever the orders are available - whether in dispatch form or
found in the patrol reports -- they will be commented upon. On October
17th, submarines were either on station in compliance with previous orders,
were nn their new stations, or were proceeding to their new stations in
compliance with CTF 17's dispatch orders of October 15th which he had is-
sued in support of COMTHIRDFLT's expected fleet action.

During the early morning of this day, CTF 1'1 was par-
ticularly interested in the movements of the Japanese SECOND Striking
Force, which the SKATE had observed on the previous day as "heading north-
erly", and as a consequence of which he had queried the SKATE to ascertain
whether or not the "heading northerly" was correct. This was important in-
formation, since, if it was true, it likely meant that this Japanese force
was retiring, in which case the fleet act4on expected by COMTHIRDFLT would
probably not occur. It also indicated that perhaps the SECOND Striking
Force was heading for the Inland Sea, in which case the only Allied units
in the area which might intercept this force were TF 17 submarines.

Meanwhile, at about 0946 he likely received COMTHIRDFLT's

dispatch to CINCPAC, wherein COMTHIRDFLT :tated that Japanese surfaqe forces
had lost interest in his trap--he had been employing TG 30.3 as a lure to
entice Japanese forces into battle--and had retired.**

Sometime about 0947 he received the long-awaited reply
from the SKATE, which stated that (a) the heavy ships had beon tracked on
course 320 0 (T), and the destroyers on 0300 (T), (b) they were effecting a
rendezvous, and (c) the final course of the formation was "definitely north-
erly. "*

WHILE WHAT HAPPENED AT THIS TIME 1S NOT ENTIRELY CLEAR
SINCE THERE IS LITTLE INFORMATION THEREON AVAILABLE TO THIS ANALYSIS IT
SEEMS HIGHLY PROBABLE FROM THE ACTIONS OF THE SUBMARINES CONCERNED THAT
CTF 17 OPERATED ABOUT AS FOLLOWS:

* Information available QJ.js obtained from COMHUBPAC; Commanding Officer
Submarine Base, New London, Conn.; Chief of Naval Personnel (for ships'
logs); Officers-in-Charge, Naval Records Management Centers, Alexan-
dria, Va., and Mechanicsburg, Pa.; Director, Naval rtJoNls and History;
Subitarine Operational History, World War II, Submarine Operations in
World War II, by Theodoro Roscoe; and finally, from the Patrol Reports
of the various submarines. Out of all these sources, only limited and
very sketchy information was obtainable concerning the operation plans
and orders, and in many cases the dispatch orders had already been
destroyed by burning. There were no War Diaries.

** COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 170016 October 1944, to CINCPAC.
*lt* SKATE Dispatch 1622". October 1944 to CTF 17.
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r CTF 17
"H*E iEESTIATED THE SITUATION AND NOTED THAT, WHEREAS

THE EASTERN ENTRANCE TO THE INLAND SEA VIA BUNGO 5UiDO WAS BLOCKED BY THR•EE
SUBMARINES, THE APPROACH TO THE WESTERN ENTRANCE (SHIMONOSEKI STRAIT) VIA
THE CHAN1EL BETWEEN FUKAE SHIMA AND KYUSHU WAS WIDE OPENý HE THEREFORE DE-
CIDED TO CLOSE THIS CHANNEL AGAIN, EMPLOYING THE THRLEE SUBMARINES ESCOLAR,
PERCH AND CROAKER, WHICH ON THE 15TH HE HAD ORDERED TO TSUSHIMA STRAIT, AND
ISSUED DISPATCH ORDERS TO THE WOLF PACK COM£MANDER TO THIS EFFECT."

THIS ACTION WAS SOUND, FOR, AS HAS BLEN POINTED OUT IN
VOLU1b I, IT WAS UNWISE TO LEAVE THIS AREA UNWATCHED SINCE IT WAS A LIKELY
ROUTE FOR THE MOVE=J OF JAPANESE COMBATANT FORCES WHETHER ADVANCING OR
RETiRING. IT IS NOT KNOWN WHEN iE SENT THIS DISPATCH, SINCE THERE IS NO
MENTION OF ITS RECEIPT BY EITHER THE PERCH OR THE CiHOAKEH. HOWEVER, iT WAS
EVIDENTLY RECEIVED BY THE ESCOLAR, SINCE BOTH THE PERCH =ND THE CROAK&ER STATE
THAT AT 2300 THEY RECEIVED ORDERS FRCM THE WOLF PACK CONMANDER TO PROCEED TO
STATIONS IN THE ABOVE FUKAE SHIMA - KYUSHU CHANNEL.

IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER OR NOT CTF 17'S DISPATCH SOLELY
DIRECTED THE CLOSING OF THIS CHANNEL, OR AT THE SAME TIME DIRECTED THAT A
SUBMARINE BE STATIONED IN THE CHANNEL BETWEEN SHlION(O SHIMA AND UKU SH1ViA.

WHATEvER THE INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED BY CTF 17 AT THIS TIME,
THAT COMMANDER MAY VERY WELL HAVE REGRETTED THAT HE HAD FAILED TO SUPPLY
SUBMARINES TO THE NAGASAKI - SASEBO AND HIT lAHADE AREAS IN SUFFICIENT NUM-
BE1S TO INSURE DETECTION OF ENZ4Y FORCES MOVING TO AND FROM THE E1•P•ItRE.

At 1509 CTF 17 realizing that, owing to the operations
of the THIRD Fleet, the BLACKFIN would be delayed for a few days in joining
TF 71, advised CTF 71 to that effect.*

(a) CONVOY COLLEGE.

Submarines operating in CONVOY COLLEGE were: SAIL-
FTSH, ICEFISH, SAWFISH, PAFYCHE, DRUM, iEA DRAGON, SHARKi, BLACUFISH, SNOOK
and COBIA. CTF 17 had directed these submarines to dep]oy in the above order
from north to 3outh (along a north - south line) from the southern tip of
Formosa to Cape Bojeador in order to block Luzon Strait against cnenT forces
which might attempt to pass through. He had also directed each submarine to
patrol a rectangle sixty miles east and west, and twenty-one mile3 north and
south (Diagram "B"). He further had directed three of these submarines
(SAILFISH, ICEFISH and SAWFISH), which wero on lifeguard duty, to man their
rectangles after completing their lifeguard duties."- These duties, for all
but the SAA.4FISH, appear to have been completed after the B-29 strikes on the
16th, although the lifeguard submarines do not appear to have learned this
until after midnight October 16th.

- CTF 17 Dispatch 170609 October 1944 to CTF 71.
• CTF 17 Dispatch 150931 October 1944 to all submarines concerned.
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By 0719 October 17th, all of these submarines were
approximately on station. They operated submerged during daylight, on the
surface during darkness. The designation of the SAWFISH, ICEFISH and SAIL-
FIS}' as life-guards had caused a gap of about forty-five miles to exist be-
tween the SAILFISH and the PARCHE, because the ICEFISH, as will be discussed
later, had difficulty in reaching her assigned rectangle.

During the day, the submarines operated more or less
within their rectangles, although the gap between the SAILFISH and the PARCHE
remained. The SAILFISH operated in the northern rectangle until 1927, when,
because of radio difficulties, the Commanding Officer headed south to contact
a friendly submarine. He wished CTF 17 to know that the SAILFISH was unable
to make a contact report by radio, and further that she had recovered twelve
downed carrier aviators. As a consequence of this action, by midnight two
forty-five-mile gaps had developed: one between the ICEFISH and Formosa, the
other between the ICEFISH and the SAILFISH.

THIS DECISION OF THE SAILFISH TO LEAVE HER RECTANGLE,
WHICH WAS ALSO HYR APPROXIMATE LIFEGUARD STATION, AND TO PROCEED SOUTH WAS OF
DOUBTFUL CORRECTNESS, SINCE BY SO DOING SHE LEFT HER RECTANGLE ENTIRELY UN-
GUARDED DURING THE NIGHT HOURS. SHE KNEW THAT THE SAWFISH WAS STILL ON LIFE-
GUARD PATROL,* AND PROBABLY KNEW THAT THE ICEFISH WAS LIKEWISE ON LIFEGUARD
PATROL, SINCE SHE HAD LOOKED FOR THE ICEFISH IN THE ICEFISH RECTANGLE DURING
THE NIGHT AND HAD FAILED TO CONTACT HER.* THEREFORE, THE COMMANDING OFFICER
MUST HAVE REALIZED THAT HIS MOST LIKELY CONTACT WAS THE PARCHE, WHICH WAS IN
THE FOURTH RECTANGLE FROM THE NORTH AND CONSEQUENTLY SOME SLTY MILES TO THE
SOUTH. WOULD IT NOT HAVE BEEN MORE CORRECT FOR THE SAILFISH TO HAVE REM-AIVED
ON STATION TO INSURE THAT HER RECTANGLE WAS BLOCKED (SHE STILL HAD HER TCR-
PEDOES) AND TO HAVE LEFT ONLY IN CASE ENEMY FORCES OF SUFFICIENT IMPORTANCE
PASSED TO WARRANT HER DEPARTURE IN ORDER THAT SHE MIGHT HAVE HER CONTACT RE-
PORT TRANSMITTED BY ANOTHER FRIENDLY SUBMARINE? CERTAINLY BOTH CTF 17 AND
COMTHIRDFLT CONSIDERED THAT SHE WAS IN HER ASSIGNED RECTANGLE.

Save for the above difficulty of the SAILFISH, none
of the CONVOY COLLEGE submarines excupt the ICEFISH experienced any unusual
difficulty.•* The ICEFISH, which shortly after midnight*"* had contacted the
SAWFISH and had received orders to discontinue lifeguard duties and to take
station in her rectangle, did not reach her station during daylight because
she was held down by contacts with Japanese patrol vessels and aircraft.i-N

The locations of the SHARK are assumed locations,
since she was lost on October 24th with all records.

* War Patrol Report SAILFISH, Report of TtELFTH War Patrol, S~rial 037,

December l1th, 1944.
SWar Patrol Reports of submarines concerned.
- Deck Lug ICEFISH, October 17th, 1944.

***• War Patrol ICEFISH, Report of FIRST War Patrol, Serial 011,
November 13th, 1944.
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GTF 17

To the eastward of CONVOY COLLEGE in Area PARLOR
was the BLACKFIN, which was preparing to pass through Luon Strait in CON-
VOY CO•EGE en route to report to CTF 71 for duty. The BLACKFIN was being
delayed in Area PARLOR by order of CTF 17 in order to clear COMTHIRDFLT's
operating area.* She made no contacts.

(b) Northwest Coast Formosa.

The TAN, was the sole Allied submarine operating
in the area northwest of Formosa. The commanding officer had been directed
to operate in Area 11-C and, if he so desired, to join the coordinated at-
tack group (wolf pack) SILVERSIDES, TRIGGER and SALMON, also operating in
that area but operating northeast of Foriiosa. Instead, he chose to operate
to the northwest of Formosa, and at this time was off the China coast in
the vicinity of Haltan Island. Sometime during this day, since he had made
no important contacts and had sunk no shipping, he decided to shift his
operations to the center of Formosa Strait.**

(c) Northeast Coast Formosa.

The SILVERSIJJES (F), SALMON and TRIGGER comprisea
a coordinated attack group (wolf pack) which was operating in Area 11-C,
and in particular in that portion of the area just northeast of Formosa,
in order to intercept enenky shipping which was reportedly moving to and
from the Empire along either side of the Nansei Shoto and along the east
or west coasts of Formosa. These submarines operated submerged during the
daytime and on the surface at night.

During this day the deployment of this wolf pack
was designed to prevent the unc-tected passage of Japanese shipping through
the channels between the southwestern end of the Nansei Shoto and northeast
Formosa. This deploymen.t was reimforced by CTF 17, who, on October 15th,
had ordered the WHALE and the SEAHORSE to clear the THIRD Fleet operating
area by a movement to the westward and to take station also at the south-
west end of the Nansei Shoto,*** in Latitude 24 0 -OO'N, Longitude 123°-
OOIE,**** in anticipation of a soxtie by the Japaniese fleet.*•*

During daylight all five of these submarines re-
mained submerged in their 0719 positions. When darkness fell they made
the movements depicted on the chart. No contacts of any importance were
made.

* War Patrcl Report BLACKFIN, Roport of FIR3T War Patrol, Serial 021,
December 4th, 1944.

•• War PaLrol Report TANG, Report of TUELFTH War Patrol, no serial,
September 10th, 1945.

*•* War Patrol Report WHALE, heport of NTNTH War Patrol, Serial 017,
O&tober 30th, 1944.

**** CINCPOA Dispatch 150932 October 1944 to COMTHIRDFLT.
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(d) MAIRU MORGUE

The submarines patrolling the MARU MORGUE were,
moving clockwise from the north: the BARBEL in Area ABANDON, where she had
been directed to operate along the eastern edge; the SKATE in ABLAZE, where
she had been directed to patrol in the vicinity of Latitude 27 0 -301N, Longi-
tude 130 0-45'E; the SAURY in ABDUCT, where she had been t4irected to patrol
close in to Okinawa; the BUERFISH in ABOLISH, where she also had been di-
rected to patrol close in to Okinawa; the STERLET in ABRIDGE, where she had
been directed to operate in 'the center of her area; and the SEA DOG in ABUSE,
where she had been directed to operate along the western edge.

These submarines had been assigned these stations by
CTF 17 on October 15th when COMTHIRDFLT had announced that he was expecting
a fleet action with major Japanese forces, and all submarines had been di-
rected to remain on these stations until further orders.*

It will be observed that during the day only the
SKATE, BURRFISH and SEA DOG were on station. The BURRFISH, with the inten-
tion of returning the next day, retired from Okinawa during the night pre-
sumably for the pilrpose of charging batteries and avoiding radar detection
during the period she was surfaced. The BARBEL, instead of patrolling the
eastern edge of Area ABANDON, was more nearly south of center; the SAURY,
instead of being close in to Okinawa, was some thirty-five miles away; and
the STERLET, instead of being in the center of her area, was well on the
western edge.

THE STATIONING OF THE FOUR NORTHERLY SUBMARINES (BAR-
BEL, SKATE, ST1RRLET, SEA DOG) WAS BASED UPON THE NORMAL TRACK, AT THIS TIME,
OF JAPANESE SHIPPINC TO AND FROM THE; EMPIRE ALONG THE NANSEI SHOTO, AND IT
WAS HOPED THAT, SHOULD JAPANESE COMBATANT FORCES MOVE SOUTH, THEY WOULD MOVE
ALONG THESE TRACKS.** THIS HAD PROVEN TO BE REASONABLY COiRRECT ON THE PRE-
VIOUS DAY IN SO FAR AS CTF 17 WAS CONCERNED, SINCE THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE
HAD BEEN CONTACTED BY THE SKATE. HOWEVER, THIS WAS ON THE RETIREMENT OF THAT
FORCE AND NOT ON ITS DORTIE SOUTH. ACTUALLY, BOTH THE BARBEL AND SKATE HAD
FAILED TO CONTACT THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE, SINCE ITS SOUTHERLY COURSE HAD
BEEN SOME FIFTY MILES TO THE EASTWARD OF THE EASTERN BORDER OF AREA ABANDON.

THE COMMENTS OF THE MAU MORGUE DISPOSITIONS (VOLUME
1, PAGES 172-175) CONCERNING THE INADEQUACY OF THESE DISPOSITIONS FOP THE
LIMITED NUMBER OF SUBMARINES APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN STILL VALID ON THIS DATE.

During the forenoon, at 0947, the SKATE replied to
CTF 17's dispatch 161925 wherein that commander had queried the SKATE as to
whether the ships she had contacted were heading northerly.*** The SKATE,

* CTF 17 Dispatch 150312 October 194J4 to all submarines MAIU MORGUE.
** CTF 17 Operation Order 301-44, Serial 00809, September 6th, 1944,

to SKATE; also CTF 17 Operation Order 316-44, Serial 00830, September
12th, 1944, to STERLET.

* CTF 17 Dispatch 161925 October 1944 to SKATE.
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in her reply, stated that she had tracked the destroyers on course 030 0 (T)
and the heavy ships on course 320 0 (T), that they were rendezvousing, and
that the final course was definitely northerly.* In surfacing at 0737 to
transmit her reply, the SKATE encountered airplanes and radio jamning inter-
ference and was forced to dive twice, with the result that the message was
not finally transmitted until 0937. At 1335 the SKATE was bombed un.5.1CcsZ-
fully by one or two enemy patrol planes. The Commanding Officer decided to
remain submerged throughout the remainder of daylight.**

At 2100 the Commanding Officer SAUiY decided to look
for an aviatos who had been downed on October 16th in Latitude 26`.-35' 1N,
Longitude 130 -35'E,*** and therefore headed to the eastern edge of his area
to endeavor to locate him. He stated that he did this because (a) no can-
cellation of orders to look for the downed aviators had been received, and
(b) dispatch reports indicated that the Jalanese were running for cover in-
stead of battle.*--*

THI3 WAS PROBABLY A DIFFICULE' DECISION FOR THE COM-
MANDING OFFICFR SAURY TO MAKE, SINCE IT REMOVED HIM EVEN FARTHER--NOW 160
MILES-FROM OKINAWA. BUT WAS IT CORRECT? IT WOULD APPEAR NOT, FOh SAUHY'S
OPERATIONS dEiZE IN SUPPO!.T OF A STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE: THE PROTECTION 1 uF AL-
LIED FORCES ENGAGED IN KING II. SHE HAD BEMN DI'LECTED TO TAKE STATION CLOSE
TO OKINAWA PRESUMABLY FOR THE PURPO-2 OF HLPOaiTING EN11MY NAVAL FORiCES LEAV-
iNG OR ENTERING NAKAGUSUKU WAN (LATLa KNOWNl AS BUCKNE iBAY), AND HAD 13EEN
FURiTHER DIRECTED TO REMAIN THERE UNTIL FURT.ER odDERS.** IF JAPANESE
FORCES WERE RETIRING, WAS IT NOT STILL IMPORTAN'T D) HAVE RE14AINED CLOSE To
OKINAWA, SINCE THESE FORCES COULD BE EXPECTED TO VASS CLOSE UNDER flE FitO-
TSCTION OF JAPANESE AIRCRAFT AND SURFA:E FO.CE.3 THERE? THE SAN."E CON.NT
APPLIES TO THE RETiRlEXENT OF THE BURRFISH 'dICH HAD RETIRED TO THE NOitTH-
WARD TO A DISTANCE OF S(3ME FORTY MILES FHROM OKINAWA. IN BOTH OF THESE
CASES, THE DEPARTURE OF THE SUBIMARINES FROM THEIR ASS1GNED ST,,T1ONS WAS NjT
KN00N TO THEIR SUPERIORS.

All of these submarines patrolled submerged during
daylight and on the surface during darkness, with the exception of the SKATE
dud the SEA DOG. The SEA DOG endeavored to remain on the surface at all
times, and generally succeeded. However, on occasions she was forced to
submerge temporarily. The SKATE has been discussed previously.

Except for the SKATE's operatios, the MAatdJ MOGUE
submarines patrolled uneventfully.

* SKATE Dispatch 162244 October- 344 to CTF 17.
War Patrol Report SKATE, Report of SIXTH War Patrol, Serial 052,
November 2nd, 1944.

- CTF 17 Dispatch 160811 October 1944 to SAU'IiY.
* War Patrol Report SAURY, iReport of ELEV-PNTI War Patrol, Serial 023,

November 29th, 1944.
*••• CTF 1.7 Dispatch 150312 October 1944 to ALL Subriarines MA1,U _`1U UE.
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Meanwhile, the BILLFISH, which had been patrollingnorthwest of Iwo Jima, received orders at 2100 to proceed at best speed to
the Nansei Shoto area, where she was to relieje the SKATE at sunset October
21st.*

(e) Nagasaki - Sasebo.

The three submarines assigned to this area, the
ESCOLAR (F), PERCH and CROAKER, were operating in Tsushima Strait. They
were operating as a cooidinated attack group (wolf pack), as shown on Dia-
gram "B", with the wolf pack commander in the ESCOL"Iu. The movements of
tne ESCOLAR are not exactly knoinm, since she was lost with all hands after
2300 on this day or early the following morning, probably by striking a
mine, of wbion a ntunber had been obse3rved in the area. She had been in
Latitude 33 -44'N, Longitude 1270-33'E, and had reported, presumably at
2300, that she wa.z heading for Latitude 33°0 -44'N, Longitude 1290 - 0 6IE.**

It seems highly probable that sometime after the
ESCOLAR had surfaced (probably about 1830), the wolf pack commander received
crders from CIT 17 directing him to block the paqsage between Fukae Shima
and Kyushu. As a consequence, at about 2300 he directed the PERCH and the
CROAKER to move into stations as follows: (a) PERCH south of Nagasaki,***
(b) CROAKER in Latituie 32°12'N, Longitude l29c-38'E.4*"* It is likely that
t°he station for which the ESCOLAR was heading at 2300 was the new location
which the wolf pack commander had chosen for that submarine with relation to
the new stations ordered for the PERCH and the CROAKER.

THESE STATIONS, AS ASSICAIED, ARE DIFFICULT TO COM-
MENT ON, SINCE THE ORDERS TO THE WOLF PACK COM1ANDER ARE NOT AVAILABLE TO
THIS STUDY AND MAY HAVE BEEN DESTROYED. HOWEVER, FROM THE DIAGRAMS, 1T
SEEMS CLEAR THAT IF THE WOLF PACK COM=ANDER HAD RECEIVED ORDERS TO PATROL
THE AREA BETWEJO FUKAE SHIMA AND KYUSHU, PARTICULARLY AGAI4ST THE RETIRING
SECOND STRIKING FORCE, HE SHOULD HAVE MOVED THE ESCOLAR INTO THAT AREA AS
WELL AS THE PERCH AND THE CROAKER. THIS WOULD HAVE EFFECTIVELY CLOSED THE

CHANNEL, SINCE THE CHANNEL AT THE 100-FATHOM CURVE IS ABOUT SIXTY YILES
WIDE. TWO SUBMARINES ARE NOT ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH THIS EFFECTIVELY. THE
STATIONING OF THE ESCOLAR IN THE CHANNEL BETWEEN SHIMONO SHIMA IN THE NORTH
AND UKU SHIMA TO THE SOUTH WAS CLEARLY OF LITTLE VALUE, SINCE IN THIS PUSl-
TION SHE WAS UNABLE TO DETECT ENEMY FORCES APPROACHING THROUGH THE SOUVHERN
PA S SAGE.

War Patrol Report BILLFISH, Report of SIXTH War Patrol, Serial 088,
November 27th, 1944.

** U.S. Submarine Losses, World War II, Prepared by Conmander Submarine
Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet, 1946, page 131.

* War Patrol Report PFRC', Report of THIRD War Patrol, no serial,
November 8th, 1944.

- '* War Patrol Report CROAKER, Report of SECOND War Patrol, Serial 027,
November 10th, 1944.

S. . . .• .. .. .. , •,, u.,, • .,, ,, -- '-• • . ,C• . . . ... . .
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ALSO, INASMUCH AS THE ESCOLAR WAS NOW SOME NINETY
MILES FROM THE PERCH AND THE CROAKER, THE WOLF PACK COM1iANDER COULD NO
LONGER EXERCISE COMAND IN THAT CAPACITY. IT WAS POSSIBLE, OF COURSE, rOR
THE PERCH AND THE CROAKER TO OPERATE AS A WOLF PACK, BUT NO INSiRUCTIONS
WERE ISSUED BY THE WOLF PACK COMMANDER TO THIS EFFECT.

IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, THE WOLF PACK COMMANDER HAD
BEEN DIRECTED TO PATROL NOT ONLY THE CHANNEL BETWEEN FUKAE SHIMA AND KYUSHU,
BUT ALSO THE CHANNEL BETWEEN SHIMONO SHIMA AND UKU SHIMA, HIS DISPOSITION
WAS ABOUT AS EFFECTIVE AS THE LIMITED NUMBER OF SHIPS PERMITTED. IF THIS
WAS THE CASE, THE FAULT LAY WITH CTF 17, WHO HAD SUPPLIED INSUFFICIENT SUB-
MARINES TO PATROL ADEQUATELY THE VITAL SEA AREAS LEADING TO SHIMONOSEKI
STRAIT, RATHER THAN WITH THE WOLF PACK COMMANDER.

Upon receipt of the orders from Lhe wolf park com-
mander at 2300 tc proceed to these new stations, the PERCH and the CROAKER
departed present areas immediately and headed for their new stations at a-
bout fifteen knots,*

The patrols of the PERCH and the CROAKER on this
day were uneventful. The patrol of the ESCOLAR likewise appears to have
been uneventful, at least up to 2300.

(f) HIT PARADE.

The submarines in the HIT PARADE were assigned to
two definite areas. These were (1) the approaches to Bungo Suido and (2)
the approaches to Tokyo Bay.

(1) The approaches to Bungo Suido.

As discussed in Volume I (page 282) of this analysis,
the approaches to Bunco Suido were being guarded by a coordinated attack
group (wolf pack) consisting of the BESUGO (F), RONQUIL and GABILAN. Since
their arrival on station, these submarines had rotated stations once. At
0719 October 17th, the BESUGO was in the western sector of the approaches
to Bungn Suido, the GABILAN in the central (or middle) sector, and the RON-
OUIL in the eastern sector. The latter submarine operated about five miles
south of Okino Shima in poor visibility and heavy seas.** All submarines
operated submerged during daylight and on the surface during darkness. Their
mission was to prevent the undetected sortie of enemy task forces through
Bungo Suido.***

* Deck Logs PERCH and CROAKER, October 17th, 1944.
**- War Patrol Report RONQUIL, Report of SECOND War Patrol, Serial 038,

November 28th, 1944.
* CTF 17 Operation Order 328-44, September 25th, 1944, to BESUGO,

GABILAN and RONQUIL.
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ALTHOUGH THE WOLF PACK COMMANDER HAD BEEN DIRECTED TO
OPERATE IN AREAS SEVEN AND EIGHT, IT SEM-S CLEAR THAT HE HAD iEALIZED 5OXE-
TIME BEFORE THAT HE COULD NOT PREVENT THE UNDETECTED 2.1?HTIE OF ENEdY TASK
FORCE3 THROUGH BUNCO SUIDO UNLESS HE STATIONED HIS WOLF FACK 11N AREA SEVEN
AS NEAR TO THE ENTRANCE TO BUPNGO SUIDO AS POSSIBLE. FO, THIS REASON HE LAD
BEEN OPERATING IN THAT AREA SINCE ABOUT OCTOBER 12TH. AS HAS BEEN POiNTED
OUT IN VOLUI I, THE SUB•BARINES WERE INSUFFICIENT ]ii NUMBER, BASED ON rl]e
EFFECTIVE AVERAGE CONTACT RANGES,* AND TOO LOOSELY CI(;!DINATED TO OBTAIN
MAXIMUM EFFECTIVENESS. THIS IS CLEARLY SHOWN IN DIAGRAM "b", WHERE TWý: AD-
JACENT SUBMARINES (BESUGO AND GABILAN) WERE AS MUCH AS FORTY iýILES A1'ART AT
MIDNIGHT. SINCE THEY WERE FREE TO OPIATE AT WILL WITHIN THEiR OWN JTo;, i
THE COORDINATION WAS NECESSARILY LOOSE.

The patrols of the BESUCO and GABILAN on this date were J
uneventful, although the RONQUIL observed three search planes in the fore-
noon and one in the afternoon.x*

(2) Submarines in the approaches to Tokyo Bay.

The above approaches were guarded by two submarines, the
TAMBOR and the G.EENLING. The TAMBOR was pitrolling twenty miles ea.st of
Miyakp Shina,*** the GREENLING between Ornmi Zaki and Kozu Dhim.*-- BoLh I
suba.iif .1es generally patrolled submerged during datylight -:nd on the surface
during darkness or reduced visibility. 1jowever, on occasiona, during day-
light they operated at surface radar .o.pth; that is, so that their radar
antennae were clear of the water.*,-3;I'i

THE WEATHER CONDITIONS WERLE NUT GWUD, THEIRE E] 'NG PATCHES
OF GROUND FOG WITH ACCOMPANYING REDUGED VISIBILITY. THE LOCATiUNi OF ThESE
TWO SUBMARINES WEHE CLEARLY iNADEQUATE TO CLOSE riuE APPRhACKiE, I',' TuKYO 5AY.
IN VOLUME I (PAGES 182, 183), IT WAS POINTED CUT THAT ONE SUBMIAitiNZ SHJJILD
HAVE BEEN GUARDING TIE CHANNEL TO THE WESTWARD OF 0 SHIIMA, AND T7O TO ThE
EASTWARD. THE COMMENT TH04 MADE WAS EQUALLY APPLICABLE ON THIS LAY. WHY
THEY CHOSE THESE 1-ORH STATIONS IS NOT KNOWN, SINCE ThEY HAD BEEN ORD6RED, rc
OPERATE IN WATER 1.00 FATHOMS OR GREATEH AND, IF NECESSA[Y, TO PUr:SUE TH1E
ENE•Y INTO SHALLOW WATER.,-- THEY HAD BEEN FURIhER DERED, il i'uiEifi

Submarine Warfare Initructions, USF 9, Navy Department 1946, page
16-5, par%. 1604; -lso Volume I, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NAVP}EKJ
91973), prepared by the Nava" War College, pages 81 and 182

** War Patrol Report RON0,UIL, Report of SEC.N!., ýIar Fatrol, :ýer:.al 0138,
November 28th, 1944+.

8 War Patrol Report TAMBOiý, Report of TWELFTH War Patrol, Serial
08019, November 30th, 1944.

- War Patrol Report GREENLING, Rep.wi of ELEVE-NTH War P'atrol, no
serial, November 23rd, 1944.

• Submarine Warfare Instructions, U5F 9, Navy Departmnent 1.946, page
4-4, para. 413.

• •I CTF 17 Dispatches 121853 October 3944 to GOEENLING, and 141029
October 19"4 to TAMISOR.
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS, THAT, WHEAE THE ENEMY WAS TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE
SHA•LW4 WATER ROUTES CLOSE TO THE COAST, THEIR PATROLS SHOULD BE CONDUCTED
CLOSE INSHORE AT COASTAL FOCAL POINTS.* THE ENEM4Y WAS OPERATING IN THIS
FASHION IN THIS AREA; THEREFORE, SHOULD NOT THE TAMBOR HAVE BEEN OPERATING
IN THE WATERS EAST OF 0 SHIX.A, AS DID HER IM=•IATE PREDECESSOR THE SEA
DEVIL, AND SHOULD NOT THE GLEENLLNG HAVE BEEN OPERATING IN THE WATERS TO
THE WE"EThARD OF 0 -SHIMA? THE COJIMAND'IN2 OFFICER OF THE SM DEVIL STATED
IN 1953 THAT, DURING HIS PATROL, HE HAD OPERATED IN TIESE WATERS WITH NO UN-
USUAL DIFFICULTY AND HAD EVEN rrONE INTO SAGAM.I NADA** (TOKYO BAY). UNFORTU-
NATELY, THE COMMANDING OFFICER SEA DEVIL DID NOT TELL HIS RELIEF OF THESE
FACTS BECAUSE IT WAS THE USUAL PRACTICE OF THE SUBMARINES AT THIS TI11- TO
DEPART THEIR AREAS ON A DESIGNATED DATE, ON WHICH DATE THEIR REUiEF WAS EX-
PECTED TO ENTER THE AREA. THIS CONSIITUTED THE RELIEF. THESE WAS NO VISUAL
CONTACT BETh'E THE SUBMARINES. AS A RE.SULT, AN "ALONGSIDE" AELIEF WAS NOT
MADE. THEREFCRE, THE SEA DEVIL (AS DID THE TR.EPANG) HAD DEPARTED THE AREA
WITH MUCH INFOR14ATION WHI2H W4OULD HAVE BEEN OF GREAT VALUE TO HER RELIEF.

WHILE THIS METHOD OF RELIEVING WAS THE USUAL PRACTICE IN
TF 17 AT THIS TI>¶E, AND 2HILE CTF 17 UNDOUBTEDLY HAD REASONS WHICH HE CON-
SIDERED SOUND FCO NOT MAKING "ALONGSIDE" RZLIEFS--NOTABLY THE DIFFICULTIES
OF RECOGNITION AND OTHEaR CONDITIONS OF SAFETY, IT DOES NCT APPFPai THAT THE
ABOVE DESCRIBED "USUAL PftACTICE" WAS NECESSARY AT ALL TIMES. DOES IT NOT
SEEF CLEAR THAT ThE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE SUCCEEDING PATROLS WOULD HAVE BEEN
MARKEDLY INCRE•ASED 1HAD AN "ALONGSIDE" tELIEF BEEN ORHDERED, W}fENEVER PRPA.-
TICABLE, INT ORDER THAT VITAL INFO[T.ATICN MIGi.T BE EXCHANGED.

OF COURSE OCCASIONS WILL ARISE WHERE IT IS IMPORTjA)T F,)it
THE RELIEVING SUBHIARINE TO HAVE CERTAIN VITAL 1NFORYIATION BUT WHE.RE T IS UN-
W-ISE OR IMPRACTICAL TO MAKE ALONGSIDE RELIEFS. IN SUCH CASES THE COMWANDING
OFFICER nF THE RETIRING SUBýIMiINE SHOULD, WHEN CIRCUMSTANCES PEtl1IT, TRAiNS-
MITT THIS INFOHMATION TO THE TASK FORCE COM1IANDER FOi- RELAY TO THE RELIEVING
")U.OMARINE OVER ThE REGUiAR SUBMiARINE SCHEDULE.

IS IT )IOT LOGICAL TO BELIEVE THAT HAI) THE COVMIANDING
OFFICER T-kMBOR IMADE AN Al')NGSIDE iELIEF OF THE SEA DZNIL, Ota FAiLING THAT,
HAD HIE RECEIVED, BY DISPATCH, THE BENEFIT OF !1HE LXTTER'S EXPEIiENCE GAiNED
IN ThE AREA !?E WOULD LIKEWISE HAVE OPERATED IN THE WATERS EAST OF 0 SHIXA?

THE PATROLS OF BUT0.1 THE TA-:-1OR AN'2D THE GREENLING WERE
UNEVENTFUL A1D NO CONTACTS OF ANY IMFORTIhNCE WERE tMDE. I1E2AN•iHILE, THE SE'
DEVIl PitCCERDED UNEVIN'iTFULLY TOWARD RAJUIiO.**

* CTF 17 Operation Plan 1-43, Serial 0807, June 24th, 1943, Annex B,

para. 24.
*• Statement of Captain Ralph E. Styles, USN, Commanding Officer SEA

DEVIL during KING II Operation, to Commodor H. W. DATF', USN(Ret),
Head, World War II Battle Evaluation Group, Naval War College,
September 4th, 1953.

*• War Patrol Report SEA DEVIL, Report of FIRST War Patrol, no serial,
undated, but about October 25th, 1944.
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(C) China - Burma - India Theater.

(1) Operations of C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force, 0719 - 2400 October 17th.

As has been shown in Volume I (Pages 56-58), the operations of the
FOURTENTH Air Force in support of KING II consisted, in the main, of daily
reconnaissance by B-24's of the 308th Bomb Group based at Liuchow. This
search, which had been requested on October 16th by CINCPAC* to detect move-
ment of enemy naval forces toward the THIRD Fleet's area of operations east
of Luzon and southeast of Formosa, was still of some importance since the
operations of the THIRD Fleet continued to be in the same general area.

The search was designed to cover that area of the South China Sea
bounded on the west by a line between Kantranh Bay and Hulling Island (about
midway on the China coast between Hainan and Hong Kong) and on the east by
the Lingayen Peninsula, Luzon.4 -* It consisted of two courses, each flown
by one B-24 every twelve hours, thus requiring four sorties per day. The
courses, as shown on Diagram "B", were as follows:***

East Course: Liuchow to Hulling Island, thence southeast to a point
sixty miles northwest of Lingayen, south for sixty miles, southwest for 150
miles, thence northwest to the China coast and Liuchow.

West Course: Liuchow to Huiling Island, tbence' south 515 miles,
passing to the west of Paracel Reefs, then 170 miles northeast, then north-
ward to the China coast and Liuchow, passing to the east of the reefs.

The day search planes departed Liuchow about 0800; the night search
planes about 2000.**

THIS SEARCH PLAN WAS DISSIMILAR TO ANY TYPE OF AlR SEARCH IN USE BY
THE U.S. NAVY AT THIS TIM, AND THE REASONING ON WHICH IT WAS BASED IS NOT
AVAILABLE TO THIS STUDY. IT IS APPARENT THAT IT PROVIDED ONLY A LOW PROBA-
BILITY OF DETECTION OF A MAJOR ENEIMY FORCE WHICH MIGHT MOVE TOWARDS LUZON
STRAIT FROM THE SOUTH, ALTHOUGH IT GAVE A HIGHER PROBABILITY OF DETECTION OF
ENEMY SURFACE FORCES WHICH MIGHT BE MOVING NORTHWARD THitOUGH THE CENTRAL
SOUTH CHINA SEA.

IT WOULD APPEAR THAT BETTER COVERAGE WOULD HAVE RESULTED FROM A
BARRIER PATROL. THIS TYPE OF PATROL, EMPLOYING FIVE FLIGHT3 PER DAY WITH
A RADAR DETECTION RANGE OF SIXTY MILES, AND EIGHT FLIGHTS PER DAY WITH A
RADAR DETECTION RANGE OF FORTY MILES, WOULD HAVE PROVIDED A DETECTION

* CINCPAC Dispatch 151230 October 1944 to COMNAVGRPCHINA.
* COINAVGRPCHINA Dispatch 160935 October 1944 to CINCPOA.
*** Letter from Chief, Historical Division, Air University Library,

November 8th, 1950, to President, U.S. Naval War College.
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PROBABILITY OF EIGHTY-FIVE PER CENT FOR ANY SHIP TRYING TC TRANSIT IT AT ANY
SPEED UP TO TWEITY KNOTS.*

"'A Contacts by FOURTEENTH Air Force search planes on October 17th con-
sisted of the following:**

"(a) At 1043, a mixed nine-ship convoy, including one or two ascort
vessels, heading south, Latitude 19 0 -30'N, Longitude 1110-40'E (off Hainan
Island). One enemy patrol-type seaplane was also spotted near the formation,
apparently covering the convoy.

(b) At 1700, a six-ship convoy, including one escort vessel, a
5500/7500-ton freighter, two 7000/8500-ton freighter-transports, and two
"2000/4500-ton freighter-transports, heading east, Latitude 190 -35'N, Longi-
tude _12 0 -20'E.

,c) At 2325, three ships, types unknown, Latitude 18 -05tN, Longi-
tude Ill -12'E; also four ships, types unknown, prooably heading northwest,
Latitude 17°-551N, Longitude 1100 -50'E.

(2) Operations of C.G. TWENTIETH Bomber Command, 0719 - 2400, Ocfnber 17th.

It will be remembered from Volume I (Page 126) that COMTHIRL
October 15th, because of a possible surface engagement with the JapE
fleet had advised CINCPOA that no fast carriers would be available t
KING II until further notice.*** CINCPOA then requested the TWENTI!
Command to exert maximum effort against enemy air forces on Formosa e
situation clarified.**** Thereupon, the TWENTIETH Bomber Command, w,
October 14th had completed the last of its two scheduled strikes agai
Formosa (the October 11th strike was cancelled because of bad weather),
dered two additional strikes for October 16th and October 17th.

The October 16th strike, composed of seventy-three planes, struck
Okayama with thirty-three planes, Heito with bwenty-five, Takao with one, and
miscellaneous targets on Formosa and the China coast with fourteen planes,
accomplishing considerable damage (Volume I, Page 50).

The October 17th strike, composed of but twenty-four B-29's, attacked
the air depot at Einansho and the harbor area at Takao. The results of the
attack on Einansho could not be observed because of cloud cover, but at Takao

* USF 8, Navy Department, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, 1947,
Part IV, Chapter XX, paragraphs 2070-2074, inclusive.

** Letter from Chief, Historical Divisiun, Air University Library,
November 8th, 1950, to President, U.S. Naval War College.

*•- COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 150149 October 1944 to CINCPOA, etc.
*•* CINCPOA Dispatch 150651 October 1944 to Deputy Commander 20th Air

Force and COMNAVGRPCHINA.
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six to seven railroad tracks in the marshalling yards were destroyed, two
warehouses damaged, and two ships damaged. (Volume I, Pages 50, 51).

THEREASONS FOR EMPIfLYING ONLY TWENTY-FOUR - RCRAFT IN THE FINAL
STRIKE BY THE B-291'S IN SUPPORT OF THE LEYTE LANDL.•OS HAVE NOT BEE1N DEFI-
NITELY ESTABLISHED, BUT THE FACTS ARE: (A) A SEVaiE SCARCITY OF AVIATION
GASOLINE AT THE B-29 ADVANCE BASES IN CENTRAL CHINA IMPOSED SHARP LII-TA-
TIONS ON THE NUMBER OF PLANES THAT COULD BE 9.-?LO0hD;* (B) THE B-29'3, FOR
THE MOST PART, WERE CON4ITTED TO THEIR PRIMA1RY MISSION OF STRATEGIC BOTiB!NC
IN JAPAN AND OCCUPIED CHINA, AND THE NUMBER TPAT COULD 3E SPARED FOR ATTACK-
ING FORMOSA WAS EXTR0l4ELY LIMITED; ý-:r (C) THE REQUEST ON OCTOBER 15THl FOR
ADDITIONAL STRIKES,** MAKING A TOTAL OF THREZE I NSTEAD OF TWO AS PREVIOUSLY
PLA1INED, DID NOT ALLOW SUFFICIENT TII-E FOR THE PREPASATIC;NS THA-T HAD TO BE
MTADE FOR EACH MAJOR STRIKE LAUNCHED FROM CHINA BASES BECAU6E OF .1IMTEI
FACILITIES IN THE FORWARD AREA.**- IN ANY EVENT, THE FUL2ý CAPABILIT' OF
THE B-29'S WAS NOT USED AGAINST FORMOSA IN SUPPOAT OF KING 11.

Since the B-29's made no further air strikes against Formosa in
support of KING II the T'ENTIETH Bomber Command will be dropped from further
discussion.

Director, Library Division, USAF Hi,;tory Section, Air University,
Letter, February 23rd, 1951, to President U.S. Naval War College.

** Ibid. November 8th, 1950.
*** CINCPOA Dispatch 150651 October 1944 to Deputy Comnander 20th Air

Force and CO•[NAVGRPC1!INA.

• S USB.3 Report No. 66, The Strategic Air Operations of Very Heavy
Bombardment in the War Against Japan, page 7.
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CHAPTER II - JAPANESE OPERZATIONS, 0719 -2400 October 17th*

(A) Operations of CinC Caobined Fleet

It will be remembered that CinC Combined Fleet, who had been at
Shinchiku until October 16th, had, on that date, transferred his headquar-
ters to Takao,•* where he could be in close association with his Commander
SIXTH Base Air Force. It will also be remembered that he was accompanied
on this trip by his Deputy Chief of Staff, his Staff Air Officer, and by
Vice Admiral Takijiro Onishi, IJN.*- He was anxiously awaiting reports
from the search planes which had been launched that morning in order to
discover what Allied forces were remaining within the radius of his search
planes and what new Allied forces, if any, had moved inLo that area during
darkness. He knew that on the previous day thirteen carriers had been lo-
cated southeast of Formosa, which carriers were quite capable of continu-
ing the attacks on that island, as well as of striking the Philippines,

(a) During the period of this volune all dispatlches herein recorded
as from CinC Combined Fleet originated with his Chief of 3taff at
Hiyoshi unless they were prefixed with the words "Special DesOpOrd."
Any dispatches so labeled were issued by CinG Combined Fleet him-
self from Formosa.

(b) The time of receipt of many Japanese dispatches has been generally
unavailable to this analysis. Often the time of receipt is known
for one commnand but is not known for other cormwands. In order to
compensate for this, it has been assumedfrom an average tine of
receipt of a number of important dispatches that, unless otherwise
stated, important dispatches concerninC operations were received
by action addressees in one half hour. Such assumed times of
receipt are indicated by the phrase "at about." While this
assumption may seem somewhat generous, a study of this analysis
will show that the result of later receipt (such as one hour or
more) would have caused little or no change in the basic study.

(c) Japanese Documents are identified in general by WDC and NA numbers.
WDC represents the Washington Documents Center, now disestablished,

and NA represents National Archives. The translation of certain
documents and, notably the NACHI docwnents which latter documents
were recovered from the Japanese heaVy cruiser NACHI, sunk in
Manila Bay, are identified by the term ATIS which represents the
Allied Translater and Interpreter Section SW Pacific Area.

** CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 161151 October 1944 to Combined Fleet,
War Dary CWUDIV 7, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

SHe was likewise accompanied by his personal aide (Admiral Soemu
Toyoda, IJN, The End of the Imperial Navy, (Tokyo, April 1950),
pages 149-154.)
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notably Luzon. His night searches had already made several contacts on
what appeared to be two separate task groups; one at 0235 in Latitude
19 0 -05'N, Longitude 125°-15'E, and one at 0250 in Latitude 20 0 -5tN, VLong-
itude 1240 -25'E.* However, since he had no definite information concern-
ing the Allied intentions and since he had no information concerning the
composition of these groups or of their course and speed, it was obvious-
ly vital to have the earliest practicable information concerning the
Allied strength and movement. He therefore follow6d the morning searches
with more than passing interest. He knew these had been underway for
some time fron Shinchiku,** Kanoya, - Okinawa*-'.:* and Garan Bi.- "

He knew in addition that, should a contact be made within 250 miles
and should conditions be favorable, Commander SIXTH Base Air Force was
prepared to attack, since he had directed all air strength present in
Formosa to be ready on thirty minutes notice. He also knew that the
total operational air strength available for attack at this time consis-
ted of but eighty-eight fighters, forty carrier-type bombers and eight
carrier-type attack planes.•-A*

At about 0749, the exact time being indeterminate, he received a dis-
patch from Commander Naval Lookout Post on Suluan Island, wherein that
commander reported:

"One enenm battleship and six destroyers sighted on bearing O65°(T),
are penetrating into the strait. 0650.'hH--H::-*

Detailed Action aeport 901st Air Group9 Night Searches, October

10th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 160551, NA 12402; also Voltue I,
Battle for Leyte Gulf (NAVPErS 91973) prepared by the Naval War
College, Operations of CinC Combined Fleet until 0719 October 17th
pages 444-448.
Commander Western Attack Force TH?=E Dispatch 171352 Octobeý- 19ld,
to Ceneral Pattle Report Addressees, Detailed Action Report No.6,
708th Attack Unit, 762nd Air Group, Searches and Patrols of "Fs"
Sectors, October lst-17th 1944, WDC Documents 16057%, NA 12297.
Commander Western Attack Force ONE Dispatch 161923 October 1944,
War Diary 51st Air Flotilla October 1944, WDC Douiument 16l6)4j,
NA 12258.
Commander Western Attack Force 'IWO Signal Order No. 37 By Tele-
phone to Western Attack Force TWO, War Diary 25th Air Flotillh.
October 1944, WDC Document 160137, NA 12278,

•-•. Detailed Action Report No. 1, 263rd Attack Uidt (653rd "\Ir
Group), S'{O Operations October l4th - 21]st, 1944, WL0 1Dorunent
161004, 1-A 12605.

*•* Memorandum Notes of Captain Bunzo Shibata, IJN, Staff Officer
SIXTH Base Air Force, Uctober IOth-.23rd, l944, Department of
ArMy Historical Division Microfilm HS-22, Item 13.

, Commander Naval Lookout Post Suluan Islaa Dispatch 170719
October 1944, presumably to all comrnan'e, War Diary ZUIKAKU
October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11793.
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This dispatch alarmed him since he had estimabed, long before, that
the Allies would launch invasion operations against strategic sectors of
t southern Philippines, and might at the same time launch invasion oper-
ations against the central and northern Philippines should the counter air
action by Japanese land-based aircraft prior to invasion prove ineffective.*
The sighting of thirteen Allied carriers on the previous day had shown
clearly that the counter air action had failed. Therefore, it is likely
that the presence of these ships had alerted him to the fact that invasion
operations might develop at any time. The fact that the Allied carriers
had not as yet been discovered by his search planes was unimportant, since
the presence of the Allied surface forces indicated that Allied carriers
in sufficient strength to support the operations of this Allied surface
force were necessarily nearby.

THAT THIS IS THE CORRECT ANALYSIS OF THE THOUGHT PROCESS OF CINC COM-
BINED FLEET SEEMS CLEAR, DESPITE THE FACT THAT ON 'THE PREVIOUS DAY HE HAD
(a) INDICATED TO HIS COMI4AND THAT IN HIS OPINION TF 38 OPERATIONS WOULD
MOST LIKELY BE CONFINED TO PROTECTIVE OPERATIONS FOR ITS RETIRING DAMAGED
SHIPS,** (b) HAD PERMITTED HIS CHIEF OF STAFF'S ORDERS TO CO1MANDER FI.1ST
STRIKING FORCE TO PREPARE TO SORTIE FOR DECISIVE BATTLE AGAINST TF 38 TO
PASS WITHOUT COMMENT, (c) HAD FAILED TO ISSUE ORDERS TO THE MAIN FORCE
AND THE SUBMARINE FORCE TO PREPARE TO SORTIE, AND (d) HAD FAILED EITHER
(1) TO ORIER OILERS AHEAD TO FUEL THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE SHOULD IT
SORTIE, OR (2) TO TRANSFER OILERS TO THAT FORCE SO THAT ITS COMMANDER
MIGHT ORDER THEM AHEAD.

IT SEEMS CLEAR BECAUSE CF THE RAPIDITY WITH WHICH CINC COMBINED FLEET
ACiED. AT 0809, WITHOUT WAITING FOR VERIFICATION OR AMPLIFICATION OF THE
SIGHTING REPORT, HE ORDERED A !L=T ALERT FOR SHO ONE (PHILIPPINES).***
HE DID THIS DESPITE THE FACT TRAT, IN THE PREVIOUS MONTH (SEPTEMBER), HE
HAD, UNDER SOMEVMAT SIMILAR CIRCUMSTANCES, RECEIVED A FLASH BUT HIGHLY
ERRONEOUS REPORT FROM A LOOKOUT STATION IN THE DAVAO AREA (F TIE SOUTH-
ERN PHILIPPINES THAT A GREAT MANY CAMOUFLAGED AMPHIBIOUS TANKS WERE AD-
VANCING TOWARD THE DAVAO AIR BASE,4*ý AND HAD THE HUMILATING EXPERIENCE

* Situation Estimate at the Start of the Allied Invasion of Palau

and Halmehera, September 17th, 1944, Combined Fleet Headquarters,
Department of Army Historical Division Microfilm HS-26, Item B.

S CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 161209 October 1944 (Combined Fleet
Special DesOpOrd No. 11) to Commander FIFTH and SIXTH Base Air Force
etc., War Diary DESRON I, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

•* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 170809, October 1944 to Combined Fleet
(Combined Fleet Special DesOpOrd 14), Detailed Action Report No. 3
YANATO, SHO No. 1 Antiair and Surface Actions, October 17t'i-28th, 1944
WDC Document 161639.

• 3•* Philippine Area Naval Operations, Part I, May 1942 - September 1944,
Second Demobilization Bureau, Japanese Government, August 1947, His-
torical Section, G-2, FEC File No. 805, JS-14.
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OF ORDEiLUN AN ALERT* WITAOUT WAITING FOR VEiIFICATION oR AH-PLI'ICATION,
WHICH ALEUT HE HAD 3ELN FORC]_D TO CANCEL THE FOLLO',ING DAY.**

THIS ANALYSIS OF THE THOUGHT PROCIKMS OF THE C.'NC CO.,BINED FLEET IS SUP-
PORTED SOMLWHAT BY THE CORAENTS MADE LATER THAT DAY BY COMBATDIV ONE, WHO
WAS AT LINGGA.-r* IT SHOULD BE POINTED OUT HOzVE.R, THAT THESE COMMZNTS
WERE UNDOUBTEDLY COLOiED BY THE VARIOUS OjiDErS ISS3UD Iflj.T DAY BY CINC C0M-
BINED FLEET AND BY HIS CHIEF OF STAFF INDICATED THE POSSIBILITY OF A !AND-
ING IN THE CENTRAL ANJ SOUTHerN PIHILIPPINES. COMBATDIV ONE WROTE "ALTHOUGH
RPCENTLY THIEIJE HAS 3E;_4 NO INTELLIGENCI3 - INDICATING A LAiIE SCALE INVASION
PLAN JUDGING FROM THE SULUAN LANDING AND THE COORDINATiD AOVrIJ1NT IN ThE
CAR NICOBAR AREA, IT CAN BE CONCLUDED THAT THIS IS THE PRELUDE TO A MAJOR
LANDING OPERATION TUN THE CE!NTRAL AND SOUTHERN PHILIPPINES. AILO WOULD NOT
REChNT MAN&JV!!ýi IN PiE r'OiMIUSA AHEA HE PART OF THAT PiREPARATION?"•-

The ordering of a SHO One alert was the maximum action that he could
take at this time. This was because the authority to designate the area
where the decisive battle was to be fought was properly reserved for Im-
perial General Headquarters,',*** in order to insure coordination of effort

between the Arny and the Navy. The authority to issued a alert was evi-
dently given to CinC Combined Fleet in order that he might facilitate his

planning and expedite the preparedness of his naval forces. The alert
was to be given when the Allied carrier force had approached the line at
which the Japanese had decided to give battle.* '

CinC Combined Fleet now knew that, upon the receipt of this alert, his
forces would t-ke the following action:

CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 101515 September 1944 to Combined

Fleet, War Diary Dý3RON 11, September 1944, We1DC Document 161715,
NA 12712.
CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 110741 September 1944 to Combined
Fleet, War Diary DESRON 11, September 1944, WDC Document 161715,
NA 12712.

* Vice Admiral katome Ugaki, IJN, (COABATDIV 1), Personal Diary
S3ESOROKU, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, "'Arch 15,
1953) Volume II.

• Commander SIXTH Base Air Force, Supple,:ient to OpOrd No. 6, Septem-
ber 5th, 1944, Part I, General Outline of SHO Operations Section A
Operational Subdivisions, Paragraph 1, Army Historical Division
File HS-18. Item D.

-• Commander Mobile Force Operation Order No. 76, August 10th, 1944
Section VI, Outline of Operations, ATIS Document No. 39, Part I,
April 22nd, 1945, page 16 (NACHI Docume3nts).
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_____ _ CINC COMBINED FLEET

(a) Suri•=e Forces - Prepare to sortie at twenty knots in four hours
notice.,' He knew, of course, that Commander FIRST Striking Force had al-
ready been ordered on the previous day by the Chief of Staff Combined
Fleet to prepare immediately to sortie.**

(b) Base Air Forces - 'While maintainin.rg contact with the Allied car-
rier force, concentrate and start deploying bo the areas designated in
advance for SHO One. He knew that this was in progress since his Comman-
der SIXTH Ba~.e Air Force had directed on the previous day that all avail-
able SIXTH Base Air Force units were to advance in full strength to For-
mosa and take position for tho SHO Operation decisive air battle,;-ý which
battle was already underway.

(c) Advance Expeditionary Force - Complete preparations to proceed to
the combat area. He knew that four of these submarines were already en
route for operations against TF 38.,H-*I

CINC COMBINED FLEET NOW, IF Ha HAD NOT DONE SO BEFORE, REALIZED THE FATAL
WEAKNISS OF THL SHO PLAN AS DISCUSSED IN VOLUYF I UNDER "JAPAIESE PLANS."
THE BASIC W•EAKNESS TMREIN INDICATED WAS THL NECESSITY TO ATTAIN PRECISE
COORDINATION. THIS RE.JIRID ADVANCE INFORLMATION OF WIE MOVE•XJNTS OF THE
ALLIED NAVAL AND AIR FORCES OF SUCH EUACTNLESS THAT HE WOULD BE ABLE T1
MOVE HIS MAIN FORCE FROM ITS ASSI(.NED BASE (INLAND SEA) AND HIS FIRST STRI-
KING FOHCE FROM ITS AkSSI3IED BASE (LINGGA) IN SUFFICIENT TIME TO PERNqT
THEIR COoRDINATION IN THE OBJECTIVE ARLA AT THE TIME OF THE ALLIED LANDING.
HE REALIZED, OF COUR'iSE, THAT IN THE CASE OF SHO ONE, FOR WH1ICH HE HAD ALER-
TED HIS FLEET, THIS WOULD REQUItw., FOR T!HE FIRST ST•IKING FORCE, FObR OR
MORE DAYS, DEPENDING UPON TH. O•JECTIVE AREA, AND MIGHT RE;EUIRJE REFUELING.

He had expected ý.o obtain information of Allied surface ship movements
when such forces came within range of his search aircraft--600 miles--in
the SHO One area. However, since his planes had either been unable to fly

* Commander Mobile Force Operation Order No. 76, Auanxst 10th, 1944,
Section VI, Outline of Operations, ATIS Document No. 39, Part I,
April 22nd, 1945, page 16 (NACRI Documents).

** CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 161405 October 1944 to Commander Mobile
Force and FIRST Striking Force (Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 350). War
Diary- ZZUYA, October 1944, WDC Docume.-nt 161636, NA 11973.

•* Commander S1ATH Base Air Force Dispatch 160821 October 1944 to
SIXTH Base Air Force (SIXTh Base Air Force DesOpOrd 63), WDO,' Docu-
ment 16O258, NA 12592.

S--Submarine Operations 1944, Merit Rating Reports for Naval Ship Units,

WDC Document 161011; also Submarine Operations in Philippine Waters
1944-1945, Department of Army Historical Division File 8-5, JS-15.
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in the area to the eastward of the cantral Philippines or had been unable --

to detect the Allied forces because of bad weather and low visibility there
due to the passage of a typhoon, and since he had not stationed his submar-
ines off the most 1ikfely departure points for Allied surface vessels (such
as Manus and Hollandia), he should not have been surprised that these surface
forces had arrived undetected.

Being now caught unprepared, his situation was desperate, since (a) his
Main Force was still in the Inland Sea, with most of the operational strength
of its carrier groups scattered from Kyushu to Formosa, and so shattered in
the Battle off Formosa that, except for the planes left in Kyushu, they
could not be reassembled and regrouped in time to operate from the carriers,
(b) his SBCOND Striking Force, which was composed of most of the cruiser
and destroyer strength not included in the FIRST Striking Force, was in the
vicinity of Amami 0 Shima, but he realized that this was not entirely unsat-
isfactory, since it could rejoin the Main Force at sea, provided it could
be fueled beforehand, although otner reasons, such as radio silence might
make joining impracticable, (c) his FIRST Striking Force was at Lingga, (d)
his SIXTH Base Air Force had lost about three-fourths of the operational
aircraft of its T-Force and about one-third of the operational aircraft of
its other units,* while the remainder (about 505 planes)** were urgently
in need of reorganization and concentration, which operations were now un-
derway,(e) his FIFTH Base Air Force (about ninety-eight planes)*i-* and the
FOURTH Air Army (about 105 planes)ý** were in limited strength, and (f)
most of his submarines were still in the Inland Sea.

He now awaited further reports concerning Allied operations, not only
in the Leyte area, but in other areas of the Philippines as well. He was,
naturally, Nery interested in the reports of his search planes concerning
other Allied contacts, since the Leyte operations now underway might be a
feint and it was extremely important to discover the chosen Allied invasion
point or points as soon as possible. In this connection, he was, of course,
interested in the expansion of the Leyte operations, since the central
Philippines had been considered as a logical invasion point for some time."•**

* Memorandum Notes of Captain Bunzo Shibata, IJN, Staff Officer SIXTH
Base Air Force, October 10th - 23rd, 1944, Department of the Army,
Historical Division Document Microfilm HS-22, Item B.

*-* Operations of Commander SIXTH Base Air Force, 0719 - 2400 October
17th, 1944.
Operations of Commander FIFTH Base Air Force, 0719 - 2400 October
17th, 1944.

*** Situation Estimate at the Start of the Allied Invasion of Palau and
Halmahera, September 17th, 1944, Combined Fleet Headquarters, Arnm
Historical Division Microfilm HiS-26, Item B,
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He did not have to wait very long for additional reports from the
Leyte area, since at about 0825 he received a dispatch from Commander
Philippine Force wherein that commander reported that "an enemy force of
two battleships, two cruisers and six other ships, apparently destroyers,
are operating in the vicinity of Suluan Island and are launching landing
craft."* This report was partly incorrect, Yhere being no battleships in
the area at this time.

About six minutes later (0831) he received a dispatch from Conmander
Suluan Lookout Post which stated that at 0745 three enemy ships were pre-
paring for landing operations.** This dispatch confirmed, in part, the
preceding dispatch.

Also about this time he received a dispatch from Commander Southwest
Area Force that Manila had been attacked at 0800 by 100 enemy aircraft,
and that Legaspi had been attacked at the same time by fifty aircraft. *"
This clearly showed that at least one of the Allied carrier task groups was
still within striking range of the northern Philippines.

A few minutes later, he likely received a dispatch from Commander South-
west Area Force wherein that commander directed his command to prepare for
the "P1" Operation.*-•** Although what was meant by "P" Operation is not en-
tirely cle ar, it is understood that it referred to certain local measures to
be undertaken by the SW Area Force, and therefore Commander SW Area Force
was, by its issuance, preparing his command for the defense of the Philip-
pines. This would be the logical action to be taken by a force commander.

At about 084 he received a dispatch, presumably from the Naval Lookout
Post on Suluan Island, that at 0800 the enemy had conmenced landing there.***

* Commander Philippine Force Dispatch 170755 October 1944 to SW Area
Force, Detailed Action Report No. 13, DESRON 10, SHO Operation,
October 17th-31st, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA -1744.
Commander Naval Lookout Post Suluan Island Dispatch 170801, presum-
ably to all commands.l War Diary ZUIKAKJU, October 19,44, WDC Document
161636, NA 11793.

SMaterial for Situation Estimates, FIRST Section Naval General Staff,
October 17th, 194, 1 DC Document 216764•4, (Microfilm).

. Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 170805 October 1944 to All Fleet
and Squadron Commanders SW Area, War Diary 61st Air Flotilla, Oct-
ober 1944, WDC Document 161643, NA 12260.

S' Cormander Naval Lookout Post Suluan Island Dispatch 170814 October
1944, presumably to all comands, War Diary ZUIKAKU October 1944,
10C Document 161636, NA 11793.
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What he thought these operations portended is not known, but it seems
highly probable that he now felt that invasion at one or more points,
including possibly Leyte, was inmminent. This seems so since the Allied
operations were definitely following not only the usual pattern but the
forecast by the Japanese High Command for the invasion of the Philippines.
The operations underway at Leyte might well be advance operations designed
to prepare the way for an amphibious landing there some days later.

At 0848 the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet directed the Advance Expedi-
tiortary Force (Submarine Force) to prepare immediately to sortie in full
strength to the central and southern Philippines.*

WHILE THE MENTAL REACTIONS OF CINC COMBINED IFLEET TO THESE DEVELOPMENTS
ARE NOT AVAILABLE TO TIS STUDY, IT IS LIKE1LY THAT HE REALIZED THAT HIS
EARLIER DECISION TO COMMIT HIS LAND-BASED AIR FORCES, INCLUDING HIS CAR-
RIER PLANES, TO AN ALL-OUT ATTACK kGAINST THE ALLIED CARRIERS HAD BEEN A
SERIOUS ERROR, SINCE IT WAS NOW HIJHLY PROBABLE THAT SHO ONE WOULD BE ACT-
IVATED PRESENTLY, AND HIS AIR FORCES WERE FAR FROM READY TO CARRY OUT THEIR

RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER THE SHO ONE PLAN.

Whatever his thoughts, he observed that the High Command in Tokyo sup-
ported his alert, for at about 0850 (the MOGAMI at Lingga received this
dispatch at this time)** he received a dispatch issued by his Chief of
Staff at Hiyoshi which also ordered SHO One alert.*** This showed that the
Naval General Staff, with whom his Chief of Staff was in close communica-
tion, agreed with his analysis of the developing situation.

At about 0900 he received a contact report on two carriers and nine
other ships bearing 0850 (T) distant 245 miles from Manila.*** This was
TG 38.4

At about 0908 the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet advised Commander Main
Force that at 0800 that day the enenW had begun landing on Suluan Island
and that there was a possibility that they would attempt a large-scale
landing in the south - central Philippines. He further advised that should

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 170848 October 1944 to Commander Advance
Expeditionary Force (Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 352), War Diary ZUIKAKU,
October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.

** Detailed Action Report MOGAMI, Battle of the Philippines, October
18th-25th, 1944, WDC Document 160463, NA 12653.

S* Gin' Combinud Fleet Dispatch 170835 October 19.4 to Combined Fleet
(Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 351), WDC Document 160579, NA 12409.

S-Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN, (COMBATDIV 1), Personal Diary,
SENSOROKU, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th,
1953) Volume II.
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this occur it would be necessary for the Main Force to lure the eneRy task
fmrce to the -!-orth to facilitate the penetration of the FIRST Striking
Force, and therefore the Main Force should speed preparations to sortie
with its full strength (including all operational aircraft of CARDIV ONE),*

This was an interesting cd.:½patch, since it indicated how the Naval Gen-
eral Staff expected the surfd.(e forces to be employed should SHO One be
activated. Certainly the Combbined Fleet basic concept for the employment
of the Main Force required change, since many of the best pilots in the
634th and 653rd Air Groups had been diverted to land operations with the
SIXTH Base Air Force and were no Ij,,ger available for immediate action with
the carriers. CinC Combined Fleet knew that iii his basic SHO Plan he had
assigned to the Main Force the task of facilitating the penetration of the
FIRST Striking Force into the Allied lanr.t:.g area by (a) diverting the
Allied carrier task forces (THIRD Fleet) to the northeast and (b) engaging
the Allied carrier task forces in a flank attack.** Now it was clear, from
the information available to his Chief of Staff, that, owing to the trans-
fer of his pilots, the carriers were no longer able to deliver an effec-
tive air attack, and therefore (b) above, ,-ould not be carried out success-
fully. It was also clear from the inr-lusion af the 6 013t Air Group, which
he knew to be inadequately trained and with very few pilots capable of
operating from carriersj**that the air operations which the Main Force
would be able to accomplish would be very limited indeed. Perhaps at this
point he thoroughly regretted the transfer of the 634th and 653rd Air Groups
to the SIXTH Base Air Force and wondered whether or not some planes of these
two air groups were not as yet uncommnItted.

At 0928 the Chief of Staff C,-,nbined F.eet directed the FIRST Striking

Force to sortie immediately and advance to Brunei.****

This was in accordance wiLh the basic plans for SihO One and SHO To,
which stated, "As soon as the enemy landing plans are ascertained, the
FIRST Striking Force will sortie and proceed towards Brunei or to the

* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 170908 October 1944 to MIain Force,
Detailed Action Report ZUIKAKU, SHO One Operation, October 20th -
25th, 1944, WDC Document 161008.

r-• Commander Mobile Force Operation Order No. 76, August 10th, 1944,
Section II, Concrete Operational Policy, ATIS Document No. 39, Part
1, April 22nd, 1945, Page 5 (NACHI Document).

*:* Letter from Captain Toshikazu Ohmae, ex-IJN, to Mr. Clarke Kawakami,

Translator for World War II Battle Evaluation Group, Naval War College
about May 23rd, 1952.

-•*-* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 170928 October 1944, to Commander FIRST
Striking Force (Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 353) Detailed Action Report
S{ICURE, Battle for Leyte Gulf, October 21st-27th, 1944, WDC Document

161717 (Part 4), NA 11801.
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I north-Gentral Philippines".* It seems correct to say that this contempla-
ted Brunei for SHO One, and the north central Philippines for SHO Two.
This concept is supported by the Chief of Staff FIRST Striking Force, who
stated later in part that in case SHO One was activated, the FIRST Strik-
ing Force was to move up to Brunei.**

At 0930 the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet directed the WAKATSUKI and
SUZUTSUKI which -ere returning to the Inland Sea from the approaches to
Bungo Suido where the SUZUTSUKI had been torpedoed the previous night, to
transfer air personnel to the KASHIMA and DISDIV THIRTY, which would then
complete the task originally assigned the WAKATSUKI and SUZUTSUKI.•-•*

At about 0945, CinC Combined Fleet received a report which located at
0915 a carrier task group in Latitude 22 0 -0O'N, Longitude 126-40'E.-*ý*
He also received a contact report on a carrier task group bearing 1000 (T)
distant 360 miles from Takao. This latter group consisted of about twenty
ships, including three carriers and three battleships, one under tow, on an
easterly course, speed about ten knots,**" Since these contacts were in
almost exactly the same location it seems probable that he considered them
to be one and the same contact. On this basis he now knew the location of
four allied carrier task groups.

Also at about this time he received a report from the Commander 901st
Air Group reporting the night search results. In addition to repeatirng
the two contacts previously reported (0235 and 0230) he reported that there
was a possibility of a slight error in the 0250 contact report. Ile also

* Commander Mobile Force Operation Order No. 76, August 10th, 1944,

Section II, Concrete Operational Policy, ATIS Document No. 39,
Part I, April 22nd, 1945, page 5 (NACHI Document).

*�Rear Admiral Tomiji Koyanagi, ex-IJN, "The Battle of Leyte Gulf-A
iRetrospection"t DIS Translation by Captain Toshikazu Ohniae, ex-IJN
(1952). A modified version of this article was published in the
United States Naval Institute Proceedings, February 1953 (Vol. 79,
No. 2)

•* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 170930 October 1944 to Commander Mo-
bile Force (Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 466), War Diary DESRON 10,0ct-
ober 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

•?* Detailed Action Report No. 13, 708th Attack Unit (T-Force) Attack
on Enemry Task Force Off Formosa, October 18th, 1944, WDC Document
160579, NA 124091 also Philippine Area Naval Operations Part II,
October - December 1944, Second Demobilization Bureau Japanese
Government, October 1947, Department of Arnm Historical Division
File 8-5, JS-104.

- Philippine Area Naval Operation Part II, October - December 1944,
Second Demobilization Bureau Japanese Government, October 1947,
Department of the Army, Historical Division File 8-5, JS-104.
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reported the weather in the area of the contacts as partly cloudy, broken
clouds, ceiling 2000 meters.*

At 0946 the Chief of Staff advised the Chief of Staff SIXTH Base Air
Force and the Deputy Chief of Staff Combined Fleet, who was with CinC Com-
bined Fleet at Takao, that "the enen7 landing on Suluan Island appears to
be part of an invasion move against the central and southern Philippines.
The enomy appears to be launching the invasion in accordance with previous
plans, despite the unsatisfactory progress of his Palau invasion opeeations
and the severe losses inflicted on his carrier task forces. It is estimated
that there is a strong possibility of a landing attempt by the forces under
Halsey's command in the Samar - Leyte area, together with a landing by
MacArthur's forces on southern Mindanao, but no definite conclusion has yet
been reached. For the present, the FIRST Striking Force has been directed
to move up to Brunei.'"*

THIS DISPATCH, WHILE IN GENERAL LOGICAL, REASONABLE AND RESTiAINED, WAS
SSURPRISI1GLY INACCURATE AS 1tEGARDS 1111E STATEMLiWT CO!NCCEINING "1THE SEVERE
LOSSES INFLICTED ON THE ALLIED CARRIER FORCE." SINCE THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WELL KNEW THAT (A) THIRTEEN ENEMY CDLRIERS HAD BEEN OBSERVED ON THE P:-
VIOUS DAY, (B) NONE OF THESE CARRIERS HAD BEEN ATTACKED SINCE BY 1IS1 OWN
FORCES, (C) FOUR TASK GROUPS HAD BUN LOCATED ON T1IIS DAY,*-m** AND (D) THESE
FACTS WERE WELL KNOWN TO THE ADD[ESSEES, IT SEEMS OBVIOUS THAT HE WAS EN-
DEAVORING 'TO NAINTAIN THE FICTION 1-HICH HAD BuN PUPLICLY ANNOUNCED BY
IFPERIALA GENERA•L jEADTUAR1,TRS AT 1730 ON THE PREVIOUS DAY 7,tAT THE JAPANESE
BASE AIR F(RCES HAD GAINeD A GREAT VICTORY OVER TF 38 AND HAD SUNK ELEVEN
CARRIERS, TWO BATTLESHIPS, FOUR CURISERS, AND ELEVEN UNIETERMINED TYPES.****

IN CONNECTION WITH THESE COMMENTS, IT SEEMS WISE TO POINT OUT HERE THAT
JAPANESE INTELLIGENCE RECORDS KEPT BY THE NAVAL GENERAL STAFF NOT ONLY LIST
THE FOUR TASK GROUPS ABOVE REFERRED TO BUT SrATE, IN ADDITION, THAT THESE
FOUR TASK GROUPS CONSISTED OF "MORE THAN EIGHT CARRIERS OPERATING IN THE
FORMOSA AND PHILIPPINE AREAS. "'* IT IS NOT KNOWN WHY THIS INTELLIGENCE

S* Commander 901st Air Group Dispatch 170915 October 1944 to CinC Com-
bined Fleet, Commander SIXTH Base Air Force, Detailed Action Report
901st Air Group, Night Searches, Octobec 10th - 28th, 1944, WDC
Document 160551, NA 12402.

SCofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 170946 October 1944 to Commander SIXTH
Base Air Force, Action Report FIRST STRIKING Force, SHO Operations,
October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.

'** Material for Situation Estimates, FIRST Section Naval General Staff,
October 17th, 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).

****- Diary of Vice Admiral Kimpei Teraoka, IJN, Auguist 1st - November 1st,
1944, FIFTH Base Air Force in SHO Operation, GHQ-FEC Special Histor-
ical Collection, Supporting Documents to General of the Army Douglas
MacArthur's Historical Report on Allied Operations in the Southwest
Pacific Area (Item 30, Footlocker 7 of 10, SWPA Series Vol. II).
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REFERRED TO THE CARRIERS "AS MORE 11.AN EIGHT" WHEN CONTACTS ON THE PHE-
VIOUS DAY HAD DISCLOSED "THIHMIEN" CARRIERS IN THkEE GROUPS, ONE OF WHICH
GROUPS CONSISTED OF SEVEN CARRIERS. TODAY CONTACTS HAD DISCLOSED FOUR
CARRIERS IN TWO GROUPS BUT NOTHING WAS KNOWN OF ITHE CARRIER STRENGTH OF
THE TWO TASK GROUPS LOCATED BY THE NIGHT FLYING BOATS AT 0235 AND 0250.
COULD NOT ONE OF THESE HAVE BEEN THE SEVEN CARREt GROUP OF THE PREVIOUS
DAY? AND WHAT WAS THE COMPOSITION OF THE OTHER? CERTAINLY 'MlL INDICA-
TIONS 'iY, THAT THE ENEMY STRENGTH EAST OF FORMOSA WAS INCREASING.*

Sometime in the late forenoon, CinC Combined Fleet received another con-
tact report in an entirely new and hitherto quiet area -- the Nicobar Islands.
This wa3 a report from Commander NINTH Base Force in the Singapore area that
his conmand had sighted what appeared to be an enemy task force of eight
ships bearing 1800 (T), distant 250 miles from Car Nicobar Island in the
Nicobar Group.** No time of the contact was given. Some time later, un-
doubtedly he received amplifying reports which stated that (a) two carriers,
two battleships, two cruisers and eight destroyers, supported by more than
twenty planes, had attacked Car Nicobar and had carried o'it gunfire bombard-
ment between 1030 and 1230, and (b) more than ten planes had attacked Nan-
kauri.A

SINCE THEY OBVIOUSLY RECOGNIZED THE NICOBAR OPERATIONS AS PURELY DIVER-
SIONARY, :wH- NEITHER CINC COM4BINED FLEET NOR THE HIGH COMiAND IN TOKYO
TUR!iED THEIR ATTENTION FROM THE OPERATIONS IN THE PHILIPPINES. TE DECID-
ED TO LEAVE THAT TO THE ARMY AND NAVY COMMANDERS IN THE APEA WHO WERE JOINT-
LY RESPONSIBLE FOR TH1E DEFENSE OF hIE AREA.-;'- THE ALLIES HAD HOPED TO
DECEIVE TILE JAPANESE INTO THINKING THAT LANDINGS IN T"LE NICOBARS WERE IlMI-
NENT, AND THEREBY TO FORCE THEM EITHER TO HOLD 111E FIRST STRIKING FORCE IN
THE LINGGA - SINGAPORE AREA OR TO LAUNCH IT AGAINST PHE ALLIED CARRIER FORCE
AITIACKING THE NICOBARS, BUT JAP(h•N3E REACTION WAS SLIGHT. **

* Memorandum Notes of Captain Bunzo Shibata, IJN, Staff Officer

SEVOND Air Fleet, October 10th - 73rd, 1914, Department of Army
Historical Division File, Microfilm3 HS-22, Item B.
Comnander NINTH Base Force Dispatch 170950 October 1944 to Conaan-
der Western Force, Detailed Action Report No. 13 DIESRON 10, SHO Oper-

ation October 17th - 31st, 1944, 9DC Document 161005, NA 11744.
Material for Situation Estimates, FLIST Section Naval General
Staff, October 1944, 'WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).

*'-'- War Diary DESRON 1, October 1st - 31st, 1944, W`DC Document 161638,
NA 11739; Also Detailed Action Report SHICGRME, Battle for Leyte Gulf,
October 73rd - 27th, 1944, WDC Document l( '17 (Part IV), NA 1101.

+ Imperial General Headquarters Army High Command RLecord Mid-1941 -

August 1945, Japanese Monograph No. 45, Page 156, HQ FEC Military
History Section Research Division Japanese Monograph No. 45.

***HH•* Report to the Combined Chiefs of Staff by the Supreme Allied Com-

mander Southeast Asia 1943 - 1945, London; His Majesty's Station-

ary Office 1951, paragi-aph 283.
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It is possible Lhat at about 0959 CinC Combined Flaet rMceived an

erroneous report of an air raid on Okinawa which reportedly occurred at

0929, but since this report was recorded solely by the ABUKUMA,* it seems
scarcely probable that he received it.

At about 1140 he received a contact report from a Kanoya search plane
that at 1110 in Latitude 22-O05'N, Longitude 1270-351'E tere were two
carriers, two battleships, and ten other ships proceeding west.** This
contact was in the same area as the 0915 contact. Since (a) this plane
reported no other contacts and (b) the Japanese reported only four groups
on this day and (c) if this 1110 contact is considered as another contact
it would be the fifth group reported this date; it therefore seems proba-
ble that the Japanese considered the 0915 and 1110 contacts as the swae
group even though the reported composition was not the same.

CinC Combined Fleet now decided that the situation was becoming some-
what clearer, and that it was unwise for him to remain in Takao, since very
important decisions were about to be made in Tokyo and Hiyoshi. He did not
believe the Combined Fleet decisions should be entrusted to his Chief of
Staff at his headquarters in Hiyoshi;*** he correctly wished to ,ake them
himself. He also wished to be in position to direct adequately the opera-
tions of the Combined Fleet should SHO One be activated by Imperial (kineral
Headquarters. This he was clearly unable to do on Formosa. He therefore,
sometime between 120O and 1230, accompanied by his small staff, departed
Takao for Shinchiku, which was his first stop en route to Hiyoshi.**N* At
the same time Vice Admiral Onishi departed Takao for Manila, where he was
to relieve the present Commander FIFTH Base Air Force.*h* He appears to
have arrived in Manila late that afternoon.

At 1201 the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet outlined by dispatch his views
regarding the coordinated operations of the FIRST Striking Force and the
Main Force in the forthcoming operations. He stated:k* -$**

"(1) Assuming that the enery will make a landing in the Samar - Leyte

* War Diary ABUKUMA October 17th, 1944, W•C Document l6163T, NA 11973.
Detailed Action Report No. 2, Northern Attack Force (SECOND Base
Air Force), October 10th - November 15th, 1944, WDC Document 161645,
NA 12262.
Admiral Soemu Toyoda, ex-IjN, "nThe End of the imperial Navy," Tokyo,
April 1950, pages 149-154.

**** Memorandum Notes of Captain Bunzo Shibata, IJN, Staff Officer,
SIXTH Base Air Force, October 10th - 23rd, 1944, Department of the
Army Historical Division Microfilm HS-22, Item B.

*~"** Vice Admiral Kimpei Teraoka, IJN.
*** CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 171201 October 194,. to Commanders

Mobile Force, FIRST Striking Force, etc., Detailed Action Report
HYUGA, SHO Operations, October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document

161oo6, NA 12604.
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area, it is estimated, at the present moment, that the FIRST Striking Force
will be able to carry out its penetration just b "ore dawn on October 22nd,
and that the Main Force, acting in support, will sortie on the morning of
the 19th, advancing to the waters east of Luzon Strait by, the evening of
October 21st. It is desired that the Main Force press sortie preparations
on the basis of the above.

"(2) From the time that a sortie is ordered for the Main Force Less
JUNYO, RYUHO, DESRON 11 and CARDIV 1 (except air units7 and CORTRON 31
(repeat order to be issued), the operations of all forces are scheduled to
be placed under direct command of CormAnder in Chief Combined Fleet.

"(3) Repeat order will be issued incorporating CORTRON 31 (less an ele-
ment) in the Main Force,"

This was an important estimate since it was the first time that anyone
in authority had indicated where or when the Allied landing was likely to
be effected. The Chief of Staff quite properly was endeavoring by these
instructions so to prepare the Combined Fleet that, should SHO One be act-
ivated, the coordination to be effected by all his forces at the Allied
beachheads would approximate the basic SHO One timetable as closely as pos-
sible.

Thure is no documentary evidence available to this study which indicates
that it had been previously planned that, should a landing be made in the
Leyte-Samar area, the FIRST Striking Force penetration was to be effected
by passage through San Bernardino Strait. Nevertheless, on the basis of
the calculations of the time required for the two shortest feasible routes,
and on certain other factors mentioned below, such a plan appears to have
existed. The distance from Lingga-Singapore to Leyte Gulf via Balabac
Strait and the Mindanao Sea is about 1500 miles, which, at sixteen knots,
is only ninety-four hours steaming, whereas the distance via Balabac Strait
and San Bernardint, Strait is about 1750 miles, which, at sixteen knots, is
about 109 hours steaming.

Since the Chief of Staff's Plan called for penetration by the FIRST
Striking Force just before dawn on October 22nd, and since departure of the
FIRST Striking Force from Lingga could be e=xe cted to occur at about 1600
October 17th (Commander FIRST Striking Force had reported on the previous
day'that except for the AOBA his command would be ready for sea by about
noon on October 17th), the addition of 109 hours--or about four days and
thiL-teen hours--wou.ld exactly meet the specifications of the Chief of Staff's
plan by positioning the FIRST Striking Force off the eastern entrance to

Leyte Gulf at 0500 October 22nd. Therefore, this points to tho San Bernar-
dino Strait passage as tho planned route.

•, • ~Commander FIiLST Striking Force Dipth'"1800 October 1944 to CiuC

Combined Fleet, Action Report FIST Striking Force, SH0 Operation,
WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.
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It is not known specifically what departure t.Lme was anticipated by the
Chief o2 Staff and, therefore, this calculation is by no means conclusive
in itself. However, it has more character when it is considered that Com-
mander FIRST Striking Force was more concerned with being within air search
range of Allied land based aircraft than he was with traversing a known sub-
marine tbreat. As will be shown later, he objected to a route through the
Mindanao Sea because it was under surveillance by such aircraft.* Is it not
logical to assume ther, that the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet likewise ob-
jected to the Mindanao Sea route?

THIS WAS ALSO A TI2IT ESTIMATE, FOR IN CALCULATING THAT THE FIRST STRIK-
ING FORCE WOULD BE ABLE TO CARRY OUT ITS PENETRATION JUST BEFORE DAWN ON
f1LE 22nd, THE CHIEF OF STAFF APPEARS TO HAVE FELT THAT THAT FORCE WOULD PRO-
CEED ON A DIRECT ROUTE BY-PASSING BRUNEI AND, BASED ON EXPECTED FUEL CON-.
SUF•PTIONS, WOULD NOT REQUIRE REFUELING EXCEPT PERHAPS THE DESTROYERS FROM
THE HEAVY SHIPS. IT MAY HAVJE BEEN FOR THIS REASON THAT HE HAD NOT AS YET
ORDZED OILERS FROM LINGGA - SINGAPORE TO BRUNEI TO FUEL THE FIRST STRIKING
FORCE, ALTHOUGH THAT FORCE HAD ALREADY BEEN ORDERED THERE. (IT IS, OF
COURSE, ACCEPTED HERE AS A FACT THAT THE CHIMF OF STAFF COMBINED FLEET KNEW

THAT, EXCEPTING FOR THE NICHIEI I4ARU, WHICH WAS AT SANA, HAINAN ISLAND, NONE
OF THE JAPANESE OILERS OF FIE LINGGA - SINGAPORE GROUPS WERE CAPABLE OF RE-
F"JELING AT SEA. )** DOES IT NOT SEEM SUIPRISING THAT THE CHIEF OF STAFF WOULD
HAVE E.ECTED CONYANDER FIRST STRIKING FORCE TO PROCEED IN A DIRECT MANNER,
SINCE SUCH ACTION WOULD MOST LIKELY ENCOUNTER ALLIED SUBMARINE3S WHICH COULD

E EXECTED TO BE LOCATED IN INTERCEPTING POSITIONS ALONG SUCH A ROUTE FROM
LINGGA - SINGAPORE TO THE OBJECTIVE AREA? THIS WAS NOT A NEW THOUGHT, FOR,
IN THEIR ESTIMATES PRECEDING rIHE ALLIED INVA8ION OF PALAU - HALMAHEMA IN
SEPTEMBER, THE JAPAIESE HAD STATED THEIR BlXIEF THAT 'THE ALLIES WOULD IN-
CREASE SUBMAURINE ACTIVITIES IN ORDE'R rO PREVENT THE JAPANESE FROM DEPLOY-
ING THEIR COMBAT STRENGTH TO Tit'E PHIL1PPIN'S.*** ACTUAILY, THE ALLIES HAD
STATIONED THE HAYERHEAD IN THE SOUBHWST APPROACCES TO BRUNEI, THE LACE
IN THE WESTERN APPROACHES TO BALABAC STRAIT AND THE DARTER IN TUE WESTERN
APPROACHES TO PALAWAN PASSAGE.*--k"

At about this same time the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet received Cow-
mander FIRST Striking Forcets 171125 dispatch wherein that comnandei direct-
ed the oilers YUHO MtRU and HkYKO 4ARU, with escorts, to advance to Brunei

* Detailed Action Report FIRST Striking Force, SHO Operations, October

16th-28th, 1944, WDC Document l61l64, NA 11839.
• Action Report Comnander FIRST Striking Force, SHO Operations, Oct-

ober l6th-28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.
•* Situation Estimate at the Start of the Allied Invasion of Palau and

Halmahera, September 17th, 1944, Combined Fleet Headquarters, Depart-
menrt of the Arry, Historical Division, Microfilm HS-26, Item B.

SCTF 77 Dispatch 1014.26 October 1944 to COMSEVENTHFLT and COMS(YALSPAC.
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as soon as they had taken on full loads of fuel.* Since these oilers were
under direct conimand of CinC Combined Fleet, does it not seem that this
action by Conmaander FIRST Striking Force indicated an urgency? Whethar or
not this dispatch alerted the Chief of Staff to the fact that Commander
FIRST Striking Force expected to fuel his command from oilers at Bruneri is
not known, but it should have caused him to re-examine his proposed plans.
He probably wondered why Commander FIi.ST Striking Force had designated a
fourteen-knot oiler (HAKKO MARU) and a ten-knot oiler (YUHO MARU) rather
than two fourteen-knot oilars.

At about 1245 the Chief of Staff received Commander FIRST Striking
Force's dispatch wherein that commander advised that the FIRST Striking
Force would sortie from Lingga at 0100 the following morning and would, at
sixteen knots and on indirect courses through the South China Sea (which
courses were given in this dispatch), arrive at Brunei on October 20th.*4

The receipt of the above two dispatches must have given cause for con-
cera at Hiyoshi. It was clear now that the plan which estimated that the
FIRST Striking Force would be able to arrive at Leyte before dawn on the
22nd was infeasible and that X-day for the penietration would therefore be
considerably delayed; but how long depended upon Commander FIRST Striking

Force. Since the entire SHO Plan was keyed to the time of arrival of the
FIRST Striking Force in the objective area, the Chief of Staff awaited fur-
ther advices from that commaihd.

It will be observed that in the Chief of Staff's 171201 dispatch he ad-
vised the Combined Fleet of an impending change in the command structure,
wherein the FIRST and SECOND Striking Forces, which had heretofore been

under the command of Commander Mobile Force, would be under the direct com-
mand of CinC Combined Fleet. Thiswis in accordance with a previous recom-
mendation of Commander Mobile Force-,ý-.

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 171125 October 19414 to HAKKO MARU (FIRST

Striking Force DesOpOrd 55), War Diary DESRON 10 October 1944, WDC
Document 161638, NA 11739.

;• Commander FIRST Striking Force Dispatch 171215 October 1944 to CinC
Combined Fleet, Commanqer Mobile Force, War Diary ZUIKAKU, October
lst-25th, 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973; also Action Report
CRUDIV 16, SHO Operations, October 17th-27th, 1944 WDC Document
161005, NA 11744.
Commander Mobile Force Memorandum Concerning Tactical Orgazniztion
of Mobile Force, SepteFmber 10th, 1944, Department of Army Historical
Division Iticrofilm HS-26, Item A,
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At 1329 the CinC Combined Fleet arrived at Shinchiku* and most likely
received there all of the above dispatches which were being transmitted
while he was en route and which, therefore had not been received. He also
received a report from Tainan that that base had been attacked successfully,
commencing at about 1230, by over ten B-29's (actually the strike had been
made by twenty-four China-based B-29's), and that the bonbing power of the
B-29's was tremendous.i-* Since strikes by China-based U.S. Air Forces
against Formosa and Luzon had been forecast on the previous day, it seems
likely that this air strike had been anticipated., 9*

CINC COMBINED FLEET NOW, PROBABLY (A) BECAUSE (F THESE DISPATCHES,
(B) BECAUSE OF HIS REALIZATION THAT VITAL DECISIONS CONCERNING THE FUTURE
OPERATIONS OF HIS COMMAND WITH RELATION TO SHO ONE WERE EING FORMULATED BY
HIS CHIEF CF STAFF AT HIYOSHI AND LIKELY WOULD BE FIRMED IN A MATTER OF
HOURS, AND (C) FEELING THAT (1) HE SHOULD FA•aLIARIZE HIMSELF WITH THE EE-
VELOPING SITUATION SO THAT HE MIGHT BE ENABLED TO MAKE ANY DECISIONS WHICH
SEEMD NECESSARY, AND (2) HE COULD ACCOMPLISH LITTLE WHILE EN ROUTE TO
HIYOSHI, DCIDED TO RLAIN AT SHINCHIKU UNTIL THE DECISIONS NOW UNDER CON-
SIDERATION HAD BEEN MADE. IF SUCH WERE THE REASONS FOR HIS DELAY AT SHIN-
CHIKU, THEY WERE CERTAINLY SOUND, FOR HE WAS THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND
RESPONSIBLE FMR THE SUCCESSFUL OPERATIONS OF THE COMBINED FLEET.

At 1338 the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet advised interested commands
that, in the event of activation of SHO One, transfers in addition to those
escort vessels already transferred to the FInST Striking Force for duty as
oiler escorts were contemplated as follows: (a) four escort vessels or des-
troyers from the FIRST Escort Force to the Main Force for employment as
oiler escorts; and (b) most of the available Anti-Submarine Patrol Force in
the Inland Sea to the Main Force. He also advised that the KAIYO and SHINYC,
both escort carriers, the former operating with CinC Combined Fleet, the
latter with the FIRST Zscort Force, would for the time being, not be included
in either the Main Force or the FIRST Striking Force-** (the FIRST Escort
Force was not attached to the Combined Fleet).

* CinO Combiined Fleet O)ispatch 171329 October 1944 to All Commands,

War Diary 61st Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC Document 161643,
NA 12260.

•* Memorandum Notes of Captain Bunzo Slibata, IJN, Staff Officer SIXTH
Base Air Force, October lOth-23rd, 1944, Department of Arn7r Histori-
cal Division Microfilm HS-22, Item Be

*- Chief of Special Affairs Bureau, Imperial General Headquarters
Dispatch 161005 October 1944 to CinC Combined Fleet, Commander
SECOND Striking Force, War Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, IDTC Document
131638, NA 11739.

* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 171338 October 1944 to Comrmander Mobile
Force, Commander FIRST Escort Force, etc., Detailed Action Report
FIRST Striking Force, SHO Operations, October 16th-28th. 1944, WDC
Document 161641, NA 11839.
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THIS DECISION NOT "0 TRANSFER THE KAIYO OR SHINYO TO THE MAIN FORCE IS
CONSIERED SOUND, SINCE THE SHJ PLAN CONTEMPLATED DIVERSION ONLY FOR THE
MAIN FORCE, AND TKE ADDITION OF ONE OR BOTH OF THESE ESCORT CARRIERS WOULD
HAVE CONTRIBUTED LITTLE TO SUCH DIVERSIONARY EFFORT. CERTAINLY THE FLIGHT
DECKS WERE NOT REQUIRED, SINCE THERE WERE AMPLE ACCOMODATIONS AVAILABLE
WITHIN CARDIV THREE. IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THESE TWO ESCORT CARRIERS, IN
SO FAR AS THE NAIN FORCE WAS CONCERNED, COULD BE BETI'ER EMPLOYED BY CON-
TINUING THEM IN THEIR ESCORT DUTIES. HOWEVER, THE DECISION IS NOT CONSID-
ERED NECESSA21LY SOUND AS REGARDS THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE, SINCE THE SHINYO,
WHICH WAS IN THE VICINITY OF HAINAN ISLAND, COULD HAVE ARRIVED, AT THE LAT-
EST, IN TIME TO JOIN THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE PRIOR TO ITS SORTIE FROM
BRUNEI. (THE KAIYO WAS IN THE EMPIRE AT THIS TIME).* IN THIS CONNECTION
IT WILL BE RECOLLECTED THAT COMMANDER MOBILE FORCE, AS A RESULT OF WAR GAMES
CONDUCTED IN EARLY SEPTEMBER, HAD STATfED THAT IT WAS NECESSARY TO PROVIDE
THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE WITH DIRECTLY COOPERATING AIR STRENGTH; THAT THE
PRESENT BASE AIR FORCES COULD NOT BE COUNTED ON TO PROVIDE ANY SUBSTANTIAL-
LY EFFECTIVE DIRECT COOPERArION; AND THAT THERE& WAS GREAT PROBABILITY THAT
THE FIRST STRIEING FORCE WOULD FIND ITSELF CARRYING OUT I115 CWN OPERATIONS
AL014E AND UNSUPPORTED. HE THEREFORE ADVOCATED ALLOTING A CARRIER DIVISION
TO THE DIRECT SUPPORT OF THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE, SINCE THE ACCOMPLISHMENT
OF THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVE WAS ASSIGDED TO THAT FORCE.-•*

WHILE THE CARRIER DIVISION THAT HE VISUALIZED WAS A FIRST-LINE CARRIER
DIVISION (CARDIV THREE), DOES IT NOT SEEM CORRECT 'TO SAY THAT THE ADDITION
OF TlE SHINYO WITH POSSIBLY 1MENTY-FOUR PLANES,*• * AND WITH PILOTS TRAINED
IN ANTISUBMARINE OPERATIONS, COULD HAVE BEEN A SOURCE OF GREAT STRENGTH TO
COMMANDER FIRST STRIKING FORCE IN PASSING THROUGH WATERS 1,HICH HE EXPECTED
TO BE INFESTED WITHl SUBMARINES?

Again at 1406 the Chief d' Staff Combined Fleet issued orders to
the Combined Fleet in implementation of the ShO One Alert. In this dis-
patch he directed Commander SIXTH Base Air Force to concentrate in the For-
mosa area his principal remaining strength (including among other units des-
ignated, the attached aircraft of CARDIVs THREE and FOUR), to regroup his
forces, and then to move to the Philippinas as the situation permitted, at

* War Diary 931st Air Group, October 1944, WDC Document 160151, NA
12319.
Commander Mobile Force Memorandum Concerning Tactical Organization
of Mobile Force, September 10th, 1944, Department of the Army His-
torical Division Japanese Microfilm HS-26, Item A.

* The KAIYO was equipped with possibly 24 planes and made 23.8 knots.
(It SqimpA th +hp ý;I-T.VW which was considerably larger was at
least similarly equipped and of similar speed). "Japanese Naval
Vessels at the End of the War", co:r-,iled by Shizuo Fukui, Adirnnistra-
tive Division, Second Demobilization Bureau, April 25th, 1947.
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the same time continuing combat operations. He further directed that
CARDIV THREE air units (653rd Air Group) still remaining in the homeland
be restored to CARDIV.* This may have been encouraging to the CinC Com-
bined Fleet, because it indicated tfhat his Main Force would not be en-
tirely devoid of air strength.

The order directing that the units of the 653rd Air Group remaining in
the homeland be restored to CARDIV THREE resulted from a conference by the
senior staff officer of the Mobile Force with Combined Fleet Headquarters,
held during the forenoon, wherein it was decided to organize an air group
incorporating such planes of the 653rd and 634th Air Groups as had not as
yet been transferred from the homeland, together with all planes of the
601st Air Group capable of carrier operations.**

IN MAKING THIS DECISION, COMBINED FLEET HEADQUARTERS HAD HAD TO DECIDE
BETWEEN TWO ALTERNATIVES. THESE WERE WHETHER THE CHANCES OF SUCCESS FOR
SHO ONE, SHOULD IT BE ACTIVATED, WOULD BE IMPROVED BY RETURNING THE REMAIN-
DER OF THE ABOVE-MEMTIONED AIR GROUPS TO THE MAIN FORCE, OR WHETHER THEY
WOULD BE BETTER SERVED BY RETAINING THE AIR GROUPS WITHIN THE SIXTH BASE
AIR FORCE. WHILE THE CHIEF OF STAFF COMBINED FLEET'S PLASONING BY WHICH HE
DECIDED THAT IT WOULD BE PREFERABLE TO RETJRN THE PLANES TO TiE MAIN FORCE
IS NOT AVAILABLE, IT SEEMS CORRECT TO SAY THAT HE DID THIS ON THE BASIS THAT
THE LAND-BASED AIR FORCES HAD NOT BEEN EFFECTIVE AND COULD NOT BE EXPECTED
TO IMPROVE, WHEREAS THE DIVERSIONARY EFFORT OF THE MAIN FORCE MIGHT WELL
BE SUCCESSFUL IF IT HAD SUFFICIENT AIRCRAFT TO MAKE IT APPEAR A POWERFUL
THREAT.

At about 1420 the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet received a dispatch from
Commander Main Force, evidently based on the forenoon conference, since its
time group preceded the Chief of Staff's dispatch by some sixteen minutes,
wherein that commander designated the units to sortie and directed them to
complete preparations to sortie immediately. He ordered the remaining air
strength of the 653rd Air Group and that portion of the 601st Air Croup cap-
able of carrier operations to embark on the carriers of CARDIV THREE. In
this dispatch he specifically exempted the 634th Air Group.:-! l

$* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 171406 October 1944 to Conmander SIXTH'
Base Air Force (Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 355), War Diary 252nd Attack
Unit (701st Air Group), October 13th-31st, 1944, WDC Document. ].60258
NA 12593.

** Detailed Action Report Commander Main Force, SHO Operations, October
20th-29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

•* Commander Main Foice Dispatch 171350 October 1944 to Main Force, Com-
bined Fleet, etc., (Main Force DesOpOrd 7), Detailed Action Report
OYODO, SHO One Operations October 20th-28th, 1944, WUC Document
161007.
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At 1427 the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet transferred the ISUZU, NAI,
AKIKAZE, KIRI, KUWA, and the 931st Air Group from the Anti-Submarine Patrol
Force to the Main Force. He also in the same dispatch directed the Main
Force (less JUNYO, RYIHO and CARDIV ONE) to be ready for sortie by 0600
October 19th.*

At first glance this order to the Main Force to be ready to sortie at
0600 October 19th appears confusing, since it seems to show that the CinC
Combined Fleet either (a) had not received Comnander FIRST Striking Force's
171125 or 171215, or (b) had Cecided to ad.Lere to his own plan as prescribed
in his 1712l1.

It is not believed that either of these possibilities is correct, since
in the case of (a) above, over three hours had elapsed since the messages
were dispatched; in the case of (b) above, sufficient data was not in the
hands of the Chief of Staff to permit him to make firm conmmitments at this
time. Does it not seem more likely that the Chief of Staff, while await-
ing direct word from the Commander FIRST Striking Force, cuisidered it well
to obtain the maximum readiness within the command?

Some time during the afternoon, Combined Fleet Headquarters at Hiyoshi
received word from Commander Main Force that because of the loading of air-
craft, the Main Force would be unable to sortie on the morning of October
19th as directed by the Chief of Staff in his 171201, but would be delayed
until the afternoon of the following day (October 2Oth.ý In.hether or not
the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet was aware of this fact before he learned
that the FIRST Striking Force would be delayed, is not known. However, it
seems unlikely since the number of planes available, the number of quali-
fied pilots, and other logistic matters had to bN determined by Commander
Main Force before he could esbablish his earliest departure time.

At 1621 the Chief of Staff restored DESDIV TWO (presumably meaning the
AKISHIMO ani HAYASHIMO, which were on an independent mission) to the FIRST
Striking Force,*- the third destroyer of the division (the KIYOSHIMO)
having remained with the parent force.

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 171427 October 1944 to Commander Mobile

Force, Detailed A-tion Report KUWA, B'attle off the Philippines, Oct-
ober 2Oth-26th, 1944, WDC Docunent 161717, NA llOl.
!-Detailed Action Report Commander Main Focce, SHO One Operations, Oct-

ober 2Oth-29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 1174/4.
÷ CinC Combined Fleet 171621 October 1944 to Conmmander SW Area Force

Commander FIRST Striking Force (Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 467), Action

Report Commander FIRST Striking Force, SHO Operation3, October 16th-

28th, 1 94 4 , WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.
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At about 1655 CinC Combined Fleet received Commander Main Forca's dis-
patch wherein that commander (a) increased the Main Force sortie strength
by the addition f the TAMA and the SUGI, and (b) directed that that por-
tion of the 634th Air Group remaining at Oita and Kagoshima Air Bases capa-
ble of operating from cdrriers would also be embarked in CARDIV THREE.*

At about 1726 he received a dispatch from Commander Mobile Force (who
was also Commander Main Force), advising his command that on the following
morning at 0930 he would shift his flag from the Oita Air Base (headquarters,
653rd Air Group) to the ZUIKAKU.*-

At about 1755 CinC Combined Fleet received a dispatch from the CUief of
Naval General Staff transferring the escort carrier KAIYO (including escort
planes) to CinC Combined Fleet for urgent transpcrtation of air material
from the homeland to the Formosa area.,-**

At 2041 the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet cancelled DesOpOrd 466 and
directed the KASHI)4A and DESDIV FORTY-THREE to operat'ý as scheduled.*k-*
It will be observed that DESDIV THIRTY had been replaced by DESDIV FORTY-
THREE (presumably those elements of DESDIV FORTY-THREL2 remaining in the
Anti-Submarine Patrol Force).

At about 2133 he received a dispatch from Conrmander FIRST Striking Force
as follows:*•-*m

"FIRST Striking Force will reach Brunei 1000 October 20th. Supply force
(two ships) will reach Brunei early morning October 21st, and fueling (1800
tons)**k*l*will be carried out immediately. Fueling will be completed morn-
ing October 22nd. If force takes shortest central route and proceeds at

* Commandev Main Force Dispatch 171625 October 1944 to Main Force,
CinC Combined Fleet, etc.,(Main Force DesOpOrd 10), Detailed Action
Report OYODO, SHO Operations, October 20th-28th, 1944, WDC Document
161007.
Commander Main Force Dispatch 171650 October 1944 to All Flags Mobile
Force and CinC Combined Fleet, War Diary ZUIKAKU, October 1944, WDC
Document 161636, NA 11793.
Chief of Naval General Staff Dispatch 171725 October 1944 to CinO
Combined Fleet, Commander Surface Escort Force (Imperial General
Headquarters Navy Section Directive 475), General Headquarters FEC
Military Intelligence Section, ATIS Docwumnt 62239, September 13th,
1950.

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 172041 October 1944, War Diary DESRON 10
October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

* Commander FIRST Striking Force Dispatch 172103 October 1944 to CinC
Combined Fleet, Detailed Action Report FIRST Striking Force, SHO
Operations, October 16th-28th, 1944, WJDC Document 161641, NA 11839.

l*** IbThis was probably 15,8OO tons, since that much fuel was delivered
to the ships of the FIRST Striking Force.
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actual speed of sixteen knots, it will reach waters east of Philippines
(vicinity of eastern entrance of strait) night October 24th. (Destroyers
will then have 60% of fuel remaining). If it proceeds at actual speed of
twenty knots, it will reach the same point by morning October P4th, but
destroyers will have only 5Q% of fuel remaining, neceseitating an additional
refueling subsequent to sortie from Brunei. At present, however, there is
no leeway for arranging to send ahead the necessary tankers."

This was the dispatch for which the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet had
been waiting. Since Commander FIRST Striking Force considered 3t necessar*
to fuel at Brunei, which fueling would not be completed until ubout twenty-
four hours after Lhe airival of the oilers at Erunei on October 21st, it
clearly and definitely limited the choice of X-day to October 24th at the
earliest, even though the Allies should land before that date. This mu=0
have been discouraging not only to the Chief of Staff, but to CinC Combined
Fleet as well, because it meant that that portion of the SHO Plan which
called for "The FIAST Striking force to reach the landing point at the time
the enemy invasion farce was making its landings" might not be possible of
attainment.

CinC Combined Fleet, apparently satisfied that his Chief of Staff was
endeavoring to carry out the Combined Fleet basic 6HO plans as close as pos-
sible, took no action, but awaited developments. However, it is likely that
he iuretted exceedingly that neither he nor his Chief of Staff had had the
vision to spot the oilers ahead of time at Brunei, which was along the antici-
pated route of advance for the FI.%2T Striking Force in the event of landings
in the Philippines.

Sometime during the day, (a) the exact time being indeterminate, the Chief
of Staff Combined Fleet removed the T-Force from the SIXTH Base Air Force
and placed it under the direct conmiand of CinC Combined Fleet.*

SINCE IT WAS FREQUENTLY THE PILMCTICE CF THE JAPA!'n.SE SO TO TRANSFER TO
THE DLiGJCT C0I-f'lAD OF CINC COYV3INED FLEET ANY SHIP OR UNIT LOST CR DESTROYED,,
THIS TRANSFER OF AIRCRAFT TO HIS COMkND EITHER INDICATEIES THT=I TEMPORANRY
DESTRUCTION AS A FIGHTING UNIT QR ULFE WAS A JAPA.T3E 'JEZSION, IN A LIMITED
W'AY, OF '1E U.S. STMETEGIC AIR CORAND.

The )atter, in view of the attack orders previously issued for the follow-
ing day, seems to have been thj more likely. This is of considerable inter-
est, since it is the first occasion in this study where Japanese air units
had been operated directly by CinC Combined Fleet from his K[iyoshi headquarter;

* Memorandum Notes of Captain Bunzo Shibata, IJN, Chief Staff Officer,

SIXTH Base Air Force, October 10th-23rd, 1944, Department oL Arvy His-
torical Division Microfilm HS-22, Item B.
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(b) CinC Combined Fleet, as well as his Chief of Staff, received a report that
four cruisers, three destroyers, thirteen transpcrts, and 110 aircraft had
arrived at Morotai,* and (c) the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet advised the
Combined Fleet that six eneuy submarines were concentrated on the previ.us
day in the Nansei Shoto Area. This was correct, in that there were exactly
six Allied submarines - BARIEL, SKATE, SAURY, BURRFISH, STERLET and SEA DOG
in that area. Since these submarines were not concentrated and since tneir
stations had probably been largely determined by radio direction finder
fixes, as there had been no sinkings, it is believed that the word "concen-
trated" is here meant to mean within the Nansei Shoto area and not as a
single group.

At about ?P00 he likely received a dispatch from the Commander Takao
Communicationz Unit reporting (a) having made repeated radio Jirection finder
(RDF) contacts on an enciy task groap of six ships in approximate position
Latitude 200 -OO'N, Longitude 125 -001E, (b) that the Allied task group had
sent out seven urgent dispatches and (c) that the position of this group
indicated no change from the previous day.** The dispatches referred to may

have been sent by CTG 30.3 in accordance with his directive from COMTHIRDFLT
to broadcast urgent duwnm messages on the 15th, 16th and 17th in order to
assist in luring enemy forces toward TG 30.3.*ý

(1) Operations of Commander Mobile Force, 0719 - 2400 October 17th..

Commander Mobile Force remained ashore at Oita Air Base and awaited
developments. He was familiar with the fact that, despite Imperial General
Headquarters' victory pronouncement of the preceding day, the Allies had at
least thirteen carriers in at 1 ast four task groups operating to the south-
eastward of Formosa. This showed conclusively that the Japanese land-based
air forces had failed. He had beea advised as sarly as October 12th that
his Main Force would not be required as a carrier task force in this opera-
tion; it was to be accomplished entirely by lanrd-based air forces. e As
a consequence, his best pilots had been transferred to the SIXTH Base Air
Force for operations against the Allied carrier forces. Now, since (a) the
land-based air forces had failed, and (b) the Main Force was almost com-
pletely lacking in carrier air power, the prospect of an Allied invasion,
with the ensuing activation of SHO One, gave him cause for great concern.

* Material for Situation Estimates, FIRST Section, Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Nicrofilm).

SDetailed Action Report No. 2, Northern Attack Force, (SECOND Base
Air Force) October 1Oth-November 15th, 1944, WDC Document 161645,
NA 12262.

* COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 150256 October 1944 to CTG 30.3.
•, Letter from Captain Toshikazu Ohmae, ex-IJN, Senior Staff Officer,

Mobile Force, to Mr. Clarke Kawakami, Translator for World W4ar II
Battle Evaluatiun Group, Naval War College, undated but received
Washington, D.C. April 13th, 1953.
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He was not concerned particularly with the FIRST Striking Force nor
with the SECOND Striking Force, since these commands had been receiving
manj- orders directly from the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet; but, in view
ef the tact that they were technically still under his command, it can be
ac-epteu that he followed their activities closely.

WHY THE CHIEF OF STAFF COMBINED FLEET ISSUED ORDERS DIR!ECTLY TO
THESE COMMANDS AND TE{REDY FAILED TO FOLLOW THE CHAIN OF COMMAND IS NOT
KNOWN. PERHAPS HE FELT THAT SINCE HE RECEIVED A RECOMMENDATION FROM COWIAN-
DER MOBILE FORCE, URGING THAT, SHOULD SHO ONE BE ACTIVATED, THE FIRST STRIK-
ING FORCE AND THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE DE PLACED DIRECTLY UNi. THE CINC
COMBINED FLEET,* AND SINCE HE PLANNED TO MAKE THIS RECOMNDATION EFFEC-
TIVE, IT WOULD BE WISE TO ASSUME THE DIRECTION OF THESE FCRCES PRIOR TO
THE ACTIVATION OF SHO ONE.

IT IS OF INTEREST THAT THIS FAILURE TO FOLLOW THE CHAIN OF COMMAND
WAS SIMILAR TO THE BY-PASSING OF CTF 38 BY COMMANDER THIRD FLEET, DISCUSSED
PREVIOUSLY UNDER "OPERATIONS OF COMM4NDER THIRD FLEET, 0719-2400 OCTOBER
17TH," AND THE COMMENTS THEREON REGARDING THE GENERAL INADVISABILITY OF BY-
PASSING SUBORDINATES APPLY EQUALLY TO THE JAPANESE COMMAND SITUATION HERE.

At about 0749, Commander Mobile Force received a dispa tch sent from
the Naval Lookout Post on Suluan Island, reporting "One enemy battleship
and six destroyers sighted on bearing 0650. Are penetrating strait, 0650.'0*

This was disturbing news since it likely forecast an invasion in the
Leyte - Samar Area, or at least somewhere in the Philippines, with the en-
suing activation of SHO One. His role, in such a case, whdle it had as yet
not been fully defined, was obvious: he would be called upon to divert the
enemy to the north. He had arrived at this conclusion as early as Septem-
ber 10th, when he had reported that, in view of the situation of the Main
Force with respect to air strength, he considered that it would operate with
substantial effectiveness only with respect to its diversionary mission.*
By October 12th his air strength had so improved that he might have been
able to carry out that portion of his basic mission which called for attacking
the enemy carrier forces as well as diverting them. However, on October 12th,
as has been previously noted, his principal air groups had been transferred

* Commander Mobile Force Memorandum Concerning Tactical Organization

of Mobile Force, September 10th, 1944, Department of Aray Historical
Division, Microfilm HS-26, Item A.
C Gommander Naval Lookout Post Suluan Island Dispatch 170719 October
1944, presumably to all commands, War Diary ZUIKAKU, October 1944,
WDC Document 161636, NA 11793.
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almost in toto to the SIXTH Base Air Force and he was now in worse condition
as regards air strength than he had been on September 10th.

Therefore, mindful of the fact that all planes and pilots of the
634th and 653rd Air Groups had not as yet been transferred to Formosa, or
even to the SIXTh Base Air Force, and realizing that time was now of utmost
importance, he imnediately disp:atched his senior staff officer to Kure* to
confer with Combined Fleet Headquarters at Hiyoshi via telephone on the role
of the Main Force in the 3110 operations.* (Telephone communication between
Oita and Hiyoshi had been interrupted.)'1" As a result of this conference,
it was decided that an air group would be organized incorporating those planes
of the 634th and 653rd Air Groups which had not as yet been transferred from
the homeland, together with all planes and pilotu of the 601st Air Group
which were capable of carrier operations.* How many planes and pilots would
be available he did not know as yet, and therefore he could not estimate
with exactness when his command would be ready to sortie.

SIN TEEI,ýE ACTIONS, COM•\jNL•R YODITZ FORqCE DEMONSTR'kAqD COMPLETE-r LOY-

ALTY TO THE OVERALL FLANO KNOWING TrHAT THE- EFFECT DESIRED OF TH1E MAIN FORCE
IN THE EXECUTION OF THE SHO PLAN WA3 DiEMOVAL OF THE ALLIED CMPLETER TASK
FORCES FROM TM, OBJECTIVE AREA BY THE SMPLOYrfINT OF DIVERSION, ANID KNOWING
STHAT A DIVERSION WOULD NOT 1321 PROFITABLE UNLESS IT CONSTI'fJTED A THREAT OF
SUCH IMPORTANCE AS TO CAUSE TIHE ENEW TO REAFPORTION HIS FIGCHTINGT STRENGTH
TO !SET IT, HE MADE EVERY EFFORT SO T,% INCPJEA-.E HIS FIGHTING STRENGTH AS TO
INSURE THAT THE MtýIN FORCE CONSTIT'UiTED SUCH A THREAT. HE THUS hAD MOVED
VICOROUSLY TO ENSURE THAT HIS FOFILCR WOULD BE IN ,THE BEST POSSIELE POSITION--

__ IN SPITE OF THE- MANY HANDICAPS IlPOSED B-Y ThiE SHORTA3LIS OF TRAINED PILOTS
AND PLANES AVAILABLE--TO CAR/UY OUT HIS ASSIGNED MISSION. WITHIN WIESE T;P?.MS,.
HIS DECISIONS CANNOT DE Rii,}MUED AS OTHER THAN SOUND.

Since Commander Mobile Force was also Commander Main Force, and since
he apparently took no further action on this day in his capacity as Commander
Mobile Force excepting at 1650 to advise the various comirands that at 0930
on the following morning (October l~th) he would hoist his flag in the
ZUIKAKU,*;k his further actions will be discussed under Commander 'Main Force.

* Detailed Action Report, Eain Force, SHO One Operation, October 2Oth-
29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 1174.

•* Letter received Washington, D.C. April 13th, 1953, from Captain
Toshikazu Ohmae, ex-IJN, former Senior Staff Officer Mobile Force, to
Mr. Clarke Kawakami, translator for World War II Battle Evaluation
Group, Naval War iOollege, Newport, R. I.

-H* Coarnder Mobile Force Dispatch 171650 October 1944 to All Flags
Mobile Force and CinC Combined Fleet, War Diiry ZUIKAKU, October 1944,
WDC Document 161636, .hA 11793.
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(a) Operations of Commander FIRST Striking Force, 0719-2400 October
17th.

Co•mnander FIRST Striking Force remained in his flagship, the
hea:vy cruiser ATAGO, at Lingga. He was ready for sortie in accordance with
CinC Combined Fleet's directive of the previous day,* except for (1) the
NOSHIRO at Singapore, which would be ready at noon, (2) the AOBA at Singapore,
which would be ready by evening, and (3) about ten seaplanes, also at Sing-
apore, which would be returned to their parent ships by noon.*'k

At this time, since he (a) knew of the thirteen Allied carriers
which had been observed off southeast Formosa on the previous day,•* (b) had
been advised, also on the previous day, that the Chief of Staff Combined
Fleet "was considering sending the FIRST Striking Force for a decisive battle
(against the Allied carriers east of Formosa) in order to augment enenm
losses,4-"* and (c) had decided that for various reasons there was little
possibility of accomplishing the objective of such a sortie, he probably won-
dered what developments the new day would bring forth. Certainly the enemy
strength indicated continuing operations against the Philippines, but probably

not against Formosa, because there had been no carrier-based air strikes there
since October l4th.

At about 0844 Commander FIRST Striking Force received Corunander
Naval Lookout Post Suluan Island's dispatch *:"': which advised that "Eneaw
has begun landing. 0800.1"

At 0845 he received Commander Philiponine Force's 170755 dispatch,
wherein that commander reported "an enenm force of two battleships, two
cruisers and six other ships, apparently destroyers, are operating in the
vicinity of Suluan Island and are launching landing craft.-',;:-`-,'-

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 161405 October 1944 to Commander Mobile
Force and ComAnder F112T Striking Force, War Diary SUZ1JYA, October
1944, WNDC Document 161636, NA 11793.
Commar ixr FIfl3T Striking Force Dispatch 161800 October 1944 to CinC
Combined Fleet, Action Report FIRST Striking Force, SHO Operations,
October 16th- 28th, 1944, VIUC Document 161641, NA 11839.

- Philippines Area Naval Operations, Part II, Cctober-December 1944,
-SECOND Demobilization Bureau Japanese Government, October 1947,

Department of the Ariy Historical Division File No. 8-5, JS-104.
- Coumiander Naval Lookout Post, Suluan Island, Dispatch 170814 October

1944 presumably to all commands, Detailed Action 14!pL1rt FIF6T Striking
Force, SHlO Operation, October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641,
NA 11839.

• Cormander Philippine Force Dispatch 170755 October 1944 to SW Area
Force, Action Report FIRST Striking Force, SHO Operations, October
16th - 28th, 1944, WD3 Document 161641, NA 11839.
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At 0855 he received CinC Combined Fleet's 170835 SHO One Alert
issued by CinC Combined Fleet's Chief of Staff from Hiyoshi.* He approved
of an alert since it had the effect of cancelling the projected attack
against eneny carriers east of Formosa, for which he had been directed to
prepare to sortie and which he considered infeasible and instead assigned
him the FIRST Striking Force objectives of the SHO One Plan.*:: These weve
the penetration of the landing area and the destruction by decisive battle
of the Allied support forces, such as the SEVENMh Fleet, wl'ich opposed his
entry into the landing area, and then after annihilating these forces, the
destruction of the transports and embarked troops at the landing point
(beachhead).

"At about O918 he likely received CinC Combined Fleetfs directive
to the Advance Expeditionary Force to prepare imediately to sortie in full
strength to the central and southern Phili1-,ines.**:

At 1000 he received orders from CinC Combined Fleet to sot-tie
immediately and advance to Brunei.*i-

The problem now arose as to what should be his earliest departure
time. Should he depart at noon, when, except for the AOBA, his entire coný-
mand would be ready to sortie, or should he delay until some other time, and
if so, why? He decided to delay until 0100 the following morning. There
have been several conjectures as to why at this vital time he delayed his
sortie some thirteen hours. There appear to have been two sound reasons:

(a) In the first place, as will be shown later, he desired to
leave Brunei fully fueled, in order that he might have reasonable freedom of
action in the objective arei. Therefore, as there were no oilers at Brunei,
it became necessary to send them there. Of the several oilers available,
he selected the YUHO MARU and the HAKKO IARU, one capable of fourteen knots
and the other ten knots. As has been mentioned earlier, his reasons for

CinC Combined Fleet's Dispatch 170835 October 1944 to Combined
Fleet (Combined Fleet DesopOrd 351). Action Report FIRST Striking
Force, SHO N-eration, October 16th - 28th, 1944, 1-1rC Document 161641,
NA 11839.
Commander Mobile Force Operation Order No. 76, August 10th, 1944,I
Section II, Concrete Operation Policy, paragraph A-2(A), ATIS
Document No. 39, Part I, April 22nd, 1945 (NACHI Document).

-:-- CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 170848 October 1944 to Commander Advance
Expeditionary Force (Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 352), War Diary ZUIKAKU,
October 19442, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.

• -• CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 170928 October 1944 to Commander FIRST
Striking Force, (Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 353), Action Report FI1ST
Striking Force, SHO Operations, Octob:,r 16th - 28th, 1944, WTDC Docu-
ment 161641, NA 11839.
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selecting the ten-knot oiler over a fourteen-knot oiler which seems to have
been available are not known. That there was some good and sufficient rea-
son must be accepted, for the simplest plotting would have shown fhat the
inclusion of a ten-knot ship would not only delay his later departure from
Brtnei by about one day, and thereby ultimately determine X-Day, but also
such a slow-speed ship would be a much better target for submarines than
would the fourteen-knot ship. His choice of the oilers waF probably the
best he could make at this time.

(b) In the second place, he desired to minimize the submarine
threat to the F!i.Cj Striking Force. Since he likely knew the expected do-
parture time of the oilers from Singapore--they had to complete loading--and
therefore expected arrival time at Brunei (they arrived on October 21st), he
had to arrange his departure, speed and route so as to arrive sufficiently
in advance of the oilers as ýo permit the most expeditious fueling of his
force. Thus he had ample time and, since the primary influence was most
likely the submarine threat, he decided on a night departure and a circuitous
and seldom travelled route in order that he might steam during daylight in
the relatively open and less dangerous submarine waters of the South China
Sea and might arrive at Brunei in the early morning.

At 1107 Commander FltXc1T Striking Force received Cink Combined
Fleat's 170809 dispatch alert for SHO One issued from Takao.*

Having made his decision to fuel his command at Brunei, Commander
FIRST Striking Force proceeded to implen•nt his decision. At 1125 he direct-
ed the oilers YUHO =M/tU and HAKKO IAHJU, escorted by two destroyers of DESRON
TEN and one escort ship (ETOROFU) to load a full cargo of fuel at Singapore,
proceed ot Brunei and stand by at that port.*

THIS WAS A DELICATE DECISION, BECAUSE THESE OILH1}S WEiE STILL UN-
DER THE COMMAND OF CINC COMBINED FLEET AND NOT UNDER HIS OWN COMMAND, EXCEPT-
ING PERHAPS AS SENIOR OFFICER PELSEcNT IN THE AREA. THE FACT THAT AS COMMAN-
DER FIRST STRIKING FORCE HE MADE SUCH DECISION SHOWS THAT A MUTUAL UNDER-
STANDING EXISTED BETWEEN HIM AND CINC COMBINED FLEET OF SUCH NATURE THAT HE
FELT AUTHORIZED IN THIS EMERGENCY TO ACT WITHOUT ORDERS AND TO ISSUE 'TOSE
INSTRUCTIONS WHICH HE FELT CINC COMBINED FLEET WOULD HAVE ISSUED HAD HE BEEN
PRESENT. SUCH A STATE OF MUTUAL UNDELISiANDING IS AN ESSE•NTIAL OF UNITY OF
EFFORT.

HZ MAY HAVE FELT THAT IN TAKING THIS ACTION HE WAS BEING LOYAL TO

* Action Report Commander FILST Striking Force, SHO Opo.rations October
16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.
CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 171125 October 1944 to HAKKO M/RU, War
Diary DESRON TEN, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.
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HIS COMANMER1nS PLAN BECAUSE HE KIEW THAT CINC COM¶INED FLEET., M-PENDENT
ON VIE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE SORTIE OF THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE,
HAD INDICATED THAT HE T•NTATIVELY PLANNED TO TRANSFER TO THE FIRST STRIKING
FORCE CERTAIN OII.,ItS, ONE OF WHICH WAS TO BE THE YUHO MARU.* THE HAKKO MARU,
HOWE(VER, WAS NOT AMONG THOSE SO DESIGNATED,

THAT HE WAS NOT PLEASED WITH THE T71NTATIVE NATUIT OF THESE PLANS
IS INDICATED BY THIS COMMENT IN HIS ACTION REPORT: "THIS RESULTED IN IME UN-
AVOIDABLE SITUATION OF NECESSARY DIRECTIVwES WITH RESPECT TO THE OILERS AND
ESCORTS BEING ARBITRARILY PREPAIRED PRIOR TO THEIR ASSIGNMENT,°1 -

It seems clear that Commander FIRST Striking Force felt that
CinC Combined Fleet had estimated the situation incorrectly or had failed
to act promptly in that he had not insured that the necessary oilers were

sent in advance of the combat units to predetermined advance bases, there to
await orders. He had felt on October 16th, for example, when thirteen car-
riers had been contacted off southeast Formosa anid the possibility of an in-
vasion in the Philippines loomed large, that CinC Combined Fleet should have
insured that oilers were dispatched to Brunei, since the SHO One Plan called
for the advancenent of the FIRST Striking Force to that port. In commenting
on this, he stated that, owing to the delay in assigning the oilers, the
FIUJT Strikinp. Force had been forced to waste one whole day waiting for their
arrival at Brunei, with the consequent serious effect on his time-schedule
which forced him to transit an area infested with enemy subrarines.**

IT IS NOT ELIEVED THAT COMMANDER FIRST STRIKING FORCE IS EN-
TI'ULY BLAMIELSS IN HIS CONIXJCT OF THE OILER PHASE OF THIS OPERATIONS. FEEL-
ING AS HE DID AS EARLY AS OCTOBER 14TH, THAT hN INVASION OF THE PHILIPPINES
WAS ITrVITAUIL,-* AND KNOWING THAT THE OILERS IN THE LINCGMASINGAPORE AREA
W-EtE NOT CAPABLE OF FUELING AT SEA, HE TOOK NO ACTION WHATSOEVER TO INSURE
THAT OILERS WEti• NOT ONLY LOADED AHEAD OF TIME BUT WLRE ALSO SPOTTED AHEAD
OF TIME AT BRUNEI. WOULD IT NOT HAVE BEEN WISER HAD HE QUERIED CINC COMBINED
FLEET CONCERNING SUCH OI.LERS ON OCTOBER 16TH (WHEN TOLD THAT CINC COMBINED
FLETr WAC CoNTEMPLATING DISPATCHING HIM FOR DECISIVE BATTLE AGAINST TF 38),
RATHER THAN TO HAVE WAITED FOR SORTIE ORDERS BEFORE TAKING AilY ACTION?

After the battle he stated that this oiler difficulty would not
h:.,ve occurred had Miri, a fuel supply depot on the Bormeo coast some eighty-
five miles southwest of Drunei, been employed for fueling the fleet. However,
because Miri was under control of the Army, he further stated that this would
n ot have been satisfactory unless a clear and definite Ar-y-Navy agreement

SChief of Staff Corbined Fleet Dispatch 161535 October 1944 to Colmnander
FIRST Striking Force, etc.. War Diary NICHIEI MARU, October 1944, WT)C
Document 16048, NA 11838.

• Detadled Action Report FIRST Striking Force, SHO Operation, October
16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.
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had been concluded thereon by Imperial General Headquarters. He based
this latter thought on his belief that arrangements made locally on the
premise that operational requirements were to have absolute priority would
be unreliable depending as thuy necessarily did on local arzy acceptance.*

Why the ETOROFU was included in the oiler escorts is not explained
since this ship still belonged to the FIRST Escort Force. It is assumed
that when Commander FIRST Striking Force decided to order the oilers to
Brunei he also either decided that the two destroyers were insufficient es-
cort and included the ETOROFU, or included her because she was scheduled to
depart for Brunei anyway.

At 1130 he issued orders to his command to be prepared after
1200 to get underway (a) at twenty knots irmediately and (b) at twenty-four
knots on twenty minutes notice.-- It is not entirely clear why he issued
such orders. Since he knew that his oilers would not arrive at Brunei be-
fore October 21st and that therefore the departure time of the FIRST Strik-
ing Force would be delayed, these urgent standby orders must have been
issued for some other rea3on. This other reason may have been his receipt
of dispatches from Commander NINTH Base Force (a) reportilng a task force of
eight ships bearing 1800 (T), distant 250 miles from Ca. r!icobar Island,*4*
and (b) reporting that Car Nicobar was under attack commencing at 1030 by
a powerful carrier task force.K- He cancelled these standby orders at
1141, or eleven minutes later. *k-4* Actually, from the sequence and time
of these two orders, it would appear probable that the original standby
order had been issued by his staff duty officer and had been cancelled by
himself.

At 1200 he received the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's dispatch
170946 to other Chiefs of Staff wherein the Chief of Staff (a) estimated
that the enemy landing off Suluan Island was part of an invasion move into
the central and southern Philippines with a strong possibility of a landing
attempt by Halsey in Leyte - Samar and by MacArthur on southern Mindanao,
but that no definite conclusions had as yet been reached, and (b) stated

* Detailed Action Report FIRST Striking Force, SHO Operations, October
16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.
Commander FIRST Striking Force Dispatch 171130 October 1944 to FIRST
Striking Force, War Diary TONE, October 1944, WDC Document 160144,
NA 11841.

4•* Conmiander NINTH Base Force Dispatch 170950 October 1944 to Commander
Western Force, Detailed Action Report No. 13, DESRON 10, SHO Opera-
tions, October 17th - 31st, 1944, WfDC Docunent 161005, NA 11744.

SMaterial for Situation Estimates, FIiRBT Section, Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfil]n).

• Commander FIRST Striking Force Dispatch 171141 October 1944 to FIRST
Striking Force, War Diary TONE, October 1944, WDC Document 160144,
NA 11841.
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that for the present the FIRST Striking Force had been ordered to Brunei.*

This dispatch seems to indicate a lack of urgency at Hiyoshi,
and may have had a similar effect on the various commanders, but particu-
larly on Commander FIRST Striking Force, who, but a short time before, had
received orders to sortie immediately for Brunei.

At 1205 he directed COMCRUDIV FIVE to carry out air searches as
far as the vicinity of Brunei, employing four planes with a scouting front
of two hundred miles, along the scheduled routes Cl and C2 of the FIRST Strik-
ing Force,**

T74s dispatch appears confusing and was most likely improperly
translated or garbled for the Japanese ship based planes did not have suf-
ficient range to have accomplished the task herein assigned. It seems more
likely that this message should read to carry out air searches "in the direc-
tion of Brunei" rather that "as far as the vicinity of Brunei." This belief
is based on the fact that, as will be shown later, the CRUDIV FIVE planes de-
parted Singapore at 1400 this day on an advance search in the direction of
Brunei and returned three and one half hours later.

At 1215 he received the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's directive
to the Chief of Staff Main Force, which advised, in part, that the enemy
would probably attempt a large-scale landing in the south-central Philippines,
in which case it would be necessary for the Main Force to lure the enemy car-
rier task force to the north to facilitate the penetration of the FIRST
Striking Force.**

This ( "patch showed that the basic SHO One Plan, in so far as
the objectives ass-oned the principal forces were concerned, was to be ef-
fected as planned. Commander FIRST Striking Force realized, of course, that
X-day (the day of the Japanese counter-attack) could not be the day of the
enemy landing, since (a) the Allied landing would probably occur in a matter
of two or three days if the previous pattern of operations obtained in this
case, and (b) his command, for reasons to be discussed later, coulu not
arrive in the objective area within that time.

* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 170946 October 1944 to Conmander SIXTH
Base Air Force, Action Report FIRST Striking Force, SHO Operations,
October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.

• Commander FLiST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 171205 October 1944
to COMCRUDIV 5, War Diary BATDIV 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161,638,
NA 11739.

•* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 170908 October 1944 to CofS Main Force,
Detailed Action Report, FIRST Striking Force, SHO Operations, Octol'r
16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.
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Also at 1215, having decided on the circuitous course to take
to Brunei, he advised CinC Combined Fleet that "The FIRST Striking Force
will sortie from Lingga at 0100 October 18th at sixteen knots for Brunei.
Course changes en route will be made as follows:

(1) October 18th.

0300 Latitude 00°-33'N, Longitude 104 4-2'E, course 0650.

0 01100 Latitude 01 -281N, Longitude 1060 -40'E. course 0100.

(2) October 19th.

0000 Latitude 04°-50'N, Longitude 107 0-l4'E, course 0700.

2300 Latitude 06 0 -521N, Longitude 113°-03'E. course 1300.

(3) October 20th. Arrive at Brunei. "*

He now took no additional action. Having already ordered two
oilers to Brunei, and having advised CinC Combined Fleet of the expected date
of his arrival at Brunei, he felt that the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet

knew that the proposed operations could not be carried out on schedule as
planned and therefore no more rcports were necessary at this time.

At 1250 he was informed by COMDESRON TEN that the YJCHISHIO and
NOWAKI were designated to accompany the oilers YUHO MARU and HAKKO MARU.•-

At 1348 he placed in effect the Number THRFE allocation of
6 forces,*i-* evidently for sortie, and then, at 1400, he directed the FIRST

Striking Force to sortie from Lingga for Brunei as follows:

"l. Outline of sortie.

(a) The SECOND Section will depart first, clearing the
harboi- at 0100 October 18th.

(b) Order of sorLie: SECOND Section (as fixed by the section
commander), DESRON WO, CRUDIV FITE, CRUDIV SIXTrF:q, CRUDIV FOUR, BIJTDIV TWO,
BATDIV ONE.

* Comnander FIRST Striking Force Dispatch 171215 October 19144 to CinC
Combined Fleet, etc., Action Report CRIDIV 16, SHO Operations, October
17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Doc.. -t 161005, NA 11744.

** COMDNESRON 10 Visual Dispatch 171250 October 1944 to DESRON 10, War
Diary DESRON 10, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

* Commander FIRST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 171348 October 1944,
Detailed Action Report MOGAM1, October 2]qth - 25th, 1944, WDC Document
160i+63, NA 12652.
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(c) If not otherwise ordered, alert cruising disposition
• Y-8 fot available in its entirety to this study7will be taken upon reach-
ing a point north of Admiral Stellingwerf Reef.

(d) Routes Cl and C2 will be followed to Brunei.

"2. Brunei is designated No. One Alert anchorage."*

At about 1359 he learned that CinC Combined Fleet had arrived
at Shinchiku from Takao.-!H

At 1400 the MICHISUIO and NOWAKI departed Lingga for Singapore.H**

Also at 1400 the four CRUDIV FIVE planea commenced their search
towards Brunei.-*-*

At about 1420 he received a dispatch from Commander Main Force
wherein that commander (a) designated the units to sortie and ordered them to
prepare for sortie inzediately, (b) directed that the remairzing air strength
of the 653rd Air Group based at Oita and Kagoshima, together with that por-
tion of the 601st Air Group capable of operating from carriers, be embarked
in CARDIV THE.I-*

At about 1436 he likely intercepted CinC Combined Fleet's dispatch
directing Commander SIXTH Base Air Force (a) to concentrate his princiDat re-
ittaining strength in the Formosa area, (b) to regroup, and (c) to move up his
combat strength to the Philippines; and further directing that those air units
of CARDIV THREE remaining in the homeland were to be restored to CARDIV
THREE. T'his must have been gratifying to him, because it gave hope that the
depleted Main Force might still be able to decoy Allied carrier forces away

* Commander FIRST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 171400, October 191++,
Detailed Act ieii Report SUZUYA, October 18th - 25th 1944, WDC Document
161747.

S* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 171329 October 1944 to all commands, War
Diary 61st Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC Document 161643, NA 12260.

*** Detailed Action Report No. 13, DESRON 10, SHO One Operations, October
23rd - 26th, 1944, WDC Document 161747,

-: Detailed Action Report No. 3, HAGURO, SHO Operations, October 23rd -

26th, 1944, WDC Docment 161747.
• Commander Main F , Dk 3tch 171350 October 19411 to Main Force.

FIRST Strikinng Force, etc., (Main Force DesOpOrd 7), Detailed Action
Report OYODO, SHO 1 Operation, October 20th- 28th, 1944, WDC Docu-
ment 161007.
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from the objective area.*

At about 1457 he likely intercepted CinC Combined Fleet t s dis-
patch incorporating the ISUZU, MAKE, A:IKIZE, KIRI, KUWA, and the 931st Air
Group in the Main Force, and directing that the Main Force complete prepara-
tions for sortie by 0600 October 19th.**

At 1512 he received the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's dispatch
171201, wherei.a the Chief of Staff advised, in part, that "Assuming that the
enemy will make a landing in the Leyte - Samar area, it is estimated that the
FIRST Striking Force will be able to carry out its penetration just before
dawn c, Octrober 22nd, and that the Main Force, acting in support, will sortie
on the morning of the 19th, advancing to the waters east of Luzon Strait by
the evening of October 21st."*ý* For an indication of his reaction to this
astounding message see the later discussion in this section.

At 1618 he received a dispatch from the Chief of Staff Combined
Fleet stating that, should 3110 One be activated, it was planned (a) to trans-
fer four escorts or destroyers from the FIRST Escort Force to the Main Force
to escort oilers, (b) to transfer most of the Anti-Submarine Force to the
Main Force, and (c) to delay for the time being the transfer of either the
KAIYO or the SHIINYO to either the Main Force or the FIiST Striking Force.****

During the later afternoon he noted that the AOBA had returned to
Lingga, and that at 2030 COMCRUDIV SIXTSEN's flag had been hoisted in her.•*4--*

Meanwhile, at 1600, the NOSHIiIO arrived at Garan.4P-*

At about 1655, he likely received Commander Main Force's dispatch
assigning the TAKA and SUGI to the Main Force and directing that that portion
of the air strength of the 634th Air Group remaining at Oita and Kagoshima

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 171406 October 1944 to Commander SIXTH
Base Air Force, War Diary 252nd Attack Unib (701st Air Group), Oct-
ober 13th - 31st, 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.
CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 171427 October 1944 to Commander Mobile
Force, Detailed Action Report KUWA, Battle off the Philippines, Oct-
ober 20th - 26th, .944, WDC Document 161717, NA 11801.
CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 171201 October 1944 to Commander Mobile
Force, Comiarxier FIRST Striking Force, etc., FIRST Striking Force
Action Report, SHO Operation, October 16th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document
161641, NA 11839.

•,•4 CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 171338 October 1944 to Commander Mobile
Force, Commander FIRST Striking Force, Detai.ed Action Report FI:ST
Striking For'ce, SHO Operations, October 16th - 28th, 1944 WDC Docu-
.ment 161641, NA 11839.

-:-e-•, COMCRUDIV 16 Dispatch 172030 October 1944 to CinC Combined Fleet,
War Diary BATDIV 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

*•-* War Diary 14OSHI11O, October 17th, 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
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bases and capable of operating from carriers be embarked in CARDIV =hREE.*'

At 1730 CRUDIV FIVE planes (based on the report of the HAGURO)
returned having made no contacts."

At 1735 Commander FIRST Striking Force received orders from CinC
Combined Fleet restoring the two destroyers AKISHIMO and HAYASHIMO to the
FIRST Striking Force.A-*

During the day he received the reports of fouý" Allied carrier
task groups operating in the waters to the eastward of Formosa - Philip-
pines.'4,** He also received word of six Allied submarines operating in the
Nansei Shoto area on the preceding day.

During the late afternoon, the various units of the FIRST Strik-
in, Force made preparations for departure. Sortie orders were issued by the
subordinate commanders, and every effort was made to insure that the sortie
was effectively done.•'-

At 2005 Commander FIRST Striking Force directed the AKIS!1IMO and
HAYASHI4O to proceed from Manila to Brunei`.-,

At 2103, having estimated the situation carefully and having

Commander Main Force Dispatch 171625 October 1944 to Main Force.,
CinC Combined Fleet, etc. (Main Force DesOpOrd 10). Detailed Action
Report OYODO, SHO Operations, October 20th - 28th, 19)4 ',,DC Docu-
ment 161007.

Detailed Action Report No. 3, hIAGURO, SHO Operations, October 23rd-
26th, 1944, WDC Document 161747.
CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 171621 October 1941+ to Commander SW
Area Force, Commander FIRST Striking Force (Combined Fleet DesOp-
Ord 461), Detailed Action Report FISL3T Striking Force, SHO Opera-
tion, October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.
Philippine Area Naval Operations, Part II, October - December 1944,
SECOND Demobilization Bureau, Japanese Government, October 1947.
Department of the Arnv Historical Division File 8-5, JS-lOh.

•--•-~- Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN(COMBATDIV 1), Personal Diary,
SENSOROKU, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th,
1953) Volume II.

'<"0 COMDESRON 10 Visual Dispatch 171928 October 1944 to DESRON 10, info
BATDIV 3, CRUDIV 7, Detailed Action Report Nn 11 TESRON 10. SHO

Operation, October 17th - 31st, 1944, WDC Document. 161005, NA 2.1744.
--- ; Copmnander FI11T Striking Force Dispatch 172005 October 1944 to

CONDESDIV 2 and Imperial General Headquarters, War Diary ZtI10AKU,
October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11739.
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determined to refuel at Bninei, he advised CinC Combined Fleet of his pro-
jected plans.* He stated that his force would reach Brunei 1000 October
20th, that the oilers would reach Brunei early morni ig October 21st, and
that after fueling he would be ready to depart for the designated objective
area on the mornirg of October 22nd. He further stated that if he took the
shortest central route and proceeded (a) at sixteen knots he could arrive at
the eastern entrance of (San Bernardino) Strait night of October 24th, in
which case his destroyers would have sixty per cent of fuel remaining, or
(b) at twenty knots he could arrive at the same point by morning October 24th,
in which case his destroyers would have only fifty per cent of fuel remaining
and would therefore require refueling after leaving Brunei. He ended his
dispatch by the statement that time was not available to send ahead the neces-
sary oilers.

At this time Commander FIRST Striking Force was considering
three routes. The eastern route was along the east coast of Palawan and
thence to Mindoro Strait; the central route was along the west coast of
Palawan (through Palawan Passage) to Mindoro Strait; the western route was
through the Dnagerous Ground, or possibly around it. As regards the first
two routes, there was little to choose between them, since they were approx-
imately the same distance. The third route was obviously much longer. It is
assumed that Commander FIl!ST Striking Force, in referring to the "shortest
central route" referred to the route to the westward of Palawan4,*

'Tiis dispatch is interesting in that it shows:

(a) Comimander FIiLST Striking Force's decision to fuel his en-
tire comiand from oilers at Urunei,rather than to fuel destrcyers only from
the larger ships either en route to or at Brunei, in order thit the entire
comnand might leave Brunei for the objective area fully fueled, lie clearly
based This decision, in part, on the fact that, despite tho Chief of Staff
"Combined Fleet's assumption in his 171201 dispatch, the Allied landing points
had not as yet been finally determined, and in part on the fact that he had
no intention of having his freedom of action impaired by a shortage of oil
should a moi.e northern landing be attempted by the Allies, and

(b) Com.ander FI.ST Striking For( 's cor=saznts on two likely

speeds of advance to the eastward of San Berna-rdino Strait, wherein he com-
pared the resultant fuel situation.

HIS LECISION TO FIULL B-FORL• LEAVING 3RqJIMT SERFS TO HAVE ',VN

* Commander FIIRST Striking Force Dispatch 172103 October 194/h to CinC
Combined Fleet, Detailed Action Heport FI'eA[T Striking Force, 3110 Oper-
ation, October 16h - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11139.
L' , Detailed Action Rieport FI!-ST Striking Force, S11O Operations, October
36th - 28th, 1944, WdUC Docmient. 161641, NA 11839.
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SOUND. THE FUEL CONSUMPTION RATES OF THE JAPANESE SHIPS AT THE VARIOUS
SPEEDS ARE NOT AVAILABLE TO THIS STUDY; THEREFO.E TH1, CORRECTNESS OF THE DE-
CISION CANNOT BE ADEQUATELY WEIGHED ON THAT BASIS. HaMEVER, THE FACT THAT
HIS BECISION WAS ACCEPTED BY CINC COMBINED FLEET SHO•VS THAT 1HE LATTER EITHER
AGREED WI-rH HIY OR, REALIZING THAT (1) THE MAIN FORCE WOULD NOT BE READY TO
SORTIE BEFORE THE THENTIETH AND (2) THE FINAL ALLIED LANDING POINT Om POINTS
HAD NOT BEEN FINALLY DEVEHIAINED, FELT THAT IT WOUJLD BE WISE TO REFUEL ALL
SHIPS AT BRUNEI AS CONTEMPLATJED BY COMMANDER FIRST STRIKING FORCE.

His comments on the resultant fuel situation should the speed
of advance be (1) sixteen knots or (2) twenty knots were important in that
they gave GinC Combined Fleet some practical figures on which to base his
estimate, and should have assisted that commander in the final determination
of X.-day.

Sometime prior to 2315 he received a dispatch* from COMDESDIV
FOUR giving the schedule of movement of the Brunei Fueling Group (YUHO MARdLU
and ILAKKO MARU, plus escorts) as follows:

(a) 1000 October 18th, depart eastern entrance Singapore Strait.

1100 October 21st, arrive Brunei.

(b) Noon position October 19th, Latitude 030 -00'N, Longitude
1080-13 1E.

Noon position October 20th, Latitude 04-22'N, Longitude
lll 0 -501E. From these noon positions he could determine the estimated speed
of advance of the fueling group as 9.7 knots.

(b) Operations of Commander Main Force, 0719-2400 October 17th.

It will be remembered thatCommander Mobile Force, who was also
Commander Main Force, immediately upon receipt of the message reporting an
enemy invasion force in the vicinity of Suluan Island on October 17th, had
dispatched his senior staff officer to Kure for the purpose of contacting
Combined Fleet Headquarters concerning the role of the Main Force in the
SHO Operations.*-;

Whqile awaiting the results of this meeting, Commander Main Force

* CO4DESDIV 4 Dispatch 1.72245 October 1944, to Commander FIR2T Striking
Force, War Diary DESRON 10, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739ý

* Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO Operations, October 10th - 29th,
1944, MUC Document, 161005, NA l1744a.
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received a number of important dispatches. At 0958 he received CinC Com-

bined Fleet's order directing the FIRST Striking Force to sortie immediately

and advance to Brunei.* At about 1000 he received CinC Combined Fleet's

dispatch directing the WAKATSUKI and SUZUTSUKI, which were retruning to the

Inland Sea from the approaches to Bungo Suido, where the SUZUTSUKI had been

torpedoed the previous night, to transfer air personnel and material to the

KASHIMA and DESDIV THIRTY, which would then complete the task originally
assigned the WAKATSUKI and SUZUTSUKI.°

At about this time the senior staff officer returned and re-
ported that an air group would be organized incorporating those planes of
the 634th and 653rd Air Groups which had not as yet been transferred from
the homeland, together with all planes of the 601st Air Group which were
capable of carrier operations.":4 **

This was a source of great satisfaction to Commander Main Force,
since the operational planes which he had hitherto had available for this
purpose were all from the 601st Air Group and consisted of sixteen fighters,
seven reconnaissance planes and four attack planes.iE

Commander Main Force now commenced re-estimating the situation.
He had much to do in very little time. He had to determine what planes and
pilots capable of carrier operations were available from the 634th and 653rd
Air Groups, how soon they could be assembled, where, what repairs, if any,
could be made on these planes should they require repairs, what logistics
were necessary and where obtainable, and numerous other related problems.
It oan be assumed that he made every effort to expedite the obtain ing of
this information and to expedite the preparation of his command for sea.
A study of the war diaries of the various units of the Main Force indicates
that, excepting for the aircraft of the 634th and 653rd Air Groups, the
Main Force was ready for sea by October 18th. Therefore, it was clear to
Commander Main Force that his earliest departure time would be determined
by the time required to embark the planes of these groups, with their neces-
sary logistics, on his carriers.

Sometime around noon he likely received Commander !IRST Striking
Force's dispatch 171125 directing the YUHO MYARU and HAKKO MARU, with escorts,

CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 170928 October 1944 to Commander FIRST
Striking Force, Detailed Action Report SHIGUiE, Battle for Leyte Gulf,
October 21st - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161717 (Part 4), NA 11801.
Cin(; Combined Fleet Dispatch 170930 October 1944 to Commander Mobile
Force, War Diary DE3RON 10, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA
11739,

•* Detailed Action Report I'ain Force, SHO Operation, October 20th -29th,
1944, WDC Docuznent 161005, NA 11744.

-: War Diary ZUIKAKU, October lt - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA
11973.
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to proceed to Brunei when fueled and to wait there.*

About 1231 he received CofS Combined Fleet's dispatch 171201,
wherein that commander (a) stated that, assuming the enenm would land in the
Samar - Leyte area, he estimated that the FIRST Striking Force would arrive
at the landing area prior to dawn of the 22nd, and that the Main Force, act-
ing in support, would sortie on the 19th and be in position to the eastward
of Luzon by evening of the 21st, (b) ordered the Main Force to prepare to
sortie on that basis, and (c) announced that when the Main Force was directed
to sortie, all forces would be under the direct command of CinC Combined

J! Fleet and that some elements of CORTRON THIRTY-ONE, which was operating
.ZZdirectly under CinG Combined Fleet, would be assigned to the Main Force to

augment its light forces.

By this time Commander Main Force had obtained enough information
concerning the planes of the 634th and 653rd Air Groups to realize that he
could not meet this schedule, but whether or not he notified Combined Fleet

At Headquarters is not known, since the records are silent in this regard.

At about 1245 he received Commander FIRST Striking Force's dis-
patch advising that the FIRST Striking Force would sortie from Lingga the
following morning and would arrive at Brunei on October 20th.**

At 1350, having completed his estimate, he directed (a) CARDIV
THRE, CAj9.DIV FOUR (less the 634th Air Group), CORTRON THLRTY-ONE (less an
element), OYODO, DESDIV SIXTY-OONE (less SUZUTSUKI), and DESDIV FORTY-OhE
(less FUYUTSUKI) to complete preparations to sortie immediately and to assem-
ble at Yashima Anchorage; (b) the remaining air strength of the 653rd Air
Group and that portion of the 601st Air Group capable of carrier operations
to embark on the carriers of CARDIV THVUFT'; and (c) othor units to continue
their pres::nt missions.***

it will be observed here that he has omitted the 634th Air Group.
This appears to have been because he had not as yet obtained sufficient data
on this group to warrant inclusion of it at this time, and, since it was
"necessary to expedite preparations of sortie, he temporarily omitted it from

P his orders.

* Commander FIRST Striking Force Dispatch 171125 October 1944 to H1AKKO

NARU, War Diary DESRON TJN, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.
• * Commander FIR2T Striking Force Dispatcih 171215 October 1944 to CinC

"Combined Fleet, etc., War Diary CRUDIV 16, October Ist - November 15th,
1944, WDC Doclm~nt 1.60986, NA 11730.

• Commander Main Force Dispatch 171350 October 19441 ot Main Force, Com-
bined Fleet, etc., (Main Force DesOpOrd 7), Action Report OYODO, SHO
One Operations, October 20th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161007.
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At about 1359 he learned that CinC Combined Fleet had shifted

his headquarters from Takao to Shinchiku.*

At about 1408 he received the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's
dispatch advising Comiander Mobile Force that in the event SHO One operations
were activated he planned to transfer (a) four escort vessels or destroyers
from the FI:ýST Escort Force to the Main Force, and (b) most of the available
antisubmarine patrol force (CORTRON THIRTY-ONE) to the Main Force. He fur-
thfr advised that the KAIYO and SHINYO (two escort carriers engaged in convoy
duties) would for the time being not be Incorporated in either the Main Force
or the FIRST Striking Force.N*

Commander Main Force realized that these transfers were designed
to increase somewhat his screening forces which had been seriously depleted
(a) on October 12th by the torpedoing of the FUYiJTSUKI, (b) on October 15th
by the sortie of the SECOND Striking Force with the seven destroyers of
DESHON ONE and (c) on October 16th by the torpedoing of the SUZI'TSITKI.

At about 1436 he received CinC Combined Fleet's dispatch to
Commander SIXLTH Base Air Force, directing, among other items, that C.',-DIV
THREE air units still remaining in the homeland were to be returned to
CA~iiDIV 1T1aR•E,***-

At about 1457 he received CinC Combined Fleet's dispatch (a)
transferring to the Main Force-`,,• the light cruiser ISUZU and four destroy-
ers (MAKI, AKIKAM, KIRI, and KUJWA) from the Anti-Submarine Patrol Force,
and the 931st Air Group from the Escort Force, and (b) directing the Main
Force (less JUNYO, RYOHO, and CARDIV ONE) to complete preparation for sortie
by 0600 October 19th.

The 931st Air Group, which had been engaged in anti-submarine
patrols operating from both escort carriers and shore bases, was, at this
time, divided between th(ý escort carriers KAIYO and SHINYO, and certain land
bases, notably Oroku on Okinawa."•'- It is believed that this dispatch

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 171329 October 1944 to all commands,
War Diary Commarnder 61st Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC Document
161643, NA 12260.

:•> CofS Combined Fleet Dispat-h 171339 October 19L4 to Commander Mobile
Force, Commander Ffll3T Escort Force, etc., Action Report FIU2ST Strik-
ing Force, SHO Operation, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.

-•: CCnC Combined Fleet Dispatch 171406 October 1944 to Commnider SIXTH
qase Air Force (Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 355), War Diary 252nd Attack
Unit (701st Air 'rroup), October 13th - 31st, 1944, WDC Document

160258, NA 12593.
, CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 171427 October 1944 to Commander Mobile

Force, Detailed Action Report KUWA, Battle off the Philippines, Oct-
ober 20th - 26th, 19Z4, WDC Document 10.1717, Nfl 11801.

• War Diary 931st Air i-roup, October 1944, ýDC Document 160151, N.
12319.
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was garbled and that it should have said that certain elements of the 931st
Air Group had been so transferred rather than the entire 931st A"r ;roup.

At 1625, having now completed his study of the planes and pilots
of the 634th Air Group, and evidently findin;g that a number of them were
available, he directed that that portion of the 634th Air ;roup romaining
at Oita and Kagoshima air bases capable of operating from carriers be em-
barked in CAi'LDIV T°14EE and that it assemble at Oita on October l9th.9 In
this same dispatch he added the light cruiser TANA and the destroyer SiTUO
to the sortie units of the Main Force."; Tfhese two ships were the only units
of DESRION El.'VEN which appeared 6o be ready for fleet operations at thir time.
Tle remaining four destroyers of this squadron, viz: YO01I, KASDI, K1AYA, and
HINOKI (the KIRI had been transferred to DESDIV FORTY-THREE), were at Kure.
They were not to sortie with the Main Force but were assig-ned other employ-
ment.**

At 1640 Commander Main Force directed his corumand to embark air-
craft on the morning of October 20th as follows: CIRDIV ON1, aircraft (601st
Air Group) on ZUIKAKU; CARDIV THREEi and FOUR aircraft (634th and 653rd Air
Groups) on ZUIKAKU, ZUIHO and CHITOSE."`-' -_ further directed that the
operational aircraft of C0Y?.DIV ONE were, aftor having been armed, to move
up to Oita Air Base on October 19th. It will be observed that the carrier
CHIYODA was not included in the above plan. This was either an oversight,
since she actually carried aircraft on sortie, or it wcu planned tha1t way
for reasons best known to Commander Yain Force.

During the day Commander Main Force recuived the various contact
reports which located four of the five Allied task groups operating to the
eastward of Formosa - Luzon,_ and also likely received word that on the
previous day six Allied submarines w:re concentrated in the Nansei Shoto,
since it was received in the FL1ST Strikirng Force. -

* Commander Main Force Dispatch 171625 October 1941t to flain Force,
CinC Combined Fleet, etc. (Main Force DesOpOrd 10, Detailed *ction
iozport OYODO, 3110 Operation, October 20th - "8th, 1944, WDI Documlent
161007.
"War Diap-y DF.LRON ]i, October 1944, VDC Document 161715, N' 12712.

• Com.mander :.-in Force Dispatch 171640 October 19414 to Main Force, etc.,
Detailed Act on Report AYUOýA, SLO Oper~ition, October 20th - 29th, 1944,
WDC Document 161006, NA 12604.

8•;•' Philippine Area Naval Operations, Fart I!, October - December 1944,
SECOND Demobilization Bureau Japanese Government, Octob•er 1947,
Department of Army Historical Division Microfilm No. 8-5, J5-104.

• Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN (COMP:ATDTV 1), Personal Diary,
SENSOHOKU, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th,
1953) Volume II.
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At 1940 COMCARDIV FOUR (HYUCA, ISE) reported ready for sea.*

At about 2133 Commander Main Force received Commander FITRT
* Striking Force's dispatch 172103 to CinC Combined Fleet wherein he dis-

cussed fueling at Brunei and indicated that he could not arrive to the
eastward of San Bernardino Strait before October 24th. This date was, of
course, satisfactory to Commander Main Force, since he could see that the
Main Force wjuld be able to meet it and would therefore not delay the
operaticei.

At 2235 COMCORThON THlR•'-1UNE directed the iSUZU to proceed to
Yashima Anchorage when she had completed fueling.'*

By midnight Com.ander Main Force had learned that the ZU1HO,
CHITOSE and CHIYODA of CARDIV THRJE had completed fueling at Tokuyama and
had returned to Oita, but that the ZUIKAKU was still at Tokuyama.i-.;

(c) Operations of Commander SECOND Striking Force, 0719-2400 Octo-
ber 17th.

The SECOND Striking Force, at sea to the northwest of Amami 0
Shima, was scheduled to pass through 290-00'N, 1280-OO'E at 0900.-'-•-g At
0719 the force, less the HATSUHAHU, was bearing 3050 (T), distant sixty
miles from the northern tip of Amami 0 Shima. The position of the HATD3UHARU,
which had become separated from the force the previous night, is not known
definitely hut was presumably between Amami 0 Shima and Kyushu. The weather
conditions at this tinme were: clear, w-ind east twelve miles per hour, vi.i--
bit vty five miles.*"-9.3:*

At 07/45, Commander SECOND 3triking For. e, possibly as a result
of intercepting the flash reports of eneqiq sightings off Suluan, advise~d
"his coimnand that the destroyers woul.i now commence entering Satsukawa Bay,
Amami C Shima, to refuel,1:: ':-:-

S* COMCARDIV 4 Dispatch 171930 October 1944 to Commaonder Mobile Force,
Debailed Action Report HYUGA, -[(0 Operations, October 20th-Fqt}h,
1944, WTJC Document 161006, NA 12'05.
COMCOOTiON 31 Dis,patch 172235 October 1944 to IOUZU, War Diary
ISUZU, October 1944, WDC Dotwiient 161636, NA 11973.
War Diaric:u ZUIKAEU, K:UIHO, CHifC.JE, October 1944, tDC Document
1.61636, NA 11973.

• I War Diary DE3HGN 1, October lst-31st, 1944, WUC Document 161638,
NA 11739.

•"-'* War Diary DE3DIV 7 (U0I311), October 1944, WDUC Document 161717,
NA 11801.

.- SECOND Striking Force Visual Dispatch 170745 Octob, r 1944, War
Diary US1110, October 1944, wDx Document )61717, NA 11801.
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0GM SECOND SRKING FORCE

However, a '929 he received a report from an unknown source of
an air Lrtack on Okini. ., Since Okinawa was but 100 miles from Amami
O Shima, he decided a-ainst a daylight entry into that port, and at 1000
directed that entry into port be delayed until night.!ý'ý He probably -on-
sidered this a fortunate decision, because but four minutes later ti PBUKUMA
o' ihted one or more Grumman fighte.rs,* The fighters cannot be ident-±ied

there were no Allied planes in the vicinity at this time.

During the forenoon lie rt estimated the situation. He knew of
the Allied landings on Suluan Island at 0800 and of the SHO One alert at
Q835.1&* Having as yet received no orders, and realizing that such orders
would probably be forthcoming, he thought it wise to advise the local corn-
,.,ander as to his plans for sortie the following morning so that that comman-
der might 1-ove time to prepare antisubmarine plans. He, therefore, while. t[.l at sea and long before his planned entry into port advised the local

,un•mander that he planned to sortie from Amami 0 Shima at 0530 October 18th.
fhe local conmiand.-r then directed the local, shore-based air forces, augmented
conwaencing at 0'oU0 tPm folloving morniJ.ng for the FIRST Striking Force sortie

At ' 27 he obs- rved a large plane which he did not identify, but"4'•wh.Lch appeari3 to have been laranese, sin-ce no Allied planes were operating in

.- 1350 he :iszued an jntelligence report to his command, stating
-that (a• _-., enenv foree -)f two battleships, two carriers ad five destroyers
-.had con~roned lridiwn, opt,-.tions on Suluan Island at 0800, (b) enemy aircraft
had been attci.-rig ,ie Phlhippines and the Nanstl qhoto since morning, and

,"HO 0:•-" JLL.:t t had Qcei ordered at 0835...ý-- (The reference to air
,:-a the Nansei -.,hot. ,,. obviously based on the report received at

q9. -4 'Ince no air ,it., ik-ý !,:ad been made on the Nan.tei ;hoto, it is not clear
"twhy he i•igin-te- of the inc-•rrcct contact report did not cancel it.)

:',t• * ~~'ýar Ili,.ry,.,-"v?. ()ct,A-b':r 191.44, W-X Documnent i1616, ,,6w 11973,
Conu..nder S..- Strtki,,- Force Dispatch 171000 October 1944, War
Iri 4rr' ',,!TO .mLtober ,-9.44 , Document 161717, NA 11801,

" U--r .Diry U• JDTV 7 ("-!1IIO) October 194l, ". !ocnument '61717, NA 180i)
'½:" :o~nmm°er (C:Otid 3,.v?.e) Disp~atch 171138 Oftober 1944 to Kanoya

-. n..1, 1 MA 119773.r

"triking Force Vizifl Dis'i/, P1i310 Octobei 1944
",triktn, Force, ",ar Uiarj D;DI'J 7 (U.:1[O), October 1944,
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COM SECOND STRIKING FOiCE

At about 1420 he received Commander Main Fo:ace's dispatch which
(1) listed the units of the Kain Force, (a) directed that they make imnmediate
proparationb for sortie, and (3) directed other ships and units to continue
their current missions.¼ Since the SECOND Striking, Force had not been in-
cluded in the Main Force, he now knew that his basic orders directing him
to proceed to Nako in the Pescadores Islands, should enenwr carrier groups be
still intact and a night attack impossible, were still in effect.,-

During the day the weather had been clear, visibility about fif-
teen miles, wind during thU forenoon from the northwest at about twelve ndles
per hour, shifting; in the afternoon to the northeast at hbo','t six miles per
hour.ý ,

At 1705 the SLCOND Striking Force, which had remained to the west-
ward of Aniami 0 thima, less HATSUIhARU, entered Satsukavat- Bay, Amami 0 Shima,
and im•nediatrely commenced refueling the ABTIKUMA and the six destroyers of
DESRON ONE present.4;' Since no oilers were available, the AHUFUNA and
WAKABA fueled from the NACHI, the HAiTSTJS'3iIM0 from the iS}TILARA, and t ie AK]--
BONO and USHIO from drums aNhore.:' No mention is made in document, avail-
able to this study of fueling the two destroyers SIIIRHN11IT and KASUMI of DES-
DIV FhIGITEEN, but it is probable that they, being of the 'long-legged,
type with a cruising radius of about 5000 miles at eijghteen knots, were
not "ue.'-d at this time.

Commander SECONI) :trikLnr 'co renmin-ed -it anchor, on the alert,
during the remainder of the day. 1!e w that four Allied carrier forces had
been sighted to the e'tstward of IForosa,- xc i-nd his orders were, in such
an eventuality, to proceed to •ko.,- ,ct rintily, at 1Q41] he .i--.'t:ed
the I.ATTIJxiiMlJ to fuel at eiher Tokuy;ami o.- Kure and thoereaifter ,rrw-ed to

S, Coommandrd-r ain Fo;'c' iispitch 1'71'450 October 10144 to Main Vnr'ce
Combined fl]eet, etc., (Main Force JesOjirdn 7), Actio (epnrt tfl'O•i,
3I:C One Oerr'-tions, t)ctober 20th - .thp, )9'+4, ", P3 Docimen V '507."CofO Combined 'leet Dispitc•i ](20'! utct,,r i6h0h t.,4 1 orr-:l,•,:. ':"

Str rkin,r .', ,"'ar' t)i r j1i';&U 1, OCNtoier 1 114, , )ocunant

161(38, NA 1173".
War I)i: .- I)'. 'DIC 7 ( ' lt) , or Vol, i j'114 , " 24 , Doewnent ]]_ 161'71',

'Wur Di_,ry I-' CLO. 1, Dctoher 19144, j, Docum,'rrt ].,-, 16' ]]6'z.
:, Japai 3±nese .vJal. Ics it P .) of War, Conupliled b:y C;hitrilt) Fukui,

Administration Uivi.'sion, :,,Ol) Drmabilizition Bureau, Japanese
Jove ra•n:enit, April 25th 1947,

":� 'Philip' inc Areat Nival O. rtr' 0io.- ,'' LI, Catoher - lŽ'cerbe)-l]•i44,
gYQCOl Ijemobili -.ation '!ure'au* ,Jcq ovrnnr -nt , Octobler 1947,
be; artnr.nt <f e 'rklMy Ili. ftr0,1' L L1 ion D.o.ie hO. 0--5, 47-i ]4,



COM SUBMARINE FORCE

Mako.* At about 2135, he received a dispatch from the HAITSU}!ARU to the
effect that her 0500 position the following day was expected to be Latitude
29 0 -481N, Longitude 128 0 -50'E and that she would be on course 220 0 (T) speed
sixteen.** At 2343, he cancelled his previous orders and directed her to
proceed independently to Mako.-,- Having received no further instructions
from either CinC Combined Fleet or his immediate superior (Commander Mobile
Force), he prepared to depart Amami 0 Shima at 0530, October 18th, for Mako.

Sometime during the day he received a dispatch from the Chief
of Staff Combined Fleet advising the Combined Fleet that six enemy submarines
wire concentrated in the Nansai Shoto area.:- This was inrportant informa-
tion as it 'erted him to the necessity for taking strong precautions against
this menace particularly on sortie.

(2) Operations of Commander Advance Expeditionary For'e (Submarines),
0719 - 2400 Ot ,ober 17th."H, K-I

At 0719 October 17th, Cormitnder Advance Expeditionary Force was in
the Inland Sea area, probably at Kure. His command was organized into three

foroes, the FIRST, SEVENTH and ELEVLýNli Submarine Forces, consisting of a
total of thirty-five submarines. With the exception of four 5ubinarines,
operating in the area to the eastward of the Nansei Shoto, all submarines
except the RO-47 and 1-177 were dn the Inland Sea conducting training exer-
cises, carrying out operational transport to by-passed areas such as WAKE
and NAURU, en route the west coast of the United States, oz standing by for
sortie o---

Cnminander Advance Expeditionary Force had a basic task in the 3HO
Operation,-

"In the event of attack by enemy task forces, to intercept enemy and
gain control of the invaEion area." -

* Conmmander 'hCCONL) Striking Force Dispatch 171941 October 1944 to
iIAT'S[HARU, War Diary DL•RON 1, WDC Document 161538, NA 11739I
War DLtry DE&_;RUN 1, October ]944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.
Commander S!COND Striking Force Dispatch 172343 October 1944 to
HATSU'iAtU, War )i.iry DEShiON 1, WDjC Document 161638, NA 11739

">•** Vice Admiral. Matome Ugaki, fiN (CO!U3ATDIV 1), Personal Diary
ENS�ROKKU, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kraitha (Tokyo, March 15th,

1953) Volume II.
, Submarine Operations in Philippine Waters, 1944 - 1945, ATIS Docu-

ment, October 30th, 2947, Departnmnt of the Army Ilistoricil Division
File No. 8-5, JS-15.
Combined Fleet Operation Order No. fý7, Aufu3t 20th, 1944, ATI:J 1ocu-
mrent No. 39, Part Viii, June 4th, 1945 (N-1[II Document).
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OM SUBMkRlINE FORCE

To this end he stressed:

(a) That at the time the Combined Fleet engaged the enemy in decis-
ive battle, the entire submarine force was to be concentrated in the same
area;

(b) Submarines of the FIRST Submarine Force were therefore to com-
plete their preparations for battle as soon as possible;

(c) Submarines of the SEVENTH Submarine Force were to continue oper-
ational transportation;

(d) Submarines of the ELEVENTH Submarine Force were to expedite train-
ing in order to be propared for the SHO Operations.*

Of these submarines, but sixteen (all in the FIRST Submarine Force)
were available for the Leyte operation. These were the 1-26, 38, 41, 44, 45,
46, 53, 54, 56, 177, RO-41, 43, 46, 47, 109, and 112. Of these sixteen sub-
marines, four (1-26, 45, 54, 56) were already en route to the waters east of
Nansei Shoto,** where, in accordance with orders from CinC Combined Fleet
issued on October 11th, they were to operate against TF 38. Yeanwhile, as
can be observed from Diagramn "B", TF 38 had moved several hundred miles to
the south. The twelve remaining submarines of the FIRST Submarine Force
available for the Leyte operation, 1-38, 41, 4L4, 46, 53, 1.77, lt&41, 43,46,47,
109 and 112 were, with the exception of the RO 47, in the Inland Sea. The
RO--47 and the 1-177 had not as yet returned from the PFlau area. Actually
as hat been pointed out in Volume I these two ,;ubmarines were lost in the
Palau area in November.** 7he RO-109 and 112, which had been attac.ýied to
the Kure Submarine Squadron were ordered on this day to report to CinC Com-
bined Fleet for dutyt.e* (with the FIRiST Submarine Force).

* Submarine Operationu in Philippine Waters, 1944 - 1945, ATIS Docu-
ment, October 30th, 1947, Department of the Arnr Historical Division
File No, 8-5, JS-15.

" M Nerit Uating Reports for Naval Ship Units (Submarine Operations, Oct-
ober 1944), 41C Document 161011; also Submarine Operations in Philip-
pine Waters, 1944 - 1945, ATIS Document, October 30th, 1947, Depart-
went of thu Army IHistorical Division File No. 8-5, JS..15
The Imperial Japanese Navy in dorld War II, List of Combatant and
non-Combatant Vessels lost or Damaged in the War, prepared by Militar-y
History Section Special Staff GH'2 FEC, February 1952.

•;H-a Chief of Naval General Staff Dispatch 171359 October 194' to Ginc Co•-.
hined Fleet, Imperial General Headquarters, Navy IDirectives, Vol.. IV.
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The other nineteen submarines were )n other duty as follows:*

(a) FIRST Submarine Force

Three submarines, 1-36, 37, and 47, were being equipped for
launching KAITEN (human torpedu%), and one, the 1-12, was en route to the
west coast of the United States.

(b) SE'VýT11 Submarine Force

Seven submarines, 1-361, 362, 363, 364, 365, 366 and 367 were
engaged in operational transport to by-rpassed areas.

(c) ELEVENTH Submarine Force

Eight submarines, 1-48, 368, 369, 370, 371, RO-+9, 50 and 55
were engaged in training and shakedown in the Inland Sea.**

Commander Advance, Expeditionary Force, in addition to receiving Lhe
CinC Combined Fleet's 8HO Alert orders 170809 and 170835, was un'doubtedly
aware of the eneny si1htingo at Suluan. At 0918 oi, earlier, he received
CinG Combined Fleet.'s order to prepale iumoedtately to sortie in full strength
to the contral and southern Philippines.4'-* Upon receipL of this order, he
direct~d the four submarines (1-26,, 45, 54, 56) then en route to stations
east of Nansei Shoto to proceed into the area east of the Philippines. At
the wime time he directed seven submarines of the FIRST Submarine Force (1-38,
41, 41., 46, RO-41, 43, 46) to sortie aboat the 19th via Bungo Suj.do and to
proceed to the same area.*

IT S•EMS DESIRABiL AT THIS POINr TO E4PHASIZE THE FACT THAT, FROM
DATA AVAILABLE TO T•IS STUDY, THE MATE•IIAL READINESS OF THE SU1UARINF3
DURING THIS PERIOD WAS MOST UNSATISFACTORY. SUBSEQEJENT TO THE MARIANAS OPE&-A-
TIONS, THE MAJORITY OF THE JAPANESE SU13MARINES WHICH WEhE NOT ENGAGED IN SPEC-
IAL OPERATIONS, SUCH AS TRANSPORT OPEPLATION3 TO OUTLYING AldEAS, REMAINED IN
THE EMPIRE EITHER UNDER REPAIR OR BEING EQUIPPED WITH PIOTECTIVE DEVICES.
THEREFOZE, WHEN, ON OCTOBER 11TH, COMMANDFR ADVANCE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE WAS
DiRECTED BY CINO CJI31INLD FLEET TO CONDUCT FU.LL-SCA/ALE ATTACKS ON Tkft CAhRIER
TASK FORCE TO THE EASTWARD OF THE NANSEI SHOTO, HE HAD BEEN ABLE TO MUSTER
BUT FIVE SUBiARITNES (1-26, 45, 53, 54, 56) OF THE FIRST SUbMARINE FORCE
WHICH HE THOUGHT WERE PREPARED TO SORTIE IMYEDIATELY. HOWEVER, HE WAS IN

Submarine Operations in Philippine Waters, 1944-1945, ATIS Document,
October 30th, 1947, Department of Arwy Historical Division File 8-5,
JS-15.

** The 1-58 may have been attached to this group.
*** CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 170848 October 1944 to Commander Advance

Expeditionary Force (Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 352), War Dia-y ZUiKAKU
October 1944, WhC Docanent 161636, NA 11973.
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ERROR, SINCE ONLY FOUH OF THF, FIVE ACTUALLY SORTIED; ONE (1-26) ON ITTE 13'nT
AND T1HREE (1-45, 54 and 56) ON hLEE 15TH-* •HE 1-53, WHICH DID NOT SORTIE,
WAS NOT RELYN FOR SL:A AT THIS TIME.

NOW W'ITH11 71E ElEff P1EPARING FOR AN INVASION OF THE PHILIPPINES,
WITH THE COMBINED F'LET ON AN ALERT FOR SHO ONE, AN) WITH HIS FIRST SUaMARIPI
FORCE ORDERED TO PREPARE IY10EDIATELY TO SORTTJh FOR THE CENTRAL AND SOUTIVRN
PHILIPPINES, COM1\NDER ADVANCE EXPEDITIONAY FORCE WAS CONFRONTED WITH AN-
OTHER PROBULM: APPARENTLY NONE OF HIS SUUARINES IN THE INLAND SEi iFRE HPADY
FOR SEA AND) WCAJLD NOT liE READY TO EEPART EEFORE OCTOBER 19111. DSS DESPITE
OVER THREE MONTHS OF PIREPARATION IN WE INLAND SEA, IT IS CII,.AR TlW, 1' AF'TE R
ORDERS TO SOH.TIE HAD =%EN ISSUED BY THE CINO COMBINED EFLEET ON THE 17H11Y
SOME/ FORTY-EIGHT HOURS WTUE TO ELAPSE BEFOaE ANY SUBAI3RINES V/] ATSOE iER WOUID
SORTIE. CERTAINLY WHIS LACK OF READINESS OF JAPANE.LE SUBMARIINES DID NOT
AUGUR VELL FOR THEIR PEPFORMANCE IN THE FORTHCOMING OPERATIONS,

During the remainder of the day the seven submyarines, plus the 1-53,
scheduled to sortie to augment the four submarines already at sea and ordered
to the Philippine area, continued preparations. Of these eight submarines,
the RO-41, 43 and 46 had just returned, about October 15th, from, a war patrol
in the Paiau area.*,- The necessity for ordering the latter to sea only two
days after they had returned to Japan indicates that the ethei' two submarines
of the FIRS3T Submarine Force (RO-109 arid 11.2) were not as yet ready for sea.
"It also indicates that in the mind of Commander Advance Expeditioniary Force,
the state of readiness of the RO-41. 43 and 46, and the morale of th- crews,
if considered, was acceptable.

(3) Operations of Commander SIXTH Base Air Force, 071.9 - 2400 October 17th.

By 0719 Commander SIXTH Base Air FoT.ce, who was based nt T.' kao, 'd
reason to believe that his -earches from Ckinawa anud Shinchiku were tmdertay,
and that those from Kanoya and Oaran 1i were also underway, although in a
domewhat staggered manner. Japanese orders were to inform him should the
scheduled searches be delayed, since he, in Lurn, ;x'as required to notify
CinC Combined Fleet."'-

* Merit Rating Reports for Naval Ship Units (Suhmarine Operations, Oct-
ober 1944), WDC Document 161011.

. Submarine Op-rstions in !>hilippine ",aters 1944 - 1945, ATIS Document
Octoher 30th, 1947, Dep:..rtnmnt of the AunW, Historical Division File" ~NO,, 8-5, J5-'15.

" Combined Fleet Operation Order 82, August 1st, 1944, Itegulations qnd
Stand-ird Procedures for Air Patrols by Combined Fleet Bas.! Air Forces;
"also Combined Fleet Operation Order 86, August 4th, 1944, Air Combat
Regulations for E311O Opera.Lions, AlT[S Document No. 39, Part. VIJI, June
411th, 1945 (NACIlI Document)0
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These searches were:

(a) Kanoya (Western Attack Force ON-) -- This search, which had
been order.-d by Conmuander Western Attack Force ONK, on the previous evenirn,
to depart Kanoya at 0500, and to search 1350-20OO(T) to a radius of 650
miles* clearly encountered difficulties in depatrting with the result that
the planes did not depart on schedule. Instead they departed in a stacgered
manner. The weather was bad and only two of the seven planes completed the
full search. 'No other planes seairched to 560 and 6k0 miles respectively,
and, as will be sihown later, one of these planes made contact on an Al{lied
task group. The three remainin:, plane-s disconlinued their seirc',es silortly
after depLrture.M'3

(b) Okinawa (Western Attack Force I2)) -- This seirch, which departed
Okinawa at 06x), covered the sector ll5'-185"(T) to 400 miles, except within
the sector 145-165o(T), where the radius of search wais extend,-.d to 500

(c) Formosa (Western Attack Force 'iltE)

(1) Shlnchiku

(a) This search covered the iector 133'-1640(T) to a radius
of 250 miles. The plane searching the sector 1490-164l6(T) ep.'rted alt 0445;
the plane searching the sector 133°-149o(T) departed, after conider:able
engine trouble, at 0700.

(b) In view of the difficulties encountered by tQhe above
search, a :seconid search was launched :Lt 0600 from Shinchiku to search the
area north of a bearing 067°(') throug.,h 1hiran Bi and west of a bearing, 1300(T)
through Kiirun.c-3 '*

(") 1Gran Bi -- 'his search, which was to cover the sector

Co.nmander 51st Air Floill Diptch 161923 October 1944 to STIVPiI Base
Air Force, info to Coummnder SECOND Striking, Forze, ar Diary Co""otn'er
51st Air Flotilla, October 1944, WfC Document 161644, NA 1]2258.

, Corminder Izuzci Air Rase Di.u;pxtch 172822 October 1944, to jlKITB Ease
Air Force Butte jeioort Addrtsseez, De.t.. Liled Action Report No. 'I, North-
ern Attack Force, Second ase Air Force, October 10th - November 15th,
1944, WDC Doc;umne.nt 161645, NA 12262.

• Commander Western Atta•ck Force TWO Dis;pattch SigOrd 37, October l7th,
1944, (Transmitted by telephone) to W-stern Attack Force TWOV, War
Diary Western Attack Force TWO, OCtober 1944, WDC Document 160137, NA
12278.

**Th< Detailed Action iteport No. 6, 708th Attack Unit (762nd Air Group),
Searches and Patrols of the "Fs" Sector, October 1st - 17tUh, 1944,
WDC Document 160579, NA 122297.

-l.og'-
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065 0-1590(T) to a radius of 400 miles, and was to depart at 0600,* had en-
countered difficulties in departing, with the result that the first plane
did not depart until 0710, and the last plane until 0800.**

At this same time, 0719, Commander SIXTH Base Air Force had reason
to believe that other operations were in effect as follows:

(a) Southern Kyushu (Western Attack Force ONE) -- there were stand-
ing k, in this area:

(1) On fifteen minutes notice, three two-engine land bombers,
five carrier-type reconnaissance planes and one land reconnaissance plane.
These planes were to be ready for search and contact scouting.-XHw

(2) On sixty minutes notice, at least thirteen land attack planes
armed with torpedoes."-i:*

(b) Okinawa (Western Attack Force "'WO) -- On fifteen minutes notice,
all operational aircraft were to beP prepar-d to disperse, all figbters were
to be ready for interception operations, and five carrier-type reconnaissance
planes were to be ready for patrol or search missions.4:X:•**

(c) Formoua (Western Attack Force THREE) --. 1On thirty minutes notice,
fifty carrier-type fighters as a fighter striking unit, thirty-eighi; fighters
as escort, and forty ca. ier-type bombers and eight carrier-type attack planes
as an attack unit; a total of 136 plan~s.;s::

Commander 3IXT11 Base Air Force Dispat-ch 162117 October 1.944 to
SIXTH Base Air Force (SIXTii Base Air Force :)esOpOrt 69), War Diary
Commander 51st Air Flotilla, October 3.944, WDC Document 161644,
NA ]2258.

** Detailed Action Report, No. 1, 263rd Attack Unit (653rd Air Group),
SHO Operationr, October 14th - 21st, !944, WDO Docunent 161005,
NA 12605.

;*-Y:k Detailed Action Report No. 6, l1th Reconnaissance Unit, Pearch [,Last
of Formosa, October 17th, 1944, WDC Document 16141+5, NA 28445.

"*•:* Detailed Action Report, 702nd Attack Unit (752nd Air Group), October
16th - 19th, 1944, WIO Douument 163064, NA 12357.

*• Commander Western Attack Force TWO SigOrd 36, October 16th, 1944, to
Western Attack Force IWO (transnitted by telephone), War Diary West-
ern Attack Force TWO, October 1944, WIX) Document 160137, NA 12278.

*M** Memorandum Notes of Captain [3unzo Shibata, IJN, Staff Officer, SIXTH
Base Air Force, October 10th - 23rd, 1944, Departirrnt of the Arxr,
Historical Section Microfilm H6-22, ItemB; also Commander SIXTH Base

Air Force Dispatch 162117, October 1944 to SIXTH Base Air Force
(SImTH Base Air Force DesopOrd 69), War Diary Commander 51st Air
Flotilla, October 1944, 'WOOC Document 161644, NA 12258.
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Since the 901st Air Group headquarters were at Toko in the Takao
area it seems correct to say that the commander of that one group, who was
monitoring the frequency of the radar equipped flying boats, relayed imme-
diately by telephone to Commander SIXTH Base Air Force all contact reports
by those night flying boats. Therefore, it can be assumed that Conmander
SIXTH Base Air Force knew that his night search by a radar equipped flying
boat had mad- contact on what appeared to be two separate task groups; one
at 0235 in Latitude 19 0 -05'N, Longitude 1250 -15tE, and one at O050 in Lat-
itude 200-151N, Longitude 1240-25'E. However, because of the contacts on the
previous day (October 16th) he knew that other Allied task groups were in
the area. As discussed in Volume I it is probable that he likely estimated
that one of these contacts was on the Allied task group retiring slowly to the
east ('Or 30.3) and the other was on either the seven carrier task groups
IG's 38.2 and 38.3) or the four carrier group (TG 38.1).*

Commander SIXTH Base Air Force now awaited anxiously the result of
the day's searches. He realized that, because of fatigue and progressively
growing disorganization, his own co.rmand had been fast losing its value as an
effective force, and he now required time for regrouping and to complete the
movement of hbis force to Formosa. lie had been making good progress in this
regrouping. In view of the movements of the Allied task groups on the pre-
ceding day, he was prepared, if necessary, to move the mnain strength of his
SIXTHl Base Air Force to Okinawa to attack any Allied task groups whir,,h might
be covering their retiring damaged ships (i'3 30.3) from the north, since
Okinawa appeared to be within striking range. For this reason he had alerted
his forces on the preceding day t, the prnssibility of moving to that inland
and attacking the eneay from there. '-w.

At this time he tiad available to him 842 aircraft of all types, of
which 505 were operational. Of these 505, 314 were opx;national on Fonmosa
and 191 in Nansei "hoto and Kyushu.*:-:1

lie knew he could expect little from the Philippines searches, since
there was a typhoon making up in the area to the east of the central Philip-
pines, notably Leyte, Samar and southern Luzon, and he probably suspected
that many, if not all, of the searches would be cancelled. Fortunately, the

* Detailed Action Report. 901st Air Group, Night Searches-, October 10th -

28th, 1944, WDC Document 160551, NN 12402.
**• Commander SIXTH Base Air Force Dispatch 161407 October 1944 to SIXTH

Base Air Force (SIXTH Base Air Force DesOpOrd No. 66), War Diary,
Commander 25th Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC Document 160137, NA
12278.

•-x* Volume I, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NAVPRS 91973), prepared by the
Naval War College, Chapter III, Se-ction (g), Composition of Forces
and Tasks Assign-1, Page 453; also Discussion of Losses of Japanese
aircraft October 10th to 0719 October 17th, 1944, pages 449, 450.
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weather to the eastward of Formosa, Nansei Shoto and Kyushu appeared to be
generally good, although there were numeious squalls in that area.

Since CinC Combined Fleet at this time was also at Takao, it can be
assumed that much, if not all, of the information available to him was also
available to Commander SIX11i Base Air Force.

At about 0749 Commander SIXTH Base Air Force received a dispatch from
the Commander Naval Lookout Post on Suluan Island reporting Allied forces
penetrating the Strait.* It is not unlikely that, as a consequence of this
disp;Ltch, he wa3 consulted by CinC Combined Fleet as to its significance, and
as to recommended counteraction. In view of his close association with CinC
Combined Fleet at this time, it seems clear that he received CinC Combined
Fleet's dispatch issued at 0809 ordering a fleet alert for SHO One.**

In responsie to this alert, Commander SIXTH Base Air Force promptly
advised his command of the landing, directed all units to move their entire
strength to Formosa, to reorganize in accordance with previous orders, and to
prepare for the SHO One deployment to the Philippines.*- He also placed all
SIXTh Base Air Force units (except the T-Force) in the Tainan area (Tainan,
Jintoku, Kijin, Kobi) under the tactical comwand of the Commander FOURTEENTH
Combined Air Group.,"

It is quite likely that he received the additional reports concerning
the Allied action from Suluan Island, which commenced coming in. Among these
were the dispatches concerning landing operations there--

Commander Naval Lookout Post Suluan Island Dispatch 170719 October

1944 presumably to all commands, War Diary ZUIKAKU, October 1944,
WDC Document 161636, NA 1-1793.
CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 170809 October 1944 to Combined Fleet
(Combined FleeL Special Desq) Ord 14), Detailed Action Report No. 3,
YAMATO, Silo One, Antiair and Surface Actions, October 17th - 28th,
1944, WDC Document 161639.

•* Commander SIlY[U Base Air Force DesOpOrd 71, October 17th, 1944, to
SaTH Dase Air Forne, Detailed Action Report 256th Air Group, October
13th - November 17th, 1944, WDC Document 161422, NA 124.26. $
Commander SIXTH base Air Force DesUpOrd 73 to Si31F1 Base Air Foifoe,
Detailed Action Report, Expeditionary Unit (256th air Group), October
13th - November 17th, 19414, WDC Document 161422, NA 12426.

*&H-•* Commander Philippine Force Dispatch 170755 October 1944 to SW Area

Force, info to All Fleet and Squadron Commanders Combined Fleet,
Detailed Action Report No. 13 DEfRON 10, S110 Operl.tions, October 17th-
31st, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744; also Commander Naval Lookout
Post Suluan Island Dispatches 170901 and 170814 October 1944 presumably
to all commands, War Diary 7 UIKAKU, Ccober 1944, WDC Document 1616j6,
NA 11793.
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Also about this time he received a dispatch from Commander SW Area
that MYnila had been attacked commencing at 0800 by 100 enemy aircraft, and
Legaspi by fifty aircraft.* This was important information, since it clearly
showed that at least one of the Allied carrier task groups was ill within
striking range of the northern Philippines.

At about 0810 he received the dispatch issued by the Chief of Staff
Combined Fleet which ordered SHO One alert,** and at 0928 the dispatch also
issued by the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet concerning the probability of a
large-scale landing in the south - central Philippines, wherein he discussed
the function of the Main Force with relation to the FIRST Striking Force.**'*-*

At about 0900 he received a contact report from Commander FIFTH1 Base
Air Force reporting an Allied carrier task group bearing 0850 (T) distant 245
miles fron Manila.*:•*M

At about 0945 he received what appears to have been his fourth con-
tact report. This was a contact made by a plane of the EIGHTH Air Division
on a carrier task group at 0915 bearing 10°(T), distant 360 miles from Takao,
consisting of about twenty ships, including three carriers and three battle-
ships, one under tow on an easterly course, speed about ten knots.•*

Since (a) another report gave the last reported enemy position at
0915 as Latitude 2.20-001N. Longitude l26°-40'E,****- (b) no other task group
was reported in this area at this time and (c) the two positions, i.e., the

* Material for Situation Estimates FIRST Section Naval General Staff,

October 17th, 1944, WDC Document 216764 (microfilm).
CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 170835 October 1944 to Combined Fleet
(Combined Fleet besOpOrd 351), Detailed Action Report SHIGURE, Battle
of Leyte Gulf, October 23rd - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161717 (Part IV)
NA 11801.
CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 170908 October 1944 to Commander Main
Force, Detaiied Action Report ZUIKAKU, SHO One Operation, WDC Document
161008.

•* Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN (COMBATDIV 1), Personal Diary SENSOROKU,
Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953),
Volume II.

SPhilippine Area Naval Operations, Part II, October - December 1944,
SECOND Demobilization Bureau, Japanese Government, October 1947,
Department of the AraV, Historical Division File 8-5, JS-104; also
Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN (COMBATDIV 1), Personal Diary, SENSO-
ROKU, Nippon Shiip-an Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokvo, March 15th, 1953),
Volume II.

* Detailed Actio<i Report No. 13, 708th Attack Unit (T-Force), Algigt Tor-
pedo Attack on Enemr Task Force off Formosa, October 18th, 1944, WDC
Document 160M79, NA 12409.
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fourth contact and the last reported enemy position, were about thirty miles
apart which could have been due to the fact that Japanese positions based on
their grid reporting of their air contacts could be as much as thirty miles
apart in a north and south direction, it is assumed that Commander SIXTH Base
Air Force concluded that the above reports were one and the same contact.

It is not understood why the Japanese report indicated one ship under

tow since there were no ships under tow in this task group. The only ships

under tow were the CANBERRA and HOUSTON, and these were with TG 30.3 some
100 miles to the southwest. Perhaps this was a case of over-briefing the
pilots on the damaged Allied shipping.

Also at about this time he received a report from his Co.rmander 901st
Air Group reporting the night search results. In addition to repeating the
two contacts previously reported, the Commander 901st Air Group reported that
there was a possibility of a slight error in the 0250 contact report. Hie
also reported the weather in the area of the contacts as partly cloudy, broken
clouds, ceiling 2000 meters.*

Conmmander SIXTH Base Air Force had nw contacted three task groups
off Formosa - Luzon and had received a report of one task group off Manila.
This totalled four Allied task groups. From this he could see that the enemv
task force strený,th east of Formosa was increasing.**

At about 0959 it is possible that he received an erroneous report of
an air raid on Okinawa, which reportedly occurred at 0929.•-`-* It is not known
what he thought of this report, but since he had e.,oected that the Allieb
might be within range of his planes from Okinawa, it seems clear that, con-
versely, he knew that Okinawa might be within range of the Allied carr'ier
planes. It will be recollected that he had received a contact but a few min-
utes before on an Allied carrier task gloup, distant some 200 miles from Old-
nawa, which was within carrier plane attack range.

About the same time there was also a false air raid alert off Formosa,
notably in the Tainan area. In view of the serious bombing attacks by B- 2 9 0s
on that area on the precedirL day, as well as on October 14th, there was a

* Commander 901st Air Group Dispatch 170915 October 1944 to CinC Combined
Fleet, Commander SIXTH 1ase Air Force, Detailed Action Report 901st Air
Group, Night Searches, October 10th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 160551,
NA 12402.

** Memorandum Notes of Captain Bunzo Shibata, IJN, Staff Officer. SIXIh
Base Air Force, October 10th - 23rd, 1944, Department of the Arny, Hist-
orical Division Microfilm HS-22, Item B.

**• War Diary ABUXUIA, October 16th - 26th, 1944, WDC Document 161636,
NA 11973
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marked sensitivity against them, and it is presumed that this sensitivity
caused the false alert. At least twenty-two Japanese -Ighters and fighter-
bombers took off between 1000 and 1030 to intercept, and aircraft on the air-
fields were dispersed. The fighters reported having encountered forty-five
B-29's at 1040, which were bombing from 8000 meters, and having attacked
them with unascertained results.*

THIS REPORT WAS AS FALSE AS THE ALERT, SINCE THERE WERE NO B-29'S IN
THE FOiMOSA AREA AT THIS TfME; NEITHER WERE THERE ANY ALLIED PLANES WHATSO-
EVER. WHY THE JAPANESE AIR GROUP COMMANDERS MADE THIS REPORT IS NOT KNOWN.
HOWEVER, WHILE THIS REPORT HAD LITTLE OR NO EFFECT ON COMMANDER SIXTH BASE
AIR FORCEtS RUNNING ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION, IT IS STRESSED HERE TO INDI-
CATE THE NEED FOR ACCURACY IN CONTACT REPORTS AND TO INDICATE THE POSSIBILITY
IN WAR OF OTHERWISE COMPETENT COMMANDERS MAKING ACTION REPORTS WHICH ARE IN
MANY RESPECTS UNTRUE. IN THIS CONNECTION, CURRENT U.S. NAVY INSTRUCTIONS
STATE, IN PART: (1) NO MORE IMPORTANT DUTY EXISTS THAN THAT OF OBTAINING AND
DELIVERING TO THE OTC INFORMATION OF THE ENEMY FORCES;-* (2) LOSSES OF SHIPS,
PLANES, AND PERSONNEL, AND LOST OPPORTUNITIES FOR DECISIVE DEFEATS OF THE
ENE4Y, HAVE EEN NEEDLESSLY SUSTAINED THROUGH FAILURE TO OBTAIN COYTLETE AND
ACCURATE INFORMATION, FAILURE TO STATE CLEARLY THE INFORMATION AT HAND, AND
DELAYS IN DELIVERING VITAL INFORMATION TO APPROPRIATE PERSONNEL.*A*

At about 100 it is probable that Commander SIXTH Base Air Force knew
that the "T" Force had launched at 1030 a two-plane search from southern
Kyushu to search the sector 1230-1530(T) from Sata Misaki to 300 miles. This
search wau ineffective, both planes having been turned back by 1120 by bad
weather.*A**

It is not clear what this search was specifically seeking, but since
its instruction referred particularly to the vicinity of Latitude 280-201N,
Longitude 133 0 -O0'E, which area had already been searched by Kyushu-based
planes, it seems possible that the first search had reported an undeveloped

* Combat Action Reports of Air Units, Navy Merit Award Section 252nd

Air Group), Formosa and Philippines, October 14th - '5th, 1944, FEC
GHQ microfilm,(Tokyo); also Detailed Action Report No. 1, Commander
164th and 165th Fighter Units (653rd Air Group), WDC DcLument 161004,
NA 12605,

*• Basic Fleet Operational Coinmunication Doctrine (NWP 16), Department of
the Navy, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, September 1953,
paragraph 5AO. b.

SIbid, paragraph 500.c.•*Detailed Action Iv-port No. 6, llth Recco Unit, October 17th; 1944,,
WDC Document 161445, NA 28445.
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contact and that this second search had been initiated to develop this con-
tact.

At about 1140 he received a contact report from one of the Kanoya
search plan's which reported that at 3110 in Latitude 220-O51N, Longitude
1270 -351E it had sighted two carriers, two battleships and ten other ships
proceeding west.* This contact appears to have been on TM 38.2 which was
some forty miles in a southwesterly direction from the reported contact and
was on a northeasterly course. That the Japanese considered this contact to
have been made on the same task group as the 0915 contact seems probable since
this contact, if not so considered, would give five task groups whereas only

" four were located on this day by the Japanese.**

At about 1231 he received the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's dis-
"patch 171201,*** wherein the Chief of Staff advised in part, that "assuming
that the ene•r will make a landing in the Leyte - Sarar area, it is estimated
that the FIRST Striking Force will be able to carry out its penetration just
before dawn on October 22nd, and that the Main Force, acting in support, will
sortie on the morning of the 19th, advancing to the waters east of Luzon Strait
by the evening of October 21st."

THIS DISPATCH MUST HAVE BEEN VERY INIERESTING TO COMMINDER SIXTH BASE

A11Z FORCE, SINCE (A) IT SHOED CLEUAULY THAT THE HIGH COMKAND IN TOKYO HAD NOW

TENTATIVELY DESIGNATED THE LEYTE - SAMAR A!&;A AS THE INVASION AREA, AND (B)
IT INDICATED THE NECESSITY FOR EXPEDITING THE REORGANIZING, REGROUPING AND
CONCENTRATION OF' HIS FORCES PREPARATORY "O MOVING T11EM INTO THE PHILIPPI1NS,
SINCE THE DESIGNATION OF THE TENTATIVE LANDING AREA WAS PROBABLY MAiE AT THIS
TIME FOR PLANNING PURPOSES.

IT APPEARS PERTINhiNT TO REiSTATE HERE THE BASIC TASKS OF THE BASE AIR
FORCES IN THE SHO OPERATIONS. THis E WLýRL TO AWAIT APPROACH OF INVASION FORCES,
"DRAWING THE MAJOR PART OF THE ALLIED STRENGTH AS NEAR AS POSSIBLE, WIIE CON-
CENIRATING FORCES, 'JMEeN, AT A FAVORABLE OPPORTUNIIY, TO ENGAGE DECISIVELY,
DESTROYING 'LWE ALLIES IN COOP-RATION WiTH AN ALL-OUT CONCERTED ATTACK BY
FRIENDLY aIR, ARMY AND NAVY FORCES; TO COMWIENCE ALI,.OUT ATTACKS ON THE DAY
PRIEVIOUS TO THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE'S PENETRATION uF LANDING AREAS.I**

Detailed Action Report No.2,Northern Attack Force (SECOND Base Air Force)
October 10th - November 15th, 1944, WDC Document 161645, NA 1.2262.

A Material for Situation Estimatea, First Section Naval General Staff, Oct-
ober 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).

SCofS Combinrd Fleet Dispatch 173.201 Octobee' 1944 to Connander Mobile
Force, Commander FiRST Striking, etc., Detailed Action lUeport }IYUGA, SHO
Operations, October 29th-29th, 1944, WDC Document 161006, NA 12604.

• Commander SIXTH Base Air Force Operation Order 6, September 5th, 1944,
"Memorandum File of Captain Bunzo Shibatr, iJN, Staff Officer SIXTH Base
Air Force, Department of ArmV- HistorJ,- Divirnion Microfilm HS.-18, Item
D; also Arny-Navy Central Agreement Concerning 311) Operations Concluded
July 24th, 1944, Supplement to Imperial General Headquart -s Navy Section
Directive 435, July 26th, 1944, WUC Document 216769 (Microfilm).
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Therefore it was clearly important that Cmmander SIXTH Base Air
Force learn what Commander FIRST Striking Force's plans were for the Leyte-
Samar objective area, and whether or not that commander would be able to meet
the October 22nd date.

He was unable to discuss this matter with CinC Combined Fleet, for
that officer had some minutes before departed for Hiyoshi, via Shinchiku.

At about this tima he received a report from Tainan that that base
was under attack by over ten B-29's.* From the promptness with which an
alert had been made at the time of the false 1000 contact, discussed previous-
ly, it appears likely that (a) the attack by the B-29's at this time was ex-
pected, and (b) the small number of planes which had attacked was unexpected,
since the two previous attacks had numbered many more planes. (The strike
on the previous day had reportedly consisted of some ninety-eight planes. )**

At 1245 he received Commander FIRST Striking Force's dispatch
171215,*** wherein that commander announced that he expected to arrive in
Brunei on October 20th. This was highly illuminating, since it clearly showed
that Commander FIRST Striking Force could not meet the October 22nd date. He
awaited a dispatch from that commander to CinO Combined Fleet relative to
this situation. However, it is possible that tU.s delay was of great assis-
tance to him, since it gave him more time to concentrate his forces.

At 1359 he learned that CinC Combined Fleet had landed at Shinchiku."**

By about 1400, he had learned from numerous reports that the original
report of "over ten" B-291s attacking Tainan was too low. The various re-
ports, if evaluated correctly, should have raised the original estimate to

* Memorandum Notes of Captain Bunzo Shibata, IJN, Staff Officer, SIXTH
Base Air Force, October 10th - 23rd, 1944, Department of Army Histori-
cal Division Microfilm HS-22, Item B; also Detailed Action Report No. 1,
166th Fighter Unit (653rd Air Group), SHO Operations, October i4th-21st,
1944, WDC Document 161004, NA 12605.

** Merit Report, 14th Combined Air Group, Formosa Air Battle, October 10th -
17th, 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

** Commander FIRST Striking Force Dispatch 171215 October 1944 to CinC

Combined Fleet, Commander Mobile Force, War Diary ZUIKAKU, October 1st
25th, 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 31973; also Action Report CRUDIV 16,
SHO Operations, October 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 1744.

"*"I' CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 171329 October 1944 to all commands, War
Diary 61st Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC Document 161643, NA 12260.
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atout thirty planes,* although the report of the 256th Air Group of twenty-
three planes was almost exactly correct. It seems likely that this was his
final estimate, since his staff notes do not show change from the "over ten."
However, the High Command in Tokyo estimated that sixty planes had attacked.**
(Actually, the attack was made by twenty-four China-based B-29's,** which
had been intercepted by a6 least thirty-three fighters, of which three were
1ost,) Later in the day he received damage; reports which caused him to be
highly impressed with the destructive power of the B-29's. One of his staff
officers, who that afternoon had inspected Daikozan, TaInan and Takao, noted,
"the bombing power of the 3-29 is tremendous; adequate counter measures must
be plann'-d." *

At about 1422 he received a repo-t that all the Shinchiku s-arches
had been conductec except that the single plane which had bs-n delayed taking
off until 0700 had then been forced back by engine trouble and had not been
replaced. Searrh re~ults were negative.*****

He likewise received the results of the search, from &Lran Bi: the
plane in sector 11i0-1250 (T) had failed to return; the two planes searching

(1) Merit Report 14th Combined Air Group, Formosa Air Battle, ct0-ber
10th - 17th, 1944, WDC Document 161012, NA 12275; (2) Detailed Actior.
Report, Formosa Detachment (254th Air Group), October 13th - 27th, 1944,
WDC Document 161429, NA 12432; (3) Detailed Action Report Expeditionary
Fighter Unit (256th Air Group), October 13th - November 17th, 1944,
WDC Document 161422, NA 12426; (4) Combat Action Records of Air Units,
Navy Merit Awards Section (252nd Air Group), Formosa and Philippines,
October 14th - 25th, 1944, FEC GHQ Microfilm (Tokyo); (5) War Diary
653rd Air Group, October 1944, WDC Document 16025'5, NA 12530; (61 De-
tailed Action Report 164th-165th Fighter Units (653rd Air Group), SHO
Operations, October 14th - 21st, 1944, WDC Document 161004, NA 12605;
(7) Detailed Action Report No. 1, 166th Fighter Unit (653rd Air Group),
SHO Operations, October 14th - 21st, 1944, VWDC Document 161004, NA
12605ý (8) Detailed Action Report No. 1, 263rd Attack Unit (653rd Air
Group), SHO Operations, October 14th - 21st, 1944, WDC Document
161CO>, '' A 12605.
Material for Situation Estimated, FIRST Section, Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).

*•* Commander 20th Bombei Command, Tactical Mission Report Nos. 11 & 12,
October 28th, 1944,

SMemorandum Notes of Captain Bunzo Shibata, IJN, Staff Officer, SIXTH
Base Air Force, October 10th - 23rd, 1944, Department of the Arn7
Historical Division Microfilm HS-22, Item B.

SCommander Western Attack Force THREE Dispatch 171352 October 194.4 to
SIXTH Base Air Force, Detailed Action Report No. 6, 708th Attack Unit
(762nd Air Group), Searches and Patrols of the "Fs" Sector, October
ist - 17th, 1944, WDC Document 160579, NA 12297.
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080 0-l10)(T) both reported enemy carrier planes; the plane searching 1250-
1400 (T) turned back at 230 miles because of weather; other planes made no
contazts.*

Also at about this time he probably intercepted Commander Main Force's
dispatch 171350 to most commanders, advising of the compositioax of the Main
Force and directing that the remaining air strength of the 653rd Air Group
at Oita and Kagoshima bases, and that portion of the 601st Air Group capable
of operating from carriers, was to be embarked in CARDIV THREE.**

Since this dispatch was of great importance to Commander SIXTH Base
Air Force, in that it removed from his cc'm=and a large number of carrier
planes-he probably did not know exactly how many--does it not seem surpris-
ing that he was not listed as an information addressee? Of course, he real-
ized that Commander Main Force had no authority to transfer SIXTH Base Air
Force planes to another command, but he knew that the order must have resulted
from an order of CinC Combined Fleet. He therefore awaited 'hat order.

He did not have to wait very long, for at about 1436 he received or-
ders from CinC Combined Fleet which directed the transfer of the planes of
the 653rd Air Group remaining in the homeland to CARDIV THREE. He also re-
ceived orders to concentrate in the Formosa area his principal remaining
strength, including, among other units designated, the attached aircraft of
CARDIV's THREE and FOUR., to regroup his forces, and then to move his strength
to the Philippines as the situation permitted, meanwhile continuing combat
ope rations.

By the same order, all parent units of expeditionary units operating
under command of Commander SIXTH Ease Air Force were directed to assemble
such strength as had not been moved up and to dispatch reinforcements to said
expeditionary units.*-*

This order gave Comnandcr SIXTH Base Air Force two separate and dis-
tinct basic tasks: (1) to reorganize his forces and move them to the Philip-
pines, and (2) to continue combat operations. While it might appear that
these tasks were incompatible, this is not believed to have been the case.
Certainly it was necessarj to regroup, rebuild, reorganize and assemble on
Formosa many of the units of the SIXTH Base Air Force. On the other hand, it
was also necessary to give these units protection during this period. As has
been pointed out earlier, Commander SIXTH Base Air Force, acting on the theory

* Detailed Action Report No.1, 263rd Attack Urit (653rd Air Group), THiO
Operations, October 14th - 21st, 1944, WDC Document 161004, NA 12605.

- Commander Main Force Dispatch 171350 October 1944 to Main Force, Com-
bined Fleet,etc.(Main Force DesOpOrd 7), Action Report OYODO, SHO Opera-
tions, October 20th - 28th, 1944, WDC Documnt 161007.

•:• CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 171406 October 1944 to Commander SIXTH Base
Air Force (Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 355), War Diary 252nd Attack Unit
(701st Air Group),October 13th - 31st, 1944, WDC Document 160258,NA 12593.
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that offensive action would, in general, give better defense tharn purely
defensive action, had alerted an attack force, of some !36 plut•ez in bvathern
Formosa to attack, if conditions were favorable, any carrier group that might
aupear within 250 niles.' Meanihileh he had gori ihezQ with his reorgani-•a-
tionw

At about 1655 he Likily received Comuander ?4ain Forcels dispatch,
wherein that comnander ad,,ised, in part, that that portion of the 634th Air
Group remaining at Cita aid Kagoshima bases, and which could operate from
carriers, was to be embarked in CARUIV T11=E.** Although therc appears to
have been no confirmatory dispatch issued by CinC Combined Fleet, it was
clear to Commander SIXTH{ Base !Iir Force that he was to lose thiese planies ,.4

well as those of CAIDIV THRI1.

IT WOULD BE INTEKESTING TO KNOW WHAT HEL 7iOUGILT OF THE 13ETU'iN OF
THESE CARIPIEq PLANES TO 'PHE MAIN FORCE. HTEVEER, SINCE HE WAS ESSENTIALLY A
LINE NAVAL OFFICEO WITH LITTLE OR NO AVIATION TRAINING,*** IT IS PROBABLE
I .AT HE VISUALILD SEA OPERATIONS MUCH BETTER THAN LAND-BASED AIR OERATIONS
EVEN 'ThOUGH HE WAS IN COMMAND OF THE LATTER. SINCE HIS AIR FORCES 10D AL-
READY TAikEN HEAVY LOSSES WITHOUT HAVING ACCOMPLISHEL) SEKt.OUS D11AGE TO I.E
ENEMY IN fIETURN, IT IS NOT UNLIKELY THAT HE FELT THAT 'iThE RIErURN OF, THE CAR.-
RIER PLANES WAS JUSTIFIED.

A sunpax7 cf the cor ;acts shows that during the day Con-uander SIATH
Base Air Force received contact rport., on three Allied tas, soupo opi!ratiV7
off Formosa - Luzon, and one to the eastward of L'TIo;. &i contacts were
(a2 at 0235 La( rtudfl 190 -O05N, Longitude 1250 -15't, (b) at 0250 in Latitude
20 -15'N, Longltudel, 124.0-25'E, (c) at 0830 bearing 01•5(T), distant 2V5 Iiles
from Manila., and (d) at 0915 on bearing 100(T), distant 360 milcs froa. Takao.
He also received a rosition report at 091.5 on a task groap in Latitude 21)-
00'N. Longitude 1260 -40"., and a contact report at 1110 on a task group in
Latitude 22 0 -05'N,, Longitude 127°-25'. However, these lattzrr reports appear
to have been evaluated as the s',.,.e Allied task group reported io (d). He did
not attack any of the carrier task groups off Form-osa - Luzon beocause his
nearest contact had been about 260 nd.'Ies from n Okinawa (it. was about 350 miles
from Formosa). Since it would take some hours to, stage through Okinawa (it
was over 450 miles to Okinawa) he wisely decided to maintain his attack group
on the alert in Formosa,

M 4emorandum Notes of Captain Bunzo Shibata, IJN, Staff Officer SIXTH Base
Air Force, SHO Operations, October 10th - 23rd, 1944, Department of the
Army Historical Division Microfilm HS-22, Item B.

** Commander Main Force Dispatch 1.71625 October 1944, to Main Force, CinC
Combined Fleet, etc. (Main Force DesOpOrd 10), Detailed Action Report
OYODO, SHO Operations, October 20th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161007.

PA USSBS Interrogation, Nav.No.l5, Internogration of Japanese Officials,

Interrogation of Vice Admiral Sbigeiru Fukudome, IJN, Vol. 11, Page 500.
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Sometime during the day also, the time not available to thi s study,
the ..- Porce was removed from his command and placed under the direct command
o'f CinC Combined Fleet.*

In the late afternoon he issued his air instructions for the follow-
ing day.** These were?

(1) Searches (to be launched as early as possible after dawn):

(a) From Formosa. (1) Six planes to search from Garan Bi the sec-
tor 0850 -i45 0 (T) to a distance of 400 miles; (2) one plane to search from
Karenko on base course 134 0 (T) to a distance of 250 miles, then sixty miles
laterally to the left and to return to Sancho Kaku (NE tip Formosa); and ý3)
on^ plane to search from Sancho Kaku via Ishigaki Jima on base course 134 (T)
to a distankce of 200 miles, then sixty miles laterally to the left and to
return to Miyako.

(b) From Kanoya. (1) Four planeb to search from that base the
sector 1550 -190 0 (T), distance not giveii (normally 650 miles), and lateral
movement to be determined by Commander Western Attack Force ONE.

(c) From Okinawa. The search from this base was to cover sectors
as ordered by Commander Western Attack Force TWO.

(2) Attack. All air strength present on Formosa and capable of at-
tacking was to be concentrated ansd prepared to attack after 0600 on fifteen
minutes notice.

(3) Interception. These forces were to be made up of interception-
type fighters, arnm fighters and land reconnaissance aircraft, and were to be
on a Yto. ONE Alert (presumably after 0600).

There was nothing unusual in these searches, with the exception of
the single-plane searches from Karenko and Sancho Kaku. These searches cov-
ered rectangles in a southeasterly direction from northeast Formosa and were
presumably designed to insure that no Allied carrier forces were in that area
where they might interfere not only with his operations on Formosa but also
with the southerly movements of the SECOND Striking Force.

Memorandum Notes of Captain Bunzo Shibata, IJN, Staff Officer SECOND AIR
Flet, SHO Operation, October 10th - 23rd, 1944, Department of the Ainly,
Historical Division Microfilm HS-22, Item B.

• Commander SKITH Base Air Force DesOpOrd 75, October 17th, 1944, to SIXTH
Base Air Force, Detailed Action Report Expeditionary Fighter Unit,(256th
Air Group), October 13th - November 17th, 1944, UDC Document 161422,
NA 12426.
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Sometime after having issued the above instructions, Commander SIXTH
Base Air Force r-.tived the impltm'nting disnatches wherein his Commander
Western Attack Force ONE increased the number of aircraft to search from
Kanoya to seven planes (later reduced tc six planes),* set the search distance
as 650 miles and the time of departure as O5OO,0* and his Commander Western
Attack Force TWO established the air search from Okinawa as: (1) two planes
to search the sector 1450 -165 0 (T) to 500 miles, wi.th a lateral movement to
the left of sixty miles; (2) one plane to search on course 1750 (T) to a dis-
tance of 400 miles, with a lateral movement to the left of forty miles; and
(3) one plane to search on course 180C(T) to a distance of 400 miles, with a
lateral movement to the right of forty miles; the time of departure of all
planes as 0530. These latter instructions were issued to the responsible
commanders on Okinawa by telephone.***

At about this same time Commander SIXTH Base Air Force issued ampli-
fying instructions fixing the command responsibility on Formosa in the event
that he should order interception operations in full strength. In the Taichu
and Shinchiku areas, where only all-purpose fighters (Zeros) were based, he
named a single tactical commander to command all fighters in each area. In
the Tainan-Takao area, where he had both all-purpose fighters and intercep-
tors, he named a tactical commander for each type. He further directed that
in addition to destroying attacking enemy aircraft, the commanders were to
make an effort to carry out training of junior flying personnel.***-

At about 1821 he received omnmander Western Attack Force ONEks dis-
patch wherein that conmmander directed his conunand to enforce the No. TWO
Alert dispositions and to enforce No. ONE Alert disposition daily from 0500
until 0900. *a•- Since there appears to have been no order by Commander
SISTH Base Air Force setting the alerts at this time it is assumed that the
time of the No. ONE Alert as given for Western Attack Force ONE was followed
roughly if not exactly elsewhere within the SIXTH Base Air Force.

* Commander 'Western Attack Force ONE Dispatch 171932 October 1944 to
SIXTH Base Air Force, War Diary 51st Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC
Documnnet 161644, NA 3.-258.

** Commander Western Attack Force ONE Dispatch 171725 October 1944 to
SIXTH Base Air Force (Western Attack Force ONE Sig'esOpOrd 6), War
Diary 51st Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC Document 161644, NA 12258.

* Commander Western Attack Force TWO SigOrd No. 39, October 1944 to
Western Attack Force TWO, War Diary 25th Air Flotilla, Octobur P?'-4,

*-• Commander SIXTH Base Air 1'orce DesOpOrd 76, October i'/44 to ST"7- -a

Air Force, Detailed Action Report Expeditionary Fighter Unit (256th
Air Group) October 13th - November 17th, 1944, WDC Document 171751,
NA 12426.

SComnander Western Attack Force ONE Dispatch 171751 October 1944 to
Western Attack Force ONE (Western Attack Force ONE SigDesOpOrd 13),
War Diary 103rd Attack Unit, (atober 1944, WDC Document 160258,NA 12592.
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At about 1852 he received a dispatch from Commander Izumxi Ar Base
reporting that (a) the Kanoya searches had all been negative with the excep-
tion of the contact at 1110 reported earlier, (b) the plane directed to search
the 1440 -153 0 (T) sector from Kanoya had made a forced landing at Miyazaki
(Kyushu) and had been unable to make the search, and (c) the plane directed
to search the sector 1630-1720(T) had turned back after seventy-thre-e miles
because of weather.*

At about 1959 he received a dispatch from Commander Western Attack
Force TWO reporting the results of the morning's search from Okinawa.** One
plane had searched to but 350 lailes, one had been lost at about 1200, one had
engine trouble and had turned back, and one had completed the search. No
contacts were made. It should be noted here that, whereas this dispatch dis-
cusses but four of the seven planes ordered to make this search, it seems
clear that the remaining three planes searched; otherwise the-e would have
been a statement to this effect.

At 2019 he instructed the 901st Air Group to launch two radar equip-
ped flying boats at 2100 to search from Garan Bi on search lines 0950 (T) and
1190 (T) to 450 miles thence fly a cross leg of ninety miles to the left and
search back to Garan B

At about 2133 he likely received Commander FIRST Striking Force's
reply to the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's dispatch l7120l.-*--* Here Com-
mander FIRST Striking Force stated that he would not be prepared to depart
Brunei before morning October 22nd, and indicated that he could not arrive
off the western entrance to San Bernardino Strait before October 24th.****

* Izumi Air Base Dispatch 171822 to SIXTH Bas Air Force Battle Report

Addressees, Detailed Action Report No. 2, ý' rthern Attack Force
(SECOND Base Air Force), October l0th - No. -mber 15th, 1944, WDC
Document 161645, NA 12262.
"Commander Western %ttack Force TWO Dispatch 171929 October 1944 to
SIXTH base Air Force, War Diary 25th Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC
Document 160137, NA 12278.

*•* Cormander SIXTH Base Air Force Dispatch 172019 October 1944 to 901st
Air Group (SIXTH Base Air Force DesOpOrd 74), Detailed Action Report
901st Air Group, Night Searches, October 10th - 28th, 1944, VDC Doom-
ment 160551, NA 12402.

**** CofS Combined Fleet Divi'atch 171201 October 1944 to Commander Mobile
Force, Commaxnder FIRST Striking Force, etc., Detailed Action Report
HYUGA, -;HO Operation, October 20th - 29th, i94.4, WDC Document 161006,

NA ip6o4
Commander Y'jM3T1 Sti-.JL..,b -J- D:pcit 11j-103 ~ r1944 to CinC
Combined Fleet, Detailed Action Report Commander FIRST Striking Force,

SHO Operation, October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641,
NA 11839.
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He now knew that (a) he had about five days ii. which to regroup his
forces and to move to the Philippines, and (b) it was most unlikely that he
would oe pt-rmitted to accomplish this without serious Allied interference at
least in the Philippines.

He also knew of the attacks planned by the T-Foree Commander for dusk
of the following day against the Allied carrier task group last reported at
0915 that morning. The plan consisted essentially of sending out search
planes to locate the enemy, aad then of attacking with limited numbers of
attack planes from both Kanoya and Oroku.*

It seems clear that he could have expected little success from such
an attack, F nne the contact would, by dusk of October l1th, be some thirty
hours old, at which time, at the reported estimated speed of ten knots on an
easterly course, the retiring enemy task group would be beyond attack range
of the nearest Japanese bases.

At about 2200 he received a dispatch from the Takao Communication
Unit stating that between 1200 and 2000 an enemy task group of six ships
which had been located by direction finders southeast of Fornosa (in about
Latitude 200-001N, Longitude 125 0 -00'E; no change in enen•r's position from
the previous day) had sent out seven urgent messages, From Diagram B it is
clear that this contact rtferred to TG 30.3 which at the time was slowly re-
tiring to the southeast. The contact was approximately correct in latitude

but was about sixty miles to the westward in longitude.•k

By about 2230 he knew that the night radar search planes had taken
off from Toko. He noted that the departure time he had specified had not
been met; however, hiq order had been issued only forty-one minutes prior
to the specified time of departure.***

About 2330 he received a dispatch",-* from the commander of the

Commander T-Force DesOpOrds 38 and 39, October 17th, 194J•, Detailed
Action Report No. 13, 708th Attack Unit (T-Force), Attack on Eneny
Task Force off Formosa, October 18th, 1944, WDC Document 160579,
NA 12409.

S: Takao Communications Unit Dispatch 172130 October 1944 to Commanders
SECOND Striking Force, FIFTH and SIXTH Base Air Forces, Detailed Action
Report No. 2, Northern Attack Force (SECOND Basc Air Force), October
10th - November 15th, 19144, WDO Document 161645, NA 12262.

*** Detailed Action Report, 901st Air Group Night Searches, October- 10th -

28th, 1944ý, WDC Document 160551, NA 12402.
* Coxmaunder 252nd Air Group Dispatch 172300 to Commander SIX•h base Air

Force and Cuna.a!d-r Wot.ern "+,tack Force ONE, War Diary 252nd Attack
Unit (701st Air Group), October 1944, WDC Dzcmpent 160258- NA 125V2.
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252nd Aie Group reporting the progress being made in the advance of THIRD
Air Fleet and 51st Air Flotilla units to Formosa. In this dispatch, he re-
ported that there were at Talchu sixty-Lhree aircraft of various types, of
which twenty-five were operational; at Tainan forty-four fighters, of which
thirty were operational; and at Taito ten carrier-type reconnaissance planes,
of which six were operational, and four carrier-type bombers, of which none
were operational. This was a total of 12). aircraft, of which sixty-one were
operational. He also reported that there were no maintenance personnel, that
the facilities of the Formosa bases were inadequate, and therefore requested
immediate shipment by air transport of maintenance personnel and needed sup-
plies, including auxitiary gac tarks, '2k.s. mosquito nets, etc.

(4) Operations of Commander Southwest Area Force, 0719 - 2400 October 17th.

Commander SW Area Force, who was at his headquarters in Manila, was
awaiting the results of the morning air searches conducted by Commander FIFTH
Base Air Force and the C.G. FOURTH Air ArnV, which, by 0719 had reported
nothing. He knew that his a..r searches covering the area to the eastward of
Luzon had departed; he also knew that the searches to the eastward of Leyte-
Samar had not departed, since the weather ii that area was very poor indeed,
with low visibility. What he was undoubtedly interested in was the possible
presence in the area to the eastward of Luzon of the task group (TG 38.4)
which had attacked Luzon on the previous day.

By this time, he knew that the SIXTH Pase Air Force had contacted two
enemry task groups, one at 0235 in Latitude 19'-05'N, Longitude 1250 -15'E and
one at 0250 in Latitude 20°-151N, Longitude 12° 0 -25IE.*

Commander SW Area Force at this time commanded the Western Force,
East Indies Force, Philippine Force, and North of Australia Force (which
forces consisted of light craft only), the THIRD and FIFTH Base Air Forces,
and all naval shore installations in the SW Area.** His Western Force was in
the Malayan area, his East Indies Force in the Netherlands East Indies, his
Philippine Force in tne Philippines, and his North of Australia Force in the
sea area north of Aubtralia.. Since, of the above fleets and base air forceb,
only the Philippine Fcrce ar:d the FIFTH Base Air Force were actively engaged
in the Battle for Leyte Gulf, the discussions will, in general, be confined
to the operations of thee two commands.

* Detailed Action Report, Commander 901st Air Group, Night Searches,

October 10th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 160551, NA 12402.
: Combined Fleit Operation Order No. 84, August Ist, 19"', Section C,

Combined Fleet Operation Orders and Serials, ATIS Document No. 39,
Part VIII), June 4th, 1945, page 227 (separate table) (NACHI Document).

-125-



Ca"4wwmm COM SW AREA FORCE

IT WILL BE OBSEKRVED FROM PLATE XIV THAT COMMANDER jW AREA FORCE
CO.MANDED IN PERSON BOTH THE PHILIPPINE FORCE AND TliE THIRD BASE AIR FORCE,
WHEREAS THE OTh'ER FORCES WER1E COM4ANDED BY SUBORDINATES. THIS CO147AND OR-
GANIZATION HAD THE SAME INHERENT DEFECT NOTED IN THE COMMENTS ON THE ALLIED
NAVAL COMMAND, SOWESPAC. TH&EE, CONIANDER ALLIED NAVAL FORCES SOWESPAC ALSO
COMMANDED THE SEVENTH FLEET AND THE CENTRAL PHILIPPINES ATTACK FORCE; IN
OTHER WORDS, TO EMPLOY CURRENT NAVAL SLANG, "HE WORE THREE HATS." HERE, CCVO.
MANDEa SW AREA FORCE LIKEWISE WORE THREE HATS. THE JAPANESE CONSIDERED THIS
UNSATISiACTORY, AND POINTED OUT LATER THAT IT BECAME A GREAT OBSTACLE TO COM-
MANDER SW AREA FORCE IN EXERCISING OVERALL COMMA•.ND.*

The Philippine force (THIRD Southern Expeditionary Fleet) appears to
have consisted at this time of about fifteen subchasers, three minecraft, one
gunboat, three transport groups (6th, 9th and 10th), three moLor toLepedo boat
groups (12th, 25th and 31st), two air groups (954th and 955th), a large number
of suicide boats, and a few midget submarines. Neither the number nor type
of units in the transport and PT boat groups or in the two air groups is known.
The latter may have had a few reconnaissance and observation planes. Because
other planned base facilities had not been completed, the suicide boats were
reportedly located at Corregidor and the midget submarines at Cebu, but whether
or not they were actually at these bases is not known since the data thereon
is inconclusive. From the above it is clear that the forces available to Comr-
mander Philippine Force** for the defense of the Leyte-Samar area were very
limited indeed arnd of nuicance value only.

At about 0749-the exact time being indeterminate-he received a dis-
patch from Commander Naval Lookout Post on Suluan Island, wherein that comr-
mander reported:

"One enenm battleship and six destroye's sighted on bearing 0650 (T).
Are penetrating strait, o650.*"*

This was evidently Allied Task Unit 78.4.4. composed of the light
cruiser DENVER, the destroyer A. W. GaANT, the high-speed transports CROSBY
and SANDS, and the high-speed minesweepers HOWARD, PALMER and CHANDLER, which
were preparing to seize Suluan Island. It will be observed that the Japanese
xecognition and identification was poor, and that once again they mistook a
cruiser for a battleship.

* Philippine Area Naval Operations, Part 1, May 1942 - September 1944,
Historical Section G-2, G(iQ FEC, File No. 8-5, JS-14.

** Philippine Area Naval Operations, Part I, May 1942-September 1944, ATIS
Document No. 34486 (undated), Historical Section G-?, GHQ, FEC, File No.
8-5, JS-14; also The Imperial Japanese Navy in World War II, prepared by
Military History Section Special St. "f, GHQ, FEC, February 1952.

***- Commander Naval Lookout Post Suluan loland Dispatch 170719 October 1944
presumably to all commands, War Diary ZUIKAKU, October 1944, WDC Document

!gl•'•gC ý1.7. I_./o
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Also about this time he received additional reports from Suluan
Island which reported additional eneny forces in that area; so, at 0755, as
Commander Philippine Force, he informed all commands that 'an enemy force of
two battleships, two cruisers and six other ships, apparently destroyers,
attacked this morning. in the vicinity of Suluan Island and are launching
landing craft.,* This report was incorrect, there being no battleships in
the area at this time. It is possible that the two "battleships" were the
cruisers COLUMBIA (off Point FIN) and DENVER; the two "cruisers" the des-
troyers BRYANT (off Point FIN) and A.W. GRANT; the six other ships being the
CHANDLER, HOWARD, PALMER, SANDS, and CROSBY, plus possibly the BREESE or the
PREBLE, both of which were operating in the vicinity of Point FIN.**

Although Commander SW Area Force may have been surprised by these
Allied operations, this seems unlikely, since as early as October loth, after
he had received the reports of the strikes by TF 38 on the Nansei Shoto, his
Chief of Staff had forwarded to all commands SW Area Force an estimate of the
situation, wherein he stated, in part, that "In view of the concentration of
enemy ships in the western New Guinea area, the appearance of enemy submarines
west of Luzon, and active enemy air operations against the southern Philip-
pines and Borneo, there is a strong possibility that the objective of the
present enemy task force operations is to cut our supply lines and prepare
the way for landing operations in the southern Philippines." He further
stated that"...If this is the case, it is possible that the enemy will follow
up with attacks on Formosa and the Philippines, and a strict alert is there-
fore necessary."***

During the days following the issuance of this estimate, Allied Opera-
tions had proceeded along the lines he had forecast, and both Formosa and
Luzon had been heavily hit. In view of the great successes claimed by the
Japanese base air forces, it is possible that he may for a time have been
shaken in his estimate, but it seems clear that the discovery of thirteen
carriers east of Formosa - Luzon on the preceding day had once again alerted
him to the possibility of invasion. Now, however, he likely changed his es-
timate from a landing in the southern Philippines to a landing in the Leyte-
Samar area,

Commander SW Area Force then, at 0805, directed his command to prepare

* Comnander Philippine Force Dispatch 170755 October 1944 to SW Area Force,
Detailed Action Report No. 13, DESRON 10, SHO Operations, October 17th -
31st, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 117"4.

* Volume I, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NAVPERS 91973), prepared by Naval War
College, page 62a.

*•?3 CofS SW Area Force dispatch 101554 October 1944 to SW Area Force, info
CinC Combined Fleet, etc., Detailed Action Report No. 13, DESRON 10, SHO
Operations, October 17th - 31st, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
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for the "P" Operation.* As has been pointed out previously, what was meant
by the "P" Operation is not entirely clear. However, it is understood that
it referred to certain local measures to be undertaken by his SW Area Force,
and therefore he was, by its issuance, preparing for the defense of the
Philippines. This would be the logical action to be taken by the force com-
mander.

At about this time, inasmuch as he was at Manila, he knew that Manila
had been attacked at 0800 by 100 enemy aircraft, and Legaspi by fifty aircraft.
This clearly showed that at least one of the Allied carrier task groups (TM
38.4) was still within striking range of the northern Philippines.** Ile pre-
sumably reported these air strikes to all commands, since the report was re-
ceived at Imperial General Headquarters. Actually, these Allied strikes had
consisted of 126 sorties.*-**

At about 0831 he received a dispatch from Commander Naval Lookput Post
on Suluan Island reporting that at 0745 three enemy ships were preparing for
landing ope rations.,-i *

At about 0839 he received CinC Combined Fleet's dispatch wherein that
commander ordered a fleet alert for SHO One.-H•:8-: Also about this time he
received Commander SIXTH Base Air Force instructions to that command to move
its entire strength to Formosa, to reorganize in accordance with previous
orders and to prepare to deploy to the Philippines. "*-Y-§- This projected de-
ployment of the SIXTH Base Air Force was not unexpected. As early as Septem-
ber 25th, CinC Combined Fleet had directed the SIXTH Base Air Force to be
prepared to move into the Philippines as demanded 'by the situation,H",*-ý-k

* Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 170805 October 1944 to SW Area Force
and East Indies Force (61st Air Flotilla), War Diary 61st Air Flo-
tilla, October 1944, WDC Document 161643, NA 12260.
Material for Situation Estimates, FIRST Section Naval General Staff,
October 17th, 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).
"Supra Chapter I, Operations of CTG 38.4 from 0719 - 2400 October 17th,
1944.
Commander Naval Lookout Post Suluan Island Dispatch 170801 October
1944 presumably to all commands, War Diary ZUIKAKU, October 1944,
WDC Document 161636, NA 11793.

-•- CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 170809 October 1944 to Combined Fleet
(Combined Fleet Special DesOpOrd 11), Detailed Action Report No. 3,

YAMATO, SHO One Antiair and Surface Action, October 17th - 28th, 1944,
WDC Document 161639.

•-•-,-* SIXTH Base Air Force DesOpOrd 71 to SIXTH Base Air Force, Detailed
Action Report 256th Air Group, October 13th - November 17th, 1944,
WDC Document 161422, NA 12426.

- CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 252118 September 1944 to Combined Fleet
(Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 311), Military History Section, GHQ, FEC ltr
dated January 10th, 1952 to President, Naval War College.
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and on Septemnber 27th, Coumnander SIXTH Base Air Force had directed his comn.-
mand, aatong other items, to be prepared to move up to the Philippines since
Jmperial General Headquarters anticipated activation of SHO One during or
after th• last ten days of October.*

At 01'47 as Comma.nder Philippine Force, and presusiably ýecause of his
activation of "P" Operation, he activated the "S" Operation.** It is not
known exactly wbt this operations was, but it seems likely that it referred
to certain limited oprations to be undertaken by his small surface forces.

At about O050 he received CinC Combined Fleet's 170835 SHO One
Alert. •••

't about 0900 he received word that an Allied task roup consisting
of two carriers and nine other ship,'; had been contacted at u830 bearing
O85"(T), distant 245 miles from Manila.*-*

At about 0918 he likely received CinO Combined Fleet's directive to
the Advance Expeditionary Force to prepare immediately to sortie his subma-
rines in full strength to the central and southern Phillppines.*w** This
was of c'-nsiderable importance to him because it not only showed that head-
quarters was anticipating Allied operations in the Philippines, but it also
alerted him to The fact that after a few days Japanese as well as Allie.d sub-
marines would be operating off his snores, and he would have to take measures
accordingly.

During the forenoon he received the Chief of Staff Combined Fleetts

Corniander SIXTH Base Air Force Operation Order No. 13, September 27th,
1914, issued from Headquarters at Kanoya, Southern Kyushu, file of
Captain Bunzo Shibata, Senior 3taff officer, SIXTH Base Air Force,

Army Historical Division Microfilm HS-18, Item D.
Co)mmander Philipine Force Dispatch 170847 October 1944 to all flags
SW Area Force, etc., Detailed Action Report ZUIKAKU, SHO Operations,
October 20th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161008.

•-• CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 170835 October 1944 to Combined Fleet
(Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 351), Detailed Action Report, FIRST Striking
Force, SH,' Operation, October 16th - 26th, 1944, WDC Document 161641,
NA 11839,

• V'ce Aumiral YAtome Ugaki, IJN, (COMBATDIV 1), Personal Diary, SENSO-
ROKu, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953)
Volume II.

•:• CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 170848 Octolcer 194", to Conmmander Advance
Expeditionary Force (Combined Fleet DesOpOrf 352), War Diary ZIJIKAKTI,
October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
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dispatches 170908,* wherein the Chief of Staff forecast a probable Allied
landing in the south - central Philippines and estimated that the Main Force
would lure the enemy carrier force to the north to assist the FIRST Striking
Force in its penetration of the objective area, and 170946,4* wherein the
Chief of Staff, pinpointing th-- above, estimated a strong possibility of a
landing attempt by Halsey in ý:'e Leyte - Samar area and by MacArthur on
Mindanao.

At about 0945 he received a report of the sightinL of an enemy car-
rier group east of Formosa bearing 100 0 (T), distant 360 miles from Takao.
With this report he had now ceceived contact reports on four Allied task
groups -- three off Formosa - Luzon and one east of the Philippines.*i

Also at about this time he received a report from Commander 901st
Air Group reporting the night search results. In addition to reporting the
contacts previously reported he reported that there was a possibility of
slight error in the 0250 contact report. He also reported the weather in the
area of the contacts a,: partly cloudy, broken clouds, ceiling 2000 metersx i!•-*

He also, at about 0958, received CinC Combined Fleet's dispatch di-
recting the FIRST Striking Force to sortie immediately and advance to
Brunei *

Sometime after 1137 he received reports that Davao in southern Min-
danao was being bombed, comnencing at that time, by sixty B-20's. He later
learned that these planes had dropped their bombs at sea some five to six
kilometers from Davao Airfield No. 1.*ý** (This strike was actually con-
ducted by fifty-nine FIFTH Air Force B-24's from Biak, which reported having

* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 170908 October 1944 to Main Force, De-
tailed Action Report ZUIKAKU, SHO One Operation, October 20th - 25th,
1944, WDC Document 161008.
CofS Combined Fleet Dispatcli 170946 October 3944 to CofS SIXTH Base
P - Force, Action Report Commander FIdST Striking Force, SHO Operation;
(O,. cober 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 1183 9.

3A* Philippine Area Naval Operations, Part II, October - December 1944,
Second Demobilization Bureau, Japanese Uovernment, October 1947,
Department of the Army, Historical Division File 8-5, JS-104.

-: Commander 901st Air Group Dispatch 170915 October 1944 to CinC Com-
bined Fleet, Commander SIXTH Base Air Force, Detailed Action Report
Night Searches, Commander 901t Air Group, October 10 - 2,fth, 1944,
'.4DC Document 160551, NA 12402.

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 170928 October 1944 to Commander FTP5T
Striking Force (Combined Fleet DebOpOrd 353), Detailed Action Report
SHIGURE, Battle for Leyte Gulf, October 23rd - 27th, 1944, WDC Docu-
ment 161717 (Part IV), NA lO1.

** War Diary Commander 61st Air Flotilla, October 1944, ejDC DocLunnt
161643, NA 12260.
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heavily damaged oil installations and dock).*

What Comminder Sf1 Area Force thought o. this air strike is nowhere
stated, but it is likely that, since this was the first air strike of con-
sequence against Davao during October, he was somewhat concerned about a pos-
sible landing in that area. Perhaps this was a prelude to MacArthur's
landing which had been f recast that very morning by the Chief of Staff
Combined Fleet. Actually, although this air strike may have had some success
in diverning Japanese attention from the Leyte area, it was not planned that
way by C.G. FIF'CH Air Force. It was iiitended to be a neutralizing blow to
assist in the isolation of the Allied western flank of KING lI.+*

At about 1140 he received a contact report from a Kanoya search plane
which reported that at 1110 in Latitude 22-O05'N, Longitude 1270-35'E it had
sighted two carriers, two battleships and ten other ships proceeding west.***

Daring the forenoon and early afternoon the Alties landed troops of
the SIMTh Ranger Battalion on Black Beach THREE cort' .rn Dinagat Island.****
However, since no opposition was encountered and since the Japanese air oper-
ations owing to the poor flying weather were ve-y limited, this landing was
unobserved.

At about L231 he received the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's dis-
patch 171201, wherein the Chief of Staff advised, in part, that "Assuming
that the enemy will make a landing in the Leyte - Samar area, it is estimated
that th3 FIRST Striking Force will be able to carry out its penetration just
before dawn on October 22nd, and that the Main Force, acting in support, will
sortie on the morning of the 19th, advancing to the waters east of Luzon
Strait by the evening of October 21st."•*•**

Since here was the first concrete estimate of the situation by CinC
Combined Fleet's headquarters this dispatch was of great importance to Com-
mander SW Area Force as it estima-ued, by implication, that the probable enemy

* Weekly Intelligence Review No. 47, October 15th - 21st, Headquarters,
FIFTH Air Force.
Commander Allied Air Forces SOWESPAC, Operation Irstructions, revised,
No. 71/1, October 5th, 1944.

*** Detailed Action Report No. 2, Northern Attack Force, SECOND Base Air
Force, October iOth - November 15th, 194b, WDC Documnenit 161645,
NA 12262.

**** War Diaries WARD, SCHLEY, October 17th, 1944; also Action Report CTG
78.4, Report of Dinagat Group, Serial 0018, undated but probably Nov-
ember 1944.

*•** CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 171201 October 1944 to Corimander Mobile
Force, Commander FIRST Striking Force, etc., Detailed Action Report
Hyuga, SHO Operations, October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161006,
NA 12604,.
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landing date wouAd be October 22nd. There was much that he had to do and
perhaps much more additional that he might be able to do with his air forces
and surface forces. But principally hc had (a) to loc.Lte as soon as possible i
the Allied amphibious forces which were presumably approaching, (b) to make
arrangements for thc_ basing of the SIXTH Base kir Force should it rmove into
the Phil.ippines as seemed likely, (c) to do what he could to strengthen the
F)'FT1 Base Air Force, possibly from the THIRD Base Air Force, and (d) to do
wnat he could with his light surface forces and air forces to interfere with
,he operations of the Allied advance forces, in the Leyte - Samar area. 4

About this time he learned from his airmen that as of 1230 one battle-
ship, two cruisers and eight destroyers had been sighted at 1230 westward of
Suluan Island.* These ships were evidently the LENVER, BRYANT, A. W. GRANT,
CHAI •E•, HOW9ARD., PAULMR, SANDS, CROSBY, and PREBLE or BREESE.

Meanwhile he noted that CinC Combined Fleet had moved from Takao to

Shinchiku. -:-

At about 1245 he learned thait the FIRST Striking Force would sortie
from Lingga at 0100 on the following morning and would arrive at Brunei on
October 20th.ý:-" A liftle later he received word that the Main Force would
be unable to sortie from the Inland Sea until afternoon of October 20th. As
a result of this information he could clearly see that X-day for the penetra-
tion of the Leyte - Samar sea area by the FIllT Striking Force would neces-
sarily be delayed until at least October 23rd. This wa: important to him
since his own activities with his limited forces, would necessarily be ex-
tended.

At about 1651 he received a dispatch from CinC Combined Fleet restor-
ing the AKISHIMIO and HAYASHIMO to the FIRST Striking Force."-'k-; These two
destroyers had been temporarily transferred to his cormand for the purpose of
transporting the Headuuarters of the THIRTY-FIRST Army from Manila to Saigon
but from this dispatch he could sec that these destroyers would no longer be
available for this purpose.

During the afternoon he likely received Lhe message directing the re-
turn to the Main Force of tho.3e .-lanes of the 634th and 653rd Air P.wroups still
in the homeland. This was of interest since it possibly reduced the number

Philippir.e Area Eaval Operations, Part II, October-Iecember 1944, SE;COND

Demobilization Bureau Japanese Government, October 1947, Department of
Arm Historical Division File No. 8-5, JS-1O4.

*- CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 1713P9 October 1944 to all commands, War
Diary 61st Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC Document 161643, NA 12260.

x-•* Commander FIRST Striking Force Dispatch 171215 October 1944 to CinC Corm-
bined Fleet, Comuander Mobile Force, War Diary ZUIKAKU, October 1st -

25th 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
* War Diary AKISHIIMO, October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
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oC SIXTH Base Air Force planes which might be sent to the Philippines.*
The 171406 message, which was from the Chief of Staff Combined F%).t, direc-
ted, in addition, that the SIXTH Base Air Force wa:J to concentrate in the
Fonosa area, to regroup, and then to move to the Philippinrs as the situa-
tion permitted.*

Finally, at about 2133 he learned that Commander FIRST Striking
Force had advised CinO Combined Fleet that he would be ready to leave Brunei
on the morning of October 22nd and would arrive off the eastern entrance to
San Bernardino Strait sometime on October 2-4th depending on the speed of ad-
vance chosen.** This limited X-day to October 24th at the earliest.

What action he took during the night to counter operations of Allied
advance forces operating in the vicirnity of Leyte Gulf is not available to
this study, but he seems to have accomplished little or nothing. Perhaps
the bad weather had affected his projected operations, perhaps he had decided
not to commit his forces at this time, since most, if not all, of the Allied
advance forces had retired during the night.

(a) Operations of Conmmander FIFTH Base Air Force, 0719 - 2400 Oct-
ober 17th.

At 0719 Commander FIFTH Base Air Force, at his headquarters in
Manila, was awaiting t e results of his air searches, and was preparing plans
for the employment of his aircraft. At this time he had available some 163

* Commander Main Force Dispatch 171350 October 1944 to lain Force, FIRST
Striking Force, ebc., (Main Force DesOpOrd 7), Detailed Action Report
OYODO, SHO Operations, October 20th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161007;
also CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 171406 0c.ober 1944 to Commander SIXTH
Base Air Force, War Diary 252nd Attack Unit (701st Air Group), October
13th - 31st, 1944, WDC Doctuient 160258, NA 12592; also Commander Main
Force Dispatch 171625 October 1944 to Main Force, Cin' Combined Fleet,
etc., (Main Force DcsOpOG d 10), Detailed Action Report OYODO, SHO Opera-
tions, October 20th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161007.

* Commander FIRST Striking Force Dispatch 172103 October 1944 to CinC Com-
bined Fleet, Detailed Action F'eport, Commander FIRST Strikiriý Force, SHO
Operations, October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11834.
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planes, of which ninety-eight were operational.* As yet he had received
no contact •eports from his own planes. He had reason to believe that some
searches for which he was responsible had been launched, notably th-se
searches to the eastward of Luzon, because the weather there was generally
good. He knew, of course, thai. the searches to the eastward of the central
Philippines were, in general, not Leing made, since the weather there was
poor for flying. Unfortunately, documentation is not available indicating
exactly what searches were flown, what contact reports made, or what other
information concerning searches in the Philippines was available to him during
this period. Virtually the only Japanese information available to this study
is the _-arch plan jointly agreed to by Commander FIFTH Fase Air For e and
the Commanding General FOURTH Air Army, which wrs discussed in detail in
Volume I of this study.** As previously noted, it has been assumed that this
search plan was executed in the absence of indications to the contrary.

He knew by Lhis time that the SIXTV Rase Air Force had contacted two,
what appeared to be, enemy task groups, one at 0235 in Latitude 19 0 -05'N1
Longitude 1250 -15'E, and one at 0250 in Latitude 20 0 -15'N. Longitude 124l-

S In Volume I of this study (Volume I, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NAVPFRS
91973), prepared by the Naval War College, Chapter III, Section (g),
Composition of Forces and Tasks Assigned, page 454, also Discussion of
Losses of Japanese Aircraft October l0th to 0719 October 17th, 1944,
pages 450 - 452) the strengths of the FIFTH Base Air Force and FOURTH
Air Arny as of 0719 October 17th were constructed by applying their
plane losses on October 17th and 18th to the strengths recorded as of
1800 October 18th, thirty-three and sixty-nine respectively. That is,
the claims made by the Allies for the two days were corrected by the
empirical factors developed in Volume I, divided equally, and added to
the later known strengths. This procedure established the operational
strength of the FOURTH Air ArPy at 123 planes and the FIFTH base Air
Force at eii.hty-seven planes. Information recently received from Japan
indicated (a) a strength of 105 operational planes in the FOURTH Air
Arigy on October 17th and 18th, (b) a loss of thirty-six planes by the
FOURTH Air 2 rmy on October 17th and 18th, and (c) the arrival of eight
reinforcement planes in the FIFTH Base Air Force on October 18th.
Therefore, accepting the computed 109 planes as the total Japanese plane
losses for the two days, the FIFTH Base Air Force lost seventy-three
planes (109-36). This seventy-three added to twenty-five (thirty-three
on hand at 1800 October 18th less the eight received on that day) indi-
cates that as of 0719 October 17th, the FIFTH Base Air Force had an
operational strength of nine-eight planes.
Volume I, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NAMJTERS 91973), prepared by the Naval
War College, Chapter III, Section (a) (3), page 212.

S-Detailed Action Report, Commander 901st Air Group, Night ',earches, Oct-
ober 10th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 160551, NA 1240?.
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V The weather was sky 9/10 overcast, wind velocity seventeen knots
from northeast, ceiling 8,000 feet, visibility fifteen miles, eea slight
with slight swell, which made flying conditions good.

At about 0749 Commander FIFTH Base Air Force received the flash
report of enemy forces off Suluan, and thereafter received other reports of
operations in that area.

At about 0800 he was aware of the attacks by enemy carrier aircraft
in the Manila and Legaspi areas.*

About 0839 he likely received a dispatch from CinC Combined Fleet
ordering SHO One alert.** Whether he took any immediate action is not known,
but it is known that a single-engine plane was sighted by the Allied mine-
sweepers in Leyte Gulf at 0955. This would indicate that Japanese recon-
naissance planes were in the area, but does not indicate whether they were

Army or Navj planes.

At about 0900 he received positive information that Japanese searches
were being made to the eastward of Luzon for at that time he received a 0830
contact report on an Allied carrier task group consisting of two carriers and
nine other ships bearing 0850 (T), distant 245 miles from Manila.* This
position was very close to the actual position of TG 38.4. The composition
given was clearly in error in that there were four carriers instead of two
and thirteen other ships instead of rine.•.

At about 0929 he may have received a report of an air raid on Okina-

wa.*-• Such a report probably made little impression because by this time
it was apparent to him that the focus of operations was definitely moving to
the Philippines.

During the morning, at about 0945, he received a report of the sight-
ing of an enemy carrier group east of Formosa:'•'* bearing 1000 (T), dist'rnl

* Philippine Area Naval Operations, Part II, October - December 1944,

Second Demobilization Bureau, Japanese Government, October 1947, Depart-
ment of the Army, Historical Division File No. 8-5, JS-104; also
Material for Situation Estimates, First Section Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Document 216764, (Microfilm).
CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 170309 October 1944 (Special DesOpOrd 14)
to Flags Combined Fleet, Detailed Action Report No. 3, YAMA'TO, SHO One
Antiair and Surface Action, October 17th - 28th, 1944, WDC Dooument
161639.

S-Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN (COI1BATDIV 1) Personal Diary, SENSOROKU,
Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo),March 15th, 1953) Vol. II.

* War Diary ABUKUMA, October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
*~ Philippine Area Naval Operations, Part II, October - December 1944,

Second Demobilization Bureau, Japanese Government, October 1947, Depart-
ment of the Army Historical Division File No. 8-5, JS-104; also I)etailed
Action Report No. 13, 708th Attack Unit (T-Force), Night Torpedo Attack
on Enemy Task Force off Formosa, October 18th, 1944, WDO Document 160571
NA 1240.
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360 miles from Takao. With this contact he had now received contact reports
on four Allied task groups -- three off Formosa - Luzon and org. east of the
Philippines.

Some time after 1137 he received word that sixty B-24's (actually
there were fifty-nine) had attacked Davao unsuccessfully, their bombs falling
into the sea five to six kilometers from Davao No. 1 Airfield.*

At about 1140 he ]ikely received a Kanoya search plane report of an
enemy task group at 1110 east of Formosa.**

As a result of the reports of enemn operations in the vicinity of
Suluan, he had at sometime during the morning ordered a search from Legaspi
to reconnoiter the situation. One plane of this search group -- a two-engined
plane -- was sighted by the Allied minesweepers in Leyte Gulf at 1208. This
search reported that as of 1230, one battleship, two cruisers and eight des-
troyers were west of Suluan Island.***

Since the headquarters of Commander FIFTH Base Air Force were in

Manila, as were those of Commander SW Area, it is assumed that the various
messages received by Commander SW Area were likewise received by Commander
FIFTH Base Air Furce. The message which most concerned the latter commander
was the dispatch CinC Combined Fleet to Commander SIXTH Base Air Force,
wherein that commander was directed to concentrate on Formosa, to regroup and
to move his strength to the Philippirnas as permitted by the situation.-***
This message concerned Commander FIFTH Base Air Force because at 0719, as has
been pointed out earlier, planes in his corimnand had consisted of but eighty-
seven of all types and he required reinforcement if he was to contribute in
any degree toward the defeat of the Allied invasion forces. He knew, oZ
course, that if an element or a major part of the SlXTH Base Air Force was
sent to the northern Philippines they would report to him for duty; but
should the full strength of the force (505 operational aircraft) deploy to
the northern Philippines, a different command situation would obtain. In
this case, either he operated in conjunction with Commander SIXTH Base Air

* War Diary 61st Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC Document 161643, NA 12260.
** Izumi Air Base Dispatch 171822 October 1944 to SIXTH Base Air Force

Battle Report Addresseez, Detailed Action Report No. 2, Northern Attack
Force (SECOND Base Air Force), October 10th - November 15th, 1944, WDC
Document 161645, NA 12262.

•* Philippine Area Naval Operations, Part II, October - December 1944,Second Demobilization Bureau, Japanese Government, October 1947, Depart-
ment of the ArnW Historical Division File No. 8-5, JS-104; also Material
for Situation Estimates, First Ser~tion Naval General Staff, October 1944,
WDC Document 216764 (MicrofiL'a).

** CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 17)406 October 1944 to Commander SIXTH Base
Air Force, Commander Kanoya Detlchment War Diary, 252nd Attack Unit
(701st Air Group), October 13th - 31st, 1944, WDC Document 160258,
NA 12592.
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Force or else Oommander SIXTH Base Air Force assumed unified command of
both Base Air Forces.*

During the day Commander FIFTH Base Air Force learned, among other
items, that (a) three land attack planes which had been transferred to
Nichols Field, Manila, from Davao had arrived; (b) between 0605 and 1420 a
total of thirty carrier planes had struck Airai in the Palaus; and (c) at
about 1230 six P-38's and four B-24's had bombed Sarangani (Mindanao).•*

At 1515 Commander FIFTH Base Air Force, possibly under instructions
from Commander SW Area, launched a strike of thirteen aircraft from Clark
Field against the Allied forces operating within Leyte Gulf but the strike
was turnod back at 1804 by weather, several planes being lost.•*-

Inasmuch as the search planr*• provided that in the event attacks
were received while the enery position was still undetermined, additional
searches would be ordered, it is reasonable to assume that Commander FIFTH
Base Air Force ordered some additional searches, but when or where is not
available to this analysis.

No further operations are recorded for Commander FIFTH Base Air Fo-rce.
It can, however, be safely stated that he spent the remainder of the day
planning, in conjunction with the Commanding General FOURTH Air Army, for
future operationo against the enemy invasion force and making arrangements
for basing, servicing and utilization of anticipated reinforcements.

THIS WAS NWCESSARY SINCE THE ARMY-NAVY CENTRAL AGREEM•NT PROVIDED

THAT (1) WHEN THE PRIMARY EKPHASIS WAS ON SEA OPERATIONS, THAT PORTION OF
THE FOURTH AIR ARIrf UNITS ASSIGNED TO SEA ATTACK OPERATIONS WOULD BE UNDER i
THE TACTICAL COM1MAND OF COMMANDER FIFTH BASE AIR FORCE, AND (2) WMN THE PRI-

MARY EMPHASIS WAS ON LAND OPERATIONS, THAT PORTION OF THE FIFTH BASE AIR FORCE
REQUIRED P'O SUPPORT THL ARMY WOULD BZ UNDER THE TACTICAL CONVAND OF THE C.G.
FOURTh AIR ARMY. IT ALSO PROVIDED THAT BOTH AIR FORCES WOULD, BY A "CONCERTED

* SIXTH Base Air Force OpOrd No.6, September 6th,1944,File of Captain Maio

Shibata, IJN, Staff Officer, SIXTH Base a•ir Force, October 10th - 23rd,
1944, Department of the Army Historical Division Microfilm 11S-18, Item D.

** War Diary 61st Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDlC Document 161643, NA 12260.
**~ Philippine Area Naval Operations Part II, October-December 1944, Second

Demobilization Bureau Japanese Government, October 1947, Department of
the Army Historical Division File 8-5, JS-104; also Appendix thereto.

:-•- Documents from file of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, IJA, Staff
Officer, FOURTH Air Army, Department of the Army Historical Division
Microfilm HS-7.
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UTILIZATION OF FORCES," DESTROY THE ENEMY.* AN IMPLUEMETATION AGREE1MNT,
SPECIFICALLY PROVIDING FOR JOINT ACTION PRIOR TO ACTIVATING SHO, PROVIEED
IN PART THAAr WHEN SURPRISE AND GENERAL OFFENSIVE ATTACKS WERE BEING MADE
THEY WERE TO EMPLOY, AS NECESS.ARY, ALL NAVAL AIRCRAFT OF THE FIFTH BASE AIR
FORCE BASED IN THE PHILIPPINES AND MOST OF THE ARMY FIGHTER STRENGTH AND
S41E OF THE BOMBER STRENGTH BASED IN THE PHILIPPINES.**

Japanese information concerning planes lost by the FIFTH Base Air
Force on this day is incomplete and therefore, in determining the number of
planes lost, it has become necessary to evaluate Allied claims on the basis

"- of empirical factors developed in Volume I.*** On this day the Allies claimed
that TG 38.4 had destroyed twenty-one planes in the air and thirty on the
ground, a total of fifty-one aircraft. This has been evaluated as a total of
twenty-five operational aircraft.*•-*

Noraally, as developed in Volume Ij** these computed losses would
have be-en equally divided between the FIFTH Base Air Force and FOURTH Air
Army. However, if the FOURTH Air Army figure of planes is accepted this
arbitrary division of losses for this day is not applicable.

The FOURTH Air Arri lost twenty planes (Operations of C.G. FOURTH
Air Army 0719 - 2400 October 17th). Based on this fact and on the above
computation, the FIFTH Base Air Force, lost but five planes.

This loss reduced the FIFTH Base Air Force operational aircraft to
ninety-three and available aircraft to 155% These figures do not include
several aircraft which may have been lost operationally this day.

* Arvy-Navy Central Agreement Concerning SHO Air Operations, concluded
July 24th, 1944, Supplement to Imperial General Headquarters Navy
Section Directive 435, July 26th, 1944, WDC Document 216769
(Microfilm).

** Documents from file of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, Staff Officer
FOURTH Air Arwy (Agreement probably made late summer 1944), Department
of the Army Historical Division, Microfilm •S-7.

*•-• War bollege Analysis based on claims of CTG 38.4 as corrected by
empirical factors derived by analysis, Volume I, Battle for Leyte Gulf
(NAVPERS 91973), prepared by the Naval War College, Chapter III,
Section (e) (3), Discussion of Losses of Japanese Aircraft, October
10th - 0719 October 17th, 1944, pages 449 - 451.

**** Evaluation equals 21 x .64 (Ratio of actual Japanese losses to Allied
claims) , 30 x .64 x .6 (assumed percentage of operational aircraft
based on analysis of SIXTH Base Air Force Operations - 13 (approximate)
S12 (approximate) = 25 planes.
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(B) Operations of C. G. FOURTH AIR ARMY 0719-2400 October 17th.

C. G. FOURTH Air Arnq was in his Manila Headquarters maintaining close
liaison with Commander FIFTH Base Air Force. He had available some 175
planes of which but 105 were operational.* Prior to 0719 he had launched at
least some of the short-range searches for which he was responsible, but he
had received no contact reports.

PRIOR TO THIS DATE, THE OPERATIONS OF C. G. FOURTH AIR ARMY HAD BEEN
PRIMARZLY DEFENSIVE; THE SINGLE EXCEPTION BEING AN ATTACK ON THE ALLIED TASK
FCERCE WHICH HE HAD ORDERED IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE NAVY ON OCTOBER 13TH,**
AND WHICH HAD BEEN ABORTIVE OWING TO BAD WEATHER. HIS BASIC CONCEPT CALLED
FOR CONCENTRATING HIS MAIN AIR STRENGTH AT THE LAST POSSIBLE MOMENT PRIOR TO
LAUNCHING A GENERAL ATTACK IN O74lKR TO PRLVENT EARLY LOSS OF STRENGTH TO
ALLIED ATTACKS. THIS CONCEPT WAS IN ACCORD WITH THE BASTC SHO CONCEPT OF
THE MAXIMUM PRACTICABLE CONSERVATION OF AIR STRENGTH UNTIL THE DECISIVE BATTLE
HAD BEEN JOINED. HE HAD LEARNED FROM HIS EXPERIENCE WITH THE ALLIED STRIKES
AGAINST THI PHILIPPINES IN SEPTrEMBER THAT IN ORDER TO PRESERVE HIS AIR STRENGm4
IT WAS NECESSARY TO KEEP AS MANY OF HIS PLANES AS POSSIBLE OUT OF CARRIER PLANE
RANGE.*- FOR THIS REASON HE DESIGNATED THE MALAY AND SHANGHAI AREAS AS CON-
CENTrATING POINTS FOR REINFORCING UNITS. THESE PARTICULAR AREAS HAD BEEN
CHOSEN TO PRECLUDE THE POSSIBILITY OF BAD VEATHER INTERFERING WITH THE MOVE-
FENT TO THE PHILIPPINES.***•

In this connection, he had also moved units of the SECOND Air Division as
follows: two heavy bombers (12th and 62nd) regiments to Malaya and two
assault (65th and 66th) regiments to north Borneo in order to keep them out
of reach of Allied carrier planes. -"*

Two factors caused some modification in implementing the above concept:
(1) the necessity of protecting shipping in arder to make possible the build-
up of Philippine defenses and (2) the failure of concealment and other passive
measures to prevent air losses, making offensive action against Allied carrier
forces necessary. The first of these factors led CinC Southern ArTV in early
October to transfer two fighter regiments (26th anc' 204th) from tbhe THIRD Air

* Daily Record of the War Situation, GHQ FEC Special Historical Collection,
Supporting Docunents to Gleneral of the Armr Douglas MacArthur's Histor-
ical Report on Allied Operations in the 5outhwvt Pacific Area (Item 4,
Footlocker 10 of 10, SNPA Series, Vol. II).

* FOURTH Air ArnV Operations Order A-489, Documents from file of Lieutenant
Colonel Katsuo Sato, IJA, Staff Officer FOURTH Air Army, Department of
the AruZ, Historical Division, Microfilm H[.-7.

*- Philippine Air Operation, Phase II, 1944-45, First Demobilization Bureau
Monograph, Japanese Governirent, October 1946, Vol. 46, Part I (Colonel
Matsumae, ex-IJA), paragraph II,B.3.a.2.

•w• Ibid, Paragraph II.B.4..
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Army to the FOURTH Air Army in order to provide for the defense of Manila
shipping* which had been lacking in air protection because of the destruction
of most of its fighter units prior to any Allied air attacks in October. The
second led to the joint agreement with the Navy concerning operations against
eal Lj task forces** which was to apply prior to the activation of the SHO
Operation. This agreement, which was discussed in Volume I,**-* called for
the FOURTH Air Army in conjunction with the Navy: (a) to conduct searches
east of the Philippines, (b) to make joint attacks on enemy carrier forces,
and (c) to intercept enemy aircraft attar-king the Philippines.

At this time, he had within the FOURTH Air Army three subordinate com-
mands: (a) The SE&VNTH Air Division with headquarters in the Makassar area
which was organic to the FOURTH Air Army; (b) the SECOND Air Division with
headquarters in Manila; and (c) the FOURTH Air Division also with headquarters
in hanila. He was also to command (effective upon its departure from the
homeland) the THTITIETH Fighter Group which had recently been organized from
"picked strength" of fighter units in the homeland.*-`-*

The latter two air divisions had been transferred to the Philippines from
Manchuria in mid-May. Upon their transfer, an unusual split in their organ-
ization and assignment of responsibilities had been made. All flying units
of both divisions had been placed under the commander of the SECOND Air Div-
ision while all service units had been placed under the commander of the
FOURTH Air Division. The reasons given for this organizational split were
(a) to provide for better control of air attacks (SECOND Air Division) and
(b) to expedite air base construction (FOURTH Air Division).*** Although
not absolute (a few reconnaissance plane units remained in the FOURTH Air
Division),***** this split is mentioned here to permit a better understanding
of the later assignment of tasks by the C. C. FOURTH Air Army.

* Philippine Air Operations, Phase II, 1944-45, First Demobilization
Bureau Monograph, Japanese Government, October 19146, Vol. 46, Part I
(Colonel Matsumae, ex-IJA), paragraph II,. B.loc,
Agreement Concerning Operations Against Enemy Task Forces concluded
by C.G. FOURTH Air Army and Conmiander FIFTH Base Air Force, date un-
known, but believed to be September or early October 194'&, contained
in Documents from file of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, IJA, Staff
Officer FOURTH Air AriW, Department of the Army Historicl1 Division,
Microfilm HS-7.

~'** Volume I, Lattle for Leyte Gulf (NAVPERS 91973), prepared by the
Naval War College, Chapter III, page 212.

*• Imperial General Headquarters, Army High Command Record, Mid-1941-
August 1945, GHqs, FEC, Military History Section, Japanese Research
Division, Japanese Monograph, No. 45 (pages 127 and 149).

* Documents from file of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, IJA, Staff
Officer FOURTH Air Army, "Aircraft Strength of FOURTH Air Division.,"
Department o the Army, Historical Division, Microfilm HS-7.
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in order to provide for the incorporation into the FOURTH Air Army of
ant..cipated reinforcements and to serve as a guide in issuing later orders,
C.G. FOURTH Air Army caused a draft plan of operations after mid-October to
be drawn up by his staff.* Although he had not formially adopted this draft
plan prior to the start of the decisive battle, he had distributed it to
unit comnanders and it was generally followed by the FOURTH Air Army in the
conduct of operations.*

Essentially this plan provided for:

(a) The SECOND Air Division to perform FCURTH Air Army missions under
the joint agreement and to protect shipping in Manila Bay.

(b) The FOURTH Air Division to conduct antisubmarine patrol and to com-
plete the construction and preparation of air bases.

(c) The SEVENTH Air Division to conduct attacks against Morotai and
reconnaissance of western New Guinea.

(d) The incorporation of the THIRTIETH Fighter Group and the assumptioi.
by that group of the bulk of current missions of the SECOND Air Division.

It further provided that if enemy landings were started in the central
or southern Philippines, virtually all the forces available to C.G. FOURTH
Air Army (including the THIRTIETH Fighter Group) were to be concentrated
under the comunand of the C.G. SECOND Air Division and given the ndssion of
destroying the enemy landing convoy. C. G. FCRTH Air Division was to be
given the responsibility for antiaircraft defense of the Manila district,
while the mission of C. 0. SEVEN1h Air Division was to remain unchanged.

On the previous day, %. G. FOUR1i Air A Il had followed this draft plan
in issuing Operations Order No. A-497"*to provide for the incorporation of
the THIRTIE'IH Fighter Group. In that order, he had set midnight October 25th
as the tentative time for the THIRTIETH Fighter Group to assume its nissions.

Documents from file of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, IJA, Staff
Officer FOURTH Air Army, "Draft Clan of FOURTH Air Army Operations
after mid-October", Department of the ArnV, Historical Division,
Microfilm HS-7.

** Philippine Air Operations, Phase I1, 1944-45, First Demobilization
Bureau Monograph, Japanese Government, October 1946, Vol. 46, Part
I (Colonel Matsumae, ex-IJA), paragraph II.B.3.b.

*** FOURZTH Air Army Operations Order A-497, Documents from fi le of Lieutenant
Colonel Katsuo Sato, IJA, Staff Offi(ýer FCUR'TH Air Army, Department of the,
Army Historical Division, Microfilm HS-7.
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His Chief of Staff, in an amplifying directive* had set the "first ten days
in November" as the deadline for the completion of decisive battle dijposi-
tions.

SINCE (A) IMPERIAL GENERAL HEADQUARTE-LS (NAVY LSECTION) ON SEPTLEiiBE IST
HAD ADVTISED CINC COMBINED FLEET THAT IT ANTICIPATHD THAT THE SHO OPERATION
WOULD BE EXECUTED IN TlE PHILIPPINES DURING OR AF'TER TILE LAST TEN DAYS OF
OCTOBER,N AND (B) ITERIAL GENERAL IIEADQUARTERS (ARMY SECTION) ON SEPTEMBER
22ND HAD ADVISED, AMONG OTHER UNITS, CINC SOUTheRN AWMY, 'PAT IT ANTICIPATED
THAT THE SHe OPERATION WOULID BE EXECUTIED IN TH PHIIIPIN'I•S' IN AND AFTIý-- T11L

LATTER PART OF OCTOBER***, DOES IT NOT SEEM SURFPISING THAT PIS P]RIOD WAS
CHOSEN? IT SEEMS CORRECT TO SAY THAT 'ME NAVY DIRECTIVE AND TIHE ARMY DIREC-
TiVE 'AERE TO ALL INTENTS AND PURPOSES IDENTICAL SINCE 7iE ARMY DIRC' "IVE
WENT ON TO SAY MHAT "THE COMMANDERS OF 'TE SOUCIJIERN ARMY, CHINA EXPE;•DITIONAIU
APRMY AND THE FORMOSA ARMY 'WERE TO COMPL•':'T, THEIR OPERATIONAL PRE-PARtATIONS BY
THE LATTER PART OF OCTOBER.ýý- COULD IT HAVE BEEN THAT C. G. FC1JR¶I1 AIR
ARMY ESTIMATED THAT THIS WOULD BE T!*E EARLIEST PR.ACTICABLE TIv% IN 'AWHICH TE
FOURTH AIR ARMY COULD FE COMPLETELY DISPOSED F011 DECISIVE BATTLE:?

As of 0719, his subordinate conm'andprs were- operating under the missions
outlined in his draft plan of operations. At :'bout 0749 -- the exact time
being indeterminate -- he received a naval report of enemy operations at
Suluan Island.*ý-

At 0800 as a consequence of these reportz he directed Commander SECOeD
Air Division to recoruoiter immediately the Allied situation in the vicinity
of the island and to prepare to attack. However, apparently realizing that
the Allied operations might be a feint, he delayed for the time b-ing the
planned concentration of his fighter strengjth in the central and southern
Philippine s *':"

FOURTH Air ArV Operations Order A-497, Documents from fi]b of
Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, IJA, Staff Officer FOUR.TH Air Army,
Department of the Army P'istorical 'Jiviuion, Microfilm 115-7, Chief of
Staff F(XJRTH Air Arnm Directive No. 90.
Imperial General Headquarters, Navy Directive No. 46?, September 21st,
1944 (Dispatch 120920 September 1944), Imperial .eneral Headquarters,
Navy Directives, Volume IV, WDC Document 216769 (Microfilm).

"• Imperial General Headquarters, Army Hi,:h Command Record, Mid-1941-
August 1945, GHQ, FzC, kilitary Iti!;tory `)ection, Japanese R-.search
Division, Japanea Monograph No. 45, paige 147.

-*-- Philippine Air Operations, Phase i, 1914 - 45, Fir3t ljemobilizat7ion
Bureau Monograph, Japanese Gove rnxrnnt, October 19h6, Vol. 46, Part, I

(Colonel Matsuxnae, ex-IJA), paragraph Iil.A.2.
- Ibid.; also FOURT[I Air Army Operations Order A-495, October 17th, 1914,

Docum-nts from File of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Satoe, IJA, St'ff

Offic-r FOURtiH Air Army, Depart]rnt of the Army, fli•t.orical Division
Microfilm I11-7.

-142-

II



O nd Le re CG FOURTH AIR ARMY

At about the same time he was aware of the enemy air attacks in the
Manila and Iagaspi areas.* He had ordered interception** operations with
the result that Japanese fighters were encountered over the Manila area
by the attacking aircraft.*** These fighters were presumably commanded
by the senior Army brigade commander in accordance with the agreement be-
tween C.G. FOURTH Air Army aod Commander FIFTH Base Air Force covering
interception operations for the period prior to the activation of the SHO
Operations.**• This agreement stated: "When combat operations are to

be carrier out, the seni.or Army Pir brigade commander will exercise tem-
porary unified coinnand over the Army and Navy fighter forces."

Because of his close coatact with Commander FIFTH Base Air Force, the
C.C. FOURTH Air Army is preawned to have had all important information
available t. that cormander.

He therefore knew of tae contact reports on Allied carrier task groups,

one of which was to the eastward of Luzon, of the, ordering of SHO One Alert
by CinrC Combined Fleet at 0809 and 0835, of the activities of the Allied
advance forces in Leyte Gulf and of their composition, and of the prospec-
tive mcvement of a large number of SIXTH Base Air Force planes into the
Philippines. The latter was of particular interest to him since it wou.Ld
increase considerably the defensive ai. - trength in the SW Area.

Sometime during the day, the headquarters of the THlRTIETH Fighter
Grvup arrived in the Philippines.***** He knew, however, that the units

assigned to this groul were in the V'iai hai area presubably en route from
the homeland.****

No Lurther operations are recorded for C.G. FOUITH Air Army. it can

* Material for Situation Estimates, First 3ection, Naval General

Staff, October 1944, WDC Pocument 216764 ýMicrofilm).
* Daily Record of the War Situation, GHQ, FEC, Special Historical

Collection, Supporting Documents to General of the Army Douglas

MacArthur's Historical Report on Allied Operations Southwest
Pocific Area (Item 4, Footdlcker 10 of 10, SWPA Series Volume I-).
Action Report CTG 38.4, Operation Against Okinawa Jima, Luzon,
etc., October 7th-2].st, 1944, Serial 00263; November 16th, 19414.

• *** Agreement Ccncerning Operations Against Eneiy Task Forces con-
cluded by C.G. FOURTH Air Army and Commander FIFTH Base Air Force,
date unknown, but believed to be September or early October 1944,
contained in file oi Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, iJt, StaTff
Officer, FOUhTH Air Army, Department of the Army, Historital
Division, Microfilm hS-7.

,**•- Philippine" Air Operations, Phase II, 1944-45, First Demobiliza-
tion Bureau Monograph, Japanese Covexmcnt, October 1946, Vol. 46,
Part I, (Colonel Matsumae, ex-IJA), paragraph UI.B.1.d.

•*** Ibid., paragranh IIT.A.2.c.
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however, be safely stated that he spent the remainder of the day planning,
in conjunction with Commander FIFTIi Base Air Force, for future operations
against the enemy invasion force and making arrangements for basing, ser-
vicing and utilization of anticipated reinforcements.

During the day the FOURTH Air Army lost, twenty operational aircraft in
operations in Luzon,* thus reducing the operatiorial aircraft to about eighty-
five planes and the available aircraft to about 142 planes.

* The FOURTH Air ArnV figures show that. the Japanese FOURTH Air Ariiy lost
sixteen planes on October 18th and that at 1800 that day it had but sixty-
nine operational aircraft. Therefore, on the evening of October 17th it
must have had about eighty-five iperational aircraft. Since FOURM Air
Army figures for the forenoon of October 17th show a total of 105 opera-
tional planes--it seems clear that the FOURTH Air Army had lost about
twenty planes on October !Tth. Daily Record of the War Situation, GHQ, FEC
Special Historical Collection, Supportincý Docutnents to General of the Arrq
Douglas NacArthur's Historical Report on j1llied Operations in the Southwest
Pacific Area (Item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, SWPA Series, Vol II).
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CHAPTER III - ALLIED OPERATIONS, October 18th.

(A) Operations of CONSOWESPAC.

By early morning of October 18th COMSCWESPAC had received preliminary
reports on the advance operations in Leyte Gulf. No doubt he was pleased
to learn that (1) enemy opposition thus far had been negligible, (2) these
operations had proceeded satisfactorily despite unfavorable weather, al-
though heavy seas had prohibited minesweeping and the scheduled D-3 day land-
ing on Homo~ihon Island, and (3) the storm over Leyte Gulf had moved westward
during the night and more favorable weather over the objective area was pre-
dicted for October 18th.*

Also by early morning he had received a G11Q SOWESPAC intelligence esti-
mate from the Head of his Intelligence** Section at Hollandia, to his Chief
of Staff*** also in the NASHVILLE.**** This estimate informed him, in part,
that (a) there were some 19,000 to 20,000 troops including service elements
located on the eastern shore of Leyte in three major groupings (1) Tacloban,
Palo, Tanauan area -- 3,000 men; (2) San Roque, Dulag, Mayorgac -- 5,500
men; (3) Dagami - Burauen, 8,000 men in central reserve including service
elements, with a possibility; (4) of a reserve concentration of 3,000 -
4,000 men in Jaro - Pastrana area; (5) entire southern area of Leyte had
been evacuated; (b) h.s intelligence section (G-2) expected the enemay's best
combat troops to be destroyed in forward beach defenses while the reserves,
owing to road intei-diction, would be unable to move forward; (c) Formosa air.
attacks and subsequent carrier strikes had reduced enemy air in all adjacert
main air centers; and (d) air defense capacity for the Philippines had
sharply declined. As regards the Navy it informed him that (a) the FlRST
Striking Force was in the Singapore-Brunei area on October 15th; (b) the
assignmznt of oilers to Pescadores suggested sortie to the ionthward rather
than to the eastward into the Philippines; (c) the SECOND Striking Force
would refuse fight when aware of Halsey's strength. Finally it stated that
Operation KING II could not be stopped in air, on ground, or sea.*****

THIS ESTIMkTE WAS CORRECT AS REGARDS THE PROBABLE ACTIOUNS OF THE SECOND
STRIKING FORCE SINCE THE COMMANDER SECOND STRIKING FORCE, IN VIEW OF JAPANESE

* GHQ SOWESPAC Dispatch 171935 October 1944 to THIRD and SEVENTH
Fleets.
Major General Charles A. Willoughby, U.S. Army.

*** Lieutenant General Richard K. Sutherland, U.S. Aimiy.
S** War Diary NASTIILLE October 16th, 1944.
***** GHQ SOWESPAC Dispatch 171536 October 1944 to CO4SO14ESPAC (in

NASHVILLE).
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CONTACTS ON TF 38 HAD LONG SINCE BEEN ORDEIZED TO TAKE A COURSE NORTH OF
NANSEI SHOTO,* HAD FUELED AT AMAMI 0 SH1iNA, AND FINALLY ON OCTOBER 17TH
HAD DECIDED TO PROCEED TO HAKO IN COMPLIANCE WITH COFS COMBINED FLEET DIS-
PATCH 162007.**

IT Wt ) INCORRECT AS iLEGAUD3 THE PROBABLE EMPLOYMENT OF NAVAL FORCES IN
THAT (A) THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE AS OF OCTOBER 15TH WAS IN THE LINGGA-
SINGAPORE AREA AND NOT IN THZ SINGAPORE-BRUNEI AREA,-* (B) THE ASSIGNMENT
OF OILERS TO THE PESCADOfiES INSTEAD OF INDICATING A NORTHWARTD MOVEMENT OF
FORCES INTO THAT AREA, AND NOT AN EAST14ARD MOVEMENT INTO THE PHILIPPINES
ACTUALLY MAY HAVE INDICATED NOTHING, SINCE THE OILER [RYOEI 14ARU WAS BEING
SENT THERE TO REFIlL STORAGE TANIKS AND NOT BASICALLY TO REFUEL THE SECOND
STRIKING FORCE.-** IF ANY OILERS OPERATING IN THE SOUTHERN AREAS OTHER
THAN THE RYOEI MARU WERE BEING SENT TO THE PESCADORES AT THIS TIM4E THE DATA
THEREON IS NOT AVAILABLE TO THIS ANALYSIS.

THIS ESTIMA-1TE IS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST IN ITS APPRAISAi OF JAPANESE

AIR AND NAVAL PCWER, FOR WHILE IT IS ThUE THAT JAPANESE AIR POWER IN FOR1,OSA
AND THE PHILIPPINES HAD BEEN HEAVILY HIT BY ALLIED LAND AND CARUIER-BASED
AIRCRAFT) IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT THERE WERE AT THIS TIME IN FORMOSA, NANSEI
SHOTO, AND KYUSHU, SOMEX 505 OPERATIONAL AIRCRAFT IN THE SIXTH BASE AIR
FORCE ALONE,iA-9- NOT INCLUDING ANfY RTEILAC•ENNT AIRCRAFT BEING FLOWN IN FROM
THE HOMELAND. ALL OF THESE PLANES WERE BEING REORGANIZED AND REGROUPED PRE-
PARATORY TO MOVING TO THE PHILIPPINES.*,-*-• IN ADDITION THERE WERE ARMY
PLANES IN FORMOSA, CHINA, AND THE NETIERLANDS EAST INDIES PREPARING TO MOVE
INTO THE PHILIPPINES AS RETNFORCE•:•TS FOa THE FOURTH AIR AROY.*•*5*
WHEREAS IT COULD BE STATED CORIPETLY THAT THE DEFENSE CAPACITY HAD DECLINED,
IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN POINTED OUT THAT THE ENEMY WAS CAPABLE OF INCREASING
HIS DEPLETED AIR CAPABILITY TO ONE OF CONSIDERABLE STRENGTH.

THERE IS SERIOUS QUESTION WHETHER THE ABOVE ESTIMATE, INCLUDING THE
FINAL STATE4ENT, THAT KING II COULD NOT BE STOPPED IN THE AIR, ON THE GROUND

* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 161226 October 1944 to Coniander SECOND
Striking Force, War Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, WDC Document
161638, NA 11739.
CofS Combined Fleet. Dispatch 162007 October 1944 to Cominxander SECOND
Striking Force, War Diary DESIOJN 1, October 1944, WOC Document
161638, NA 11739.
Detailed Action Repoit- FIRST Striking Force, SHO Operations, October
16th-28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.

- Volume I, Battle for Leyte Gulf, NAVPERS 91973, Chapter III, Dis-

cussion of Losses of Japanese Aircr'ft, October 1Oth-O19 October
17th, 1944, page 4149.

*--*-* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 171406 October 1944 to Commander SIXTH
Base Air Force (Co-lbined Fleet DesOpCrd 355), War Diar-j 252nd Attack
Unit (701st Air Group), October l3th-3lst, 1941+, 'IDC Docuyenk.
160258, NA 12592.

* Philippine Air Operations, Phase II, 1944-1945, First Demobilization
Bureau Monograph Japanese Government, October 1946, Volume 46, Part
I, (Colonel Matsuniae, ex-IJA).
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OR ON TH4E SEA, WAS SOUND IN PKINCIPLE, BECAUSE (1) IT WAS TOO OPTIMISTIC
AND THEREBY TENDED TO CONFIR4 THL ORIGINAL ERRONEOUS ESTIMATE THAT NO MiAJOR
ELE1ENTS OF THE JAPANESE FLEET WOULD BE INVOLVED IN THE PRESENT OPERATIONjN
AND (2) AS AN INTELLIUGENC ESTIMATE IT EFiRED IN STATING JAPANESE STPiE4GTH
IN RELATION TO ALLIED SarIENGTH, AND THEREFORE MA\DE A CO:i1ARITIVE .:AT1IER THAN
AN OBJECTIVE APFiHA13AL, dHICH MIGHT WELL HAVE ITISLED THE ALLIED 2UOIK.NDERS.
IN CURR%-T U.S. NAVAL PRICTICE,** IT IS CONS!DERED ESSENTIAL IN AN INTELLI-
GENCE ESTIMATE THAT THE ENE1Y STRENGTH AND WEAKNESS FACTC, S BE APPiiA1;ED IN
A CLEAR AND O&TECTIVE MANNER RATHER THAN IN RELATICN TO OWE' FORCES, SINCE
THE STRiWIGT11 FACTORS FOR ONE SIDE ARE NG NECESSARILY WEAKNESS FACTORJ FOR

THE OTHER SIDE.

. During this day COI•SOWESPAC seens to have pondered to ro.me extent over
COT'HIADFLT's dispatch 170909 relative to the possibility of "Tokyo Express"
operations ard the importance of recnmnoitering Balabac Strait and other
approaches to the Sulu Sea, the approaches to the Celebes Sea, and Mindoro
Strait, for, although he had received this dispatch about 1839 the previous
day he did not take any action until 1526 when he directed CAAF SOWESPAC,
if not already included in the night searches then underway in accordance
with his headquarters' dispatch 170102,*** to maintain a special recorimais-
sance watch over Balabac Strait that night.**4-* That he took action to cover
the southern app4oaches to the Sulu Sea, is clear for at 1921 COMSEVENTHFLT
advised COWTHIRDFoLT that COMSOWESPAC had directed co-ist watchers to report
without delay enemy movements or concentrations in Sibut..i Pas3age ov Alice
Channel*-'*•- (Northeastern Borneo). He took no action in regard to Mindoro
Strait, possibly because he (a) deemed this area outside the practicable
operating radius of his search aircraft from bases available, which was
actually the case, and (b) felt that tindoro, in view of CTF 71 dispatch
101426,4-***IXW was adequately covered by the submarines of TF 71.

At 1515 he rendezvoused with CTF 77 in the WASaTCh, (Discussed under
"Operations of CTF 77, October 18th").

At about 1832 he received word Zromr C?4THIIDFLT that he was striking
Luzon with three carrier task groups in fine weather, and that early repoits
of the preliminary fighter sweep and first strike by CTG 3".2 against Laoag
and Aparri in northern Luzon were highly succes3ful and indicated that Japa-
nese resistance 4nd air strength in this area were quite meager.*::l:

* CANF SOWESPAC Operation Plan 13-44 Serial 00022A, September 26th,
l9.?4, Annex "M".

** Naval Operational Planning (,ZAT-ll), Department of the Navy, Office
of the Chief of Naval Operations, May 15th, 1953, Article 2032.
GHQ SOWS;2PAC Dispatch 170102 October 1944 to CAAF SOdESPAC.
COMSOWESPAC Dispatch 10626 October 1944 to CaAF SOWIE1SAC, info
CINCPOA, COMTHIRDFLT, COMSb-VHNTHFLT, etc.
GO COMSEV•1•TrFLT Dispatch 181021 October 194 to ;Ui''HIitiDFT.

--.• CTF 71 Dispatch 101426 October 1944 to CONSOWESPAC.
- COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 180902 October 1944 to COMSOWESi1AC and CINCPOA.
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Sometime during the day he learned that the third and last entrance
island (Homonhon) flanking the eastern approaches to Leyte Gulf had been
seized without opposition. As a consequence of this and other reports thus
far received he at 2211 notified COMINCH that the preliminary landings had
been made according to plan -- unopposed.*

Sometime during the evening he received COMSOWESPAC Zone Notice #10 and
CINCPOA's Zone Notice #44. The latter not!ce is discussed under "Operations
of CCqTHIRDFLT, October 18th" and under "Operations of CTF 17, October 18th.

(1) Operations of Commander SEVENTH Fleet, October 18th.

Comnander SEV2NTH Fleet appears to have taken on this day no impor-
tant action relating directly to the operational aspects of the Leyte cam-
paign, either as Commander SEVENTH Fleet or as GANF SOWESPAG. His deputy
comnmander continued administrative control from headquarters at Hollandia,
while he himself, as Commander SEVENTH Fleet, continued operational control
of SOJESPAC naval forces associated with the Leyte operation from the WASATGH.

Sometime during the early morning he received GHQ 3OWESPAC intelli-
gence estLmate dispatch 171536,:'* giving the enemy strength in land, sea and
air power and forecasting no enemy opposition of any consequence. This
estimate was of importance to him since it confirmed his own estimate of
October 16th.-*- There were minor differences, of course. However these
differences were not great and were concerned principally with aircraft.
His own estimate had given figures, whereas this estimate haa generalized;
his own estimate had given no predictions, whereas this estimate predicted
no opposition by land, sea or air sufficient in strength to stop KING II.

At about 1556 he received COM•0WESPAC's dispatch 180626 to CAAF
SOWESPAC wherein COMSCIIESPAC directed that commander to maLnt:.iin a special
reconnaissance watch over Balabac Strait that night, if not already included
in his night air searches.****

At 1921 he advised CO,%THIRDFLT that COMSOWESPAC had directed coast
watchers to report immediately eneaV movements or concentrations in Sibutu
Passage or Alice Channel.**** This dispatch is a good indication of the
cooperation existing between COYLSI1VIENTUFLT and CO1NrTHIDFLT at this time.

* COYSOWESPAC Dispatch 181311 October 1944 to COYUNCH, info CNO,
CTNCPOA, COMSOPAC.
.31-{HQ 3ESP/, C DispatCh 171536 October 19 4 to CO1,3503SPAC (in

NASHVILLE).
*-$ CTh 77 Dispatch 160611 October 1944 to THIRD and SEVENTH Fleets,

info CINCPCA.
* COMSOA'ESPAC Dispatch 180626 October 1944 to CAAF SOWESPAC, info

CINCPOA, COMTHIRDFLT, COMSEVENTHFLT, etc.
**3-49 COMSEVENTHFLT Dispatch 181021 October 1944 to COATHIiDFLT.
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At about 1945 he received a report from CTG 38.4 wherein that
commander reported the smccessful results of his air strikes in central
Luzon notably in the Clark Field area, and reported that hiq morning and
afternoon reconnaissance of San Bernardino Strait had been negative.*

During the evening he received two zone notices:

(a) COMWEW•PAC Zone Notice #10 issued from GHQ JOWESPAG at Hollandia
which directed thett the Submarine Patrcl Zone which had been temrIorarily
established by COMSOWESPAC Zone Notice #8 within a circle of fifty miles
radius centered at Tongehatan Point Tawi Tawi (Latitude 050-21'N, Longitude
120 -101E) was to remain effective until further notice,** and

(b) CINCPOA's Zone Notice #44, which reclassified submarine opera-
ting areas KITCHEN, CLOSET, MARU MORGUE, and 11-C as submarine patrol zones;
PARLOR, DEFER, that portion of VESTIBULE lying north of Latitude 210 -O0'N
and that portion of DETECT and DEPART lying east of Longitude 123 0 -OO'E as
joint zones; and DETAIN, that portion of DELETE lyitig east of Longitude
1230 -O0'E and that portion of VESTIBULE lying south of Latitude 20o-30'N as
air surface zones.***

For reasons unknown tr this study, he did not advise CTF 17 or CTF
72 of COMS3YWESPAC Zone Notice #10.

(a) Operations of CTF 77 (Central Philippines Attack Force),
October 18th.

CTF 77 in company with CTF 79 continued on route SHEARvATER
toward Point ART -- about 500 miles east of Leyte Gulf. He was pleased thus
far with the reports from his advance force commander (CTG 77.2) that the
operation was proceeding to plan. Nevertheless, the 1ossibility of continued
unfavorable weather on October 18th was of concern to him, for he knew that
the storm of the previous day had hampered nminesweeping operations and pre-
vented the landing on Homonhon Island. Sometime during the early morning
he received G{Q. SOWESPAC intelligence estimate dispatch 171536.-*,-* Since
this estimate was very optimistic, and indicated no serious opposition from
the enemy, and since he felt that he had caused his submarines to be so sta-
tioned and his air searches to be so rmade as to cover the principal danger
areas, such as Bal.bac Strait, he took no action additional to that already
planned. At about 0505, in the vicinity Point ART, he received a weather

* CTG 38.4 Dispatch 181015 October 1944 to COMSOWESPAC, info COMTHIRDFLT
C OMSEVENTHFLT.

** COVSSOWESPAC Dispatch 130523 October 1944 to CANF SOgJESPAC and CAAF
SOWESPAC, info CINCPOA.

*** CINCPOA Dispatch 180829 October 1944 to COMTHIRDFLT, CTF 17, info
COMINCH, COMSCWE3FAC, CCMSEVMINMIFLT, CTF 71.

**•-• GHQ St0•ESýAC Dispatch 171536 October 1944 to COMSOWESPAC (in
NASHVILLE).
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forecas rom GHQ SOWESPAC stating that the weather over the Leyte - Samar
area was expected to improve on October 18th, with the seas subsidingSslowly.*

At 1046 he replied to a request from CTG 77.4, made a few days
earlier. CTG 77.4 had proposed in part that he enter Leyte Gulf on D-day
with the escort carriers SANGAI4ON and SANTEE, operate during daylight in
the northeast area of the Gulf and anchor at night in the vicinity of the
heavy ships, in order to increase early morning and sunset air coverage over
the objective area.** He now replied in the negative, stating flatly, "Do
not enter Leyte Gulf on D-day."***

He arrived at this decision only after having carefully weighed
the various factors involved. He took two days to reply, finally replying
only after he had learned the results of the first day's operations of his
advance forces and had received weather reports for the Leyte area. He re-
fused CTG 77.4's request with regret. He fully realized that it was most
important to have strong air coverage over his forces inside Leyte Gulf at
both dawn and dusk, but particular'ly at the latter time.**** However, he
felt that he could obtain the desired cover from the escort carriers without
the risk of entering the Gulf because there was nothing to prevent the escort
carriers from coming close in for the dawn launchings and dusk recoveries.
By close in, he meant closer than twenty-fire to thirty miles from Suluan
Island. -*i*

Since (a) the basic instructions called for the dusk target com-
bat air patrol (TCAP) to leave stations at 1820 (approximately s9a.et),*****
(b) the planes were nornally recovered prior to the expiration of evening
twilight, (c) the distance from the vicinity of Suluan Island to ti e objec-
tive areas off Dulag and Tacloban was about fifty-five miles and (,.) this
long distance would necessarily reduce the time (about twenty minutes) that
the planes would be on station during this critical period, does it not seem
correct to say that unless the escort carriers commenced making night land-
ing of their TCAP's the ability to obtain the desired cover was doubtful?

The f, ct that the escort carriers on occasions during the Leyte
operation recover -d their dusk TCAP's in complete darkness does not alter
this concept since the ability to make such recoveries was forced on the
escort carriers by the exigencies of the developing situation.***,*

* GHQ SOWESPAC Dispatch 171935 October 1944 to THIID and SEVENTH
Fleets.
CTG 77.4 Dispatch 152103 October 1944 to CTF 77.
CTF 77 Diapatch 180146 October 1944 to CTG 77.4.

**** Admiral Thomas C. Kinkaid, USN(Ret), Written comment, February 9th,!
1955, to Commodore Richard W. Bates, USN(Ret), Head of World War II
Battle Evaluation Group, Naval War College.

* CTG 77.4 Operation Plan No. 2-44, October 5th, 1944.
•,•--' Action Report CTG 77.4, Comment on Air Operations by :---ision and

Air Group Comnranders, October l-th-19th, 1944, Serial 00120,
November 15th, 1944.
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hgy The reasons for CTF 77's negative decisions were: (a) It was

highly probable that the mine clearance in the area might not be completed
on schedule, (b) carriers hi Leyte Gulf would make good targets for night
attacks by encjy torpcdo boats, for his intelligence indicated that enemy
torpedo boat operations could be expected, although he later found out that
the enemy had none in Leyte Gulf, (c) carriers, being choice targets, would,
while in the transport area, attract enemy aircraft to that area since any
carriers would be prime targets for enemy air attack at any time, (d) the
suggested area, about seventeen miles square, while perhaps providing suffi-
cient sea room to operate two escort carriers and their escorts under usual
conditions, would not provide sufficient sea room should an enemy air attack
against the carrier group develop, and (e) carrier operations in Leyte Gulf
tmight tend to aggravate the congestion and crowded sea conditions anticipated
on the arrival of assault shipping on D-day.*

These reasons seem sound since the disadvantages far outweigh
the advantages.

At 1515 TU 77.1.2 (NASHVILLE, ABNER REED and BUSH) took station
with TU 77.1.1 (WASATCH, ANMS, MULLANY) between the two transport groups.

As has been pointed out under "Operations of COMSOWESPAC, Octo-
ber 17th," this now trought together In the same disposition (a) CO-LSOWE3PAC
and CAAF SOWESPAC in the NASHVILLE and (b) CTF 77 (who was also CANF SOWESPAC
and COMSEVENTHFLT) and the C.G. SIXTH Army in the WASATCH. It was an ey.cel-
lent arrangemont since CTF 77 now had within voice signal and shipboard
conference range his principal Army commander and his immediate superior in
SOWESPAC.

CTF 77 awaited further reports on the progress of the advance
operations in the objective area from his advance force commander (CTG 77.2).
He kept abreast of these operations by listening in on the various radio
circuits, since there is no record of any relevant dispatches sent on this
date with CTF 77 as the action or infornation addressee. He likewise still
wondered what action CAAF SOWEOPAC had thus far taken in regard to protecting
the southern flank by neutralizing Rindanao. At the end of the day, he had
as yet received no answer to his request, originated at 1301 the previous
day, for a report of previous and intended air strikes in that area.** In
regard to air neutralization on the northern flank, he received at about 183 2,
word that COMThIRDFLT was hitting Luzon with three carrier task groups under
favorable weather conditions and that first reports from the 3trikes against
Laoag and Aparri indicated that enemy air power in noithern Luzon was prac-
tically non-existent.,:* He r'eceived no con'.act reports from Allied search

* Admiral Thomas C. Kinkaid, USN(Ret), Written conmment, February 9th,
1955, to Commodore Richard W. Bates, USN(Ret), Head of World War II
Battle Evaluation Group, Naval War College.

• * CTF 77 Dispatch 170401 October 1944 to CAAF 3OWESPAC.
11 CTHIIRDFLT Dispatch 180902 October 1944 -o CINCPOA and COMSOWESPAC,

info COMSEVENTHFLT.
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aircraft on this date; at about 0818 he received a contact report* from
CTF 71 in regard to three large enemy ships sighted at 0300 in Makassar
Strait on course 035 0 (T), speed twenty-thrue knots, but he appears to have
taken no actiun, probably because (1) these ships tore more Wan ii '
steaming away (over 700 miles) and (2) he expected further reports from the
Morotai search planes. Moreover, he not only had ample protection against
a possible surface action in the four cruisers and seven destroyers of his
Close Covering Group (TG 77.3) which were on his left flank proceedin& to
Leyte with TF 78, but in addition, from his knowledge of Japanese operations,
he could feel that the chance of three combatant ships making a daylight
approach through open sear against Allied land and carrier-based aircraft
was unlikely.

During the day he intercepted numerous dispatches (a) from
COM'rrIRDFLT (1) regarding the retirement of one of his task groups to Ulithi
and the re-grouping of the remaining three groups and (2) in A'egard to a
second typhoon forming in the vicinity of Latitude 140 -00'N, Longitude 136o-
00'E, expected to move northwest at ten knots, and the subsequent shifting
of the THIRD Fleet fueling area from OCTANE to MICK; (b) from CTG 78.4 re-
garding the success and progress of the advance landing operations on Dinagat,
Suluan and Homonhon Islands, as discussed under the operations of CTG 78.4.

(1) Operations of Advance Force, October 18th.

(a) Operations of CTG 77.2** (Bombardment and 2upport
Group).

At 0001 CTG 77.2 noted that the weather v ing.
The wind had subsided to about twenty knots from 175 0 (T) and ng had
lifted to about 6,000 feet, although the seas still remained - d the
visibility remained about two miles. The barometer had risen vious
evenirg and remained steady.*** As he steamed on course 2 9 8 0('1 in
knots to return to Leyte Gulf from his night retirement area, he t that
he would find more favorable weather inside the gulf so that he mi&, accel-
erate the minesweepý.ng and preliminary landing operations and thus offset
the delay caused by the typhoon the day before.

"At 0010 he picked up CTG 78.4 by radar, bearing 318 0 (T),
distant twenty-three miles, course 2820 (T), speed twelve knots, also return-
ing to Leyte C-alf to attempt again to land troops on Homonion Island.

By 0535 excellent weather conditions obtained, with seas
moderate to -mootft, ceiling 5,000 feet.

* CTF 71 Dispatch 172248 October 1,41 Lto COMTHiiDFLT, COMSEVENTHFLT,
All TFC's THIRD and SEVENTH Fleets, etc.

5* All information here, except as oth - wise indicated, was obtained from
Action Report CTG 77.2 (COMCRUDIV 4), Bombardment and Capture of Leyte
Island, Philippine Islands, October _6th-2.4th, 1944, Serial 00147,
November 5th, 1944.

*~ Deck Log LOUISVILLE, October 18th, 1944.
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At 0637 he received a report from CTG 77.5 which cor-
rected the erroneous report of the previous day. He now learned that (a)
twenty per cent of Area SWEEP had been cleared and that twenty-six mines
had been swept in this area, instead of the previously-reported negative
results; (b) the clearance thus far made in the southern half of the main
channel from the mouth of Leyte Gulf to in. Tacloban-Dulag area had revealed
no mines; (c) very scanty exploratory sweeps in other areas had detected no
mines; (d) no areas had been completely swept; and (e) not only had a large
number of moored mine. been located in Area SWEEP, but many floating mines
had been observed in the Gulf as well.

HE NOW HAD AN IMPORTANT DECISION TO MAKE. SHOULD HE
WAIT UNTIL THE MINESWEEPERS HAD CONPLETED SWEEPIhG THE EN9TRANCE, THE MA]14
CHANNEL AIM HIS BOINARDM04T AREA, AND THEREBY DEIkY THE SCHEDULED ADVANCE
OPERATIONS AND POSSIBLY D-DAY, OR SHOULD HE RISK THE MINES SO THAT HIS
BOMBARDMENT AND UDT (UNDERWATER DEMOLITION TEAM) OP-iATIONS YLIGHT PROCEED
AS PLANNED? IF HE CHOSE THE LATTER PLAN, SHOUI D HE PASS THROUCH THE 14INE-
FIELD WITH HIS ENTIRE GROUP (TG 77.2) OR SHOULD HE EMPLOY SMALL FOURCES ONLY
SO AS NOT TO ENDANGER HIS WHlOLE COMMAND IN THE MINEFIELD OR IN LIMITED SvEiT
AREAS. HE DECIDED TO RISK PASSAGE WITH GROUP ABLE CF FIE SUPPORT UNIT
SOUTH AND UDT UNIT SOUTH CNLY, A14D TO PROCEED INTO THE GULF FOR A PERSONAL
INVESTIGATION OF THE SITUATION. HE ALSO DECIDED THAT HE WOULD CONDUCT A
TACTICAL SWEEP AHEAD CF '•iVESE UNITS AS THEY ENTERED THE GULF, AND ADVISED
CTG 77.5 ACCORDINGLY.

At 0731, with Group ABLE of Fire Support Unit South
(LOUISVILLE, MINJEAPOLIS, PENNSYLVANIA, DENVER, NEWOMB, LEUTZE, BENNION,
H.L. EDWARDS, R.P. LEARY, and HALFORD) and UDT Unit South (TALBOT, GOLDS-
BOROUGH, HUMPHREYS, GEO.GE E. BADGER), he left the disposition, formed
column, streamed paravanes, and launched planes preparatory to passing
through the mine field.

He ordered the remainder of TG 77.2 consisting of (1)
Group BAKER of Fire Suppoit Unit South (HOMIOLULU, COLUIBIA, TENNESSEE,
CALIFORNIA, PORTLAND, ALBERT W. GRANT, BRYANT, CLAXTGN, THORN, WELLES, less
ROSS, which was operating temporarily with CTG 78.4, and hOBINSON; which
was with CTG 77.5 in Leyte Gulf), and (2) Fire Support Unit North
(MISSISSIPPI, WEST VIRGINIA, MARYLAND, SIGOURNEY, CONY, AULICK) accompanied
býy UDT Unit North (CLEIS3ON, BiRWKS, RliTHBURNE) and the MANLEY, KANE, BELKNAP,
OVERTON, which carried demolitions only, to operate under comLand of
COMCRUDIV NINE in the vicinity of Point FIN, ready to enter when directed by
TG 77.2.*

At 0900, in the LOUISVILLE at the head of the column,
with three minesweepers (ZEAL, TOKEN and TUMULT of MINDIV FOURTEEN) swoiping
ahead of the formiation, and with SCOUT as rmine destruction vessel,:-* he
entered Leyte Gulf, and at 0947 entered Area SWvEEP.

* Action Report COMCRUDIV 9, Seizure and Occupation of Ley-te Island,
October l)th-21st, 1944, Serial O091, October 28th, 1944.

** War Diary TOKEN, October 18th, 1944.
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At 1123 he received word that exploratory sweeps in Area
FLOAT and the transport areas had disclosed no mines.

AT ABOUT THIS TIME, HAVING COMPLETED PASSAGE THROUGH
AREA SWEEP, HE NOW HAD TO DECIDE WHETHER TO KEEP THE MINESWEEPERS AHEAD OR
TO RETURN THEM TO THEIR MINESWEEPING. HE DECIDED THAT IN VIEW OF THE FACT
THAT THE SOUTHERN HALF OF THE MAIN SHIP CHANNEL HAD BEEN REPORTED CLEAR OF
MINES, AND PERHAPS AREA FLOAT AND THE TRANSPORT AREA\S AS WELL, THAT HE, WITH
GROUP ABLE, WOULD PROCEED ALONE SO AS TO (A) EXPEDITE THE COMPLETION OF MINE-
SWEEPING WHICH WAS ALREADY SERIOUSLY BEHIND SCHEDULE, AND (B) EXPEDITE HIS
MOVEMENTS INTO THE FIRE SUPPORT AREA.

At 1135 he detached MIND1V FOURTEEN to continue sweeping
operations in Area SWEEP and proceeded up the main channel towards Point
CHARLIE. He now had to decide whether to go ahead into partially swept
waters in order to obtain some information of the beach conditions or whoher
to delay until the waters had been completely swept. He realized, of course,
that he would only be able to reconnoiter the southern beaches, since, if
Fire Support Unit North and UDT Unit North were now ordered to enter the
gulf, they could not arrive in time to reconnoiter the northern beaches on
this day. This would be so even if the northern beaches had been swept,
which in fact had not been done. He also realized that because (1) of the
long time it took to pass through the minefield, (2) the danger of passing
through the minefield at night, which would probably be greater than the
danger of maneuvering in the gulf during the night, (3) the apparent lack of
mines in the gulf, and (4) the necessity of proceeding with the advance
operations, it would be wise to bring Fire Support Unit North, UDT Unit
North, and Group BAKER of Fire Support Unit South into the gulf immediately
and retain his entire task group inside the gulf during the night. He there-
fore decided to (a) conduct the underwater reconnaissance operations off the
southern beaches that afternoon, (b) order the remainder of his task group
into the gulf immediately, and (c) keep the whole task group inside the gulf
that night, and issued orders accordingly.

THE DECISION TO CONDUCT UNDERWATER RECONNAISSANCE OF THE
SOUTHERN BEACHES WAS MOST DIFFICULT TO MAKE, SINCE IT WAS REALIZED THAT THE
BOMBARDMENT OF THIS A.-EA SCHEDULED FOR D-3 DAY AND THE FORENOON OF D-2 DAY
HAD NOT BEEN ACCOMPLISHED OWING TO ADVERSE WEATHER, AND THE PRELIMINARY BOM-
BARDMENT FOR THE UDT OPFERATIONS WOULD THEREFORE NECESSAhILY HAVE TO BE CUR-
TAILED OWING TO THE LIMITED DAYLIGHT WHICH WOULD REMAIN AFTER THE ARRIVAL OF
GROUP ABLE IN THE FIRE SUPPORT AREA. CONSEQUENTLY, THE OPERATIONS OF THE
UDT TEAMS WOULD LIKELY BE MUCH MORE HAZARDOUS THAN HAD BEEN ORIGINALLY CON-
TEMPLATED, AND LOSSES-PERHAPS SERIOUS LOSSES--WERE TO BE EXPECTED. NEVl7U?-
THELESS, CTG 77.2 FELT THAT TO DELAY THE OPERATION3 AND THEREBY PERMIT THE
ENEMY TO REINFORCE HIS BEACH DEFENSES AS WELL AS HIS DEFENSIVE FORCES OF ALL
ARMS MIGHT RESULT IN FAR MORE SERIOUS LOSSES LATER, NOT ONLY TO THE UDT TEAMS
BUT TO THE ASSAULT FORCES AS WELL.
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WHILE IT IS RECOGNIZED THAT UDT OPERATIONS IN GENERAL
SHOULD NOT BE ATTE4PTED UNTIL THE BEACH AREAS HAVE BEEN NEUMRALIZED, IT IS
ALSO TECOCGIZED THAT THERE ARE OCCASIONS WHEN THE SITUATION DENANDS THAT
THE OPERATIONS PROCEED WITHOUT HAVING ACCOMPLISHED THE ABOVE NEUTRALIZATION.
THIS DECISION OF CTG 77.2 IS CONSIDERED TO HAVE FALLEN WITHIN THIS CATEGORY
AND, DESPITE THE EXPECTED INCREASE IN LOSSES, IS CONSIDE&ED TO HAVE BEEN
CORRECT.

After having arrived at Point CHARLIE, in the main ship
channel, CTG 77.2 proceeded on through the Southern Transport Area. En route
to his firing position he decided that, since the water areas near the beach
had not been swept adequately and were in fact being swept at this very time,
he would not be justified in closing the heavy ships to the planned firing
range of about 7,000 yards from the beach, but, would instead have to remain
in deeper water. He therefore moved the firing points for the various heavy
bombardment vessels out to about 12,000 yards. He arioived at his new firing
position in time to commence scheduled shore bombardment by his heavy ships
at 1400, while the destroyers NI[COMB (F), LUTZE, BENNION, HEYWOOD L.
EDWARDS, and RICHARD P. LEARY, uider command of COMDESRON FiFTY-SIX, support-
ing the four APD's (TALBOT, GOLDSBOROUGH, HUMPHI{EYS, GEORGE E. BADGER) closed
to 8,(X)O yards from shore and opened fire at 1435, advancing to 6,000 yards
by 1458.

At 150O the APD's closed to 3,000 yards, embarked their
ULT teams into sixteen LCPR's and sent them to their assigned beach areas.

About this time CTG 77.2 received a report that Sweep
Unit SEVEN had completed an explorqtory sweep of Area DRU1'. with negative
results.

At 1600 Group BAKER of Fire Support Unit South, plus Fire
Support Unit North and the remaining high-speed transports, commenced enter-
ing Leyte Gulf, with MINDIV FOURTEEN once again sweeping ahead. Rendezvous
with Group ABLE had been set for 2030, at Point CHARLIE.*

During transit through the minefield, the MISSISSIPPI and
the CALIFORNIA each cut an unswept mine with their paravanes. COMCRUDIV NINE
in the HONOLULU observed a minesweep kite adrift very close to his flagship,
and directed the WELLES (DD 628) to recover it. The WELLES discovered that
this kite was fastened to another unswept moored mine, which she destroyed.
In addition, two floating mines were sighted close aboard the formation.**

At 1640, upon completion of Whe underw-ater reconnaissance
off the southern beaches, the UDT teams were recovered knd the APD's, with

* Action Report CTG 77.5, Minesweeping Operations in Surigao Strait and
Leyte Gulf, Serial O111, October 29th, 1944.

""Action Report COMCRUDIV 9, Seizure and Occupation of Leyte Island,
October 18th-21st, 1944, Serial 0091, October 28th, 1944.
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their supporting destroyers, withdrew to join the heavy ships of Group ABLE
(TU 77.2.2A). Although the enemy opposed the UDT operations with intense
small arms, mortar and three-inch fire, the personnel casualties--amounting
to three killed and twenty-six wounded--were lighter than expected, and most
of these (two killed and nineteen wounded) occurred aboard the GOLDSBOcOUGH
when she closed the beach to recover three personnel -who were wounded when
one of her LCPRIs was sunk by enemy fire.*

At 1735s Group ABLE ceasedA shore bombardment. About the
same time, word was received from the CiANDLER that Philippine guerrilas had
visited that vessel to deliver a message from General Causing of Samar stat-
ing that (a) there were no ene:ny torpedo boats in Leyte Gulf; (b) nearly all
enemy aircraft on Leyte had been destroyed; (c) no Japanese on Panaon; (d)

Japanese on Samar were concentrated at Lipata, those on Leyte at Tacloban and
on the beaches from Tacloban to Abuyog.

At 1815, CTG 77.2 received a report from GTG 77.6 that
reconnaissance of the southern beaches had revealed no underwater obstacles
or mines and that the beaches were suitable for landing.** The results of
the underwater reconnaissance confirmed Allied intelligence in this regard.

At 1832, he withdrew from the bombardment area, formed
cruising disposition and proceeded to rendezvous with the remaindev of the
Bombardment and Fire Support Gr'oup, leaving the LEUTZU and the HEYWOOD L.
EDWARDS off tha southern beaches to conduct night harassing fire, and the
ROBIMSON and ROSS to cover the minesweep units. Later he was joined at the
established rendezvous by the other fire support units and high-speed trans-
ports under the command of COMCIRUDIV NINE, and conducLed night retirement
within the gulf in the area between the southern beaches and Hibusou island.

At about 1902 he received a message front UTG 78.4 report-
ing that (a) the Comnander "D" Company Rangers had reported his mission
accomplished on Suluan Island and had enemy documents in his possession but
was unable to obtain a Japanese mine chart; (b) all enemy installations on
Suluan were destroyed; (c) Allied casualties consisted of one ltanger killed
and two seriously wounded; (d) natives reported thirty-two Japanese on Suluan,
of which three were believed killed; (e) native guerillas reported seeing
mines off the west coast of Suluan; (f) there were no Japanese on Homonhon.-**

At about 2212 he received a second dispatch from CTG 78.4
reporting in part that '(a) "B" Company of the TWENTY-FIRST infantry Regiment

* Action Reports TA1BOT (MTG 77.6), Serial OU84, November 10th, 1944;
also GOLDSIPOROUGH, Serial 28, December 1st, 1944, UDT 8, Serial 041,
October 24th, 1944.

*-* Action Report COMCRUDIN 4, Bombardment and Capture of Leyte Island,
Philippine Islands, October l6th-24th, 1944, Serial 00147, November
5th, 1944.

* CTG 78.4 Dispatch 180932 October 1944 to CTG 77.2.
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CTG 77.4

* had been re-embarked from Dinagat Island aboard the ARIADNE, (b) the APD's
S.ould be retained by him until the next day, inasmuch as no photographs had
as yet been received from CTF's 78 and 79, and (c) that he expected to leave

* Black Beach ONE at 0700 to inake a reconnaissance of Loreto.*

He now reviewed the day's events with satisfaction: (a)
the landing finally made on Homonhon at 1045 by CTG 78.4 had disclosed no
Japanese; (b) reconnaissance of the southern beaches had revealed no under-
water obstacles (the UDT commander at 1815 had reported the beaches suitable
for landing); (c) shore bombardment and air attacks had silenced the enemy
batteries behind the southern beaches except for sporadic small arms and
mortar fire; Dulag Town was burning and in ruins; (d) mine operations were
progressing satisfactorily and no mines had been found outside Area SWEEP,
which at day's end had been swept fifty per cent and had yielded, thus far,
a total of eighty-six moored chemical horn mines. Exploratory sweeps in
Areas DRUM and DOG had been completed; (e) fire support and UDT vessels had
transitted the mine field without casualty; (f) guerillas had reported no
enemy torpedo boats in Leyte Gulf; (g) except for two desultory and ineffec-
tive air attacks, one at 0955 near the PREBLE in Sweep Unit ONE by two enemy
carrier-type bombers and one at 1845 against the Hydrographic Unit (TU 77.5.2)
by three other aircraft of the same type, Japanese air power had not
threatened the operations of the advance force.

However, despite the favorable progress and results of
the day's operations, he was still behind his tentative schedule of events
as set forth in his Operation Plan No. 2-44, since he had conducted shore
bombardment and UDT operations against the southern beaches only, whereas
the plan had also included the northern beaches, But he was ahead of schedule
in regard to the southern beaches, because two days, October 18th and 19th,
had been sat aside for reconnoitering and demolition work by the UDT Unit
South, and this task had been accomplished in only one day.

(b) Operations of CTG 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group), October
18th.

At the start of the day, CTG 77.4 was still on course
3100 (T), speed nine knots, returning to his daylight operating arca, from
which he had retired at 1000 the previous day because of prohibitive flying
weather.-* He had been ordered by CTF 77 to strike the western Visayas on
this day.*** In additiun, h-e had the responsibility for providing direct a
air support to the advance operations in the objective area.

In contrast to the hectic weather of the previous day,
he encountered perfect flying conditions as his task units moved into their

* CTG 78.4 Dispatch 181242 October 1944 to CTG 77.2.
** Deck Log NATOMA BAI, October 18th, 1944,
*•* CTF 77 Dispatch 170358 October 1944 to CTG 77.4, CTG 77.2, info

COMThIRDFLT, 111 TFC's SEVENTHFLT, All TGC's THIRDFLT, etc.
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respective operating areas to commnence the day's flight operations. He
commenced launching aircraft on covering missions as follows:

Time Composition Sorties

(a) 0600 50 VF, 20 VT 70

(b) 1215 45 VF, 25 VT 70

(c) Miscellaneous
Searches: 2 VF, 2 VT

Total Sorties 1"4

The armament generally consisted of bombs and rockets. The fighters were
armed with the standard loading of .50 caliber ammunition.

The morning strike was to have hit Fabrica, Carolina and
Alicante airfields on Negros, and IMedellin and Lahug airfields on Cebu. How-
ever, low ceilings, poor visibility and rain over Tanon Strait prevented it
from reaching Negros. The flight leader therefore decided to attack the air-
fields and shipping in the Cebu area. The flight was recovered at 1050, less
one VF from the CHENANGO shot down over Lahug.*

In view of the continuing bad weather over Negros CTG
77.4 directed the afternoon strike to attack enemy airfields and shipping in
the Cebu area, probably because (a) he reasoned that the adverse weather en-
countered to the westward on the morning strike would not have dissipated
prior to the arrival of the afternoon strike, and (b) his weather forecast
had indicated that the storm over Leyte on October 17th would be centered
over the central Visayas on the 18th.** The flight was landed aboard at
1630, with no losses.***

During the day he maintained over the objective area (a)

from 0615 until 1730 (1) a CAP of thirty-six VF and an air support group of
twenty-four VF and twelve VT, with an air coordinator in a VT; (2) an ASP of
two VT over the southern entrance to Surigao Strait; and (3) an ASP of two
VT over the eastern entrances to Leyte Gulf; (b) from 1700 until 1820
(sunset) a dusk CAP of twelve VF. All of these planes were under the overall
control of ACSA (Advance Commander Support Aircraft) in TENNESSEE, although
the CAP was apparently under the direct control of the FDO (Fighter Direction
Officer) In BENNION.****

Aircraft Action Report No. 1, VC-80, October l8tn, 1944, forwarded by
CO MANILA BAY, Serial 0103, November 2nd, 1944; also Aircraft Action
Report No. 11, VF-26, October 18th, 1944.

** GHQ SOWESPAC Dispatch 171935 October 1944 to THIRD and SEVENTH Fleets.
* Aircraft Action Reports VC-27 and VC-80, October 18th, 1944.

**** CTG 77.4 Operation Plan 2-44, Serial 00075, October 5Lh, 1944; CTG 77.4
Action Report, Leyte Operations, October 12th-29th, 1944, Serial 00120,
November 15th, 1944; CTG 77.2 Operation Plan 2-44, Serial 0008, October
5th, 1944; War Diary BFION, October 18th, 194.
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In addition to the above sorties, CTG 77.4 launched at
0610 an antishipping search consisting of two VF's and two VT's from the
SUW9ANNEE, over the northern Mindanao Sea and Tanon Strait as far is the
northwest tip of Cebu. The flight lanmed aboard at 1225, with negative re-
sults, except for near-misses on a gunboat and a medium cargo vessel off
Tan jay, Negros.*

During the day the air support group made numerous
strikes in direct support of the advance opt-rations, notably in support of
the UDT teams, in-shore mining operations, and direct support to newly-won
beachheads on the entrance island, and shore bombardment of the southern
beaches, but the number and details of the strikes made is not available.

At the end of the day's operations, CTG 77.4 evaluated
the various reports from his units and estimated tha.t his aircraft had (a)
shot down one carrier-type bomber and one two-engine land bomber and des-
troyed on the ground three carrier-type attack planes, five heavy fighters
and six carrier-type fighters, and (b) destroyed one 5,000 ton oiler, three I
torpedo boats, one submarine chaser, eight barges, and one oil sampan, and
damaged one 5,000-ton ammunition ship, three torpedo boats, four large and
two medium cargo vessels, as well as two small cargo vessels, two patrol
craft, five barges, and five luggers.**

This report was over-optimistic, since, although there
is little information available to confirm or refute the claims concening
the destruction of Japanese aircraft except a report that eighty carrier
plar.es had strafed and bombed Cebu airfield between 1400 and 1515 and that
two bombs had hit the runway,*** there is definite information which clearly
refutes the claims concerning the destruction or damage to Japanese shipping.
Post-war reports and analyses of Japanese losses do not indicate that any
ships were sunk or even lightly damaged on this day.****

THE REASONS FOR THIS LACK OF SUCCESS 'WERE (A) THERE WAS
CONSIDERABLE DIFFICULT"Y AND RESULTANT WASTE OF Tf'IN, IN RENDEZVOUSING OVER
OPEN WATER AT A GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE POINT RATHE5R THAN A VISUAL REFERENCE
POINT, AND (B) TOO MANY INDIVIDUAL PLANES OR SECTIONS FROM VARIOUS SQUADRONS
AND CARRIER TASK UNITS MADE RENDEZVOUS AND COORDINATTLN DIFFICULT; I.E., IN-
STEAD OF EACH STRIKE GROUP BEING COMPOSED OF PLANE.S FR(. ITS RESPECTIVE
CARRIER TASK UNIT AS AN ENTITY, TO RENDEZVOUS OVER THAT UNIT AND PROCEED IN

* SU•ANNEE Action Report, Leyte Operation, Ser'ial 008, November 6th,
1944.

** Action Report CTG 77.4, Leyte Operation, October 12th-29th, 1944,
Serial 00120, November 15th, 1944.

*** War Diary 61st Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC Document 161643,
NA 12260.

*** "The Imperial Japanese Navy in World War II", prepared by MLilitary
History Saction, Special Staff, GHQ FD.;,, vebruary 1952; Also "Japanese
Naval and Merchant Losses During World War II", prepared by the Joint
Army-Navy Assessment Committee, February 1947.
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COMPANY TO ATTACK DEFINITELY ASSIGNED TARGETS, THE FLIGHT CONSISTED OF A
MIXED NUMBER OF PLANES FROM THIE DIFFERENT CARRIER TASK UNITS.* IT MUST BE
REALIZED IN THIS CONNECTION THAT THE DECISION BY CTF 77 TO STRIKE THE WEST-
RN VISAYAS CAME RATHER LATE** ANhD DID NOT PROVIDE CTG 77.4 WITH MUCH OP-

PORTUNITY TO MAKE ADVANCE PREPARATIONS. SINCE HIS SCHEDULE OF CLOSE SUPPORT
OPERATIONS (HIS PRIMARY MISSION) HAD ALREADY BEE PROMIULGATED IN HIS OPERA-
TIONS PLAN NO. 2-44 ON OCTOBER 5TH HE WkS FORCED TO COMPOSE HIS SPECIAL
STRIKE GROUPS IN SUCH MANNR AS TC INSURE MINIMUM INTERFERENCE WITH HIS
ORIGINAL PLAN.

N Japanese air power throughout the day was conspicuous by
it- absence. Except for the two planes which were shot down and a few more
nonaggressive aircraft that were observed over Cebu no enemy aircraft were
observed in the vicinity of the objective area or TG 77.2. The lack of enemy
activity in the Visayas could have been due to the fact that most of his air-
fields, being of sod construction, had been made non-operational by the tor-
rential rains accompanying the typhoon moving through the central Visayas.

Local patrols consisted of CAP of four VF and an ASP of

four VT over each of the three task units.***

Aircraft losses for TG 77.4 during the day consisted of

one VF lost in combat, and one VF and four VT lost operationally.***

On completion of landing Lhe last planes of the dusk
CAP at 1948, the threc task units of TG 77.4 retired to their respective
night operating areas to await and prepare for the next dayis operations.*****

(c) Operations of CTG 77.5 (Minesweeping and Hydrographic
Group), October 18th.

(1) The various sweep units of TG 77.5 operated as
follows:******

Aircraft Action Report VC-3, October 18th, 1944, forwarded by
Commanding Officer KALININ BAY, Serial 093, October 30th, 1944.
CTF 77 Dispatch 170358 October 1944 to CTG 77.4, CTG 77.2, info
COMTHIELDFLT, All TFC's SEVENTHFLT, All TGC's THIRDFLT, etc.
CTG 77.1: Operations Plan 2-44, Serial 00075, October 5th, 1944; also
Action Report CTG 77.4, Report of Leyte Operations, October 12th-29th,
1944, Serial 00120, November 15th, 1944.

S*** Action Report CTG 77.4, Leyte Operatiun, October 12th-29th, 1944,
Serial 00120, November 15th, 1944; Deck Log MAitCUS ISLAND, October
1944; also Aircraft Action Reports VC-26, VC-68 and VC-80.

•** Deck Logo KARCUS ISLAND and NATOtA BAY, October l8th, 1944.
SReport of Minesweeping Operations in Surigao Straits and Leyte Gulf,

CTG 77.5, Serial 0111, October 29th, 1944.
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Area (Plate III) Unit Type Sweep Character

Tacloban-Dulag ONE Clearance Moored and acoustic to
Approach Channel a depth of forty feet.

FLOAT ONE Exploratory Moored and acoustic to
a depth of forty feet.

SWEEP TWO Clearance Moored and acoustic to
& a depth of sixty feet.

THREE

Fire Support Area FOUR Exploratory Moored and acoustic to
SDOG: WHITE & RED & a depth of thirty feet.

Beaches FIVE

SNorthern Transport FOUR Clearance Moored, acoustic, and
Area & magnetic to a depth

FIVE of thirty feet.

Southern Transport SIX Clearance Moored and acoustic to
Area & a depth of thirty feet.

SEVEN

DRUM SIX Exploratory Moored and acoustic to
& a depth of thirty feet.

SEVEN

Minesweeping operations progressed satisfactorily on 7

this date and considerable gain was made. Nevertheless, the operations were
not without difficulty. Several vessels that had parted and buoyed their
gear the previous day lost time in retrieving and re-rigging their sweeps.
The gear of others fouled on shoals or in sweeps lost and unmarked, or had
to be cut because of mines becoming fouled in the gear. The operations of
MIJDIV FOURTEEN (Sweep Unit TWO) were interrupted twice to make a tactical
sweep ahead of the Fire Support GrnuDs and UDT Units South and North as they
entered the Gulf at 0900 and 1600 repectively. The service& of other mina-
sweepers were lost due to the necessit'y of assigning them as mine disposal
vessels, although this duty was usually given to sweepers whose gear was
temporarily inoperative.

At 0637 CTG 77.5, after having received more complete
information on the previous day's operations, corrected the erroneous report
which he had made to CTG 77.2 on the previous evening and notified that com-
mander that twenty-six (actually twenty-seven) instead of "zero" mines had
been swept in Area SWEEP. In additi.on, he reported (a) that Area SdSEP had
been swept twenty per cent (b) a clearance sweep of the southern half of the
Tacloban - Dulag approach channel had disclosed no mines, and (c) very scanty
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exploratory sweeps in other areas had revealed no mines.*

At 1200, his Minesweep Support Unit, which up until
this time had consisted solely of the ROBINSON, was augmented by the ROSS,
the latter vessel having been released from TU 78.4.2 at 0950.**

At 2017 he reported to CTG 77.2 that (a) Area SWEEP
was filty per cent swept (b) sixty mines had been swept and destroyed; (c)
exploratory sweeps in Areas DRUM and DOG had been completed; (d) clearance
sweeps of the Transport Areas had begun; (e) results thus far were negative
except for Area SWEEP.* In addition, he had reported previously at 1123
that exploratory sweeps in Area FLOAT and the Transport Areas had disclosed
no mines.* At this time CTG 77.5 believed that he had swept during the past
two days a total of sixty mines. However, this was incorrect becaut, an
analysis of available records shows that TG 77.5 had swept on this day alone
fifty-three mines,*** giving a total for two days of eighty mines.

(2) During the day the Hydrographic Unit, assisted by the
BREESE, marked shoal areas in the vicinity of Mariquitdaquit Island in the
approaches to the northern beaches. At 1837 the GASCOYNE was unsucessfully
bombed by three dive bombers. At 2245 the unit commenced patrolling in the
adjacent waters.****

(d) Operations of CTG 77.6 (Beach Demolition Group), October
18th.

In view of the importance and direct relation of bombard-
ment and fire-support operations to UDT operations, and also to complete the
portrayal of the mental processes and decisions of CTG 77.2 in this regard,
the operations of CTG 77.6, embarked in TALBOT, have been discussed under the
operations of CTG 77.2.

(e) Operations of CTG 78.4 (Dinagat Attack Group), October
18th.

In contrast to the inclement weather which had prevented
a landing on Homonhon Island the previous day as scheduled, CTG 78.4 was
pleased to note that by dawn the storm had passed and that the weather was
excellent for resumption of the pre-D-day landing operations. The sea was
smooth, wind ten knotb from 155 0 (T), visibility good.** Accordingly, he
operated ai follows:

* Action Report COMCRUDIV 4, Bombardment and Capture of Leyte Island,
Philippine Islands, October 16th-24th, 1944, Serial 00147, November
5th, 1944, page 11.
Action Report ROSS, Operations Against Leyte, Serial 002, November
1st, 1944.

4•* War Diaries, HOVEY, SOUTHARD, HAMILTON, and REQUISITE, October 18th,
1945.

**** War Diary BREESE, October 18th, 1944.
*** Action Report COMCRUDIV 12, Bombardment of Leyte Island, October 18th-

24th, 1944, Serial 0143, November 4th, 1944.

-162-

S----A -



______ CTG 78.4

(1) BLACK Beach ONE, Dinagat Island.

At 0710 TU 78.4.1 returned off the landing area and

completed unloading supplies and equipment during the forenoon for the troops

landed the day before; during the afternoon Company "B" of the TWENTY-FIRST
Infantry Regiment was withdrawn from Dinagat Island by HMS ARIADNE leaving
thereon Companies "A", "E", and "F" of the SIXTH Ranger Infantry Battalion.*

(2) BLACK Beach TWO, Homonhon Island.

At 0905 TU 78.4.2 landed Company "B" of the SIXTH
Ranger Infantry Battalion without encountering any opposition. The unloading
of troops, supplies and equipment was completed at 1320.** At 1340 the unit
having completed satisfactorily its operations on Homonhon Island was dis-
solved by CTG 38.4.***

(3) JLACK Beach THREE, Suluan Island.

The STACK and CRCSBY assisted by the SANDS with her
landing boats since the CROSBY boats had been lost on Suluan Island withdrew
Company "D" of the SIXTH Ranger Infantry Battalion, completing at 1505.*

At 1832 CTG 78.4 advised CTG 77.2 that, (a) the Com-
mander "D" Company Rangers had reported his mission accomplished on Suluan
Island and had enemy documents in his possession, but was unable to obtain
a Japanese mine chart; (b) all enemy installations on Suluan were destroyed;
(c) Allied casualties consisted of one Ranger killed and two seriously
wounded; (d) natives reported thirty-two Japanese on Suluan of which three
were believed killed; (e) native guerillas reported seeing mines off the west
coast of Suluan; (f) there were no Japanese on Homonhon.<***

At 2142 he notified CTG 77.2 in part that, (a) :iB"
Company of the TWENTY-FIRST Infantry Regiment had been re-embarked from
Dinagat Island aboard the ARIADNE, (b) the APD's would be retained by him

until the next day inasmuch as no photographs had as yet been received for
CTF's 78 and 79, and (c) he expected to leave BLACK Beach ONE at 0700 to
make a reconnaissance of Loreto.***

During the night he retired with his task group to
the waters east of Point FIN***** (Plate III). He was pleased with the

* Action Report CTG 78.4, Report of Dinagat Group, Serial OO18, undated
but probably early November 1944; Also War Diary CROSBY, October 18th,
1944.
War Diary HERBERT, October 18th, 1944.

*** Action Report GTG 78.4, Report of Dinagat Group, Serial 0018, undated
but probably early November 1944.

- CTG 78.4 Dispatch 180932 October 1944 to CTG 77.2.
**•** CTG 78.4 Dispatch 181242 October 1944 to CTG 77.2.
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results to date because he had (a) succeeded in capturing easily Suluan
Island, (b) had seized the selected beaches on Homonhon and Dinagat Islands
tithout difficulty and (c) encountered no opposition on Dinagat Island. The
fact that he had met with little to no opposition on these outlying islands
was a source of gratifica.tion because he had expected, in view of their com-
manding locations, tt; encounter some serious resistence supported by artillery.

(f) Operations of CTG 78.5* (Harbor Entrance Control Group),
October 18th.

(1) At ljý30 CTCI 78.; in BISBEE established the Harbor
Entrance Control Group consisting of the BISBEE and GALLUP. In addition to
this he was charged with: (1) regulating and coordinating entrance to the

* passage through the approach charaiel, (2) identifying all vessels entering
Leyte Gulf, (3) forwarding swept area data, current and channel information
to all own force vessels, (4) insu-1ng the safe passage of all friendly
vessels through swept channels and the area between Homonhon and Dinagat Is-
lands, (5) collecting current data and promulgating this information to CTF's
77, 78 and 79 and all friendly shis requiring same., (6) keeping the SOPA in
the objective area informed of changes in swept areas and of entry and depar-
ture of convoys, and (7) maintaining liaison with ground forces on Dinagat
and Homonhon Islands and providing support if required.

Dt-ing the remainder of the day CTG 78.5 collected
current and tidal data betw%,en Dinagat and Homonhon Islands. He also in-
stalled and tested navigatior~ll lights on these islands to facilitate entry
of the attack forces.

(2) iLT's 343, 344, 430 (F) and 432, which constituted
the remainder of CTG 78.5 werz en route Leyte in company with CTG 78.1.

(2) Operations of GTF 78 (Northern Attack Force), October 18th.

CTF 78 in the BLUE RIDGE advanced toward Leyte Gulf about ten
miles behind the Landing Craft Movement Group of TF 79 on course 3000 (T) at
eight knots,** generally along route SHEARWATER, in company with TF 78 (less
both the Dinagat Attack Group (TG 78.4) and Reinforcement Groups ONE, TWO and
THREE (TGfs 78.6, 78.7, 78.8)) plus the Close Covering Group (TG 77.3).

The movement to Leyte Gulf was proceeding according to
schedule (CANF SOWESPAC Operation Plan 13-44, Annex C, Appendix I).

* All information here, except as otherwise -indicated, was obtained
from Action Report CTG 78.5, Report of Operations of the Harbor
Entrance Control Group, October 18th-24th, 1944, no serial, November
22nd, 1944.

* War Diary FREMONT, October 18th, 1944.
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At 0640 TG 78.7 (Reinforctment Group T40) departed Hollandia,"SOA nine knots, and headed for Leyte Gulf. At 16oO the ARuTHUSA which had

broken down was ordered to return to Hollandia.*

During the day the GAMBIE' BAY and KITKUN BAY (TU 77.4.34)
provided rout.ins ASP and CAP patrols for TF 78 and the TF 79 Landing Craft
Movement Ciroup.** Although these groups were now within reach of enemky
search ai'craft based in the Philippines, none were sighted either visually
or by rndx, nor were there any submarine contacts.

At 2400 TF 78 was bearing 1170 (T) distant 210 miles from Leyte
Gulf; TG 78.6 and TG 78.7 were prcceeding along route ALBATROSS, the former
grogp bearing 1190(T) distant 600 miles from Leyte Gulf and the latter group
130 (T) distant 1040 miles; TG 78.8 was still at anchor in Humboldt Bay,
Hollandia.

(3) Operations of CTF 79 (Southern Attack Force), October 18th.

At daybreak on October 18th CTF 79 sent a plane from one of the
escort carriers to Peleliu (distant ninety miles bearing 0900 (T)) to deliver
officer messenger mail.*** The nature of the mail is not known, although it
is believed to have contained routine dispatches for retransmittal, because TF
79 was observing radio silence, as were also the other forces moving to Leyte.

CTF 79 wac satisfied with the movement thus far, since the
weather had remained good, his groups were proceeding on schedule, and he had

not been threatened by any eneuq aircraft or submar-ines. At 2400 TF 79 was
bearing 1160 (T) distant 305 miles from Leyte Gulf.

(a) Operations of the Landing Craft Movement Group, October
18th.

The Landing Craft Movement Group of TF 79 in accordance
with CTF 77's Movement Plan, proceeded along route 3HEA"4ATFA1 toward the ob-
jective area, and at 2400 was bearing 1100 (T) distant 190 miles from LeyteGulf,

(b) Operations of the Transport Groups,**** October 18th.

At 0500 ths ieading transport group (TG 79.1) passed
Point ART bearing OOO(T) distant twenty miles, course 2960 (T), speed ten

Action Report CTG 78.7, Central Philippines Operation, Serial 0176P

November 10th, 1944.
• * Action Report CTU 77.4.34, Support of Leyte Operations, October 12th-

November 1st, 1944, Serial 0154, November 5th, 1944.
• • Action Report CTU 77.4.14, Ley'e Operation, Serial 026, November 4th,

1944.
-•~ • Action Report CTG 79.1, Report of Participation in Amphibious Opera-

tions for the Capture of Leyte, P.I., Serial 00454, October 26th, 1944.
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knots, contacted the oilera SALAiONIE, SARANAC, and ASHTABULA at 0540, and
commenced fueling the escorts at 0617.

At 1430 the NASHVILLE, which had departed Hollandia on
October 16th with COMSOWESPAC and CAAF SOWEZPAC embarked, was sighted approach.
ing from astern, and by 1515 TU 77.1.2 (NASH.VILLE, ABNER REED and BUSH) had
taken station with TU 77.1.1 (WASATCH, AM?.EN, and MULLANY) between the two
transport groups.

As pointed out iu.der Oporations of CTF 77 this now brought
together in the same disposition (a) COMSC2ESIAC and CAAF S•iESPAC in the
NASHVILLE and (b) CTF 77 (urho was also CANF SOWESPAC and COMSEVEZNTHFLT) and
the C.G. SIXTH Army in the WASATCH.

At 1710 fueling of the escorts and the NASHVILLE, having
been completed, the oiler unit was detached and the disposition continued on
toward Leyte.

Routine patrols conaisting of a four VT CAP, a four VF
S9NASP, and a four VT ASP were flown from daybreak until sunset, and a late
afternoon 125 mile search of two VF and two VT along the projected course
was made with negative results.*

Nothing further of importance occur;ed this day, and at
2400 the Transport Groups were bearing 1140 (T) distant 312 miles from Leyte
Gulf.

(b) Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boat Group), October 18th.

CTG 70.1, who had been at Palau since October 15th, departed
Kossol Passage with his task group at 1144, October 18th for Leyte via routes
HAWK and SHEARWATER, SOA nine knots, in compliance with Annex B to CTF 79
Operation Plan 101-4".. The task group was comp. .ed of the AGP's OYSTER BAY
(F), WACHAPREAGUE and WILLOUGHBY, the AVP HALF MOON, forty-five PT boats, one
Army QS boat, and one Navy aircraft rescue boat.**

Nothing further of importance occurred during the remainder of the

day, and at 2400 TG 70.1 was bearing 1080 (T) distant 487 miles from Levte Gulf.

(c) Operations of CTF 71 (Submarines, West Australia), October 18th.

CTF 71 at his headquarters at Perth, watched the developing
situation. He knew, of course, that in view of the Allied operations in the

* Action Report CTU 77.4.14, Leyte Operation, Serial 026, November 4th,
1944.

** War Diary HALF MOON, October 18th, 1944; also War Diaries OYSTER BAY,
WACHAPREAGUE and WILLOUGHBY, October 18th, 1944.
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Leyte area, there might be some counteractlin but it is deubtful if ht
expected counteraction in strength. He awaited contact reports from his
submarines.

At about 0430 or perhaps later he received a contact report
from the BRE~AM reporting an enem force of three or four heavy units in
Latitude 01 -07%N, Longitude 119 -24'E, speed twenty-Lhree knots, course
035 0 (T).* At 0748 he decided that all combatant commanders of the task
force level and above in both the THIRD and SEVENTH Fleets and CO{INCH as
well should be informed of this contact, and sent out a dispatch to that
effect as follows:

"Submarine in position Latitude 010 -07'N, Longitude 1190-24'E
at 0300 October 18th contacted three large ships, speed twenty-three knots
on course 035.""

During the day he received reports of that day's KING II opera-
tions from both THIRD and S.EVENTH Fleets but what informatton he actually
received and when is not available.

Also during the day he followed the operations of COMTHIRDFLT
and listened to the Japanese broadcasts wherein they claimed overwhelming
successes against the THIRD Fleet. Feeling that his command might believe
some of these claims, he decided to remove any apprehensions and therefore
at 1517 advised the command, in part,*** as follows:

"The following is qtoted from Admiral Halsey, 'All THIRD Fleet
ships reported by Radio Tokyo as sunk have been salvaged and are retiring
toward the enemy."'

At 1956 he advised the BONEFISH that two airmen were down in a
rubber boat and indicated the position which at 2000 was eighty-five miles
to the northward of the BONEFISH.****

(1) BREAM and RATON.

(a) During this day the BREAM continued on toward her patrol
station in A3-A7 (Plate IV). In order to expedite her arrival she cruised,
in general, on the surface both day and night. The day passed uneventfully
except for two contacts which she reported having made in Makassar Strait.
The contacts were only radar contacts and were never sighted. The first

* War Patrol Report BREAM, Report of LHIRD War Patrol, Serial 021-44,
November 22nd, 1944.

** CTF 71 Dispatch 172248 October 1944 to all Task Commanders THIRD and
SEVENTH Fleets.

*•* CTF 71 Dispatch 180617 October 1944 to TG's 71.1 and 71.7.
**** CTF 71 Dispatch 181056 October 1944 to TG 71.1 for BONEFISH.
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contact made at 0215 showed three pips on the radar screen, bearing 1130 (T)
distant 19,000 yards and indicated a course of 035 0 (T) speed twenty-three
knots. The BREAM was unable to close and abandoned chase. The second con-
tact made at 0315 showed three small pips on the radar screen bearing 1230 (T)
distant 7,000 yards. Since the range of these small pips increased rapidly
the chase was likewise abandoned.

The Conmanding Officer BREAM then decided that the small
pips were the escorts of the larger pips although how he arrived at this
evaluation is not understood since the small pips were well behind the larger
pips and in no manner acting as escorts.

AS A RESULT OF THIS EVALUATION, HE, AT 0345, MADE A CON-
REPORT TO CTF 71 TO THE EFFECT THAT AT 0300 HE HAD CONTACTED AN ENEMY FORCE
OF THREE OR FOUR HEAVY UNITS IN LATITUDE Ol-O71N, LONGITUDE 119°-24'E, SPEED
TWENTY-THREE KNOTS, COURSE 035 0 (T).* THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THIS CONTACT RE-
PORT MAY HAVE BEEN CORRECT, BUT NONE OF THE INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO THIS
STUDY SUPPORTS IT. INSTEAD IT SEEMS PROBABLE THAT THESE CONTACTS WERE
"GHOSTS", OR "PHANTOMS." WHILE THE ACTION OF THE COMRANDING OFFICER BREAM
IN REPORTING HIS CONTACTS WAS CORRECT, HIS FAILURE TO INDICATE THE FACT THAT
THE CONTACT REPORT WAS BASED ON N(OTHING 1-iORE THAN AN EVALUATION OF RADAR PIPS
IS CONSIDERED TO HAVE BEEN HIGHLY INCORRECT, SINCE A RECIPIENT COULD REASONA-
BLY INFER THAT A SIGHTING HAD BEEN MADE WHEN, IN FACT, NO UNITS OF ANY KIND
HAD BEEN SIGHTED. THE BREAM MADE NO MORE CONTACTS AND CONTINUED ON TOWARD
HER PATROL STATION, ADVANCING SOME 200 MILES ON THIS DAY.

(b) It will be remembered that at 2300 the preceding night
the RATON had completed transit of Mindoro Strait and instead of leaving for
her station in A3-A7, had decided to remain in the area of Cape Calavite un-
til nightfall of this day, presumably because this was a focal point of Japa-
nese shipping.**

At 0555 she received a contact report from the BLUEGILL
to the effect that a convoy of twelve ships was leaving Manila on course
2200 (T) speed nine. The RATON headed to an intercepting posibion but was
forced to submerge between 0804 and 120() because of enemy aircraft. At 1746
she sighted the convoy which consisted of nine large merchant ships with one
escort. The visibility was low because of heavy rains resulting from the
near typhoon which had interfered with the operations in Leyte Gulf on the
previous da;. She succeeded in attacking the convoy at 2304 in position
bearing 240 (T) distant 104 miles from Cape Calavite, at which time she ob-
served that the escorts had now been increased to three. She fired ten tor-
pedoes and claimed sinking three large cargo ships and a large passenger
ship. Actually in this attack she sank two medium cargo ships, the TAIKAI

* War Patrol Report BREAM, Report of THIRD War Patrol, Serial 021-44,
November 22nd, 1944.

** War Patrol Report RATON, Report of SIXTH W-r Patrol, no serial, December
1st, 1944.
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XARU and the SHIRANESAN MARU.* At 2400 she was preparing to make a second
attack.

(2) ROCK and BERGALL.

The BERGALL continued her operations of the previous day;
the ROCK, which did not arrive on station until 0708, immediately upon
arrival commenced patrolling. Both submarines remained, in general, on the

* surface, made no important contacts, and received no lifeguard call from the
China-based planes.*

(3) BLUEGILL and ANGLER.

These two submarines continued to patrol their assigned sta-
tions as on the previous day.

(a) The BLUEGILL spent an eventful day. About 0445 she con-
tacted a convoy of ten large merchant ships and four escorts on course 2200
(T), speed eight knots, in position bearing 3150 (T), distant fifty-five miles
from Cape Calavite. She immediately attempted to make a contact report which
was not finally cleared until o608.

At 0614 she submerged and at 0714 attacked the convoy.
She sank one =chu•Aant ship and damaged two others. She continued her attacks
on the latter two ships operating submerged until 1937 when she surfaced and
continued her attacks until 2130. As a result of theso attacks, all of which
were torpedo attacks (she fired a total of seventeen torpedoes),k• she suc-
ceeded in sinking the transport ARABIA MARU, the cargo ships CHINZEI MARU and
HAKUROKU MARU.*

(b) The ANGLER on the other hand spent an uneventful day
since, having submerged at 0546, she missed receiving the BLUEGILL's contact
report. At 1954 she 3urfaced and proceeded toward the northern end of Lubang
Island -here she was to exchange stations with the BLUEGILL.***

(4) DACE and DARTER.

These two submarines continued to operate as on the previous
day excepting that, since they had exchanged stations, the DACE now patrolled

* "Japanese Naval and Merchant Losses Lhiring World War II by U.S. Subma-
rines," prepared by the Joint Army-Navy Assesament Committee, February
1947.

k* War Patrol Report ROCK, Report of FOURTH War Patrol, Serial 016,
November 11th, 1944; also War Patrol Report BERGALL, Report of FIRST
War Patiol, Serial 0102, November 8th, 1944.

*-• War Patrol Report BLUEGILL, Report of THIRD War Patrol, Serial 039,

November 25th, 1944.
S*War Patrol Report ANGLER, Report of FIFTH War Patrol, Serial 09,

November 9th, 1944, and War Patrol Report BLUEEGILL, Report of hIB'D
War Patrol, Serial 039, November 25th, 1944.
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Palawan Passage while the DARTER patrolled Balabac Strait. The patrols were
uneventful.*

(5) HAIERHEAD.

This submarine continued to patrol In the southwest approaches
to Brunei Bay. Her nearest approach to Pulau Kuraman Light was fifty miles
which occurred at 2400. She operated submerged during daylight and on the
surface after darL. She made no contacts.**

(6) GUITARRO.

During this day the GUITARRO completed transit of Makas,.ar
Strait and entered the Celebes Sea. In so doing she advanced about 165 miles
toward her station in the Sulu Sea. She operated submerged during daylight
and on the surfane at night. She made no contacts.**

(7) TANTIVY.

The TANTIVY completed transit of Lombok Strait shortly after
midnight. She operated submerged during daylight until 1516 when she sur-
faoed and headed through the Flores Sea toward Makassar Strait. She made no
contacts of importance.****

(8) STOIC and ZWAARDVISCH.

These submarines continued their patrol in the Java Sea, but
information of their exact location and activities during the 18th is lack-
ing. As before MTF 71's daily submarine plot for this day shows them to be
in approximately the center of their assigned areas.

(9) STURDY.

This 3ubmarlne, having departed her station in the Gulf of
Boni in Area G-7, proceeded southwestward to transit, Lombok Strait en route
Fremantle. There is no information of any contacts.•* Since she haa. now

* War Patrcl Report DACE, Report of FIFTH War Patrol, Serial 09,
November 6th, 1944, and War Patrol Report DARTER, Report of FOURTH
War Patrol, Serial 1020, November 5th, 1944. I
War Patrol Report HAWERHEAD, Report of SECOND War Patrol, no
serial, November 2nd, 1944.

*** War Patrol Report CUITAFRO, Report of THIRD War Patrol, Serial 044,November 16th, 1.9144.

.- War Patrol Report TANTIVY, Report of SEVENTH War Patrol, no serial,
Nwember 4th, 1944.

*•-d War Diary CTF 71, October 1944, Serial 00341, November 25th, 1944.

-170-



. CONFIDENTI CTF 71

moved into the area south of the Malay barrier she will be dropped from

further discussion but will be included in submarines retiring from the area.

(10) GURNARD.

This submarine continued on through the Java Sea toward her
patrol Areas D-4 and D-7. Due to the close proximity of envmy held territory
she proceeded submerged during daylight, but surfaced at night. At 2126 she
commenced transiting Karimata Strait.* No contacts of importance were made.

(Ii) BATFISH.

The BATFISH continued on towards her patrol Area A-8. She
proceeded on the surface and only submerged when forced to do so by Japanese
aircraft. At 1905 she commenced transiting the pass to the east of Timor and
prior to midnight had entered the Banda Sea.*

(12) STORM.

This submarine continued on through the Sawu Sea and by 2400
had passed through Ombai Passage and entered the rlores Sea. She made no con-
tacts.***

(13) TANTALUS.

The TANTALUS continued on towards her fueling rendezvous in
Exmoutlh Gulf where she was scheduled to arrive on the following day.**3 K*
Information on her activity is meager.

(14) Lifeguard Submarines.

The BONEFISH which operated generally on the surface con-
tinued to patrol her lifeguard station off Cape Bolinao. Nothing of impor-
tance occurred during daylight excepting that there were indications that
Allied air strikes were in progress in the Mf- *la**i** area. This was a
correct observation since TO's 38.1 and 38.4 were attacking that area.*-","**

War Patrol Report GURNARD, Report of SEVENTH War Patrol, Serial 030,
November 17th, 1944.

** War Patrol Report BATFISH, Report of FIFTH War Patrol, Serial 057,
December 1st, 1944.
War Patrol Report STORM, Report of EIGHTH War Patrol, CCMSUBSEVENTHFLT
Serial 00355, December llth, 1944.

** War Diary CTF 71, October 18th, 1944.
****, War Patrol Report BONEFISH, Report of SIXTH War Patrol, No Serial,

November 8th, 1944.
*~*•-* Action Report CTG 38.4, Operations Against Okinawa Jima, Formosa,

Luzon, Visayas, etc., October 7th-21st, 1944, Serial 00263, November
16th, 1944.
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At 1950 the BONEFISH exchanged calls with the NAUTILUS. At 2015 she received
word from CTF 71 advising as to the location of a rubber boat containing two
downed aviators.* This position was about eighty-five miles to the northward.
The comazunding officer therefore imnediately headed for thm reported position
of the rubber boat. By 2400 he had cloded about fifty miles. At this time
having received no new lifeguard orders his lifeguard duties expired.

The COD continued to patrol her lifeguard station in Area A-3
off Subic Bay. She patrolled on the. surface except when forced down by Japa-
nese aircraft. She observed numerous planes and in particular about thirty
friendly dive bombers and fighters. This most likely was CTG 38.4's air
strike CHARLIE. No lifeguard calls were received. At 2400 having received
no new lifeguard orders her lifeguard duties expired.**

The LAPON which operated on the surface during darkness and
submerged during daylight continued to patrol her lifeguard station in the
vicinity of Quiniluban Island. During the day the visibility was poor the
seas were very high. No lifeguard calls were received.***

The PADDLE continued to operate in Makassar Strait. She
arrived at her lifeguard station which was about fifty miles east of
Balikpapan about dawn. She operated on the surface excepting when forced to
submerge by Japanese aircraft. No calls for lifeguard duty were received al-
though radio interception indicated that air strikes were being made on
Balikpapan.*3 8-A* These strikes were being made by the THIRTEENTH Air Force
which had reported bad weather in the Balikpapan area.A* Evidently this
bad weather did not extend to the patrol area of the PADDLE. At about 1655
she commenced patrolling across Makassar Strait.

(15) Submarines Retiring from the Area.

The submarines retiring from the area notably BAYA, CAVALLA,
BECUNA, FLASK3R, HOE, SEA ROVER, SPITEFUL, TELEMACHUS, and STURDY made no
contacts of consequence. The HAWKBILL arrived at Fremantle and therefore
will be omitted from further discussion in this analysis.

(2) Operations of CAAF, SOWESPAC, u'tober 18th.

CAAF SOWZSPAC continued in company with COMSOMESPAC aboart the NASH-
VILLE en route to Leyte, while his staff controlled operations fron headquar-
ters at Hollandia. He probably did not anticipate too much air activity this

* War Patrol Report BONEFISH, Report of SIXTH War Patrol, No Serial;
November 8th, 1944.

** War Patrol. Report COD, Report of FTF111 War Patrol, Serial 06, November

20th, 1944.
SWar Patrol Report LAPON, Report of DL;TH War Patrol, Serial 44, October

31st, 1944.
*8i* War Patrol Report PADDLE, Report of SIXTH War Patrol, Serial O18,

November 1st, 1944.

SWeekly Intelligence Report No. HQ FIFTH Air Force, October 1944.
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day by his forces in his newly-assigned certral Visayas area,* since the
weather forecast indicated that the equatorial front which had passed
through Leyte on the previous day would be centered over the central Visayas
on October 18th.**

Sometime during the early morning he received GHQ SOWESPAC intelli-
gence estimate dispatch 171536.*** It seems logical to believe that he ex-
arnined this dispatch in relation to (a) his assigned objectives and (b) his
instructions to his subordinate commanders, particularly C.G. FIFTH Air
Force. The GHQ estimate stated, among other things, that the enemy FIRST
Striking Force was in the Singapore - Brunei area on October 15th, yet,
Search Plan FOX, which was to be placed in effect at daylight October 19th,
did not include any of this area.

WOULD NOT A CHANGE IN THE SEARCH PLAN TO INCLUDE AS MUCH OF THIS AREA
AS POSSIBLE-AT LEAST BRUNEI-RHAVE BEEN IN ORDER? PERHIAPS CAAF SOWESPAC RE-
LIED ON C.G. FIFTH AIR FORCE TO HANDLE THE SITUATION, FOR HE HAD INSTRUCTED
THAT COMMANDER TO "INITIATE STRIKES AGAINST THE BRUNEI AREA OF BORNEO AT THE
EARLIEST PRACTICABLE DATE."**** THIS WAS IN ADDITION TO CONDUCTING LONG
RANGE RECONNAISSANCE IN ACCORDANCE WITH CURRENT PLANS.***-** PERHAPS THE
OPTIMISTIC STATMENT IN THE ABOVE INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE THAT "KING II COULD
NOT BE STOPPED IN THE AIR, ON THE GROUND, OR SEA", WHICH SUPPORTED THE BASIC
CONCEPT THAT NO MAJOR ELEMENTS OF THE JAPANESE FLEET WOULD BE INVOLVED IN
OPPOSITION TO THE ALLIED OPERATIONS AT LEYTE HAD A GOVERNING EFFECT ON HIS
DECISIONS.

It is of interest that neither COMSOWESPAC, COMTHIRDFLT, nor
COMSEVENTHFLT, who were more concerned with the location and possible move-
ment of enemy surface forces than was CAAF SOWESPAC, made any requests to
that commander to modify the search plan.

At about 1526 he received a message from COMSOWESPAC'**•** directing
him to maintain a special reconnaissance watch over Balabac Strait during
the night "of October 18th and 19th, in addition to night PBY searches from
Morotai to maximum range over the Sulu Sea, as previously directed in GHQ

* COMSOWESPAC Dispatch 170939 October 1944 to CAAF SOWESPAC CANF
S3WESPAC, info COMFIFTHAIRFOR, .OMTHIRDFLT, CTF 77, etc.

** ¶(Q SDIESPAC Dispatch 171935 October 1944 tn COMTHIRDFLT,
COMSEVENTHFLT.

m GHQ SONSPAC Dispatch 171536 October 1944 to COMSOWLSPAC (in
NASHVILLE).

SHQ AAF SCWESPAC Revised Oper:itions Instructions No. 71/1, Octobor
4th, 1944.

*•-k* HQ SOW&ESPAC Operations Instructions No. 71, September 24th, 1944.
SGCOMSOWESPAC Dispatch 18O626 October 1944 to CAAF SOWESPAC, info

CINCPOA, COMTHIRDFLT, COMSEVENTHFuTT, etc.
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COMSOWESPAC dispatch 170102. These amplifying instructions from COG.USWESPAC
3in regard to night searches as far as Balabac Strait were apparently prompted
by COMTHIRDFLT's dispatch 170909, wherein that commander had advised COMSO-
WESPAC that effective support by the THIRD Fleet against the "Tokyo Express"
would depend upon timely information of its approach, and that he deemed the
observation of Balabac Strait most important in this regard.*

CAAF SOWESPAC undoubtedly awaited anxiously the completion of runway
constraction sufficient to support PB4Y search operations from Morotai, which
according to plan, were to commence at daylight the next day.

During the evening he received COMSOWESPAC Zone Notice No. 10 which
directed that the Submarine Patrol Zone which had been tomporarily estab-
lished by COYSOWESPAC Zone Notice No. 8 within a circle of fifty miles radius
centered at Tongehatan Point, Tawi Tawi (Latitude 050 -21'K, Longitude 1200-
0I1E) and was to expire at 2359 was to remain effective until further noticeV*

He immediately advised his command of this Zone Notice.*-*

(a) Operations of C.G. FIFTH Air Force, October 18th.

C.G. FIFTH Air Force, for October 18th, directed his command,
among other things, to: (a) strik-e Davao headquarters with seven squadrons
of B-24's; (b) conduct fighter sweep over Mindanao; (c) carry out search plan
EASY, using ten PB4Y's; (d) photo-reconnoiter Davao and Illana, Mindanao, and
Balikpapan, Borneo; (e) map Mindoro,**** and (f) cover Balabac Strait during
the night as requested by COMTHIRDFLT.*

Since there is no indication that Davao was attacked, it seems
correct to say that the B-24 strike against that area was cancelled because
of predicted bad weather over northern Mindanao.**i'* On the other hand,
there was a non-scheduled flight of thirty-four B-24' s frma Biak against the
Menado area of the Celebes, which strike may have been a substitute for the
Davao strike. In addition, there was a fighter sweep by sixteen P38's and
fifteen P47's from Morotal against southern Mindanao, which reported having
strafed barges, luggers and dock facilities in the area of Illana and
Sarangai Bays, and the Del Monte supply area. Search Plan EASY had been
carried out with negative results,',** the photo reconnaissance and the

* COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 2.70909 October 1944 to COMS(OESPAC.

COMSOWESPAC Dispatch 180523 October 1944 to CAINF SOWESPAC and CAAF
SOWESPAC.
CAAF SOWIESPAC Dispatch 182311 October 1944 to AAF SOWESPACO

*** 0C.G. FIFTH Air Force Fragmentary Field Order No. 292, October l1th,
1944.

*~**** GHQ SOWESPAC Dispatch 171935 October 1944 to THIUD and SEVENTH Fleets.
****-* COMSEVENTHFLT Dispatch 190225 October 1944 to All Commands receiving

COMSSE-VEFLT Daily intelligence Sunmaries.
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mapping flights appear to have been made as this was a continuing opera-
tion, and the special reconnaissance over Balabac Strait had also been
negative.

On this date C.G. FIFTH Air Force moved VPB 146 from Biak to
Morotai, in accordance with pre-arranged plans. He now had on Morotai VPB
146 (sixteen PV-l's) and two squadrons of Medium Bomber Group THIRTY-EIGHT
(twenty-seven B-25's). His operating area had been extended the previous
day to include the western Visayas,* although his prior instructions had
ordered him, when heavy bombers were established on Morotai, (a) to neutra-
lize hostile air forces and destroy shipping in the Visayas area, exclud-
ing Leyte and Samar, and (b) to initiate attacks against the Brunei area
at the earl.iest practicable date.**

Although his new area in the western Visayas, except for Panay,
was within the 600 mile operating radius of the PV-1 and B-25 type medium
bombers from Morotai, he still could not reach Brunei.

Since Morotai fields were being prepared for the operation of
Navy PB4Y's commencing the following morning, and since he had been ordered
to make long-range air strikes on the Visayas area and Brunei, it may seem
strange that he did not either (a) move a limited number of heavy bombers
(B-24's) to Morotai or (b) stage heavy bombers from Biak through Morotai
in a manner similar to that employed by the B-29's operating from the Cal-
cutta area through advance bases in east China to attack Formosa in sup-
port of KING II. Apparently the reason for not moving the B-24's to Moro-
tai was one of shipping; i.e., shipping had not been scheduled for this
early date,*** but whether or not this was a resoonsibility of C.G. FIFrH
Air Force or of CAAF SOWESPAC is not stated. It would appear as if (a)
an incorrect estimate of the readiness date for heavy bomber operations
from Morotai had been made, (b) adequate shipping was not available, or
(c) the weakness of Japanese air power in the Philippines, as found by
COMTHIRDFLT's initial piobing attacks in this area during September, 1944,
and the THIRD ?leet carrier attacks against Formosa and the Philippines
during mid-October, had caused CAAF SOWESPAC to feel that the deep pene-
tration attacks by heavy bombers ordered for Brunei were not necessary at
this time.

During the day he learned that the THIRTEENTH Air Force had
attacked Balikpapan. The weather had been bad and only eight out of thirty-
one sorties had managed to reach the objective.**•*

* COM3OWESPAC Dispatch 170939 October 1944 to CAAF SUWESPAC, CANF
SOWESPAC, info COMFIFTHAIRFOR, COMTHIRDFLT, CTF 17, etc.

** HQ AAF SOWESPAC Pievised Operations Instructions No. 71/1, October
4th, 1944.

*** HQ AAF SOWESPAC Operations Report No. 24, October 21st-27th, 1944.
**a• Weekly Intelligence Report No. 47, HQ FIFTH Air Force, October

15th-21st, 194".
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(b) Operations of CTF 73, (Naval Air Force) October 18th.

CTF 73 continued administrative control over his land and ten-
der-based aircraft from his flagship, CURRaITUCK, anchored in Seeadler Har-
bor, Manus, while the operational control of those units in the Biak and
Morotai areas continued as a function of C.G. FIFTH Air Force. Accordingly,
on verbal orders of C.G. FIFTH Air Force VPB 146, consisting of sixteen
PV-l's, was moved from Biak to Morotai ULI October 18th, to commence search
and attack operations from the latter base the following day.* Meanwhile,
CTG 73.4 (Commander Fleet Air Wing SEVENTEEN), to whom C.G. FIFTH Air Force
had delegated responsibility for long-range daylight searches (Search Plan
EASY), made ready to transfer VPB's 101 and 115 to Morotai in time to start
Search Plan FOX, daylight, October 19th.

Search Plan EASY was conducted on October 18th, with negative
results, except for four luggers which were attacked and set afire in
Ameorang Bay, Celebes.**

It was a relief to the pilots to complete the last extended
searches from Biak, for they had been flying 1100 mile sectors which was
the extreme radius of a PB4Y, since October 16th, when the search cover-
age was extended from 1000 miles to include the exits from Surigao and
San Bernardino Straits, and the Inland Philippine Seas.*** The next day
they would begin search operations from Morotai; where the search sectors,
for the most part, would be less critical in regard to fuel.

The seaplane squadrons based at Morotai on October 18th opera-
ted as follows: One PBY from VPB ELEVEN**** covered the Menado strike,
one the Balikpapan strike and one the Mindanao fighter sweep in an air-sea
rescue capacity; two PBY's flew local antisubmarine searches and one PBY
made a special search. As regards this 1,'.'- qcarch, carv and the
results are not mentioned, but it is believed that it was flown in response
to GHQ SOWESPAC dispatch 170102 and COMSOWESPAC dispatch 180626 directing
night PBY searches over the Sulu-China Seas to maximum range, with particu-
lar emphasis on reconnoitering Balabac Strait. A "blackcat" (PBY expecially
modified for night operations), presumably from VPB TWENTY-NINE, bcmbed
enemy barracks on Simunul Island, and barges off Tawi Tawi, in the Sulu
arch ipelago. ***3*

* War Diary VPB 146, October 18th, 1944.

COMSEV124THFLT Dispatch 190225 October 1944 to All Conmnands Receiv-
ing COMSEVENTHFLT Daily Intelligence Summaries.

* War Diary VPB 115, October 1944.
** War Diary VPB 1l, October 1944.

* War Diary VPB 29, October 18th, 1944; also GHQ SOWESPAU Dispatch
190215 to Army Melbourne, Airboard, A.C.N.B., Acdiral Koenrad.
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(B) CINCPAC - CINCPOA, October 18th.

(1) Western Pacific Task Forces.

i (a) Operations of COMTHIRDFLT.
The operations planned for October 18th by CO4THIRDFLT called for

(a) sustained strikes against Luzon by TG's 38.1 and 38.4, (b) a fighter
sweep and two deckload strikes against the Laoag - Aparri area by TG 38.2 and
(c) fueling and aircraft replenishment of TG 38.3 by TG 30.8 in Area OCTANE.

By early morning, since he monitored the SOWESPAC task commanderstcircuit,* he received GHQ SOWESPAC intelligence estimate which advised him,

in part, that (1) Formosa air attacks and subsequent carrier strikes had re-
duced enemy air in all adjacent main air centers, (2) the air defense ca-
pacity of the Philippines had sharply declined, (3) the FIRST Striking Force
was in the Singapore - Brunei area on October 15th, (4) the assignment of
oilers to the Pescadores suggested sortie to the northward rather than to the
eastward into the Philippines, (5) the SECOND Striking Force would refuse to
fight when aware of the strength of the THIRD Fleet, and, finally (6) Opera-
tion KING II could not be stopped in the air, on theground or on the sea.**

This estimate showed that his carrier strikes had been so effec-
tive against Japanese land-based air power as to destroy its ability to react
with any strength in defense of the Philippines. It also showed that, in the
opinion of GHQ SOWESPAC2 there mas little expectation of any surface ship
mov-'nent in strength through the Philippines.

THEREFORE, BY INFERENCE, SHOULD HE NOT HAVE CONCLUDED THAT HIS
MOST LIKELY OPPOSITION LAY IN THE JAPANESE CARRIER STRENGTH BELIEVEiD TO BE
CONCrNTRATED IN THE EMPIRE AND HAVE VADE SEARCHES IN THE NORTHEhN .3-CIRCLE
TO COVER THOSE SECTORS NOT ADEQUATELY 3EARCHED, IN 30 FAR AS TF 38 WAS CON-
CERNED, BY THE LAND-BASED AIR FfOM TINIAN? PEiHAPS HE FELT TliT, 31NCE ALL
INTELLIGENCE REPORTS INDICATED THAT THE JAPANESE UNITS WERE RETIRING, NO AC-
TION WAS PROBABLE AT THIS TIME; PERHAPS HIS INTELLIGENCE INDICATED THAT THE
JAPANESE CARRIERS WERE STILL IN THE EMPIRE; PERHAPS HE FELT THAT BUNGO SUIDO
WAS ADEQUATELY GUARtDED, AND THAT HE COULD RELY ON THE SUBMARiNi•S STATIONED
THERE TO GIVE HIM WARNING OF THE DEPARTURE OF ANY t'AJOR JAPANESE FORCES. BUT
DID HE GIVE ANY CONSIDERATION TO THE FACT THAT KII SUIDO WAS NOT GUAHDED, AND
SHIMONOSEKi SUIDO IN ONLY LIMITED FASHION? DID HE GIVE ANY THoUGHT TO THE
MOVE1N,1T INTO THE OBJECTIVE AREA OFF THE PHILIPPINES OF JAPANESE SUBMkid!NES IN
STRENGTH? IN CONNECTION WITH THE ABOVE, IT SE-I4S &RLEVANT AT THl$ TIME TO
REPEAT THE CON4ENT MADE IN VOLb$1E I ON COMTHIRDFLT'S OMISSION OF SIMILAR
SEARCHES ON OCTOJER 10TH, DUkING HIS ATTACK ON OKINAWA. THIS COYMMENT WAS,
"IT SEEMS IMPORTANT TO POINT OUT THAT COMi-LETE RELIANCE SHOULD NOT NJHRMALLY

* Action Report COMTHIRDFLT, Operations of Western Pacific Task Forces
and THIRD Fleet, Serial 0085, January 25th, 1945, Annex K.

** GHQ SOWESPAC Dispatch 171935 October 1944 to UORSOESPA(C (in NASHVILLE).
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BE PLACED ON INTELLIGENCE RECEIVED BECAUSE SUCH INFOIWATION IS NOT ALWAYS
COMPLETE, IS OFTEN INACCURATE, AND IS FREQUENTLY MISLEPDING. ALTHOUGH ALLIED
INTELLIGENCE WAS 1KNOWN TO BE GENERALLY EXCELLENT, IT WAS NOT ALWAYS SO AND
SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN RELIED ON FULLY, SINCE BY 30 DOING, TILE COMMANDER MIGHT
FIND HIMSELF PLACING TOO MUCH RELIANCE ON ITS USUAL ACCURACY AND UNCONSCIOUSLY
BASING HIS PLANS ON ENEY INTETIONS, RATHER THAN ENEMY CAPABILITIES."

During the morning, COMTHIRDFLT became concerned about the
weather, and rightly so, for his information indicated that a typhoon was
forming at Latitude 140-OO N, Longitude 136 0 -OOIE and would move northwest
at about ten knots. Also, he was aware that a storm of typhoon intensity had
prevented dir operations by CTG 77.4 in support of the landings on Dinagat
and Suluan Islands the previous day. Therefore, at 0807 he advised CTG 30.3
of the above and directed him to come to course due south upon completion of
fueling operations,* and at 1226 he notified his carrier task groups and fuel-
ing group of the impending adverse weather and directed that fueling opera-
tions for TG's 38.2 and 38.3 scheduled for October 19th, 22nd and 23rd be con-
ducted in Area MICK instead of Area OCTANE as follows, in order to avoid the
predicted bad weather;** TG 38.2 to fuel in Area MICK October 19th and October
23rd; TG 38.3 to fuel in Area MICK October 22nd.

He was paying close attention to his daily weather forecasts, for
he knew that the typhoon belt for October passed through the central and
northern Philippines and that typhoons with their inherent rainy and squally
weather were rather prevalent at this time of the year.

At 1134, having completed his new evaluation of the performance
of his planes in their air strikes between October 10th and October 17th,
which indicated that he had destroyed a total of 915 planes in the air and on
the ground, and having studied the above intelligence estimate with particular
relation to the effects of his carrier air strikes, he decided that his claims
were correct and therefore notified CINCPAC and COMSOWESPAC accordingly.

As a consequence of the intelligence estimate from COMSEVENTHFLT
received on the previous day, of that by GHQ SOWESPAC received that morning,
and of his plane evaluation reported above, COMTHIRDFLT now decided that the
situation was stable enough to permit his making advance plans for the rota-
tion of his carrier groups for logistics, such as fueling, ammunition replen-
ishment, provisioning and repairs.

According to the original employment schedule*** TG's 38.2 and
38.3 were to depart for Ulithi at 1800 on D/3 day, arrive on D/5 day, remain
until D/8, and returz to the THLID Fleet operating area about D/O1;

* COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 172307 October 1944 to CTG 30.3.
* COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 180326 October 1944 to CTG 30.8, CTG's 38.2,

30.7.
* Annex "C", Employment Schedule, COMFIR•fTCARFORPAC (CTF 38) OpOrder

11-44, Serial 00020, October 1st, 1944.
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imeanwhile, TG's 38.1 and 38.4 were to operate in general support of KING II.
Nevertheless, at 1349 he decided to retire TG 38.1 plus the HANCOCK on October
22nd in time to arrive at Ulithi by 0600 October 24th for rearming, fueling,
provisioning, tender and at--anchor availability--SOA sixteen knots; TG 38.1

S• less the HANCOCK to be ready for sea by dawn October 28th. He further di-

rected CTG 38.1 to operate in the vicinity of Latitude 12°-ON, Longitude
130 -- O0E on October 22nd, proceeding there upon completion of fueling in
Area MICK October 21st.*

At 1352 he directed CTG 38.2, in company with CTG 38.3 to proceed
on October 20th to reference point "Q", Latitude 15 -30'N, Longitude 1280-
OO'E, to operate in this vicinity October 21st and 22nd, and then to proceed
with TG 38.2 on October 23rd to receive fuel from TG 30.8 in Area MICK,
rendezvousing with the oiler group at Point MICK 0700 October 23rd. Meanwhile,
CT- 38.3 was to fuel in Area MICK on October 22nd and presumably return to
Point "Q" after fueling. This would give two carrier task groups operating
in the vicinity of Point 'IQ" on October 21st and one on October 22nd and 23rd.
COMTHIRDFLT further notified CTG 38.2 that the BUNKER HILL and HANCOCK would
be detached from TG 38.2 on October 21st by separate dispatch.**

At 1515 he directed CTG 38.2 to (1) detach the HANCOCK on October
20th i1L time to rendezvous with TG 38.1 at Point MICK 0700 October 21st for
temporary duty, and (2) to detach the BUNKER HILL on October 21st to report
to CTG 38.3 for temporary duty.-*

At 1518 he directed CTG 38.4, upon completion of fueling in Area
MIC_ October 21st, to proceed to the vicinity of Latitude 12 0 -OO'N, Longitude
130 -OOIE, and to operate in that area until further orders, and advised him
that his task group would be reinforced on October 21st by the WASHINGTON,
MASSACHUSETTS, SOUTH DAKOTA, ALABAV,4A and DE5DIV NINTY-NLINE (C .K. BRONxON,
COTTON, DORTCH, GATLING and HEALY) in accordance with later orders by separate
dispatch. ***

At 1525 he is3ued instructions for CTG 38.3 to detach the above
four battleships (including COMBATPAC in WASHINGTON) and five destroyers from
his group on October 20th to rendezvous and report for temporary duty to CTG
38.4 at 0700 October 21st in the vicinity of Point MICK.*

The above modifications to the basic employment schedule, and the

composition of the remaining task groups of TF 38 brought about by the planned

* COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 180449 October 1944 to CTG 38.1, info CTG 38.2,
etc.
COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 180452 October 1944 to CTG 38.2, info CTG 38.3,
etc.

*•* COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 180615 October 1944 to CTG 38.2, info CTG's 38.1
and 38.3, etc.

-•*** COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 180618 October 1944 to CTG 38.4, info UTG's 38.1,
38.2 and 38.3, etc.

SCOMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 180625 October 1944 to GTG 38.3, info CTG 38.4,
etc.
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retirement of TG 38.1 plus the HANCOCK to Ulithi, in effect provide or two
balanced forces strategically situated to cover the Leyte operation commencing
on October 21st. TG's 38.2 and 38.3 would, on that day, operate together as
a force about 300 miles northeast of San Bernardino Strait in the vicinity of
Latitude 150 -30'N, Longitude 1280-O0'E, and would be composed of four CV, one
CVL, two RB, two CL, one CLAA and twenty-two DD, whereas on October 22nd and
23rd they would be separated by about 100 miles while fueling. Meanwhile,
CTG 38.4, reinforced as above, would operate about 300 miles east-northeast
of Leyte Gulf in the vicinity of Latitude 12 0 -O0'N, Longitude 130 0 -0OtE, and
would be composed of two CV, two CVL:, four BB, one CA, one CL and sixteen DD.

WHILE THE JREASONS FOR PLANNING TO SHIFT TIE VARIOUS UNITS OF TF
38 AND DISPOSE THEM AS ABOVE ARE NOWHERE STATED, IT IS TO BE NOTED THAT THE
F(RCE TO THE NORTH WAS TO BE STRONGER IN AIR POWER THAN THAT TO THE SOUTH IN
THE RATIO OF ABOUT 1.6 TO 1, BASED ON TOTAL NUMBERS OF AIRCRAFT (417/258),
WHEREAS, T1EE FORCE TO TEE SOUTH WAS TO BE STRONGER IN BATTLESHIPS THAN THE
FORCE TO THE NORTH (FOUR BB TO TWO BB). THUS IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT COMTHIRDFLT
PLANNED TO DISPOSE HIS UNITS TO PRUjVENT (A) IN THE NORTH, AS NECESSARY, RE-
INFORCEM•ENTS OF LAND-BASED AIR POWdeR MOVING FROM THE EMPIRE TO THE OBJECTIVE
AREA VIA FORMOSA, LUZON AND, AT THO: SAME TIME, TO HE IN A POSITION TO COVER

THE ALLIED OPERATIONS IN THE OBJEC,'1IVE AREA, AND (B) IN THE SOUTH, ANY JAPA-
NESE ATTEMPT BY TOKYO EXPRESS TO RP!,INFCRCE THE ARMY GARRISON FCRCES ON THE
EAST COAST OF LEYTE VIA SURIGAO STPIAIT OR SAN BERN.kRDINO STRAIT WITH THE RE-
SULTING POSSIBLE SURFACE ACTION.

At about 1759 he recei;ied CINCPOA's Zone Notice No. 44 which re-
classified Submarine Operating Arejas KITCHEN, CLOSET, MARU MORGUE and 11-C as
submarine patrol zones; PRLOR, DEiýiER, that portion of VESTIBULE lying north
of Latitude 21 0-O00N and that portion of DETECT and DEPART lying east of
Longitude 1230-oo'E as joint zone,,; and DETAIN, that portion of DELETE lying
east of Lo itude 123o-OOIE and t1-at portion of VESTIBULE lying south of
Latitude 20R-30N as air surface -.ones.*

From this he could se4- that the areas in which his task groups
were to operate were air surface f."ones and he could therefore expect any sub-
marines sighted to be eneos.

At about 1945 he received a report from CTG 38.4 wherein that
commander reported the successful[ results of his air strikes in central Luzon
notably in the Clark Field area, and reported that his morning and afternoon
recorn--assance of San Bernardino 3trait had_ been negative,*

* CINCPOA Dispatch 180829 October 1944 to COMTHIRDFLT, CTF 17, info
COMINCH, COMSOWESPAC, COMSEVENTHFLT, CTF 71, CTF 72.

* CTG 38.4 Dispatch 181015 October 1944 to COMSOWESPAC, info COMTHIRDFLT,
COMSEVENTHFLT.
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CTG 38.4

(i) TF 38 (Fast Carrier Attack Force), October 18th.

(a) Operations of CTG 38.1 and CTG 38.4.

Since the schedule for October 18th called for CTG 38.1
to join CTG 38.4 on this day in the vicinity of Latitude 150-39'N, Longitude
123u-30%E, from which position both groups were to launch sustained strikes
against central Luzon, the operations of these two groups will be discussed
together. CTG 38.1, the senior task group commander, in the WASP, rendez-
voused his group with TG 38.4 in the above reference position at about 0600,
assumed tactical command and coordinated the air strikes of both groups.
CTG 38.1 was to attack enemy airfields in the Clark Field area and CTG 38.4
was to attack those in the Manila area. In addition, CTG 38.1 was to launch
a search and attack mission against Legaspi and Daet airfields and possible
enemy shipping in San Bernardino Strait, and CTG 38.4 was to send a recon-
naissance flight over San Bernardino Strait in the morning and afternoon.

(1) Operations of CTM 38.1.

CTG 38.1* commenced launching aircraft an follows:

Strike
Time Designation Composit ion Sortie

0607 Fighter Sweep 30 VF 30

0904 Fighter Sweep 21 VF 21

1305 Strike ABLE 12 VF, 12 VB, 8 VT 32

1350 Strike ONE ABLE 16 VF, 12 VB, 8 VT L6
(Search & Attack)

Total Sorties 119

The bombers and torpedo planes carried bombs. The
fighters carried their standard loading of .50 caliber ammunition and, in
addition, those fighters equipped with rocket launchers carried rockets.

The two fighter sweeps were launched to gain control
of the air over Clark Field area prior to the arrival of Strike ABLE. About
thirty-five enemy fighters opposed the first sweep on its arrival over the
target area about 0730, and sor thik•ty-five more met the second sweep about

* Action Report HORNET, Ryukyu Islands, Formosa and Philippine Operations,
October 2nd-27th, 1944, Serial 0031, October 29th, 1944; Action Report
WASP, Operations Against Okinawa, Ltyte, etc., October 2nd-27th, 1944,
Serial 0040, October 28th, 1944; Action Report MONTEREY, Operations
Against Nansei Shoto, etc., October 2nd-28th (EL), 194, Serial 0029,
October 27th, 1944; War Diaries CTG 38.J, HORNET, MONTEREY, October 18th,
1944; also Aircraft Action Report Air Group 14 forwarded by WASP, Serial
0238, November 9th, 1944.
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¶ 1030. The first sweep was recovered at 1032 and the second at 1358. Allied
pilots claimed to have destroyed a total of thirty enemy aircraft in the air
and twenty-nine on the ground, versus two Allied VF lost in aerial combat.
Also, the pilots on the first sweep reported that about thirty enemy ships
were at anchor near the breakwater at the northern part of Manila Harbor.*

The success of the two fighter sweeps is attested by
the fact that Strike ABLE met little air opposition when it arrived over the
Clark Field area at 1515 and attacked the airfielAs, mostly with unobserved
results due to smoke and haze. However, the strike group encountered intense
enemy AA, although no Allied aircraft were Lot down. The flight returned
aboard at 1655.*

Strike ONE ABLE was launched on a search and attack
mission over San Bernardino Strait, Legaspi and Daet airfields. It returned
at 1750, with negative results except for one enemy plane destroyed Un the
ground at Legaspi. No aircraft were lost.**

WHY CTG 38.1 LAUNCHED A SEARCH AND ATTACK GROUP
AGAINST LEGASPI AND POSSIBLE SHIPPING IN SAN BERNARDINO STRAIT IS NOT UNDER-
STOOD, FOR NEITHER THE STRIKE AGAINST LEGASFI NOR THE RECONNAISSANCE MiSSIONS
OVER SAN BERNARDINO STRAIT BY CTG 38.4 THE PREVIOUS DAY HAD LOCATED ANY
SUITABLE TARGETS. ON THE OTHER HAND, TG 38.1 PILOTS ON THE FIRST FIGHTER
SWEEP OF THE DAY HAD REPORTED ABOUT THIRTY SHIPS ANCHORED IN MANILA HARBOR.
SINCE THEY LANDED ABOARD AT 1032, OR MORE THAN THREE HOURS PrIOR TO THE TIF,
THAT STRIKE ONE ABLE WAS LAUNCHED AGAINST UNKNOWN TARGETS AT LEGASPI AND IN
SAN BERNARDINO STRAIT, THEIRE WAS AMPLE TIME TO BRIEF THE PILOTS AND ORGANIZE
A SHIPPING STRIKE AGAINST KNOWN TARGgfS RATHER THAN SEND THE11i IN SEARCH OF
THE UNKNOWN, WITH PROBABLE NEGATIVE RESULTS AND ATTFNDANT WASTE OF AMMUNITION.

From 0430 until the daylight CAP reported on station
CTG 38.1 maintained a night CAP of two VF and from sunrise to sunset he
maintained a CAP of sixteen VF and a SNASP of four VF and four VT. Although
a few bogeys were picked up on the radar, no interceptions were made and there
were no attacks on the task group.***-

Total plane losses from all causes were 6 VF, 1 VB,
a total of seven plan6s of which five planes were lost operationally. Per-
sonnel losses were t.hree pilots.M-***

Action Report Air Group 11, October 18th, Encl (G) to HORNET, Serial
0031, October 28th, 1944; also Action Report Air Group 14, Ontober
lOth-26th, 1944; Serial 0114, November 5th, 1944.

** Action Report MONTEREY, Operations Against NANSEI SHOTO, etc., October
2nd-28th (EL), 1944, Serial 0029, October 27th, 1944; also Action
Report CTG 38.1, Operations against Okinawa, Formosa, etc., October
2nd-29th, 1944, Serial 00101, December 15th, 1944.

** War Diaries CTG 38.1, HORNET, WASP and MONTEREY, October 18th, 1944.
• Action Report HORNET and 'IASP, October 2nd-27th, 1944; also War Diary

MONTEAEY, October 18th, 1944.
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(2) Operations of CTG 38.4,* October 18th. 1
Strike

Time Designation Composition Sorties

0623 Reconnaissance 2 VF, 2 VT 4

0625 Fighter Sweep 24 VF 24

0810 Strike ABLE 16 VF, 21 VB, 15 VT 52

0901 Strike BAKER 17 VF, 23 VB, 12 VT 52 4

1330 Fighter Sweep 21 VF 21

1348 Strike CHARLIE 24 VF, 27 VB, 17 VT 68

1426 Reconnaissance 2 VT 2

Total Sorties 223

The bombers and torpedo planes carried bombs, except
that the torpedo planes launched in Strike CHArLLIE carried torpedoes. The
fighters carr' 3d their standard loading of .50 caliber anununition, and, in
addition, those fighters equipped with rocket launchers carried rockets.

CTG 38.4 planned to establish air superiority over
the Manila area by sending a fighter sweep ahead of his first two strikes to
attack Nichols and Nielson airfields, but bad weather to the east of Manila
prevented the fighter sweep and Strike ABLE from attacking either of these
fields, so they attacked Clark Field instead, and returned aboard at 1030 and

* Action Report CTG 38.4, Operations Against Okinawa Jima, Formosa, Luzon,
Visayas, in support of the Occupation of Leyte, October 7th-21st, 1944,
Serial 00263, November 16th, 1944; also Action Report ENTE&IPRIjE,
Operations Against the Eneny, Nansei Shoto, Fonrosa, Philippine Islands,
October 7th-21st, 1944; Serial 0053, October 31st, 1944; also Action
Report FRANKLIN, Operations Against the Enemy at Nansei Shoto, Formosa,
and the Philippine islands, October 7th-21st, 1944; Serial 0039, October
31st; also Action Report BELLEAU WOOD, Action Against Nansoi Shoto,
Formosa, Luzon and the Visayas, Philippine Islands, October 7th-21st,
1944; Serial 0170, November 3rd, 1944; also Action Report SAN JACINTO,
Operations Against Okinawa Jima, Formosa, Luzon, Philippine Islands, and
Visayas, Philippine Islands, in support of the Occupation of Leyte,
Philippine Islands, October 7th-21st, 1944; Serial 0043, October 31st,
1944; also War Diaries CTG 38.4, FRANKLIN, BiLEI.U WOOD October 18th,
1944; also Aircraft Action Report Air Group 13 forwarded by FRANKLIN,
Serial 0193, November 7th, 1944.
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1156 respectively, The fighter sweep was met by about thirty enemy fighters,

of which eighteen were reportedly dest.royed.k

Strike BAKBR attacked Nichols and Nielson airfields
at about 1015 from an altitude of 800 to lOGO feet, just below the overcast,
in spie of bad weather and very heavy AA fire which shot down to VF from
the ENTERPTRISE. The flight landed aboard at 1214.k

Strike CHARLIE was launched against the shipping that
had been repoxted earlier in Manila Day. The strike was precedeu inanediately
by a fighter sweep of twenty-one VF to attack airfields in the vicinity of
Manila to prevent opposition by enemy aircraft.*

On returning the FrCANKLIq aircraft arrived safely.

The ENTERP•RISE pilots encountered adverse weather which forced them to make

a wide detour to the north of Manila and caused the flight to be long delayed
in its return. At the time of expected retxr-x TG 38.4 was some thirty-seven
miles east of Point OPTION. CTG 38.4, reawizing this fact, detached The
ENTERPRISE with two destroyer escorts to meet her returning aircraft. How-

ever, the ENTERPRISE planes arrived after dark (sunset occurred at 1822), low
on fuel. After landing fifteen planes, the ENTERPRISE's deck became fouled
for twenty minutes by a deck crash, whereupon CTG's 38.1 and 38.4 expediti-
ously respotted the flight decks of WASP and FRANKLIN and landed seven planes.
In these operations, four VB and five VT were lost operationally. After all
plnnes were aboard or down, and destroyer searches had been made for sur-
vivors, CTG 38.4 reformed his task group and steamed through the area the
remainder of the night searching for survivors.**

WHILE 0TG 38.4 OPERATED AS ABOVE HIS TACK GIOUP WAS
IN A POSITION VULNERABLE TO 30i'H SUBMAiNE AuND NIGHT AIU ATTACK. VWHY TIHEN
DID HE JEOPARDIZE HIS COlR, AND? PE•tIAPS HE FELI' THAT THE RECOVERY OF HIS
DOWNED PILOTS AND A1RCR{EWI4E (TWENTY IN ALL) WAS SUFFICIENTLY IDI4OtTANT TO
WARYANT THIS ACTION; ?ERHAPIS HiE FELT THAT THE CHANCE OF A NIGHT AliR ORt S;UB-
1MARINE ATTACK WAS REMOTE, SINCE 'HIE ENEMY THUS FAR HAl) MADE NO NIGHT AIuR
ATTACKS OFF THE PIHILIPIINE., AND NO ENEMY SUB11aRdINES HAD bEEN itOi(V'. ED IN
THIS AREA; PERiHAFS HE WAS GUIDED BY THE PRPRCEDENT ESTAI3LlSHIW BY CTF 58 WHC,
SEVERAL MONTHS EAid,.ER (JUNE 20TH), IN THE BATTLE OF THLE PHil T.PIIPNi SA, IN
ORDER TC RECOVER DCWNEL PILOTS, I1A11 COIPilE'iTELY Ni-GL'itCf;D ANTISUBMRIiNE' SGCREN-
ING MEASURES IN FAVOR OF RESCUING PER5ONNEL.;-3-" W1[ATZEVKR HlS iREASuN THE
SEARCH THIS NIGHT WAS EFFECTIVE IN TIHIT BY 2400 H H11)D RECOVERED FOUR IPILOTS
AND EIGHT AIRCRh= EN AND HAD LEAR6NED THAT ONE VT PILCT HAD Bi;N DEFINITELY

Aircraft Action Repoxt, Air Group 13, October iOth-2Oth, 1944, BurialO77, November 6th, 1944; aiso Action iteport i!,1TEI•' 351', Operaýtionls

Against the Enemy: Nansei Iihoto, Formosa, Philippine islands, October
7th-21st, 1944, Serial 0053, October 31st, 1944.

{ Action Repo,'_ GTG 38.4, Operations Against Okinawa Jima. etc.,
October 7th-.21st, 1944, -Serial 00263, November loth, 1)44.

38e Action .vucport CTF 58, Operations in Sup;.ort of the Capture of the
Marianas, Serial (X)388, September l1th, 1),4, pages 29 and 30.
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LOST.* THIS LEFT THREE PILOTS (ONE VT, TWO VB) AND FOUR AIRCREWMEN YET TO
BE RESCUED.

THE POSITION OF TG 38.4 RELATIVE TO POINT OPTION IS
NOT EXPLAINABLE, FOR DOCTRINE REQUIRED THE COMMANDER TO REMAIN WITHIN A RADIUS
OF ONE-HALF THE LIMIT OF VISIBILITY FROM POINT OPTION AT ALL TIMES, ORl ADVISE
THE PILOTS OF A CORRECTED POSITION, COURSE AND SPEED FOR POINT OPTION. THE
LATTER DOES NOT APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN DONE.

IN THIS CONNECTION IT SHOULD BE POINTED OUT HERE THAT
WHILE THE SELECTION OF A COURSE AND SPEED FOR POINT OPTION IS ALWAYS A DEIS-
CATE PROBLEM, WHICH IS OFTEN COMPLICATED BY UNFORESEEN OPERATIONS AND VARIABLE
WIND CONDITIONS, IT IS NOT CLEAR WHY THIS DIFFICULTY OCCURRED IN THIS OPERA-
TION. THE PLANNED OPERATIONS WERE KNO\,Nl AND SHOULD HAVE BEEN ALLOWED FOR IN
THE COMPUTATIONS. THIS WAS THE LECOND DAY CTG 38.4 HAD OPERATED IN THIS AREA,
THERE WAS NO NOTICEABLE CHANGE IN THE FORCE AND DIRECTION OF THE WIND, AND
EXPERIENCE MUST HAVE INDICATED THAT SOME PLANES WOULD HAVE FORCED LANDINGS.
BESIDES, IT SEEMS QUITE LIKELY THAT THE FACT THAT BAD WEATH&R WAS APPAOACHING
WAS KNOWN TO HIS CONTAND.

Total plane losses !.roo all causes were 5 VF, 1 VF(P),
5 VB, 5 VT--a total of sixteen planes--of which thirteen planes were lost
operationa:Lly. Personnel losses as of 2400 were nine pilots and seven air-
crewmen .*

During the day, in accordance with COMTH:'RDFLT's di-
rective,*** CTG 38.4 conducted morning and afternoon searches over San
Bernardino Strait, with negative results. The first search, composed of two
VF and two VT from BELLEAU WOOD, departed 0623 and returned 0942; the second
search of two VT from SAN JACINTO departed at 1426 and returned at 1745.**'i*

Enemy air activity in the vicinity of TG 38.4 was very
light. Very few bogeys were detected. At 0725 BELLEAU WOOD CAP intercepted
and shot down a two-engine :And bomber thirty miles from the formation. At
1.025 a bogey wae reported bearing 210 0 (T), distant twenty miles, and a short

* War Diaries MAUR'Y, HELM, WILKES, SWANSON, October 18th, 1944.
** Action Reports, ENTERPRISE, FRANKLIN and SAN JACINTO, October 7th-21st,

1944.
*** COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 160246 October 1944 to CTG 38.4, info to

COMSOWESPAC, etc.
* CTC 38.4 Dispatch 181530 October 1944 to COMSOWESPAC, info COMSEVENTHFLT,

CINCPAC, CCMTHIRDFLT, COMINCH; also Action Reports BELLEAU WOOD, Action
Against Nansei Shoto, Formosa, Liazon and the Visayas, Philippine
Islands, October 7th-21st, 1944, Serial 0170, November 3rd, 1944, -"nd
SAN JACINTO, Operations Against Okinawa Jima, Formosa, Luzor,, Philip-
pine Islands, and Visayas, Philippine Islands, in Support of the Occupa-
tion of Leyte, Philippine Islands, October 7th-21st, 1944, Serial
0043, October 31st, 1944.
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time later ENTERPRISE lookouts actually sighted an enemy two-engine land
bomber on about the same bearing.* Nevertheless, interception by SAN JACIJTO
CAP was unsuccessful, and this plane escaped.* The 1025 plane reported an
Allied carrier task group at 1030 consisting of two aircraft carriers and five
other ships.**

The combined results of the above strikes by CTG's
38.1 and 38.4 were quite successful. The aggregate claims amounted to sixty-
one enemy aircraft destroyed in the air and seventy-six destroyed on the
ground. In regard to shipping, four medium AK's, one AO, and one floating
drydock were claimed to have been sunk in Manila Harbor. In addition, con-
siderable destruction and damage to hangars, buildings, and fuel storages at
Clark and Nichols airfields were reported.***

Photographs confirm the destruction to airfields and
shipping. In addition, post-war records show that five passenger-cargo and
large vessels ranging from about 4000 to 7000 tons were actually sunk in
Manila Bay by carrier-based aircraft on October 18th.**** In connection with
shipping losses, it is interesting to note that all were sunk by aerial tor-
pedoes,****,' which fact tends to substantiate the superiority of torpedoes
over bonbs as an antishipping weapon.

No Japanese reports are available in regard to their
air losses in the Manila area on October 18th.

(b) Operations of CTG 38.2, October ISth.

At the beginning of the day CTG 38.2 was proceeding on
his new signment on base course 260' (T) at twenty-two knots to the vicinity
of Latitude 180 -OO'N, Longitudo 123 0 -45'E, from which position he was to
launch one fighter sweep and two deck-load strikes against the Laoag - Aparri
area, instead of operating in strategic support in the vicinity of Latitude
18 0 -30'N, Longitude 1260 -30'E, prior to fueling on the following day.**-K*
This change in schedule gave him an opportunity to engage in the first

* War Diary CTG 38.4, October 1944.
** Material for Situation Estimates, First Section Naval General Staff,

October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).
Action Report CTG 38.1, Operations against Okinawa, Formosa, etc.,
October 2nd-29th, 1944, SerialOO101, December 15th, 1944; Action
Report CTG 38.4, Operations against Okinawa Jima, etc., October
7th-21st, 1944, Serial 00263, November 16th, 1944; War Diary
CINCPAC, October 1944.

~**** Japanese Naval and Merchant Losses during World War II, prepared
by Joint Army-Navy Assessment Comaittee, February 1947.

•**•* Action Report Air Group 13, October ±Oth-29th, 1944, Serial 077,
November 6th, 1944.

SCOMTHIRDF-KT Dispatch 170822 October 1944 to CTG 38.2, info QOMSOWNSPAC,
COMSEVENTHFLT, etc.
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offensive operations since he had attacked targets in northern Formosa on
October 14th.

At 0212 he launched a night CAP consisting of two VF from
INDEPENDENCE, which was recovered at 0616. No contacts were made.*

Commencing at about 0615, from approximate position Lati-
tude 180 -OO'N, Longitude 1240-OO'E, about 100 miles east of nor-thern Luzon,
he launched planes on combat missions as follows:**

Strike

Time Designation Composition Totals

(a) 0615 Fighter Sweep 35 VF 35

(b) 0800 Strike ABLE 32 VF, 36 VB, 21 VT 89

(c) 1100 Strike BAKER 36 VF, 31 VB, 18 VT _8

Total sorties 209

The armament for the above strikes consisted generally of bombs and incendiary
clusters. In addition, those torpedo planes and fighters so equipped carried
rockets as well as their usual loading of machine gun ammunition.

Weather conditions in the operating area of the task
group, and en route to the target area, were undesirable for flight operations,
with low ceilings, reduced visibility and showers, variable easterly winds
from five to twenty knots. However, the weather at the target was excellent,
with unlimited ceiling, and visibility about twenty miles.

The fighter sweep, which landed aboard at 1000, and
strikes ABLE and BAKMR, which returned at 1220 and 1610 respectively, met no
air opposition and encountered very meager AA fire as they attacked what few
targets they could find on he airfields in the Aparri - Laoag area. After
exhausting available ground targets, they se:irched for enemy shipping along
the north an(. northwest coasts of Luzon.***

* War Diary INDEPENDENCE, October 1944.
*-* Action Report BUNKER HILL, October 7th-26th, 1944, Serial 0293,

October 27th, 1944; Action Report HANCOCK, October 6th-31st, 'j44,
Serial 0100, November 3rd, 19W4; Action *teport INTREPID, Operations
against Nansei Shoto, Fornosa, Luzon and the Japanese Fleet, Operations
on >3yte, Philij1.ine Islands, etc., October 1Oth-31ot, 1944, Serial
0166, no date; and Aircraft Action Reports, Air Groups 7, 8 and 18,
October 18th, 1944.

*-~* Aircr.aft Action lteport, Air Group 7, October 18th, 1944, forwarded by
Commanding Officer HANCOCK ;erial 0100, November 3rd, 1944; Airccaft
Action Report Air Group 8, forvmrded by Commanding Officer BUNKER
HILL Serial 0304, October 30th, 1944; Aircraft Action Report Air Group
18, October 18th, 1944, n( forwarding endolsement.
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p aThe results of thz above strikes were quite profitable,

particularly in regard to Japanese shipping losses. CTG 38.2 claimed a total
of five ships amounting to about 20,000 tons snk, seven ships totaling about
11,200 tons probably sunk, and thirty-eight smaller vessels and luggers
amounting to 13,600 tons damaged. He claimed a total of twenty-one enemy air-

* craft destroyed on the ground and one single-engine seaplane destrojed in the
air as it was taking off.*

The claimed destruction and damage to enemy shipping is
substantiated in part by photographs and postwar analysis of Japanese ship-
ping losses, the latter indicating that on October 18th two cargo ships,
three transports and one submarine chaser, totaling 21,778 tons were sunk by
carrier aircraft off Camiguin Island; off Lapog a passenger-cargo vessel
(2407 tons) and a tarnk landing ship (0.C00 tons) were sunk, and another tank
landing vessel was probably sunk.**

Total losses were two VF, two VB, of which three planes
were lost operationally. Personnel losses were two pilots, one aircrewman,
of which one pilot, one aircrewman were rescued on the following day by the
BONEFISH. ***

CTG 38.2 maintained local patrols consisting of a CAP of
twelve VF and a SNASP of four VF-four VB/VT from dawn until sunset. No enemy
aircraft were obseived.A-A-m•

At 1831 CTG 38.2 set course 129 0 (T), speed sixteen knots,
and steamed toward his fueling rendezvous with oiler units of TG 30.8 at 0700
the following day.*****

(c) Operations of OTG 38.3, October 18th.

CTG 38.3 continued on base course 2000 (T), at seventeen
knots, toward his 0700 fueling rendezvous, zi6-zagging in accordance with
Plan No. 6. At 0220 he chatnged course to 160 (T), and at 0520 he changed
course to 0400(T). At 0601 he sighted on bearing 0500 (T) distant twelve mile5
the oiler units (TU's 30.8.3, 30.8.5 and 30.8.13) of TG 30.8 consisting of the
tankers MISSISSINEWA, CALIENTE, SCHUYLKILl, CHIKASKIA, ESCARBIA, TAPPAHANNOCK,
PAMANSET, KASKASKIA and LACKAWANNA, plus the escort carriers HUDYERD BAY and
NEHENTA BAY (providing air cover for oiler units) and the aircraft replenish-
ment carrier, BARNES. At U642 fueling was commenced, on base course 090 0 (T),
speed ten knots, and continued until l2OS.** *

* War Diary CTm 3 9.2, October 1944.
** Japanese Naval and Merchant Losses during World War II, prepared by

the Joint Army-Navy Assessment Committee, February, 1947.
War Patrol Report DONEFISH, Report of SIXTH War Patrol, no serial,
November 8th, 194..

***k War Diaries BUNKER HILL, HANCOCK and INTIEPID, October 18th, 1944.
***-* War Diary BUNKER HILL, October 1944.
*{**• Smooth Deck Log ESSEX, October 18th, 1944; War Diary CTG 38.3,

October 18th, 19144.
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At 0645 CRUDIV THIRTEEN (SANTE FE, B1hMINGHAM., MOBILE)
and DESDIV 100 (COGSWELL, CAPERTON, INGERSOLL, KNAPP) rejoined TG 38.3, in
compliance with COMTHIRDFLT's dispatch 170402 October releasing these units
fron cover duty with TG 30.3. During the fueling operations perscnnel from

* the disabled HOUSTON were transferred to the oiler units for tnansportation
to Ulithi, where that vessel would ultimately arrive in tow.*

During the forenoon the BARNES transferred the following
aircraft and pilots to TG 38.3: to ESSEX one VF, one VB and two VT; to
PRINCETON four VF; to LANGLEY one VT; to LEXINGTON four fighter pilots. One
VT flyable dud was transferred from the ESSEX to the BARNES.**

From sunrise to sunset, CTG 38.3 maintained a CAP of
eight VF and a SNASP of four VF-four VB/VT. In addition, an inner anti-
submarine patrol of two seaplanes was provided by the MASSACHUSETTS and
WASHINGTON during the fueling operations. Also, pre-dawn CAP of two VF(N)
was flown by the LEXINGTON from 0326 until 0556.***

Two enemy aircraft, apparently on reconnaissance missions,
were claimed to have been shot down during the day. At 1130 the CAP from
LEXINGTON shot down a plane identified as an enemy two-engine heavy fighter,
bearing 0180 (T), distant seventy-five miles.*** This was likely a two-
engine search plane, which had taken off from Okinawa at 0700 to search sector
2.55 0-165 0 (T) and did not return.*****

"Again, at 1300 the CAP from PRINCETON claimed shooting
down a similar type plane about sixty-five miles north of the formation.
This plane cannot be accounted for in Japanese records. At no time during
the day did enemy aircraft actually attack the task group.

Neither TG 38.3 nor the fueling group were reported this
day by Japanese search planes, because only one of the four search planes
went far enough to have observed these groups, aid this plane was shot down,
without transmitting a contact report.

Plane and personnel losses consisted of one VT with pilot
and one aircrewman from LANGLEY as a result of crashing into the sea on
catapulting (replacement VT was provided by BARNES); one VF was jettisoned
from ESSEX.******

* War Diary COMCRUDIV 13, October 18th, 1944.
War Diaries CTG 38.3, LANGLEY, ESSEX and BARNES, October 3.8th, 1944.

*5* War Diary CTG 38.3, O._tober 18th, 1944.
*•* War Diary LEXINGTON, October 18th, 1944.
,-•* Commander Western Attack Force TWO Dispatch 181732 October 1944 to

SIXTH Base Air Force, General Battle Report Addresses (Western Attack
Force TWO Urgent Battle Report (October 18th, Part I), War Diary
25th Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC Document 160137, NA 12278.

****x,* War Diary LANGLEY, October 18th, 1944; Smooth Deck Log ESS&X,
October 18th, 1944.
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After completion of fuel and aircraft replenishment CTG
38.3 continued in an easterly direction until sunset (1816), at which time
he set course 2550 (T) at seventeen knots, so as to arrive in his designated
operating area (vicinity of Latitude 17 0-0O'N, Longitude 127 0-00'E) by 2400.

(2) Operations of CTG 30.3 (Salvage Group), October 18th.*

TG 30.36 now under the command of COMCRUDIV TEN in BOSTON,
continued on course 120 (T) at four knots toward Ulithi. it still operated
as two task units, TU's 30.3.1 and 30.3.2.

At 0530 radar and TBS contact was made with the fueling unit,
closing from the eastward. This unit (TU 30.8.8) consisted of the oilers
TOMAHAWK, PECOS and KENNEBAGO, and DE's WEAVER and HILBERT. Fueling commenced
at 0630.

Fueling operations were mada difficult by long, heavy swells
and by the slow speeds required to prevent separation from the towing group.

At 0848 the GRAYSON spotted a low-flying enemy carrier-type
reconnaissance plane, which was shot down at 0900 by the CAP from CABOT ort
a bearing of 290 0 (T) distant twenty-five miles from the formation.*-

Although Japanese sources do not so indicate, it is quite
probable that this plane was one of the four enemy planes from Formosa that
searched sector 085 -l450 (T) from Garan Bi to a distance of 400 miles on this
date; three carrier-type planes and one carrier-type reconnaissance plane
were assigned to search this sector.***

At about 0900 CTG 30.3 received COMTHIRDFLT's dispatch 172307
directing that he change course to the south upon completion of fueling in
order to clear the path of a typhoon that was apparently forming in the South
Philippine Sea and moving northwestward along the projected track of the sal-
vage group.

At 1328 CTG 30.3 in BOSTON shifted from WU 30.3,2 to TU
30.3.1I.**-**

At 1736, upon completion of all fueling, he changed course to
180 0 (T). He realized that whi.e this course would bring his group closer to

* COMCRUDIV 10 Action Report, Report of Salvage of the CANBFIRk and
HOUSTON, Serial 0032, November 30th, 1944.

• Aircraft Action Reports, Air Group 29, October 6th-November 7th, 1944,
Serial 0024, November 7th, 1944; Smooth Deck Log BOSTON, October lFth,
194.

S**~ SIXTH Base Air Force Dispatch 172021 October 1944 to SIXTH Base Air
Force (SIXTH Base Air Force DesOpOrd No. 75), Detailed Action Report
Expeditionary Unit, (256th Air Group). October 13th-November 1Ith, 1944,
WDC Document 161.422, NA 12426.

*-•-* War Diary BOSTON, October 18th, ].944.
COOP"!fTIAL
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Luzon (about 300 miles), it held promise of avoiding the typhoon, which at
this time seemed the greater of the two evils. However, any apprehension
that he may have had in regard to his proximity to Luzon was quickly lessened
when at about 1832 he received COMTHIRDFLT's dispatch to CINCPAC which re-
ported success of early TF 38 strikes against Luzon.*

From dawn until sunset planes from CABOT and COWPENS provided
local air patrols consisting of a CAP of eight VF and a SNASP of four VF and
four VT. Japanese air activity, except for the one reconnaissance plane
destroyed, and a bogey that approached at 0218 from the noi 'hwest to within
fifteen miles or the formation, was nil.**

(3) Operations of CTG 30.5 (Fleet Air Wing ONE), October 18th.

CTG 30.5 continued to control the operations of his tender
and land-based aircraft from aboard his flagship, HAILIN, anchored at Ulithi.
His seaplanes flew long range day searches to 600 miles between bearings
3000 (T) and 360°(T) from Kossol Passage, while his land planes (PB4Y's) flow
long range daylight searches from Tinian to 800 miles between bearings
245M(T) and 272 0 (T), and to 1000 miles between bearings 2720 (T) and 353 0 (T);
in addition, the area north through southwest was covered by shorter range
searches by land planes (PV-1) from Tinian, and seaplanes from Saipan, as
indicated in Diagram "C". The results of these searches were uniformly
negative .***

CTG 30.5 neither sent nor received any dispatches of signifi-
cance to his operations on this datc. I

He lost one PBM-3D type seaplane and one crew member from
VPB 216 in a landing crash at Kossol Passage.***

(2) Operations of CTF 17 (Submarine Force Pacific), October 18th.

CTF 17 at his headquarters at Pearl Harbor watched the developing
situation. He probably wondered what had become of the Japanese cruiser
force which had been contacted by the SKATE on October 16th. He had moved
the PERCH and CROAKER into the N •asaki-Sasebo area and had a wolf pack off
Bungo Suido but there had been no reports for over twenty-four hours.

* COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 180902 October 1944 to CINCPAC, COMSOWESPAC,
Info All THIRD Fleet TFC's.

* Action Report COWPENS, October 17th--20th, Serial 0028, October 21st,
1941; Action Report CABOT, October 17th-2Oth, 1944, Serial 067,
November lst, 1944.

*** War Diaries, VPB's 202; 216, 4, 17, 18, 102, 116, 150, October
1944.

*• War Diary VPB 216, October )8th, 1944.
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During the forenoon he decided that it was no longer necessary to
maintain the WHALE and the SEAHORSE northeast of Formosa and therefore, since
they had completed their original patrols and presumably were low on fuel and
provisions, he directed them to return to Midway for refit.*

Sometime between about 1230 and 1500 he received a contact report
from the STERLET stating that at 1115 she had contacted two heavy cruisers,
one light cruiser, and six destroyers in latitude 280-000'N, Longitude 1270-
45'E on course 3200 (T) speed seventeen.** From its composition and location
and from the fact that he had received no contact reports from either his
Nagasaki - Sasebo submarines or his Bungo Suido submarines, he probably con-
cluded that this was the same force which had been reported by the SKATE on

October 16th southeastward of Amami 0 Shima. If this was so, he could see
that the enemy, instead of retiring into the Inland Sea, had remained in the
Amami 0 Shima area.

He now alerted his submarines in the MARU M1O3UE and Nagasaki - Saseboareas to this contact and directed them to attack.*-* From the fact that he

did not alert any of his submarines south of the MARU MOR•GUE it seems clear
that he had decided that this cruiser force was still headed for the Inland

Sea. He did not alert the submarines off Bungo Suido because (a) they were
on station where they had closed Bungo Suido to ingress as well as to egress,
(b) he did not wish the Bungo Suido submarines to depalt this area in order
to attack. Instead, by omission, he plaLnly desired then to remain on sta-
tion.

During the previous day and throughout this forenoon he received
numerous dispatches from CONITHIRDFLT indicating that since the prospects of
fleet action were poor, and the greatest danger lay in a Tokyo Express action
rather than in a fleet action it was unnecessary to maintain a THIRD Fleet
concentration of carrier forces preparatory to such fleet action, and there-
fore he had issued orders designed to establish a gradual return of TF 38 to
its basic bombing schedules.

To say that CINCPOA and CTF 17 concurred in this opinion of COM4THIRD-
FLT seems correct for at 1729 CINCPOA Zone Notice No. 44 reclassified cer-
tain of the submarine areas, as follows:***k

(a) Air Surface Zones--DETAIN, that portion of DELETE lying east of
Longitude 123 0 -0O'E, and that portion of VESTIBULE lying south
of Latitude 20 0 -30'N.

* War Patrol Report WHALE, Report of NINTH War Patrol, Serial 017
October 30th, 1944; also War Patrol Report SEAHOaSE, Report of
SIXTH War Patrol, Serial C-5-44, November 1st, 1944.

* STiR•LET Dispatch 180300 Octobe, 19/44 to GTF 17.
* CTF 17 Dispatch 180619 October 1944 to All Submarines MARU NMCRGUE

and Nagasaki - Sasebo.
**-' CINCPOA Dispatch 180829 October 1944 to COMTHIUDFLT and CTF 17.
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(b) Joint Zones--PARLOR, DEFER, that portion of VESTIBULE lying
north of Latitude 21. -O0'N, and that portion of DETECT and
DEPART lying east of Longitude 123 0 -00'E.

(c) Submarine Patrol Zones-KITCHEN, CLOSET, MARU MORGUE and il-C.

CTF 17 at 1903 directed "all submarines in CONVOY COLLEGE and MARU MORGUE to
discontinue special dispositions, to patrol stations previously ordered and
to resume normal rotating patrols." He further, in the same dispatch, di-
rected the submarines in CONVOY COLLEGE to patrol to the westward of Longi-
tude 1230 -O0'E.*

These directives were designed, of course, to keep TF 17 out of
likely operating areas of the THIRD Fleet. They made it possible for TF 17

submarines to operate with reasonable security westward of Longitude 123o-
00'E and made it possible for COMTHIRDFLT to operate his carrier forces in
areas where their aircraft could attack any submarine as enemy. In this
connection it will be recalled that on October 6th COMTHIRDFLT had requested
that TF 17 submarines be kept north of Latitude 250 -OO'N and west of Longi-
tude 1210 -OO'E until 2400 October 15th after which they could be shifted as
far south as Latitude 200-O0tN if desired.** It will be observed that this
dispatch, also by omission, implied that the idea of keeping the submarines
west of Longitude 121 -OO'E still obtained when south of Latitude 200-0O'N.
It is clear that CINCPOA mindful of the fact that the THIRD Fleet was now
operating south of Luzon Strait and feeling that Allied operations in the
Leyte area would cause increased movements of Japanese shipping along the is.-
land chain of Philippines, Formosa, and Okinawa, desired to move his sub-
marines into 0 intercepting positions, and therefore felt that the change from
Longitude 121 -OOE to Longitude 123 -OO'E was justified.

WHILE THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT CINCPOA WAS CORREECT IN MAKING THE SUB-
MARINE ZONE CLASSIFICATION- ABOVE RPFERRED TO THERE SEEMS TO BE CONSIDERABLE
DOUBT AS TO THE WISDOM OF CTF 17'S ORDER TO THE SUBMARINES OF THE MAIU MORGUE
AND CONVJOY COLLEGE, AND PARTICULARLY THE LATT&R, TO RETUhN TO THEIR NORMAL
OPERATING SCHEDULES. ALLIED ADVANCE FORCES WEE OPERATING IN LEYTE GULF AT
THIS TIME AND COMMCING ABOUT MIDNIGHT ON THE FOLLOWING DAY THE PRINCIPAL
FORCES OF TF 77 WOULD BE ENTERING LEYTE GULF PREPARATORY TO LANDING ON THE
MORNING OF OCTOBER 20TH. IF THERE WAS TO BE ANY JAPANESE REICT!ON IN
STRENGTH TO THESE LEYTE GULF OPERATIONS EVEN IF ONLY TO THE EXTENT OF STRONG
TOKYO EXPRESS OPERATIONS, MIGHT NOT SUCH FORCES HAVE COME THROUGH LUZON
STRAIT?

"At about 1930 he likely received a contact report from the BLACKFIN
that she had sighted an unknown submarine in Latitude 20 0 -451N, Longitude

* CTF 17 Dispatch 181003 October 1944 to All Subrvurines CONVOY COLLEGE
and MARU MORGUE.

* COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 060712 October 1944 to CINCPOA.
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132 0 -52'E.* From his plot of tne positions of his submarines CTF 17 could
see that this submarine was enemy and that, from its course, it was headed
across the SEVEqTH Fleet lines of communication between New Guinea, Pele iu
and Leyte, which were some 800 uiles to the southward.

Sometime between 2000 and midnight he received dispatches as follows:
(a) From the SAWFISH that having completed her lifeguard dutiss she was
headed for her patrol station;-"- (b) from the SAURY that she had recovered a
downed aviator and was returning to her assigned station•** and (c) and most
important, a dispatch from CTG 17.17 (the wolf pack commander in the BESUGO)
reporting that he now considered the primary mission of his group was at-
tack.*"* In addition, the wolf pack commander reported that (a) he had re-
assigned his submarines with the BESUGO north of Latitude 32 0 -O0'N and the
RONQUIL south of that Latitude in Area SEVEN west of Longitude 132 0 -lO'E,
and the GAEILAN in vicinity Okino Shima, (b) retiring Japanese fleet units
were following the 100 fathom crrve along each coast of Kyushu and that one
heavy cruiser and one larger ship had returned that morning.

(a) CONVOY COLLEGE.

Submarines operating in CONVOY COLLEGE continued to be the SAIL-
FISH, ICEFISH, SAWFISH, PARCHE, DRUM, SEADRAGON, SHARK, BLACKFISH, SNOOK and
COBIA. All submarines, with the exception of the SAWFISH, on lifeguard duty,
continued to patrol their designated rectangles along a north and south line
from the southern tip of Formosa to Cape Bojeador in order to blank Luzon
Strait. They generally operated submerged during daylight and on the sur-
face during darkness and low visibility.

At 1454 the SAWFISH, which had sighted numerous enemy patrol
craft during the day, sighted a torpedo boat known as a CHIDORI and fired
four stern tube torpedoes whicli missed. In returm she was ineffectively

depth charged by the torpedo boat.**•*

At about 2000 these submarines received orders from CTF 17 to
discontinue their special dispositions and patrol stations previously ordered
(October 15ýh),****** to resume nornal rotating patrols, and to remain west-
ward of 123 -O-0E.*0**- They immediately commenced deployment to their

* War Patrol Report BLACKFIN, Report of FIi3ST War Patrol, Serial 02,
December 4th, 1944.
War Patrol Report SAWFiIH, Report of'iGHTH War Patrol, Serial
88-44, November 8th," 1944.
SAURY Dispatch 181030 October 1944 to CTF 17.
BESUGO Dispatch 181424 October 1944 to CTF 17.

S8* War Patrol Report SAWFISH, Report of EIGHTH War Patrol, Serial 088,
November 8th, 1944.

*•**** CTF 17 Dispatch 150931 October 1944 to All Submarines concerned.
- CTF 17 Dispatch 181003 October 19144 to All Submarines in CONVOY

COLLEGE and MARU MORGUE.
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original patrol stations.*

Also at 2000 the Commanding Officer SHARK as commander of the
coordinated attack group (wolf pack) consisting of the SHARK, BLACKFISH and
SEADRAGON issued instructions to his cormmand concerning new patrol areas.**
Diagram "C" shows that this group operated in Area DELETE on this day. Since
this attack group was assigned Area DESTROY in CONVOY COLLEGE rotation for
this period of the month it is assumed that the wolf pack commander planned
to rendezvous his group there en route to their new station.

At 2100 the Commanding Officer SAWFISH, as wolf pack commander--
his wolf pack now consisted of the SAWFISH, ICEFISH, and DRUM--in accordance
with the above, issued instructions to the ICEFISH and the DRUM conceining
their patrol stations for the next two days.***

At 2120 PARCHE,having received orders from CTF 17 to rendezvous
with the SAILFISH at a designated rendezvous in the vicinity of Balingtang
Channel and to escort her to Saipan where she was to unload the aviators she
hb.• rescued and was to repair her radio transmitter,**** headed for the
rendezvous where she arrived at midnight. The SAILFISH received this order
at 2200, and headed for the rendezvous.

At 2200 the SAWFISH had completed her lifeguard duties and was
entering Area DETECT where she planned to rendezvous with the ICEFISH and
DRUM.***

Likewise at this time the reduced wolf pack SNOOK and COBIA, in
Area DELETE, headed for theiri lew patrol stations in that area. The SNOOK
was to operate in the BalLigtang Channel area and the COBIA off Calayan Is-
land .*****

During this day the submarines of CONVOY COLLEGE made no impor-
tant contacts.

The submarine BLACKFIN, which was supposed to be operating in
Area PARLOR awaiting orders to proceed on her mission, actually was in the
safety lane of Area VESTIBULE for, at 1600 in Latitude 20 0-45'N, Longitude
132 0-52'Ej she sighted an unidentified submarine. She submerged and commenced

* War Patrol Report PARCHE, Report of THIRD War Patrol, Serial 078,

December 2nd, 1944.
War Patrol Report SEADRAGON, Report of ELEVENTH War Patrol, Serial
194, November 8th, 1944.

*** War Patrol Report SAWFISH, Report of EIGHTH War Patrol, Serial 088,
November 8th, 1944.

**** CTF 17 Dispatch 172037 October 1944 to PARCHE.
**•* War Patrol Report SNOOK, Report of SEVENTH War Patrol, Serial 053,

November 18th, 1944; also War Patrol Report COBIA, Report of SECOND
War Patrol, Serial 035, November 5th, 1944.
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an approach. Finally, at 1726 having lost contact and deciding that the sub-
marine likely was the NAUTILUS, the commanding officer discontinued his
approach operations. Actually this was not the NAUTILUS but was instead one
of the Japanese submarines which was en route to the Philippine area at this
time. At 1900 perhaps feeling that this contact might not have been the
NAUTILUS he sent a contact report to CTF 17. At 2015 he received orders
from CTF 17 to proceed to patrol area as previously ordered.*

(b) Northwest Coast Formosa.

The TANG cortinued to patrol in the center of Formosa Strait.
She encountered numerous patrol planes and patrol craft which appeared to be
searching for her. The commanding officer therefore decided to leave the
center of the strait and to patrol instead off Pakusa Point during the 18th,
and to move to a position off Kiirun Harbor on the 19th. During this day he
made no contacts of consequence.**

(c) Northeast Coast Fonrosa.

The coordinated attack group (wolf pack) consisting of the
SILVERSIDES (F), SALMON and TRIGGER continued to operate off the northeast
coast of Formosa in Area 11-C. It had been reinforced by the WHALE and the
SEAHORSE. However, these latter two submarines did not long remain since
they were directed by CTF 17 to depart the area and proceed to Midway.*•*
The WHALE received these orders at 0530 and immediately headed for Midway.
The SEAHORSE did not receive them since she had submerged at 0455, and it
was not until 1950, after she had surfaced, that she finally received them.
She also headed for Midway. The departure of these two submarines lessened
the density of the submarine screen in this area and made possible fifty mile
gaps through which enemy shipping might pass undetected. During the day
these submarines operated submerged; during the night they operated on the
surface.

(d) MARU MORGUE.

The submarines BARBEL, SKATE, SAURY, BURRFISH, STERLET, and SEA
DOG continued to operate in the MARU MORGUE. They had been assigned definite
stations by CTF 17 and had been directed to remain in those stations until
further orders. All of these submarines, with the single exception of the
SAURY, were on qtation during daylight hours. The SAURY, instead of being

* War Patrol Report BLACKFIN, Report of FIPRST War Patrol, Serial 021,
December 4th, 1944.

** War Patrol Report fANG, Report of FIFTH War Patrol, no serial,
September 10th, 1945.

* War Patrol Report WHALE, Report of NINTH War Patrol, Serial 017.
October 30th, 1944; also War Patrol Report SEAHORSE, Report of SIXTH
Var Patrol, Serial C-5-44, November 1st, 1944.
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on station, had departed to the eastward to look for a BUNKER HILL fighter
pilot who had been downed since 1300 October 16th, and therefore she remained
well to the eastward of Okinawa and of her assigned station throughout the

* entire day.* She recovered the pilot at 1447. This was a most fortuitous
rescue since almost fifty hours had elapsed between the downing of the pilot
and the rmcovery.

ig n The BARBEL, BURRFIal, and STtRLET operated submerged during day-
light and on the surface during darkness; the SEA DOG operated on the surface
at all times exc.'•pt as forced down by Japanese aircraft; the SAUICI remained
on the surface until 1447 when, having fortuitously recovered the downed
pilot, she set course for Okinawa and submerged until sunset to give the crew
a rest. The SKATE operated on the surface until 1151 when she was attacked
by enemy aircraft and submerged until darkness.

Save for the sighting of Japanese aircraft and small patrol craft,
the patrols of all submarines with the single exception of the STaLET were
uneventful.** The STERULT's patrol on the other hand was very eventful for
at 1038, while submerged, she sighted by periscope, at a range of 29,000
yards, two ATAGO class heavy cruisers, one TENRY1U class light cruiser and six
escorting destroyers. The types and numbers of ships reported were in general
correct although there were five destroyers instead of six. The classes were
somewhat incorrect in that the heavy cruisers were of the NACHi class and the
light cruiser was of the NATORI class. However, there was considerable siri-
larity between tha ATAGO and NACH1I classes of heavy cruisers and between the
TENRYU and NATOI?. class of light cruisers. Actually this contacL was on the
SECOND Striking Force consisting of the heavy cruisers NACHI and ASHIGARA,
the light oruiser ABUKUMA and five escorting destroyers (the KASU1d and
HATSUIIAU had not as yet rejoined). The force was escorted by one airplans
which was conducting antisubmarine patrol. This plane appears to have come
from Amami 0 Shima, since the ABUKUMA had not recognized it as being_ attached
to the SECOND Striking Force.

At 1105 the STERILE heard the Japanese destroyers "pinging.I"

At 1115 she heard one very distant depth charge. This was the
depth charge attack made by the USHI1O*:*---two depth charges were actually
dropped--but the USHIO conducted a very poor attack and the 3TMiLLT escaped
damage.

The STERLET could not close this force nearer ,han 8,000 yards
because of the necessity for runntng subm,•rged.

* War Patrol Report SAURY, ttepoit of ELEVENTH War Patrol, Serial 023,
November 29th, 1944.

• Wa: Patrol Report STELRLET, Report of SECkND War Patrol, Serial 0120,
Nuvember 30th, 1944.

S** War Diary DESDIV 7 (USi'IO), October 191+4, WDC Document 161617, NA
11801.
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At 1300 after the Japanese force had passed, and with it the
escorting pl-'e, the STERLET surfaced and transmitted her contact report, in
part that t Aeavy cruisers, one light cruiser, six destroyers had been
sighted at 1115 on course 320, speed seventeen, in Latitude 28 0-00'N, Longi-
tude 127 0 -45'E.* It was 1430 before she had completed her 'ansmnission.**

At 15Z2 she contacted a single destroyer on course west at high 4
speed. This was presunably the KASUIQ which was retuining from a mission of
rescuing a downed aviator. She was unable to close.**

By about 2030 all submarines in the MARU MORC4JE excepting the
BURFISH had received CTF 17's order directhig them to discontinue special
dispositions and patrol stations previously ordered and to resume normal
c .erating patrols.***

As a consequen-e of this dispatch all submarines excepting the
BURLFISH proce,.ded to those stations within their designated areas which
they considered would be most fruitful against Japanese shipping. The BARBJlL
had moved by midnight into the venter of Area ABANDON; the SKATE into the
centeLr Q" Area AbIAZE; thq SAURY into the southeast corner of Area ABDUCT;
thr L,'P;>ISH had temporarily retired as on the previous evening but this time
to a -..Lion about fifty miles to the northwest of Okinawa; the STERLET into
the ..-. ,r of Ar'a ABRIDGE, and the SEA DOG into the center of Area ABUSe.

Meaijwhile tha BILLFISH was proceeding uneventfully .t about
s,.'.-nti.een knots to tho Ndansei Shoto area.***--

(e) Nagasaki - Sasebo.

rhe iEihCII and th.- CrOAKER 2onti~Lued on to their new stations in
the ., •.a oftween FuVae Shi-a and Kyushu arriving on station about 2000. Lt

,.ý,,mis cl.mar fl-,cŽ U.glam "G" thd.• the PE'CHts reference to a position iouth
of Nagasaki i ...; v-ry loosely worded since her btation in fact appears to have
been southwenL o. Sagp,-3sa.ki and therefore to the westward of the CROAKE•R.
lbhis li,:i-osition waz- rtasonably effective brt the diagram shows that a thi.'d
siubakrine was nec's,'., to cl.se Lhe approaches. During daylight these sub-
marines operated sutUergerl: during darkness they operated on the surface.
They did not '.2.>..i thati the ESGOLAR had been lost. Except for aircr- -t ob-
tervred in t*. viciynity -f the Japanese naval air station on Fukae -.-a the
patrols were uneve.ritful.**7-*

S SPT'IE•Ta" Dispatch 1,O3OO Octoiber 1.9 1 CTF 17 info COMrHIIJDFLT.

War Pat rol Report STERiLET, liepo:t ,',MON) War Pqtro!, Serial 0120,
November 30th, 1944.

' CTF 17 Dispat ch 16100<)3 October ' to all. Submarines in GONVOY
,CTIFGE and MARU MOhGUS.
..ir Patrol Report [ILLF]SH, ['epurt of SIXTH War Patrol, Secial 088,
No....ber 29th, 194L.
" Wa3 Patrol- Report PMECH, Report of THiRD War Patrol, No Serial,
Nov ,.rer nth, 1944.
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(f) HITPARADE.

(1) The approaches to Bungo Suido.

The three submarines assigned to Bungo Suido continued to
patrol their assigned secbors in Area SE" , with BESUGO in the western
sector, the GfAILAN in the central sector and the RONQUIL in the eastern
sector. They pE'trolled submerged during daylight, and on the surface at
ndgnt. Weather conditions were poor, with a visibility of from about one
to four miles in the vicinity of the RONQUIL and GABILAN. The weather in
the vicinity of the BESUGO, while somewhat better, was still only fair.

These patrols-during the day and until about 1640-were

uneventful ir the central and eastern sectors, but in the western sector
the BESUGO made several early morning contacts. At 0513 she contacted by
radar a fast-moving target entering Bungo Suido along the 100-fathom irve.
The commanding officer reported that from his bridge it resembled a 1.rge
passenger ship, possibly a BB-XCV. He further stated that it did not have
the lines of either a battleship or a cruiser.* This was nor a BB-XUV since
the Japanese BB-XCV's, ISE and HYUCA were in the Inland See. However, the
tentative identification shows the confusion existing at tl s time as to the
characteristics of these ships. The BB-XCV's were essential.•y battleships
with most of their battleship characteristics, except that they had a flight
deck over the quarterdeck,* and were often referred to as flight deuk battle-
ships.*K Since the target ship was travelling at approximately twenty-four
knots, the BESUGO was unable t.o cluse to nearer than 9500 yards, which she
did at 0534. As a result, target escaped into Bungo Suido. The BESUGO
iiow submerged.A

At 0638 she sighted a second shiý (ccurse not given, but also
appa-ently h'jading for Bungo Su.do), bearing 298 (T), distant 10,000 yards.
This ship she identified ". c'. !Leavy cruiser, but as no heavy cruisers were
reportedly in Empire waters at this time it is more likely that it was a des-
troyer. Since the BE3UG(O was submerged, she was unable to close and the tar-
get passed well out of range.* She made no more contacts, and the remainder
of the day was uneventful.

However, as evening drew on, the GABILAN at 1640 sighted what
she Lhought were two destroyers heading for Bungo Suido at twenty-two knots.
She was forced to submerge, as the destroyers were headed right at her. On I
* ~War jatrol -eport BESUGO, deport of FIRST War Patrol, Serial 0267,

No• ember 29th, 1944.
,* CINUPAC-CINCPOA Weekly Intelligence Bulletins, Vol. 1, Nos. 2, 3 and

5, July--August 194.
**• Intelligence Memorandum by Captain haymond D. Tarbuck, USN, to Asst.

Chief of Staff (G-3), Advanced Echelon, GHQ 3UWEJPAG, October 4th,
1944.
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surfacing, the destroyers were out of range.* No contact report appears to
have been made.

At 1735 the RONQUlL made sound contact on two PC's which were
patrolling the area. At this time the BESL}O, GABILAN and RONQUIL were ex-
pected to evade rather than attack small antisubmarine vessels."-

During the early evening the wolf pack commander in the BESUGO
directed the RONQUIL to patrol west of Longitude 132 0 -O0'E and south of Lati-
tude 32 0 -O0'N, the GABILAN to replace the RONQUIL in the eastern sector in
the vicinity of Okino Shima, and the BESUGO to remain in the western sector
and north of Latitude 32°-00'N. The RONQUIL which surfaced at 1842, received
the above instructions at that time; the GABILAN, owing to difficulties in
communications, did not receive them until 2250 when she received them from
the HONQUIL.*-*

Based on tne correct rotation at this time, which rotation
was due to commence at 2400,*iK** the BESUGO should have moved into the central
sector. Why was this not done? The wolf pack coiniande: explaineu it at 2324
by dispa4 "h to CTF 17, in part, as follows:

"Consider primary miission this group now attack. IESUGu and
RONQUIL ordered patrol Area SEVEN west of Longitude 132°-10'E; BESUGO north
of Latitude 32.-0O'N, tLONQUIL south of same latitude; GABILAN ordered patrol
vicinity Okino Shima; returning Jap fleet units following hundred fathom
curve along east coast Kyushu; one heavy cruiser and one large ship returned
this morning. Could not close." *

THUS, T1E WOULF PACK CuMricANDEH, PRIOR TO 1842, ACTING ON H51
OWN INITIATIVE AND BASING HIS ACTION ON IIS EjTlkLATE OF ENEIMY INTENTIONS
RATHER THAN ON CAPABILITIES, AND FURTHER FOUGETTING THAT IE WAS A SHMALL BUT
NEVERTHELESS VITAL COMPONENT OF THE RECONNAISSANCE ELEMENTS OF HI6 COMANDER''S
PLAN HAD DECIDED TO CANCEL THE PfiMARY OBJECTIVE ASSIGNED TO HIM BY HIS
SUPERIOR AT PEARL HARBORi' "THE PREVENTION OF UNDETECTED LOhTiE OF ENEMY TASK
FORCES THROUGH BUNGO SUIDE, "*** AND TO REPLACE IT WiTH TH6 "Djh,3TRU[CTIN"
OBJECTIVE, ALSo GIVEN IN HIS BASIC ORDE•S; i.e., HE NOW CONSIDERED TIHIT HIS
BASIC TASK WAS "TO ATTACK.'I*•-- IT 33 ASSUMED THAT lL, BASED HiS ACTiON
HERE ON SEVERAL FACTOrcS, NOTABLY:

* War Patrol Report GABILAN, Report of THIR) War Patrol., Serial 031,
November 13th, 1944.

** War Patrol Report RONQUIL, Report of SECOND War Patrol, Serial 038,
November 28th, 1944.
War Patrol i-eports BESUGO, RONQUI1, and GABILAN, October 1944.
Submarine Operational History, World War 11, Commander Submarine
Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet, Vol, 1, page 57.

• BESUG() Dispatch 181424 October 1944 to CTF 17.
r• CTF 17 Operation Order 328-44, Serial 00847, September 25th, 1944

to TF 17.17.
• War Patrol Report BE5'U1O, Report of FIRST War Patrol, Serial 0267,

November 29th, 1944.
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(a) CTF 17'S STANDARD PATROL INSTRUCTIONS, WHfEREIN THAT COM-
MANDER DIRECTED:

"NO SET OF PATROL INSTRUCTIONS AND NO OPERATION ORDER CAN
EVER FULLY COVER ALL POSSIBLE SITUATIONS WITH 'WHICH A SUBMARINE COM4ANDING
OFFICER MAY BE CONFRONTED. WHEN CONFRONTED BY A NEW AND UNEXPECTED SITUA-
TION, THE COM1ANDING OFFICM MUST THEN RELY UPON HIS OWN JUDGMENT AND INITIA-
TIVE, KEEPING EVER BEFORE HIM THE MAJOR MISSION, WHICH 1S TO INFLICT THE
GREIATEST POSSIBLE DAMAGE UPON THE ENEMY. "*

(b) CTF 17'S BASIC ORDERS, WHEREIN CTF 17 DIRECTED THAT, IN
ADDITION TO PREVENTING AN UNDETECTED SORTIE OF ENEMY TASK FORCES THUOUGH
BUNGO SUIDO, THE BESUGO, GABILAN AND RONQU.LL WERE TO ATTACK ENEMY FORCES
ENCOUNTERED, INCLUDING MERCHANT SHIPPING.**

(c) HIS BELIEF THAT, SINCE ENI24Y FORCES WERE AIETIhING AND THE
PROSPECTS OF BATTLE WERE REMOTE, IT WA3 FUTILE, TO CONSIDEH THAT THE "PREVEN-
TION OF UNDETECTED SORTIE" O13JECTIVE STILL OBTAINED, AND THEREFORE HE SHOULD
RETURN TO SINKING SHIPS AS A PRIMARY TASK.

BUT WEhE THESE FACTORS ENOUGH? IT WOULD APPEAR NOT, FOR

WHILE IT IS THE DUTY OF A COMMANDER, IN THE ABSENCE OF A SUPEiRIORU AND IN THE
FACE OF A CHANGING SITUATION, TO TAKE ANY ACTION HE DKEMIS NEC&3JARY TO SUP-
PORT HIS COMMANDER'S PLAN, EVEN TO THE EXTENT OF DEPARTING FROM HIS INSTRUC-

TIONS, THERE IS SERIOUS DOUBT THAT SUCH A SITUATION OBTAINED AT THIS Tf4E.**-*
THE WOLF PACK COMMANDER WAS NOT FACED WITH A SITUATION WlCH IREQUIRED IM-
MEDIATE ACTION, AND SHCULD HAVE COMMUNICATED WITH TIHE, PHOPEd. AUTHOdiTY, WHO
HAD FAR MORE INTELLIGENCE INFORMiATION THAN HE, AND HAVE MADE CONSTRUCTIVE
REPRESENTATIONS. IN ADDITION, HIS COMMANDER, WHOM HE COULD EXPECT WAS FOLLOW-
ING THE UNFOLDING SITUATION IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC VEhY CLOSELY, HAD NOT SEEN
FIT TO MODIFY HIS ORDERS IN ANY WAY. WHILE IT 1S TRUE THAT THE WOLF PACK COM-
MANDFER ADVISED CTF 17 AT A LATE HOUR OF HIS CHANGE IN OTBJECTIVES, IT IS ALSO
TRUE THAT, BY TAKING THE ACTION HE DID, HE DENIED THAT C(24i14AND.U AN OPPOR-
TUNITY TO APPRAISE THE SITUATION BEFORE THE SUBMAIRINES HAD COMMENCED MOVING
TO THEIR NEW STATIONS. BY THE TIME CTF 17 HAL) RECEIVED THE WOLF PACG& COM-
MANDER'S 2321., THE RONQUIL HAD BEEN UNDEiRWAY TOWAiD HER NEW STATION FUR AT
LEAST FIVE HOURS, WITH THE KESULT THAT, BY 2400, THE APPROACHES TO 1UNGO
SUIDO WERE LEFr, IN GENERAL, UNGUARDED. THEREFORE, BASED ON THE ABOVE CON-
SIDERATIONS, IT IS CONSIDERED THAT THE ASTION TAKEN BY THE COMMANDING OFFICER
BESUGO WAS UNSOUND.

IN SUPPOiRT OF TIHIS VIEW iS THE FACT THAT AT 1903 CTF 17 iS-
3UED INSTHUCTICNS TO HIS SUBMARINES IN CONVOY COLLEGE AND KARU MORGUE TO

SCTF 17 Operation Plan No. 1-43, Annex B, Serial 0807, June 24th, 1943.
::• CTF 17 Operation Order 328-44, Serial 00847, September 25th, 1944, to

TG 17.17.
S*Sound Military Decision, U.S. Naval War College 1942, pages 15 and 16.
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DISCONTINUE THEIR SPECIAL DISPOSITIONS AND RESUME NORMAL ROTATING PATROLS.*
THIS DISPATCH SHOULD HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BY THE WOLF PACK COMMANDER IN THE
BESUGO BY 2000, SINCE SOME OF THE DDRESSES RECEIVED IT AT THAT TLME.** IT
WILL BE OBSERVED THAT THIS DISPATCH MAKES NO MENTION OF ANY NE4 ACTION TO BE
TAKE BY OTHER TF 17 SUBMARINES IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC. THEREFORE, DOES IT
NOT SEM REASONABLE TO ASSUME THAT THE OMISSION OF ANf ORDERS TO HIS WOLF
PACK SHOULD HAVE ALERTED THE WOLF PACK COMMANDER TO THE THOUGHT THAT PERHAPS
HE HAD ERUED IN CANCELLING HIS "PREVENTION OF UNDETECTED SOiiTIE OF ENEMY TASK
FORCES", OBJECTIVE? PERHAPS THIS OMISSION CAUSED HIM TO ADVISE CTF 3.7 AT 2324
OF HIS INDEPENDENT ACTION.

(2) The Approaches to Tokyo Bay.

The above approaches continued to be guarded by the TAMBOiA
and the GREENLING which operated submerged during daylight aad on the surface
during darkness. As shown in Diagram "C", the TAMBOR was operating at this
time about fifteen miles to the northeast of Miyake Shima and patrolling on
a north-south line, while the GREEN14LING was operating between Omai Zaki and
Kozu ShJma generally on a northeast-southwest line. Weather contitions in
the vicinity of both submarines was fair in the early morning with heavy
weather, accompanied by periods of reduced visibility setting in later in the
day.

Both patrols were uneventful,*** although the TAMBOR contacted

one small patrol boat at 1235, one at 1729 and one at 2012, all of *hich were
avoided.****

The SEA DEVIL, which was retLring, continued on towards

Majuro, remaining on the surface during the day. Since she took no further
part in thic operation, she will be dropped from further discussion. 4K"* *

(C) China - uirma - India Theater.

(1) Operations of C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force, October 18th.

C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force, in addition to his primary mission of
supporting the Allied ground forces on the mainland of China, dispatched, in
support of the Leyte operation, four search B-24 sorties over the South China
Sea tv search the area north of the line from Kamranh Bay to Lingayen, in

* CTF 17 Dispatch 181003 October 1944+ to all submarities.

** War Patrol Report STERLET, ieport of SE'XiNU War Patrol, Serial 0120,
November 30th, 1944.

*i$* War Patrol Report GREENLING, Report of ELEXENTU War Patrol, no
serial, November 23rd, 194.4.

*•* War Patrol Report TAMJOR, Report of TWELFTH War Patrol, Serial 08019,
November 30th, 1944.

* War Pitrol Report SEA DEVIL, Report of FIRST' War Patrol, no Serial,
undated but about October 25th, 1944.
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accordance with the search track indicated on Diagram "C". The extent of
coverage is not known, although the mission report* states that the radar
of the night search plane flying the western sector became inoperative after
six hours.

The search planes reported the following contacts at:

(a) 0400, six ships, unknown types, Latitude 19 0 -42'N, Longitude
1l2o°45 'E.

(b) 0452, eight medium sized ships, unknown types Latitude 210-15'N,
Longitude 1110-37 E.

Wc) 1015, five freighters, Latitude 20 0 -28'N, Longitude 1130 -17'E,
course 020 0 (T), speed ten knots.

(d) 1655, threg freighters, Latitude 20 0 -23'N, Longitude 1120 -55'E,
course 080 (T), speed ten knots.

(e) 1915, three cargo ships, Latitude 19°-50'N, Longitude 1120-17'E,
northerly course.

(f) 2120, eighteen ships, unknown types, Latitude 210-061N, Longi-
tude 111 -221E, course 035 0 (T), speed fifteen knots.

(g) 2230, eight ',hips, unknown types, Latitude 20°-32'N, Longitude
111 0 -401E.

What, action, if am,,, COMNAVGIIPCHIMA or CINCPOA took in regard to the
above reported contacts is not know,. However-, the courses and positions of
the enemy ships sighted, all between Hainan and I-long &o, g, except for con-
tact (d) which may have been en route to Fonnosa or the Philippines, do not
,ndicate that these contacts were of immediate importance. CINCPOA probably
evaluated these contacts as coastal convoys, inasmuch as he had received no
contact reports from the BERGALL or the ROCK, which were patrolling between
Cape Varalla (vý.Aty miles north of Kamrenrh Bay) and North Danger Shoal.**
As a matter of fact, Japanese records*** indicate that (a) thei-e were convoys
in the Hainan - Huiling Island and Hcng Kong -.reas and (b) that the Commander
FIR5T Escort Force, who was charged with the movement of convoys, was at this
timt endeavoring to expedite unloading and withdrawal of convoy shipping from
Formosa and the Philippines, in view of the danger from Allied air attack.

* AAF Operations from China bases in support of Leyte Campaign, ltr from
Historical Division, Air Uni-ersity Library, USAF Air University,
Maxwell AFB, . iabama, to President, Naval War College, November 8th,
1950.

** War Diaries 3ERGALL and ROCK, October 18th, 1.944,.
"I** War Diary FIR&;T Escort Force, October 1944, WDC Document 161719,

NA 116OQ.
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CHAPTER IV - JAPANESE OPERATIONS. October J.8th9

(A) Operations of CinC Combined Fleet.

CinC Combined Fleet remained during the rniht at his temporary head-
quarters at Shinchiku. He bad delayed here enroute to Iliyoshi for reasons
mentioned under "Operations of CinC Combined Fleet 0719 - P400, October 17th",
and it was well that he had done so, since the situation had clarified in so
far as the Combined Fleet was concerned, lie now knew that the Main Force
would be unable to sortie from the Inland Sda before October 20th, and that
the FIRST Striking Force would be unable to sortie from Brunei Bay before.
October 22nd.

The situation had not as yet clarified as regards the nature of the Allied
operation in the Leyte nrea.

hte was clearly anxious to discover whether this operation (a) was the com-
mencement of landing operations in that area, as seemed highly probable; (b)
was the central IPhilippines operation by Admiral Halsey, discussed on the pre-
vious day by his Chief o' Staff (the otlher operation being a landing in the
southern Philippines by General MiacAr'hur);* or (c) was purely a feint by
eneny :urface forces, with the actuail enemy landing to occur in the southern
Philippines, most probably Nindanao.,;X-

lie knew th;ft he should continue on to 1liyoshij:- since the time for X-day
would have to be detnrmtLne0, and he feLt that. he wished to be present at
liyoshi when that was being deci ded. H!owever, lie ýalso undoubtedly wished to

know (a) what his .e.arch planes had discovered concerning the niovemerit•s of
Allied forces, both task and inv:Lsion, but especially the latter since this

might have a detening effect on X-day; (b) what operations the Allied naval
forces in th-- 5ulu.n area were undertaking on this day; and (c) what invasion
operations, if any, were underway elsewhere in the Philippines.

* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatcn 170946 October 1944, to Comma:,nder SIXT.H

Base Air Force, Detailed Action !ieport FIR.3T Striking Force, SlO Opera-
tion, October 16th - P8th, 1914, WOC Document 161641, NA 11839.
S Situation Estimate at the Start of thie AllJd Invasion of ?alau-lilalilthera,
Comibined Fleet IHeadquarters, September 17th, 1944, Army Historical Divi-
Jion Microfilm I{1.-26, Item L3.

,n,* Admiral Soeufu Toyoda, ex-IJN, "'Die End of imperial Navy", Tokyo, April

1950, pages 149-] 54.
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lie therefore Lrimrined at Shinchiku during the early forenoon h.o await
reports,

lie knew, of course, that (a) the FIHST Striking Force was enroute to
Brunei, having departed Lingga at 0100;* (b) the SECOND Striking Force was
enroute to Mako, having departed Anmudi 0 Shima at 0530; (c) the SIXTH Base
Air Force was (1) concentratinqg on Formosa preparatory to movingr to the
Philippines, and (2) prepared to Lttack on fifteen minutes notice; and (d)
the FIFTH Base Air Force and the FOURTH Air hrnty in the Philippines were
probably, so far as their meager strength and weather conditions permitted,
already reconnoitering and attacking the Allie-d forces off Leyte 'Ulf.

How long CixiC Combined Fleet remnained aLt Shinchiki is nut knowni, but it
is not believed that he remained there any longer than was necessary to re-
ceive the reports concerning the early forenoon operations of both enemny and
friendly forces. As a consequence, it seems likely that prior to his depart-
lre for lliyoshi, he had learned that:

(a) Conmiencing at about 0800 the Philipf inet Islands were under heavy air
attack from carrier planes and that Laoag had been hit by 150 planes, Aparri
by thirty, Manila by fifty planes, Clark Field by 100 planes, and the Tacloban
area and Cebu had been heavily hit.* (The attack on Laoag and ,Aparri had been
made by OTC 3;.2, the attacks on central Luzon by CTGs 38.1 and 38.4, and the
attacks on Tacloban and Cebu by CTM 77.4),,

(b) (1) At 0815 the. first of four carrier-type reconnaissance planes of
the T-Force had taken off from Kanoya to endeavor to locate the Allied carrier
task force laj;t reported at 0915 October 17th in Latitude 22%-001N, Longitude
1260-401!-", and to maintain such contact once wade,>: The remaining, three
planes departed at 0832, 0910 and 1120; (2) at 0842 one two-endiwne land
bomber and between that time and li.h two two-engine 1-mod bonibers had de-
parted Kanoya to nyke contact at dusk and guide the attack unit in to the
attack.;r:

* Detailed Action leport CIZUIIV-16, SilO Operations, October 17th - 27th,
1944, W4DC Document 161005, NA 11744.

-i Philippine Area Naval Uperations Part II, October-December 194,,
6 0ECOND D)emobilization Bureau, Japanese Government, October 1947, Depart-

ment of Army lisLuriual Division ile No. ` JS-104; also Vice Ad
miral lMatome Ugaki, IJN, (COMBATDIV 1), Personal Diary, S"A;NSOOKU,
Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March I5th, 1953 ),Vol-
ume iI.
De* Dtailed Action 'keport No. 7, l1th Itecco Unit, Search East of Fornosa,
October 18th, 1944, WDC Document 161445, NA 28445.

qMt iDetailed Action Report No. 13, 708th Attack Unit (T-Force), Night
Tor-pedo Attack on Enenm Task Force off Formosa, Octobtr 18th, 1944,
WDC Document 160579, NA 12409.
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(c) Allied operations were continuing in the Suluan area and that at
0930 about thirty Allied warships and about t.mn transports had been observed
in the area.A

(d) One Allied carrier task group consisting of two aircraft carriers
and five other ships was operating at 1030 about 200 miles east of Manila.*

(e) Car Nicobar Island had once again been attacked by a British carrier
task group consisting of one carrier, one battleship, three destroyers and
two ships believed to be transports. The island had been shelled between
0400 and 0500.* This attack does not appear to have concerned him, since he
recognized that it was purely diversionary, lie presumnably based this diver-
sionary concept on the very limited Allied forces employed there relative to

those now operating off the Philippines, and to the relative strategic un-
importance of Car Nicobar as comp'ared to the vital importance of the Philip-
pines. As on the previous day, he decided to leave the defense of the area
to the Ani•r and Navy comm;inders there who were responsible for it.,i

At about this liar, 1100, C0nC Combined Fleet departed for l{iyoshi.
Sometime in the afternoon he arrived at Omura Kyushu, where, because of bad
weather, he was grounded throughout the remainder of this day.*"-;" It seems
likely that from here he wa: able to discuss matters by telephone with hij
Chief of Staff at Hiyoshi. Therefore, it can be assumed that if he did not
receive any information enroute O(ura, lie received it at that place after
arrival.

At about 11o1 the Chiurf of St,t.f Combined Fleet transferred CWJIDEV SIt-
T'"N, compo, d of one heavy cruz'ser, one li;ght cruis.er ind one dertroyer,
from the! FLCST Strikillg, Force to t he : 3l,,t; Striking-, Force, and, in the ucame
dispatch tranuferred the now au.a,jiented SIECkOND Striking Force, cosisasting of
three heavy cruiserzs, two light cruisers and cLg,-ht destv'oyers, to Colmlander
SW Are;L Force. lie further dirested that the cni'iinaVl SE-OND) Striking Force
fuel a.. Takao inste;ad of Mako arid proceed ixmrediately to Manila.:X*

At 1103 he advised Coimm.ander SW Area that the newly-constitided SECOND
Striking Force was being trans:ferrea to his command to serve as the backbone

• Material for Situation Estimates, FIRST Section Naval General ]..S ff,

October 1944, WDC Document 216761 (Microfilm).
0*- Imperial General lleadqurtr-trs, Army lii,h Command Record, Mid .94l.-

August 1.945, Headquarters iTJC Military Ihi.story Section, Japanese
Research Division, Japanese Monograph No. 45, prage 156.

"•HS Admiral Soemu Toyoda, ex-IJN, "The End of Ihe Imperial Navy", Tokyo
April 1950, pnare 149 - 154.

3F2S CofS Combined Fleet Disp ttch 111101 October ].9/4/, to Commanders FIFRST

and SECOND Striking, Forces, Main Force, (Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 359),
Detailed Action ietor-t c;w:JV 16, S1{O Operation, October 17th - 27fh,
1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 1.174h4.
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of mobile over-water counterattack operations. In other words, it was to
be employed in moving troop reinforcements to Leý-te.*

It will be noted that this allocation of the SECOND Striking Force to
troop transportation coincided with COMT4IRDFLT~s previously expressed view
that the enemy would attempt Tokyo Express operations.

It is not entirely clear what motivated the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet
to rike these changes in the fleet structure at this vitil time, since they
seriously decreased the strength of the Combined Fleet forces to be committed
in battle whculd 3HO One be activated. It will be remembered that the origi-
nal Combined Fleet SHO Plan called for CRUDIV SIXTIý2ýN to operate with the
FIRST Striking Force, and the SECCND Striking Force to operate with the Main
Force. In 1949, the Deputy Chief of Staff Combined Fleet, who, in October
1944 was with the CinC Combined Fleet on Formosa, stated that the transfers
had been mnde because it was thought that the SECOND Striking Force as
originally constituted could not join the surface forces in time to partici-
pate in the penetration operation.:-• This was evidently a statement confused
by the paasa.ye of time, since it was easily possible, as shown by Diagram "C"
arid from simple calculation, for the SECOND Striking Force to have joined the
FIRST Striking Force after its sortie from Brunei which was planned for Oct-
ober 22d, and prior to its entrance into the Sulu Sea. In so doing it would
not h:-ve required any previous rendezvous with GRUDIV SIXTED;,N, since that
"NiUDIV was already with the I:'1h3T Striking Force.

This matter of possible changes in the fleet structure had already been
considered by Commander Mobile Force, %ho as early as September 10th, as a
-suit of chart maneuvers conducted at Kure, had recommended, among other
items, that in the event SIlO One or Iwo were activated, CRUDIV SIXT7'.,N, which
at that time was operating, with the Sl Area Force, be incorporp.ted in the
FIiS'P Striking Force, and C*'1UDIV ThM.-QN,. and DESRON ON", be incorporated
in the Main Force.,-

It seems likely that he made th-se recoi•nendations because he knew (a) the
Mobile Force S110 Plan gave as one of the objectives for the command "the
transportation and protection of the amphibious group",•- which, as has been

* CofS Combined Fleet Disratch 181103 October- 1944 to Commander SW Area
Porce etc., Detailed :Action iteport 2,'UDIV 16, SIlO Operations, October

17th - 27th, 1944, fDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
*'•' Statement, of Japanese Officials on World War II, 0ol. IV, illtary Bin-

tory iection, FEC, page 20, '1itenient of dear Admiral Toshitand Takata,
4x-IJ]4. October 10th, 1949.

. Mobile Force Memora,idum Concerning Tactical Organization of the Mobile
Force, September 10th, 1944, Departtmemt. of Arnmy Historical Division
Microfilm 1I1-20, Item A.

<;<- Simnander Ylobile Uoice Operation OrdAer 76, August 10th, 1944, Section
III, AllocaLion of la'or-ces, paragriph 3, ATiS Document No. 39, Part I,
Ap'il 22nd, 1945 (,IACill Docurent).
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pointed out earlier, meant the movirZ of troop reinforcements to the
objective area in order to counterattack the enenly; (b) both Arnr and Navy
Sections of Imperial General Headquartsvs had issued, as of August 15th
(last correction on October 8th), an "Outline of Preparations for Mobile
Counterattacks accompanying the SiO Opfration," wherein they stated the
policy as follows: By making thorough preparations and close cool eration
among the attack, shipping and tscort forces, a prompt counterattack opera-
tion will be carried out in tinely fashion;* and (c) that these transport
and protection forces would likely be CRUDIVts SIXTEEN and r9ENTY-ONE and
DESRON ONE.

He made the recommendation concerning the FIRST Striking Force because
he felt that "in order to assure the success of the FIRST Striking Force's"
penetration, it was necessary to augment the surface combat strength of that

force as much as possible,1"*i,- and the recomm•eridation concerning CRUIJIV 1WENTY-
ONE and DE,]SRON ONE because he appears to have felt that without these forces
the Main Force screening forces wnuld not only be inadequate but might be so
weakened as to be an inefflctive lure.I, As it was, the removal on October
lath of CRUDIV TWiE;NTY-ONE and DEISRON ON", which at the t'ime comprised the
SECOND Striking Force, made ii necessary to reinforce the Main Force with
four destroyers-&-:-& of the MATSU-type, which were not only slow but had a very
short cruising radius, :-; thus affecting adversely th.-_ mobility of the Main
Force.

THESE RL'COIO•LNDATIONS oF COVFANI),1. MlL, FORCE L:3,!TND. IN NAVAL,

WARFARiE, ••HEN A DECISIT r BAIT] A';AINST I-P.r I:; I'X]C''ICTO TOM A sIJI'J.,IOR
FORCE IS ThMIN;.N'P, IT IS ESSJ.;NTIAL 'D!AT 'nite NATION' S MNXINIIIA NAVAl POWER AND,
IF POSSIBLE, HER LAND A14 1'0tVI' R IN SUI1.1.).P, Th, CO!,;CI:NTiATU;D .A1' TNIt DE-CiSIVE
TINE AND PLACE It! c"LDu'ie T1HAT 'I:; MAXIMUM BLOW KAY BE DELIV';1dIO A;UAINST ['u!
ENEMY. TO fID END All N AVAL FORCES OF WHAT!JVL;R Cllhi-t'CTI-ý "H1UL)D HE' •ADiE

AVAILAI3LS 'TO TH4E COMiANDEIR, W1O SHOI'LI) ;o A1i'TORTION RIELY AS TO IN3UJI, TIIAT
iiA0C11 SHIP IS E;MP-UY.,) TO T111,"; 131T AIJVANTAGE.

"- A Appe.rndix to Imperial tieneral illeadquar•ters Navy Section Directive No.450,

FEC, (ii'. i YJlitary Inteil U.ierice Section, Military 1iistory Division Micro-
fiim No• 62239.1
Mobile Force Memorandum Concerning Tactic:al Organization of the Mobil-

Force, September 10th, 1944, Deprtmrnt of ArmTy Ilistorical Division
Microfilm 11S-26, Item A,,

• , Detailed Action iteport Main Force SILO One )per'aion, October .)Oth - 29th,

1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 17414.
;•:' These wxere the MAKI, KITI, 516I, KUA•I, which were ?tT::U-type destro,, e-rs

with a speed of P7.8 knots, a cruising r.dius of but `500 miles (at 20
knots), and a disphicTment of 1530 tons.
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THE NAVAL DECISIVE BATTLE DIFFERS FROM THE GROUND DECISIVE BATTLE IN
THAT:

(A) IN THE GROUND DECISIVE BATTLE, SMALLER FORCES OFTEN HAVE SUCCESSES
AGAINST LARGE FORCFS OUT OF ALL PROPORTION TO THEIR RELATIVE NUMERICAL FICAIT-
ING STRE'NGTHS, WHEREAS IN THE NAVAL DECISIVE BATTLE SUCH SUCCESSES *11E RARELY
OBTAINED; AND

(13) IN THE GROUND DECISIVE BATTLE, MANY ELTWNTS OF A DECISIVELY DEFEATED
ARMY MAY SURVIVE TO FIGHT AGAIN., WHEREAS IN THE NAVAL LECISIVE BATTLE VERY
FEW SHIPS OF A EFCISIVELY [EEYPATED) FORCE WILL ESCAPE.

WHY, THEN.. WITH TEE PROSPECT OF AN ALLIED INVASION IN STR:,NGTH--SINCE ALL

ALLIED IYVASIONS HAD BEEN IN STRENGTH--DID THE CHIEF OF STAFF COMBINFD FLEET
AT THIS VITAL TIME INITIATE THESE TRANSFERS WHICH CONSIDERABLY WEAKENED THE
MAIN 'ORCE AND TO A LESSER, -3JT IMPORTANT, DEGFE THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE,
AND WHICH WERE NOT ONLY CONTRARY TO THE SUCCESSFUL CONDUCT OF NAVAL WPT7FARE
BUT WERE ALSO CONTRARY TO THE GENERAL TENOR OF THE MEMORANDUM OF HIS COMMANDER
SURFACE FORCES?

A PARTIAL ANSWER, INSOFAR AS THE MAIN FORCE WAS CONCERNED, MAY HAVE BEEN
THAT, IN VIEW OF ITS PURELY DIVERSIONARY .OLE, CINC COMBINED FLEET, BELIEVED
THAT SUFFICIENT STRENGi! TO SUPPORT THE MAIN FORCE COULD BE OBTAINED THR(XJGH
THE EMPLOYMENT OF OTHER SHIPS CURRENTLY IN THE INLAND SEA BUT NOT OTHERWISE
DESIGNAiLD.* HOdEVER, THE ANSWER WHICH BEST EXPLAINS THESE TRANSFERS SEEMS
TO HAVE BEEN THAT THEY REFLECTED STRONG POLICY UISAGREEMENTS It' IMPERIAL
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS BETWEEN THE AHLMY AND THE NAVT. THE ARMY BELIEVED, 1%rAT,
SINCE IT HAD DECIDED THAT DECISIVE G:iCUND BATTLE WOULD BE ',AGED ONif ON LUZON.,
THE CORRECT STRATEGY FOR THE DEFENSE OF LEYTE WAS TO EMPLOY THE FJLL CONCERTED
STRENGTH OF BOTH THE SEA AND AIR ARMS, TOGETHER WITH THE GOTN TROOPS LOCALLY
AVAILABLE.* THIS CONCEPT EVIDENTLY DID NOT PRECLUME LI11ITED GROUND PEINFOR71-
a.NTS BEING MOVED INTO LEY.E FROM IGHBOJRING ISLANDS. TH MkVY, ON Tw OT1wR

HAND, BELIEVED AT THIS TIME THAT THE CORLRECT STRATEGY WAS ". 0 WAGE DECISIVE
BATTLE IN DEFENSE OF LEYTE, EMPLOYING THE FUILL CONCERTED STRENGTH OF ALL ARk-.
LAND, SEA AND AIR. THE NA.VY, THEREFORE, ENVISAGED MOVING POWERFUL RIMY FORCES
TO LEYTE TO CARRY OUT COUNTERLANDINGS AND TO DESTROY THE ENEýlY LANDTYN FORCES
ASHORE. THESE LATTER OPERATIONS WERE TO BE COORHDIAL•¶ED NITH THE 9LANNED
FLEET PENETrATION INTO LEYTE GULF.*

* Written Statement of Caotain Toshikazu Ohmae, x-IJN, Senior ..taf.

Officer Mobile Force, received April 13th, 1953, by ir. Clarke H.i-
Kawakami, World War iI Bat:.le Evaluation Crop, Naval War TollegE.;
also Philippine Air Operations, Phase II, 19)+-1945, Fir.3t Dmoblization
Bureau, Japanese Governmnent October 19. 5, k)i. 46, Part I(Colonel Mdsao
Matsunae, ex-IJA), Section II, paragraph A. 2:b.'2) (b), "Tho Luzon
District."
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THE ARMY'•S CONCEPT, WHICH WAS TH- ORIGINAL APPROVED CONCEPT, WAS NOT
REALISTIC BECAUSE IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN CLEAP THAT ONCE THE ALLIES HAD ESTAB-
LISHED AIRFIELDS IN LEYTE, PERMANENT COYZAND OF THE AIR OVER LUZON WOULD
AUTOMATICALLY FOLLOW, SINCE JAPANeSE LAND-BASED AIR POWER HAD ALREADY PROVEN
INEFFECTIVE. WITH THE LOSS OF COhMMAND OF THE AIR AND WITH ALLIED SEA POwTKR
CONTROLLING THE SEA AREAS, EITHER THE FALL OF LUZON WOULD OCCUR IN DUE TIME
OR LUZON MIGHT BE COMPLEIELY BY-PASSED BY THE ALLIE.S.

THE NAVY'S CONCEPT WAS THE MOIRE LOGICAL BECAUSE ITtE NAVY REALIZED THAT
IT WAS NECESSARY TO OBTAIN A Ti.CISIVE VICTORY IN Th1 LEYTE AREA LEST THE
PHILIPPINES FALL FOR THE REASONS ABOVE STATED. BUT THE NAVAL HIGH COMMAIND
WAS UNREALISTIC IN "HAT IT FAILED TO REALIZE FULLY ITS LIMITED FORCES AND
PERSISTED IN DETACHING FORCES FOR DUTIES 1HICH, WHEN COMPAR.ED WITH THE NTECES-
SITY FOR GAINING AN IlDIATE V[CTORf AT SEA, WfEr DECIDEDLY SECONDARY.

SINCE fl4PFRIAL GENERAL HEANUAELTERS (AmY SECTION) DID NOT, AT THIS TME,
FAVGR COUNTERLANDING OPERATIONS IN THE LEYTE AREA, ANE SINCE I}IPERIAL GENERAL
HEADQUARTERS (NAVY SECTION) DID FAVOR SUCH OPERATIONS, THE CHIEF OF STAFF COM-

INED FLEET WA3 MOTIVATED TO INITIA'E THESE TRANSFERS )" PART BY THE HOPE
THAT THE ARM WOULD BE PRESSED 'THEREBY INTO AGCHEZING ON CVJNTERILANDING OPER-
ATIONS. *

THIS METHOD OF ENDEAVORING TO PRESS THLE ARbf Vf 71IS LATE DATE INTO INI-
TIATING MEASURES WHICH IT DID NOT FULLY SUPPORT, AND WHICH IT FELT WOULD
C',ATE A POOR OR UNDESIRAID IJJATION Liioui.AR AS [ht. diY WA3 CONCERNED, IS
NOT A SCUND PROCEDURE, SIINCE IT TENDS TO BREAK DOWN COMPLETE UNITE OF ACTION.
IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT THIE NAVY HAD EN'nDEVORED AT AN EARLIER DATE TO OBTAIN THE
AGR&EIMNT OF THE ARMY FOR A DECISIVE GROUND, SZA AND AIR BATTLE AT THE F INT
CO POINTS OF INVASION RATHER THAN TO HAVE DELAYED SUCH DECISION UNTIL INVASIONWAS IMMINENT, BJT HAD NOT SUCCEEDED INSOFAR AS THE PHILIPPINES WERE CONCERKED.

THESE D SAGREEMENTS, AT THIS TIME, IN IM.PERIAL GENERAL HEADQUARTERS, SHOW

MAT EACH SERVICE, ARM-Y AND NAVY, WAS OBSESSED WITH T!E NEEDS OF ITS OWN SER-
VICE IN CONTRADI6TINCTION TO THOSE OF ITS SISTER SERVICE, AND THAT NEITHER OF
THEM CONSIDERED THE OBJECTIVES TO BE ATTAINED BY THE JOINT SERVICES ON THE
BROAD LEVEL OF IHE SHO ONE PLAN. IN ITIS CONNECTION, DOES IT NOT SEEM STRANGE
THAT THE SHO ONE PLAN, WHICH, IN ITS ESSENCE, CALLED FOR A DECLIVE BATTLE AT
THE POINT OF LANDING, WAS, BY DISAGREEMENTS SUCH AS THESE, BEING MADE MORE
AND MORE DIFFICULT OF ACCOMPLISHmeNT, AND WAS, IN FACT, IN Th1E PfROCESS OF
BEING UNNECESSARILY MODIFIED ON THE BASIS OF THE SUGGTEF;TIONS OF THE ARMY AND
NAV•Y HIGH CO?1VAND?

* Written Statenmnt of Captain Toshikazu Ohmae, ex-IJN, Senior Staff Officer
Mobile Force received April 13th, 1953 by Mr. Clarke H. Kawakami, trans-
lator for World War IT Battle Evaluation Group, Naval. War College.
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THIS LATTER COMMENT IS NOT DESIGNED TO ESTABLISH A HARD AND FAST RULE
THAT A PLAN SHOULD NOT BE CHANGED. ON THE CONTRARY, IT SHOULD BE CLEAR
THAT (A) NO PLAN CAN BE EXPECTED TO ANTICIPATE ALL EVENTUALITIES, AND (B)
UNEXPECTED CHANGES ARE THEREFORE TO BE REGARDED AS NOJI4AL. HOWEVER, ¶THE
COM14NT IS DESIGNED TO POINT OUT THAT THE SHO ONE PLAN HAD BEEN PREPARED
SCME TIXE BEFORE, AND THAT WHILE !T PROBABLY EMBRACED COMPROMISES BEThJEEN
THE SERVICES IT WAS NEVERTHELESS THE BEST PLAN--BASED ON CERTAIN ASSUMPTIONS
AS TO THE CONDITIONS WHICH WOULD OBTAIN AT THE TIME OF THE ALLIED INVASION--
THAT COULD B! PREPARED IN ADVANCE. LESPITE THIS FACT, AND DESPITE THE FACT
THAT (EXCEPT FOR A REDUCTION IN JAPANESE LAND-BASED AIR POWER, AND OF CARRIER
AIRCRAFT AS NELL, BECAUSE OF THE ABORTIVE ATTEMPT TO DESTROY THE ALLIED CAR-
RIER FORCES) THL SITUATION WAS UNFOLDINCG EXACTLY AS FORECAST, EVEN TO THE
DIVERSIONARY h(oLE OF THE MAIN FOCE,* THE JAPANESE HIGH CO'IAND--AND PARTIC-
UILARLY THE NAVAL HIGH CCW4AND--NOW ENDEAVRED TO CHANGE THE APPROVED PLAN
WITHOUT ANY LOGICAL REASON WHATSOEVER.

THE CONDUCT OF THE ARMY AND THE NAVY IN THIS PHASE OF THE SHO ONE OPERA-
TION DID NOT REFLECT CREDIT ON EITHER SERVICE, NOR ON THEIR RESPECTIVE SEC-
TIONS IN IMPERIAL GENERAL HEADQUARTERS. IT WAS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EACH
SECTION OF IlPERIAL GENERAL HEADQUARTERS TO EVALUATE ALL FAr'TORS WITHOUT
BEING UNIXJLY INFLUENCED BY THE REPRESENTATIONS OF EITHER SERVICE, AND TO
CARRY OUT THE APPROVED SHO ONE PLAN, OR TO PROVIDE A MOPIFIED PLAN- OR EVEN
A NEW PLAN IF NECESSARfY- FOR THE EIMPLOYMENT OF ALL FORCES, LAND, SEA AND AIR,
WHICH COULD BEST ACCOMPLISH THE STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE.

IN THIS PARTICULAR CASE, 'THE STRAL\TEGIC OBJECTIVE WAS THE PREVENTION OFA
SUCCESS1FUL ALLIED LANDING IN THS PHILIPPINES. IMPERIAL GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
(ARMY SECTION) WkS UNABLE TO PERCEIVE THAT THE BEST MEANS OF ACCOMPLISHING
THIS OBJECTIVE THROUGH THE SHO ONE PLAN WAS TO GAIN COME4AND OF THE LOCAL SEA
AREA BY DECISIVELY EEFFATING THE ALLIED NAVAL FORCES AT 1.1E TIfE OF LANDING;
FOR IF SUCH A DECISIVE VICTORY WERE WON, JAPANESE REINFORCEMENTS COULD SUB.-
SEQUENTLY BE LANIED WITHOUT DIFFICULTY AND THE GROUND BATTLE AGAINST THOSE
ALLIED FORCES WHICH HAD SUCCEEDED IN LANDING WOULD BE SPEEDILY AND SUCCESS-
FULLY MTINATED.

At 1.10 the Chief of Staff Combii-d Fleet advised the Chiefs of Staff of
the major fleet comnmnds, for planning purposes, as follows:**

"(I) Although an overall assessment of the enemy's landing intentions is

not yet possible, it is estimated that in view of the Suluan landing, sweeping

* Mobile Force Memorandum Concerning Tactical Organization of Mobile Force,

September 10th, 1944, Department of Arnm Historical Division }Iicrofilm,
HS-26, Item A.

+ CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181110 October 1944 to CsofS MaJor Commands,
Combined Fleet, Detailed Action Report FIRST Striking Force SHO Operations,
October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.
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operations in Surigao Strait, the air attacks on Manila and Cebu, and other
indications, there is strong possibility of a landing in the Tacloban area.

"(2) Tentative outline of future operations:

(a) The FIRST Striking Force will advance through San Bernardino
Strait and annihilate the enemy invasion force.

(b) In support of the FIRST Striking Force penetration, the Main
Force will lure the enemy to the north and destroy remnants of his forces
if the opportunity arises.

(c) The SECOND Striking Force (CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and IESRON ONE)
and CRUDIV SIXTEEN will be placed umder coimand of SW Area Force, and will
carry out counterlandings as the backbone of mobile over-water counterattack
ope rations.

(d) The full strength of the base air forces will be concentrated in
the Philippines and will completely wipe out the enemy carriers.

(e) The Advance Expeditionary (Submarine) Force will destroy damaged
enemy vessels and troop convoys with all the forces at its comm.-nd.

(f) The FIRST Striking Force will penetrate to the enemy landing
point on X-day. The Main Force will advance to the area east of Luzon on
X-1 or X-2.

(g) X-day will be fixed by special order, but it is tentatively set
at October 24th. Commander Mobile Force will fix the time if sortie of the
Main Force so as to conform to the above."

Here, th -i, was the genesis of the final Naval plan for SHe One. Here

also was the first plan available to this analysis which stated that the
FI4tST Striking Force was to advance through San Bernardino Strait. This plan
was very similar to tha Mobile Force plan for the emplo•ment of the surface
forces in she One and SHO Two, as originally promulgated by Conmander Mobile
Force on August 10th, 1944. It had the same basic weakness; i.e., the
necessity for precise coordination between all forces in the objective area
at the time of the Allied landing.

That this weakness of the plan was recognized by at least some of the
principal commanders is indicated by the diary of COMBATDIV ONE who, upon
receipt of the tentative plan from the Chief of Staff Conubineco Fleet, enumer-
ated the coordinated operations required, and then noted, "The point is, just
how much cooraination can be expected from the other forces concerned? The
problem, in particular, is the heavy reliance on base air forces."1*

Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN, COMBATDI1 1), Personal Diary, SENSOROKU,
Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, M•arch 15th, 1953,)Volume II.
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The tentative plan for the Advance Expeditioxiary Force differed con-
siderably from the diL3ctive originally given that force in CinC Combined
Fleet's basic orders to that command. The original orders* stated that the
Conander Advance Expeditionary Force would intercept the enemy and gain
control of the invasion area. They further stated that the targets for the
"submarines would norma).ly be aircraft carriers, battleships and troop convoys,
in that order, but that it was not necessary to adhere too rigidly to this
priority. In any case, damaging attacks were to be made on the enemy and, if
jooperation was possible between the surface forces engaged, the submarines

*- were to at.t-k in full strength.

The change of X-day from October 22nd to 24th was, of course, made because
of the inability uf Convaander Main Force and Commander FIRST Striking Force
to meet the earlier date. While this change, in view of later events, might
be considered today to have been a departure from the Combined Fleet SHO One
plan, this is not constdered to have been the case on October lth, since at
that time the date of the Allied 'landing could not as yet have been exactly
determinod. This was co because Japanese intelligence concerning Allied in-
vasion forces was poor at this time. in fact, no contacts whatsoever had
been made on any Allied invasion forces of consequence, except perhaps on
the limited forces engaged in the Suluan, Dinagat and Homornon operations.
Of course, there was always the fear at Japanese headquarters that the Allied
landing might occur one or more days before October 24th, in which case the
date of October 24th might prove to be a c~efinite and perhaps fatal departure
from ShO plan, since strong enemy forces could have been landed, and the
transports retired, before the Japanese peneLration operations could have been
made effective. Certainly the limited forces available to Connalnder SW Area
Force could not have prevented such landings.

The issuance of this order was known to Hhe Army, for the Daily Record
of the FOURTH Air Arny in an entry for this day states "Decisive battle
ordered for the Navy surface forces."**

At 1133 CofS Combined Fleet ordered the oiler NICHIKEI MARU, escorted by
the KURAHAS111 and one other escort ship (Escort No. 25) to proceed to Coron
Bay and to report its arrival there. 4 '- This oiler had been ordered to Coron

* Outline for Advance Expeditionary Y'orce Operations in 81[0 Operations
(Combined Fleet OpOrd 87, August 20th, 1944). ATIO Document No. 39
(Part VIII), June 4th, 1945 (NACHI Docu.ment).

• * Daily Record of the War Situation, GhQ-FEC Special Historical Collection,
Supporting Documents to General of the Army Douglas 14acArthur's Histori-
cal Report on Allied Operations in the Southwest Pacific Area (Item 4,
Footlocker 10 of 10, SWvPA Series Vol. II).

•:* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 181133 October 1944 to NICHIEI MARU, (Com-
bined Fleet DesOpOrd 473), War Diary NICHIEI MARU, October 1944, WDC
Document 1603148, NA 11838.
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Bay for the purpose of fueling the FIRST Striking Force after it had com-
pleted its penetration operation.*

At about 1240 the CofS Combined Fleet received a dispatch from the CofS
SW Area Force** advising that it appearea virtually certain that the Allies
were planning to land in the Leyte-Samar area, and that (1) four minesweepers
appeared to be engaged in minesweeping off Tacloban, (2) a large enemy war-
ship had gone aground off Point Bunga, Samar, and (3) he had learned, through
radio telephone intercept, that Allied carrier aircraft had been ordered to

attack Surigao Strait and the southern tip of Panaon Island.

Sometime in the afternoon it seems quite possible that (a) the CofS Com-
bined Fleet at Hiyoshi received word of a lu.ding in the Tacloban area, *
and (b) that CinC Combined Fleet, who was probably now enroute to Hiyoshi,
did not receive it. However, since the CofS Combined Fleet took no action
at this time, it also seems possible that he (a) did not receive it. (b) did
not believe it, and waited for further confirmation, or (c) could do nothing
until October 24th, and ther-eforc left it to his l-cal conmianders to take
whatever defensive measures were availab1_• to them.

During the early afternoon hc learrniu 'hat between 1230 and 1400 about
twenty-four land attack planes of th: T-Force attack unit had departed

Kanoya.*;';i These planes were to be joined by carrier-type attack planes
from the 262nd Attack Unit staging throurh Okinawa, but whether or not these
planes joined, and the extent of tb,,ir participation, is not knovm.-A-Hr

Also during the afternoon he ]t'urned that there had been two air raid
alerts on Formosa; one at 1545 and ori at 1500, but that no enemy aircraft
appe ared,---,

* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 190914 October 1944, to NICHIEI MRU,
RYOEI MARU, War Diary NIC,.ILI NARU, October 1944, JWJC Document 160148,
NA 31838.
CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 181210 October 1944, to Flags, Major

Commands, War Diary ZUIKAKU, October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA
11973.
Philippine Area Naval Operations, Part II, October-December 1944ý,
Second Demobilization Bureau, Japanese Gkovernm.ent, Octobcr 1947,
Department of Army Historical Division File No. 8-5, JS-104.

, T-Force Dispatch 181650 October 1944, to CinC Combined Fleet (General
Battle Report No.7), Detailed Action Report 702d Attack Unit (752nd
Air Group), October 16th - 19th, 1944, WDTCT Document 160364, NA 12357.

":* Detailed Action Report No. 13, 708th Attack Unit (T-Force), Night
Torpedo Attack on Enemy Task Force off Formosa, October' 18th, 1944)
WDO Document 160579, TTA 12409.

•-,; War Diary Kokubu Detachnment, 103rd Attack Unit, October 13th - 31st,
1944, WOC Document 160258, NA 12592.
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At about 1600 he received word, presumably from Commander SW Area Force,
that, through an enemy meesage intercepted at 1530, that commander had learned
that the enemy haa ord-red landir4g operations to be commenced between Dulag
and San Jose."

Also at about 1600 he learned that Cebu Air Base had been bombed by
eighty carrier planes.

At about 1610 he received a dispatch from Commander SW Area Force direct-
ing CRUDIV TKENTY-ONE and DESRON ONi to standby at Mako, and C2RUDIV SIXTEEN
at Brunei pending receipt of special orders.*;-•i•,•

At about 1630 he learned that the T-Forca attack had been cancelled be-
cause all searches had been negative, and that the T-Force search planes had
landed on Okinawa.*`ck *

Likewise during the late afternoon, the OofS Combined Fleet and probably
minC Combined Fleet as well, since that commander had arrived at Omura by

this time, received word that (a) two search planes had departed Taichu at
1315, had presumably searched for the Allied carrier task forces (no seai.ch
sector was given) and had returned at 1703, having made no contacts;•*,,
kb) a single search plane from the T-Force had departed Oroku at 1430, had
searched, with a visibility of fifteen miles, on course 175°(T) to a distance
of 350 miles, with a lateral movement to the left of thirty miles, and had
failed to contact allied forces;4*3 *A (c) the SIXTH Base Air Force had
launched no attacks during the day, since all of its searches had been nega-
tive; (d) Catmon Hill, Leyte, had been shelled in the afterrnoon by one ship,
apparently a cruiser;A and (d) foar minesweepers had been observed
sweeping the area east of Dulag, Leyte.*

It seems likely that CinC Combined Fleet, i, n his arrival at Omura,
where he wae forced to remain because of bad we-ther, received a report from
the Chief of the Special Affairs Bureau of Imperial General Headquarters

• * Material for Situation Lstimates, First Section, Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Yicrofilm).
War Diary 61st Air Flotilla, October 1944, 10C Document 161643, NA
12260o
Comnmander SW Area Force Dispatch 181540 October 1944 to Commander
SECOND Striking Force, COMCRUDIV 16, CinC Combined Fleet (SW Area
Force DosOpOrd No. 662), War Diary D;SRON 1, October 1944, WDC Doc-
ument, 161638, NA 11739.

•• Detailed Action sport No. 13, 708th Attack Unit (T-Force), Night
Torpedo hdttacks on Enemy Taak Force off Formosa, October 18th, 1944,

nDC Document 160579, NA 12409.
War Diary Kokubu Detachment, 103rd Attack Unit, October 13th - 31st,
1944, W-C Dozumcnt 160258, NA 12592.

• Conuander Western Attack Force TWO Dispatch 181846, October 1944, to
Commander SIXTH Base Air Force, War Diary 25th Air Flotilla, October
1944, WDC Document 160137, NA 12278.
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(Navy Section), issued at 1605, wherein enemy intentions, based on an
analysis of communication intercepts, were estimated as follows: "Enemy
.landing operations in the Surigao area appear to be of a l~iited character
designed to infiltrate a weak segment of our defenses or to acquire air bases.
They cannot be recognized as a real large-scale move to invade the Philip-
pines. '

WHEX COMPAIED W9TH TIHE VIEWi OF A TACLOBAN LANDING EXPRESSED BY TH•E COFS
COMBINED FLEET IN HIS 1110 DISPATCH OF THAT MOURING, THIS EVALUATION, WHICH
WAS COMPLEZELY IN ERROR STRONGLY INDICATES THAT AT THIS TIME TYERE WAS A
DIVISION OF OPINION IhTHIN DIPERIAL GENERAL HEADQUARTHRS (INT! SECTION) AS
TO HETH1R OR NOT TIFE SULUAN LNT)ING DID IN FACT FORECAAT A LAkRGE-SCALE IN-
VASION OF THE PHILIPPINES. HOW DID IT HAPPEN, THEN, THAT AT 1701, IMPERIAL
GENER.AL HEADQUARTERS (NAVY SECTION) THROUGH THE CHIEF OF THE NAVAL GENERAL
STAFF,*-*• DIRECTED CINC COMBINED FLEET THAT THE SHO OPERATIONS WOULD BE CAR-
RIED OUT IN THE PHILIPPIN2S,-' , THUS ACTIVATING SHO ONE FOR THE ENTIRE NhVAL
ESTABLISH1f&lNT? 14E ANSWER SEIS TO BE THAT THE IMPULSE FOR ACTIVATING SHO
ONE ORIGINATED NOT IN fIlERIAL GENERAL HEADQ),UARTERS PUT RATHER WITH CINO
SOUTHERIN ARMY, WHO, AS EARLY AS T.HE MIDDLE OF SEPTA23LER, FEELING THAT THE
ALLIES W(ULD LAND IN THE PHILIPPINES VERY SOON, HAD aECOýZENDED THAT THE CON.
CENTPRATION OF JAPANESE GROUND, SEA AND AIR FORCES AS PROVIDED IN THE SHO ONE
PLAN BE STARTED MIMflDIATELY IN ORDER TO AVOID DELAY3 IN METIN THE DEMANDS
OF A LAST-I1INJU' DECISION TO REPEL AN ENkff LAND1ih FORCE IN THE PHILIPPINE,>.
Dl9E•RIAL GLNERAL. HEADQUARTERS (AaMf SECTION) HAD RLEJSED TO RECC'1END THE
ACTIVATION OF SHO ONE AT ITHAT TIME ON THE GROUND THMT IT WAS TOO EARLY TO I.LlD1
SUCH A DECISION. HOWEVER, JIMIN ON OCTOBER 18'111 DIEERIAL GENERAL HEADQUARTERS _
(ARMY SECTION) RECEIVED AN ESTWIIWTE OF 'THE SIUATION FROM CINC SOUTHERN ARMY
WHEREIN THAT CO0MANDER ESTII.TED THAT THE ALLIED OPERATIONS IN THE LEYTE Y dAEA
WERE EITHiJ4 (A) A DIVERSIONARY RECONNAISSNACE IN FORCE OR (B) A BLOCKADE OF
THE EASTERN ENTRANCE TO LEYTE GULPH-H,'-' AND RECOEULDED THAT '110 ONE IE

"Philippine Area Naval Operations Part II, October-December 1944,
Second Demobilization Bureau Japanese Government, October 1947,
Department of the Arviy Historical Division File, No. 8-5, JS-104.

:- Admiral Koshiro Oikawa, IJN.
**: Imperial General Headquarters Navy Section Dispatch 181701 October 1944

(Directive No. 476), FEC G]1'4 Military Intelligence Section, Military
Historical Division Micrcfilni No. 62239.

•,-; Monograph, First Demobilization Bureau, Japanese Government History of
Imperial General Headquarters Army Section 1941-1945, Army Historical
Division File No. 8-5, JS-72. Also known as Imperial General Headquar-
ter3 Army High Command Record Mid-191-August 1945, Headquarters FEC
Military History Section, Japanese Research Division Japanese Monograph
No. 45.

*** Daily Record of the War Situation October 18th, 1944, GHQ-FEC Special
Historical C<fl.iection, Supporting Document.b to Oenecal of the Arnx
Douglas Machrthurls Historical Report on Allied Operations in the South-
west Pacific Area (Item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10 SWPA Series Vol, I).
(NOTT,: This document was certified to the Demobilization Poard as the
Original Record maintai..-cd by Captaini Kinji Takah-wb', T-IA. Operations
Department, Imperial 2iQ (Army Section), for the purpose of making
daily buttle situation ent-ies on Ch-trts. Tt is based on radio
nwssa.:es from various operational forces and commands).
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ACTIVATED, IfdERIAL GEN•RIAL IT•ADQUARfI[,RS (,Ai-ff SECTION) DECIDED IN ACCORDANCF
WITH THIS RLECO1ENDATION TO '-CCOIX¶END THE ACTIVATION OF THE SHO ONE OPERATIONJ
IT IS APPARENT TIHAT IYPEYIAL GENERAL MADQUARTLEILL (NAVY SECTION) CONCURR ED
WITH THIS DECISION OTHERWISE SHO ONE COULD NOT HAVE BEEN ACTIVATED SINCE ACT-
IVATION HAD TO FOLLOW AN IMPERIAL CENERAL HEADQUARTERS JOINT APM_-NArY DESIG-
NATION OF THE AREA OF E•CUTION. IN IMPLEMoENTING THIS DECISION Il•ER!AL

j GENERAL HEAQUA.RTERS (ARMjY SECTION) PRESUNABLY THROUGH THE CVIEF OF THE AkRYff
GENERAL STAFF ISSUED THE FOLLOW'ING DIRECTIVE* TO COMMENCE THE FIRST PHASE
BEGINNING TH1,E FOLLOWING DAY, OOTOME 19TH:

t"1, THE DECISIVE OPERATION OF THE IMPERIAL AlipfY WOULD BE C••RRIED OUT IN
0 THE' PHILIPPINE AREA.

"2. IN COOP-RATION WITH THE NAVY, THE SOUTHERN Ar&Y COMIMiANDER WOULD START
THE DECISIVE OPERATION TO DEFEAT ThE MAIN FOR'JE OF rffE ENEY A'TTACKING 'THE
PHILIPPINE AREA.

R• 3. THE CHINA EXPEDITIONARY ARMY CO1'[ENDER AND THE TENTH AR•EA ARMvY COM-

MANDER (PRIOR TO 22 SEPThRMBE CALLED THE FORMOSA ARMY COMMANDER) WOULD CO-
OPERkTE IN EVERY WAY POSSIBLE TO MA1KE T{E OPERATION EASIER TO ACCOETLISH."

It seems likely that CiaU Combined Fleet, upon his arrival at Omura,
received the various dispabches which he 'ad missed enroute Shinchiku tcI
Omura. These were important dispatches, since they made additional changes
to the Combine! Fleet SHO Ona Plan. Several of them, which were originated
by his Chief of Staff at Hiyohi were concerned with counterlanding operations,
another gave a tentative outline for future operations and set X-day tenta-
tively for October 24tb, several others--which originated with Commqnder SW
Area Force--forecast Allied landings in the Leyte-Samar area. 14hether or not
CinC Combined Fleet agreed with these dispatches is not known, but, since
there is no record that he took any counteraction, it is assumed that he was
satisfied with the actions of his Chief of Staff.

At about 1710, CinC Combined Fleet received a dispatch from the CofS SW
Area Force explaining that CRUDIV TvCENTY-ONE and DESRON ONE were to be held
on standby at Y:4.o and R$uDIV SIX•TEN on standby at Brunei, because the
Southern ArnV had not yet completed its plans for moving troops.**

* Monograph, First Demob lization Bureau, Japanese Government History of
Imperial General Headquarters Arny Section 1941-1945, Armny Historical
Division File No. 8-5, JS-72. Also known as Imperial General Headquarters
Arz High Command Record lMid-1941-Augaust 1945, Headquarters FEC Military
History 5C-c,,on, Ta anese Research Division Japanese Monograph No.45.

• CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 181640 October 1944, to CinC Combined Fleet,
Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operations, October 17th - 27th,
1944), WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
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Sometime before 1732, the CofS Combined Fleet received the activation
order from the Chief of the Naval General Staff, for at thnt tijne he act-
ivated SHO One for the Combined Fleet.* This activation, outside of requiring
the Combined Fleet surface forces to be prepared for twenty knots on two hours
notice, meant little to the surface forces, since, with the exception of the
Main Force, they were already enroute to Brunci and to Mako, and the Main
Force itself was rapidly preparing for sea, It did have the effect of ex-
pediting the regrouping, reorganizing -nd moving of the SIXTH Base Air Force
to Formosa and thence to the Philippines, and the reinforcement of both the
FIFTH and SIXTH Base Air Forces.

Normal Japanese practice would bhave been to follow up this activation
order with another order setting forth the overall operating plan. However,
since it was known in Tokyo that CinC Combined Fleet was on his way hack to
Tokyo from Shinchiku, the CofS Combirtcd Fleet wisely decided to defer the
issuance of this order for the time being and to issue instead only those
orders immediately required to expedite operational preparations.4

At about this same time, the CofS Combined Fleet learned that CinC South-

ern Army and C. C. FOURTH Air Army had received orders activating SHO One and
had comnenced concentrating their forces in accordance with previously pre-
pared plam's.:a

Sometime during the day, likely feeling that he had not handled the oiler
situation in the Lingga - Singapore area adequately, and feeling that Com-
mander FIRST Striking Force would be better able to handle the oiler situation
during the for-thcoming crucial days, he transferred seven oilers, including
the YUHO MARU and IHAKKO HARU, to that commander for duty.A,-,• This was a
wise but belated actJon,, since Commander FIRST Striking Force was already at
sea enroute Brunei and was operating under radio silence.

Sometime during the late afternoon he received an intelligence report to
A the effect that at 1505 a:1 enemy .forrce was 110 nmiles east-south-east of

• CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch .181732 October 1944, to Combined Fleet

(Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 360), Detaile-d Action Rcport CRUDIV 16, silo
Operations, October 17th -- 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

SWritten Statenwnt of Cipvain roshikazu Ohxnae, ex-IJN, Senior Staff
Officer Mobile Force received April 13th, 1953 by Mr. Clarke H. KawalLami,
World War 1I Battle Evaluation Group, Naval War College.
Philippine Air Operations, Phas.- Il, 1944 - 1945, First Demobilization
Bureau, Japanese Government, October J.946, Volume 46, Part I Colonel
Misao Matsumae, ex-IJA), Section III, paragraph A.2.d.

•e;3:-. Detailed Action ideport FIRST Striking Force, 5110 Operations, October
_6th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document !61641, NA 11839.
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1shigaki Island.* This report was in error in that no Allied forces were in
this area. 'lowever, th) submarine WHALE was returning from the area on the
sur Lce and was in this vicinity ai the specified time.-; Iý is not imopas-
sible that Japanese rerort referred to thý WMIALU.

During the early ev rning he learned that the p.Lns of Commander SIX1Ii
Base Air Force for the morrow were the same as for the preceding day.•"-

At about 2042, he received Coimandei SIXTH Base Air Force's dispatch
l820l?;•-k** wherein that commander (a) Ldvised his command that the eneny had
commenced landing in the Tacloban area and that, SHO One had been activated,
(b) ordered his commna-d to speed up their movement to Formoaa and to expedite
preparations to move to the Philippines, (c) ordered the 901st and 953rd air
groups to provide antisubmarine patrols for the FI-ST and SEGOND Striking
forces, and (d) tent:-tively assigned deployment bases in the Philippines to
units under his command.

At 2058 the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet, in furtherance of Commander
SIXTH Base Air Force's dispatch 181109ýE8`*- concerning th= ferrying of uir-
craft to the combat forces, issued instructions wherein he designated Cora-
i'ander Western Attack Force ONE as the controller of all ferrying of planes
and directed other commande0s to ccoperate.*i-

At about 2100 he learned that the T-Force attack group (twenty-four planes)
had returned to Kanoya.'-;'-;Pý***

Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN, (COdBATDIV 1), Personal Diary, SENSO-
Roku, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953),
Volume II.
War Patrol Report vrLALE, Report of NINTH War Patrol, 'Serial 017 Oct-
ober 30th, 1941.
Commander SIXTH Base Air Force Dispatch 181503 October 1944, to 31XIH
Basc Air Force (SI;°w Base Air Force DesOpOrd 79), ",ar Diary Ccmmrnnder
WLC~tern Attack Force ONE, October 1944, WDC Document 161644, NA 12258.
Commander SI.X,'1 Base Air Force Dispatch 182012 October 1944, to SIXTH

Base Air Force (SIXTH Base Air Force DesOpOrd 80), War Diary 25th Air
Flotilla, October 1944, 10C Document 160137, NA 12278.

•:':-;•:- Commander Sl.XJ{ Base Air Force Dispatch 181109 October 190+÷, to SIXTH

Fise Air Force, War Diary 252nd Attack Unit (701st Air Group) October
O3th - 31st 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.

-;''- CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 182058 October 1944 to Commander FIFt',
SIXTH and SEVN.TH Base Air Forces (Combined Fleet Des,1Oprd 475), War
Diary 51st Air FloUlla, Octo",or 1944, WDC Document 161644, NA 12258.

- Detailed Action t•cport, 702nd Attack Unit (752nd Air Group, October
16th - 19th, 1944, WDC Document ]60364, NA 12357.
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,uring the night he learned that Commander FIFTH Base Air Force pl3nneci
on the following day (October 19th) to make full strength attacks against
the Allied carrter force and invasion force, aspecially tran3ports, corneininwi•
at dusk.*

During the night he also learned that many Japanesi ships had bý-n sunk
by Allied aircraft and submarines. While it is proballe that hi did no. know
at this time exactly how many had been lost, it is likely that he had rieceives
enough information to know that the losses had been serious. Actiually seven-
teen merchant ships of a total. tonnage of 87,597 tons had been sunk of which
five had been sunk by jubmarines, ten Ly Allied carrier-basea aircraft, one
by Army aircraft, and one by a combination of Allied carrier-based aircraft
and submarines. Two tank landing ships and one submarine chaser had beer,
sunk in addition.**

(1) Operations of Commander Mobile Force, October lfth.

Commandrnr Mobile Force remained ashore at Oita Air Base and awaited
developments. He was primarily interested in the Main Force, since he com-
mand'd that force in person. He was, of course, interested in his other two
forces, the F.LRST Striking Force, which was enroute Lingga - Si, pore to
Brunei, and the SECOND Striking Force, wihich was at Make. However, since,
as has been pointed out earlier, these two forces, although still techaically
attached to the Mobile Force, were being operated, in general, directly by
CinC Combined Fleet, he had little to do with them insofar as the presen,
operations were concerned.

At 0303 he gave the Commander Yashima Anchorage instructions regarding
primarily the handling of fuel a•d the replenishment of the sortie units of
the Yain Force at that anchorage. These orders are nf interest ir that hN
directed that the destroyers present be emaployed as barges for fueling the
sortie ships.***

At 0930 he shifted his flag from Oita Air Base to the ZUTKAKU.

* Comander FIFTH Base Air Force Dispatch 18l214 October 1944 to FIFT4
and SIXTH Base Air Forces, Cin(' Combined Fleet (FIFTH Base Air Force
DesOpOrd No. 49), Detailed Action Report No.3, 23rd Attack UI-it (331st
Air Group), Search Operations Against En-my Task Fotce and 6ttacks on
Enemy Shipping, October 20th-November 13th, 1944, WDC LO' tment 160534,
NA 12378.

* Japanese Navy and Merchant Losses During World War II, prepared by tha
Joint Arnm-Navy Assessment Committee, February 1947.

*** Commander Mobile Force Disp;Ltch ljftn03 October 1944 to Mana Force, CtnC
Combined Fleet, Comnander Yashima .L orage, Detailed Action Report
Zuiho, SHO One Operation, October uAt!i - 25th, 1944, WDC Iocumeint. i6loXA.
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During the forenoon he received word of the heavy air attacks in
the Philippines by carrier based planes, of the Allied operations in the
Le-te area with some concept of the number and character of Allied ships
there, of the contact on a carrier force east of Manila and, finally, of the
attack on Car Nicobar Island.

During the late forenoon he received the Chief of Staff Combined
Fleet's dispatches 181101, concerning the transfer of certain designated
units to Commander SW Ar.a Force.s 181103, concerning the reasons for this
transfer;** and 1110, wherein the Chief of Staff gave a tentaiAve outline of
future operationz.*-

At 1450 ne designated the OYODO as flagship of CORTRON THIRTY-ONE and
as relief flagship of the Mobile Force for the S{O One operation.**** At 1535
he announced that at 0800 October 19th his flag would be temporarily trans-

ferred to the OYODO; that the OYODO would then proceed to Yashima Anchorage,
where he would hold operational conferences, after which, in the OYODO, he
would mroceed to Oita and would return his flag to the ZUIKAKU.÷'F*

THIS DETAIL IS INCLUDED HERE TO SHOW THE CLOSE CONTACT COMMANDER
MOBILE FORCE WAS MAINTAINING WITH HIS SUBORDINATE CO)a4ANDERS. SINCE THERE IS
NO SUBSTITUTE FOR PERSONAL CONFERENCES dND FRELE DISCUSSION, THERE CAN BE NO
DOUBT TMAT SUCH OPERATIONAL CONFERENCES ARE OFTEN HIGHLY ikECESSARY IN ORDER
THAT SUBORDINATES MAY BE FAMILIARIZED WITH THE PLANS AND HOPES OF THE COMMANDER
AYD IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY DISCUSS THESE PROBLEMS AMONG THEMSELVES AND WITH THE
COMMANDER. IF THIS IS ADjEQUATELY DONE, AND IF TH'E SUDORDiNATES ARE COMPETENT,
THEUI THE COM1MAND)ER CAN FEEL CONFIDENT THAT, SHOULD HE NOT BE PRESENT, THEY
WILL ACT INSTINCTIVFLY AS HE WOULD HAVE THEM ACT. AS HAS BEEN POIN'ID OUT
ELSEWHERE, T7IS IS THE FINAL AIM OF MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING.

* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181101 October 1944 to Commanders FIRST
Striking Force, Main Force, SECOND Striking Forcc (Combined Vleet
DesOpOrd 359), Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operations, October
17th - 27th, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744ý.
CofS Combined gleet Dispatch 181103 October 1944 to rommander SW Area

Forcey Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operations, October 17th -
27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 117T.

*id_ CfS Combined Flect Dispatch 181110 October 1944 to CsofS Major Forces,

Detailed Action ?eport FIRST Striking Force, SHO Operations, October
16th - 28th, 1,944, WDC Document 16164i, NA 11839.
Commander Mobile Force Visual Dispatch 111450 October 1944 to OYODO,
Detal!ed Action Rep•rt No. 2 0YODO, SHO One Operations, October 20th -

28th, 1944, WDC Document 161007.
*~* Commander Mobile Force Visual Dispatch 181535 October 1944 to Mobile

Fcrce (Mobile Force SigOrd 6), Detailed Action Report No. 2 OYODO, SHO
One Operations, Octobor 20th - 28th, 1944, WD0 Document 161007.
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During the day Commander Mobile Force received, as information
addressee, dispatches from the ]ess~r units of his command concerning their
activities in pr6paring for sortie. These dispatches are included under the
sub-bead Commander Main Force.

At 2046 he activated SHO One for the Main Force.* This appears to
have been his method of informing his command of the activation of SHO One.
It will be remembered that the Main Force as now constituted included some
individual skips from other cummands such as ISUZU, TAMA, MAKI., KIRI, AKIKAZE,
SUGI, among others, which .hips had been transferre(" to the Main Force the
preceding day and he wished. to be sure that they reueived the activation
order promptly. W1y he did not indicate to his command, as did other com-
manders on Uhs own echelon, the time (1732) at which CinC Combined Fleet had
activated SHO One is not explained.

(a) Operations of Commander FIRST Striking Fe~rce, October 18th.

At 0100, in accordance with plan, the FIRST Striking Force com.-
mencea sortiing from Lingga - Garanr* for Brunei, and hc&ded for Dempo
Strait.** Radio silence was in effeat. The entire force sortied with the
exception of the AKISHIMO and HAYASHIMO, which were enroute to Manila, and
the MICHISHIO and NOWAKI, which were at Singapore. The order of departure
was:

(1) SECOND Seution.**

(a) DESRON TEN, consisting of the light cruiser YAHAGI, six
destroyers: ASAGUMO, YAMAGUMO, URAKAZE, HAMAKAZE, YUKIKAZE, ISOKAZE.

(b) CRUDIV SEVEN, consisting of four heavy cruisers:
KUMANO, SUZUYA, TONE, CHIKIUA. (Sortied from Garan).

(c) BATDIV THREE, consisting of the two battleships KONGO and
HARUNA.

(2) FIRST Section.**-§

(a) DESRON TWO, consisting of the light cruiser NOSHIRO(sortied

* Commander Motile Force Dispatch 182046 October 1944 tc Main Force
(Mobile Force DesOpOrd 61), Detailed Action Report HYJGA, SHO Operations,
October 20th - 29th, !a/"]. -DC Document 161006, NA 12604• .

I** DDtailed Action Report No. 13 DESRON 10, SHO Operation, October 17th-

31st, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
*** Detailed Action Report No. 3 YAMATO, SHO One Operation, Antiair and

Surface Actions, October 17th - 28th, WDC Document 161639.
* Commander FIRST Striklng Force Visual Dispatch 171400 October 1944, De-

tailed Action Report MOGAMI October 18th - 25th, 1944, WT)C Document
160463, NA 12652.
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from Garan), and nine destroyers: SHIMAKAZE, SHIC-URE, KIYOSHIM0 (sortied
from Garan), KISHINAMI, NAGANAMI, OKINAMI, ASASHIMC, HAMANAMI, FUJUNAMI.

U (b) CRUDIV FIV4 consisting of three heavy cruisers MYOKO (F),
HAGURO, MOGAMI.

(a) CRUDIV SIXTEEN, consisting of oae heavy cruiser AOBA (F),
one light cruiser KINU and one destroyer URANAMI.

(d) CRUDIV FOUR, consisting of four hýavy cruisers: ATAGO
(FFF), TAKAO, CHOKAI, MAYA.

(e) BATDIV TWO, consisting of two battleships: YAMASHIRO (F),
FUSO.

"(f) BATDIV ONE, consisting of three battleships: YAMATO (F),
MUSHASHI, NAGATO.

The length of the formation was such that BATDIV ONE, which sor-
tied last: did not sortie until 0200.*

Commander FIRST Striking Force was '- the ATAGO in CQRDIV FOUR.

The YAMATO in BATDIV ONE, which was one of the last thi-ee ships
in the formation, passed almost exactly through the reference point (Latitude
"000-33'N, LonUitude 1040 -42'E)-* at 0430.*

SINCE THE PLANNED ROUTE TO BRUNEI CALLED FOR THE GUIEE UF THE
SECOND SECTION, WHICH GUIDE WAS IN TE DESTROYERS IN THE VAN*** TO PASS
THROUGH THIS POINT AT 0300,• IT WOULD APPEAR THAT EITHER (A5 THE FIRST STRIK-
ING FORCE HAD BECOME STAGGERED IN LENGTH (ONE AND ONE HALF HOURS AT THE
PLANNED SPEED OF SIXTEEN KNOTS WOULD EE THE EQUIVALENT OF TWENTY-FOUR MILES)
OR (B) AND THIS WAS MUC:! MORE LIKELY, T.E GUIDE OF THE SECOND SECTION HAD MEN
EFLAYED CONS±DERABLY IN ITS ARRIVAL AT THE 0300 REFERENCE POINT. IN EITHER
CASE IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE ABILITY OF THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE TO FORM
UP AT NIGHT ON A PLANNED SCHEDULE HAD BEEN OVERESTIMATED FY ITS COMMANDER,
WHICH DID NOT AUGUR WELL FOR RITURE NIGHT OPERATIONS.

* Detailed Action Report No. 3 YAMATO, SHO One Operatien, Antiair and
Surface Actions, October 17th - 28th, 1944, WDC Dociuweit 161639.

** Commander FIRST Striking Force Dispatch 171215, October 194" to CinC
Combined Fleet, etc., Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operations,
October 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

**~* Commander SECOND Section FIRST Striking Force vikual dispatch 171730
Oc.tober 1944 to SECOND SECTION, Detailed Action Report No. 13 IESRON 10,
SHO Operations, October 17th - 31bL, 19", WDC Document 161005, NA 1171:4.
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During the sortie, radar and sonar stations were manned and
individual units conducted evasive maneuvers. No preliminary sweeps o: the
area by light forces prior to the sortie, other than the air search by the
plantF of CRUDIV FIVE the preceding afternoon, were made.

This appears to have been because the South China Sea in the
vicinity of the reference point was shallow (less than twenty fathoms) and
thcrefore enemy submarine operations, while possible, were unlikely. Com-
mander FIRST Strikirg Force evidently felt that the manning of the radar and
sonar stations and the evasive maneuvers above mentioned would provide suffi-
cisit prote-+ion against submarines.

Weather conditions at 0600 were: Clear, wind southwest seven
miles per hour, visibility fifteen miles.**

At 0630 Commander FIRST Striking Force ordered the command, which
by this time appears to have closed up, to assume cruising disposition Y-8.***
Whi'' the nature of this disposition is only roughly known it appears to have
consisted, at least in the FIRST Section, of two parallel columns of heavy
ships, the columns being 4000 meters apar6. The SECOND and FIýST Sections
were separated by some 4000 meters, and were maneuvered separately. The des-
troyer locations are not known, but since most Japanese dispositions placed
the destroyers generally on the flank with but limited numbers ahead, it is
accepted that this condition obtained here.

Likewise at 0630 the FIRST Striking Force commenced zigzagging on
base course 0654(T), with a speed of advance of about sixteen knots.*** It is
not clear whether or not ship-based planes were launched for antisubmarine
operations, but it seems likely that they were not. Instead, the planes on
certain ships were held in readiness.*** It is more probable that antisub-
marine patrols were provided by shore-based aircraft, but there is no infor-
mation thereon for this date.

At 0718 Commander FIRST Striking Farce directed his command to be
prepared at 0730 to make eighteen knots immediately and twe~ity knots on twenty
minutes notice.**

* Commander FIR.ST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 171205 October 19"4 to

COMCRUDIV 5, War Diary BATDIV 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA
11739.

** War Diary DESRON 10, October 19"4, WE' Document 161638, NA 11739.
*'* Detailed Action Report No. 3 YAMATO, SHO One Operations, Antiair and

Surfac- Actions, October 17th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161639.
SCormande: FIRST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 180718 October 1944 to

FIRST Striking Force, War Diary BATDIV 1, October 1944, WDC Documcnt
161638, Nk 11739.

IDNTIAL,
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At about 1000 the AKISH41O and HAYASHIMO, which had arrived off
Manila Bay at 0800 but had not entered the harbor because the 11an•ila area
was under Allied air attack, received Commander FIRST Striking Force's dis-
patch orders--issued at 2005 the previous evening-to proceed to Brunei and
await orders there.* At 1030, therefore, these two dest.oyers departed for
Brunei.** The long delay (fourteen hours) incident to tie receipt of this
message by these destroyers indicates that it had been given a low priority
or had been seriously delayed by communication difficultits.

I During the forenoon Cozmander FIRST Striking Fo)rce received word
of the heavy air attacks in the Philippines by carrier-based planes, of the
Allied operations in the Leytz area (with s.'me -onzcept of the numb-r and

J character of Allied ships there), of the contaut on a carrier task fUrce east
of Manila, and, finally, of the attack on Car Nicobar Ialand.

At 1200, in approximate position Latitude 010 -29'%, Longitude
W06°-3W'E, he changed course to the left to OO°(T) to pass between Anambas

and Great Natoena Islands.*m* He maintained this course during the remainder
of the day. Since, according to his movemont plan, this change of course was
to be made at 1100 rather than at 1200, it is clear that the formation was
behind schedule about one hour. This supports the view previnusly expressed
that the guide of the SECOND Section on sortie had been considerably delayed
in arriving at the 0300 reference point.

During the late forenoon his command was increased by thie addi-
tion of Esc)rt No. 32**** and seven oilers.

He now had (a) eight escort type ships (MARNJU, RIYAKI, CHIeURI,
KuRAHASHI, YURISHIMA, ESCORT No. 19, ESCORT No. 27, aind ESCORT No. 32) for
use as oiler escorts. Of these escort ty--,ýb three (.1JRkHASt{I, MANJU, ay'fO
MIYAKI) were at or near Sana (Hainan), four (CiTIUhI, ý YLISI3ID, ESCORT No. 19
and ESCORT no. 27) we-e at Singapore, and one (ESCCRT No. 32) was at Yulin
(Hainan); and (b) eight oilers (YUHO MARU, HAKNO M Ar--T, MAN1J hARU, 1TSDKU-.
SHIMA MARL, OMUROSAN MARU, NIPPO MAiU, NICHIEI MARU, and 2YO!,.I VlARU). With
the exception of the 4ANEI MARU, enreute firout Palembang to Singapore., the
NICHIEI MARU, which was at Sana, and 'thAe RYUE3I '\ARU, enroute to Mako, all
oilers were at Singapore. Of course, thý- YUIiO MRU and IiAYKUO KAR escorted
by the MICHISHIO, NOWAKI and the ETOROFU had departed at. 1O00O that movdizg

* Commander FIRST St:iking Force Dispatch 172005 October 1944 to COMDES-
DIV 2 and Inperial GHQ, Wtr Dia•uy WfIEAKU Octo(bea' 1.944, WDC Ou•nent,
161636, NA 11973.

"*• War Diary AXISHIMO October 194.4, WDN Document 161636, RA 11973.
*** Detailed Action Report No. 3 YAM4XTO, SHO One Operations, Antiair and

Surface Actions, October 17th - 28-th• 1944, WDC Document 161639.
• 1War Diary FIRST Escort Force, October 1944, WDC Document 161719, NA

160Og.
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for Brunei, but were, for all practical purposes, still in the Singapore
area.*

At about 1203 he received a dispatch from CinC Comb`.ned Fleet
to the NICHIEI MARU directing the latter ship with two escorts to proceed
immediately to Coron Bay and to report her arrival at that base.**

Evidently the ships of the FIRST Striking Force were receiving
dispatches direct from Tokyo for at 1438 the MYOKO advised the HAGURO that
reception from Tokyo was bad between 1250 and 1400, which by inference meant
that recention during the remainder of the day was satisfactory.***

The afternoon passed without incident except for a periscope
sighting by the NOSHIRO at 1545.***-* Evasive maneuvers were conducted by
the ships iri the vicinity of the NOSHIRO for several minutes, but since no
attack developed, these ships resumed stations in formation.*- Act=.U1y,
the contact was false, since there were no submarines, Allied or Japanese,
in the area at the time.

At 1635 Comaander FIRST Striking Force received a dispatch from
Cin'ý Combined Fleet which transferred CRUDIV SIX EN from his command to the
SECOND Striking Force and assigned the augmented SECOND Striking Force to the
SW Area Force.**** A few minutes later he received an explanatory dispatch
from the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet which stated that the new SECOND
Striking Force was to serve as the backbone of mobile over-water counterattack
operations.**

About this time he received a dispatch from Commander SW Area

* Detailed Action Report FIRST Striking Force, SHO Operation, October
16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.
CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 181133 October 1944 to NICHIEI MARU
War Diary NICHIEI MARU October 1944, WDC Document 160148, NA 11838.
MYOKO Visual Dispatch 181438 October 1944 to HAGURO, Detailed Action
Report No. 3 HAGURO, SRO One Operations,October 23rd - 26th, 1944,
WDC Ducument 161747.

• ** Detailed Action Report No. 3 YAMATO, SHO One Operations, Antiair andSurface Actions, October 17th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161639.

*• CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181101 October 1944 to Commanders FIRST
Striking Force, Main Force, SECOND Striking Force (Combined Fleet
DesOpOrd 359), Detailed Action Report FIRST Striking Force, SHO Oper-
ations, October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.0 -li CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch i1l-03 October 194 to Commander SW Area
Force, etc., Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operations, October
17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document '61005, NA 11744.
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Force directing, among other items, that CRUDIV SIXTEEN stand by at Brunei;*
and at about 1710 a dispatch (received by COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN at 1747) from
the ChMef of Staff SW Area Force wherein the Chief of Staff explained that
the reason for this was the fact that the Southern Army was not ready to
move troops.**

At 1717 he received the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's dispatch
giving a tentative outline of future operations.

He was considerably concerned with two items in thesa dispatches,
(a) the setting of X-day for October 24th, and (b) the detachment -of CRUDIV

" ~SIXTEEN.
(a) His concern over 1-day was based on the fact that he had

advised the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet on the previous evening that at
twent•f kuows (which would require destroyer refueling after leaving Brunei)
he could arrive at the eastern entrance to San Bernardino Strait by the morn-

ing of X-day, and at sixteen knots he could arrive there by the night of I-day.
BLt since the distance from San bernardino Strait to the eastern entrance to
Leyte Gulf was some 220 miles, it was clear to him that should the twenty
knot alternative be accepted he could not possibly penetrate into Leyte Gulf
before the midafternoon of October 24th, and should the sixteen knot alterna-
tive be accepted, he could not penetrate there before early morning of the
following day (October 25th). In the former case, during the passage from
San Bernardino to Leyte Gulf he would be under the concentrated air power of

whatever carrier aircraft had not been drawn to the north by the Main Force;
in the latter case this passage would be mada during darkness.

Therefore, it is probable that he preferred the sixteen knot
plan not only for the reasons stated here but also because the SHO %oncept
called for a dawn penetration *%Am which could not be obtained under the
twenty knot plan.

* Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 181540 October 1944 to Commander

SECOND Striking Force, COMCRUDIV 16 (SW Area Force DesOpOrd 662), War
Diary DESRON 1, October 19"4, ?.•C Doument 161638, NA 11739.

-*- CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 181640 October 1944 to CinC Combined Fleet,
Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operations, October 17th - 27th,
1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

*•* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 18U10 October 1944 to CsofS Major Com-
mands Combined Fleet, Detailed Action Report FIRST Strik"ing Force,
SHO Operations, October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA
11839.

"•** CofS Combined Freet Dispatch 171201 October 1944 to Cenander Mobile
Force, Commander FIRST Striking Force, etc., Detailed Action Report
HYUGA, SR0 Operations, October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161006,
NA 12604,
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(b) His concern over the detachment of CRUDIV SIXTEEN was based
on the fact that his forces, while strong, had a penetration objective which
could not be achieved without serious loss. Therefore, since the success of
the operation was based on the success of this penetration objective, it was
essential that his command be at the maximum possible strength.

Although the above two items, as has been pointed out, were of
considerable concern to him, there is no record that he made any representa-
tions thereon whatsoever.

At 1743 he received the Chief of the Naval General Staff dispatch
1.701 directing that the SH0 Operation be carried out in the Philippines,*
arr at 1808 he received CinC Combined Fleet's directive activating the SHO
One Operation.** This activation of SHO One could not have surprised him,
since, as early as October 14th, he had decided that an invasion of the
Philippines was inevitable, had discontinued training, and had prepared for
battle.*** The Allied landings in the Suluan area, the SHO One Alert issued
on the previous day, the Allied carrier strikes throughout the north - central
Philippines, and the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's tentative out 1 ine of
future operations issued that day had done nothing to modify this view, but
instead had supported it. Therefore, the proximate activation of SHO One
could not have been unexpected.

* However, the receipt of this activation order must have had an
electrifying effect on the crews of his ships, since it foreshadowed a

* decisive fleet action of a nature not heretofore experienced in the Pacific
War.

During the day Commander FIRST Striking Force received most of
the intelligence information concerning the Allied operations in the Leyte
area that was received by CinO Combined Fleet. Among these were the attack
on Car Nicobar Island; the Allied air strikes against Manila, Clark Field,
Aparri, Laoag, and Tacloban; the Allied forces sighted off Suluan Island and

Soff Tacloban; the order directing the commencement of landing operations off
Tacloban; and the contact on an Allied carrier force consisting of two air-
craft carriers and five other ships about 200 miles east of Manila at 10300*'

* Imperial General Headquarters,(Navy Section) ,Dispatch 181701 October
1944 (Imperial General Headquarters, Navy Section Directive 476), FEC,
GHQ, Military History Section, Military Historical Division Microfilm
No. 62239.

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 181732 October 1944 to Combined Fleet
(Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 360), Detailed Action Report FIRST Striking
Force, SHO Operations, October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641.
NA 11839.

a*~- Detailed Action Report FIRST Striking force, SHO Operations, October
16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.

S*Vice Admiral Mateme Ugaki, IJN, (COMBATDIV 1), Personal Diary, SENSO-
ROKU, Nippon Shuppaa Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953)
Volume II.
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At 1900 Commander FIRST Striking Fcrce directed that at 0100
the following morning the SECOND Section, and at 0120 the FIRST Section,
would change course to 0700 (T).* Assuming that at this time the disposition
was correctly formed, this shows that (a) the guides of each section in dis-

position Y-8 were roughly five and one-third miles apart, and (b) that the
whole disposition was still one hour behind schedule, since the basic plan
had called for this course to be made at midnight.**

At 1908 COMBATDIV ONE ismued instructions concerning the state of
readiness of certain planes on the YAMATO (two planes), MUSASHI (one plane)
and NAGATO (one plane).***

At 2400 the FIAST Striking Force was bearing 2670 (T), distant
480 miles from Brunei, while the fueling group was bearing 251 0 (T), distant
555 miles from Brunei.

P (b) Operations of Commander Main Force, October 18th.

Commander Main Force throughout the day was preparing his cora-
mand for sortie on October 20th. He had directed them to assemble at Yabhima
Anchorage when ready for sea.**' However, the carriers of CARDIV THREE iad
to recover their aircraft at Oita, and therefore the ZUIHO, CHITOSE and
CHIYODA,***** already at Oita, remained there throughout the day. At 0555
the fourth carrier of this division (ZUIKAKU), which was at Tokuyama, departed
for Oita.****** Meanwhile, the HYUGA (and presumably the ISE) of CARDIV FOUR
departed Oita at 0524 and headed for Yashima Anchorag*. !;8**

At about 0705 he received a dispatch from COKCORTRON THIRTY-ONE
1i the ISUZU,*** * and at 1015 to the AKIKAZE and KIRI,**•;' to proceed

* Ceommander FIRST Striking Force Dispatch 181900 October 1944 to FIRST
Striking Force, War Diary BATDIV 1, October 1944, WDC Document
161638, NA 11739.
Commander FIRST Striking Force Dispatch 171215 October 1944 to CinC
CombIned Flreet, etc., Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Opera-
tions, October 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
Detailed Action Report No. 3 YAMATO, SHO Operations, Antiair and
Surface Actions, October 17th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161639.
Commander Main Force Dispatch 171350 October 1944 to Main Force,
Detailed Action Report OYODO, SHO One Operations, October 20th -
n12 ..% •I ..J Document 161007.
War Diaries ZUIHO, CHITOSE, CHIYODA, ZUIKAIU, October 1944.
War Diary ZUIKAKU, October 1st - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161636,
NA 11973.

• ** War Diary HYUGA, October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
• COMCORTRON 31 Dispatch 180635 October 1944 to ISUZU, War Diary

ZUIKAKU, October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
•* * COMCORTRON 31 Dispatch 180945 October 1944 to Commander Main Force,

War Diary ZUIKAKU, October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
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to Yashima Anchorage when sortie preparations were completed.

At 0859 the ZUIKAKU arrived at Oita.

At 0956 his Chief of Staff advised the Main Force that at 1300
October 19th, Commander Main Force was planning to hold an operations confer-
once (an the SHO One operation) on the OYODO at Yashima Anchorage, and direct-
ed "all commanders concerned, destroyer commanders and escort commanders in
the Xure area to attend". The Chief of Staff further directed that those
c-t.aI-m concerned with accomodating aircraft (which, of course, meant the
ships of CkiT-IV THREE and possibly the two plane guard destroyers HATSUZUKI
and WAKATSUKI, which were assisting the carriers) were to send a representa-
tive if at all puxsiblo.* He did not include their commanding officers
zince they were very busy at Oita and because he felt that he did not require
them in person at this conference, inasmuch as he planned to return to Oita
that evening.

At about 1115 Commander Main Force received a dispatch from COCICOR.-
TRON THIRTY-ONE advising the ISUZU that the MAKI and KUWA would arrive at Oita
from Saski at 1700 and directing the ISUZU to arrive there it that time **

At 1131 he learned that CRUDIV SIXTEEN had been transferred from
the FIRST Stri king Force to the SECOND Striking Force and that the newly-consti-
ted SECOND Striking Force had then been transferred from the Mobile Force to
Commander SW Area Force*** for duty involving counterlandirk operations in tha
Philippines area.****

These dispatches were highly significant in that he now knew the Ih
plaznned composition of the Main Force on sortie. This composition was four
first-line carriers, ZUIKAKU, ZUIHO, CHITOSE, CHIYODA; two hermaphrodite
battleships, HYUGA and ISE; three light cruisers, O0ODO, TAXA and ISUZU; and
nine destroyers and destroyer escorts, SHIMOTSUKI, HATSUZUKI, AKITSUKI,
WAKATSUKI, SUGI, MAKI, AKIKAZE, KIRI, KUWA.

* CofS Main Force Dispatch 180956 October 1944 to Main Force, Detailed
Action Report HYUGA, SHO Operation, October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC
Document 161006, NA 12604.

*: COKCORTMON 31 Dispatch 181045 October 1944 to ISUZU, War Diary ISUZU,
October .944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.

*** CofS Cubined Fleet Dispatch 181101 October 1944 to Commanders FIRST
Striking Force, Main Force, SECOND Striking Force (Combined Fleet
DesOpOrd 359), Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operations, October
17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

*N** CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181103 October 1944 to Conmander SW Area
furce, Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operations, October 17Lh-
28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
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At about 1140 he received the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's
estimate that there was likely to be a landing in the Tacloban area of Loyto
Gulf, and a tentative outline of future operations based thereon. He learned
that his command was to advance to the area east of Luzon on X-1 or X-2 day
and was to support the X-day penetration of the FIRST Striking force by luring
the enen7 to the north and by destroying remnants of the enemy forces should
the opportunity arise.* He also learned that X-day would be fixed by specialorder, but was tentatively set for October 24th, and that he was authorized to
fix the sortie time for the Main Force to conform to the above tentative plan.*

At about 1240 he learned that Commander SW Area Force, on the tnsis
of Allied activities in the Loyte-Samar area, was virtually certain that the
Allies would land in that vicinity.**

During the afternoon he learned of the two air raid alerts on For-
mesa, and likely learned that no enesy aircraft had appeared.***

At about 1404 he learned that the ISUZU had arrived at Yashima at
1200 and was proceeding on to Oita.****

At 1450 (since he was also Commander Mobile Force) he knew that the
OYODO had been designated flagship of CORTRON THIRTY-ONE and as reserve flag-
ship .f the Mobile Force during thc SHO One Operation,***-" and at 1535 that
the OYODO, with himself aboard, would, at 0800 October 19th, proceed to Yashima
Anchorage, after which it would proceed to Oita, where he would return to the
ZUI]KAKU.•H***•

SOMETIME DMRING THE DAY HE ISSUED IN WRITING HIS MAIN FORCE OPORD
NO. ONE, WHICH MUALT WITH THE FORTHCOMING OPERATIONS OF HIS CONMAND IN THE

* CefS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181110 October 1944 to Commander FIRST
Striking Force, Main Force, SW Area Force, etc., Detailed Action
Report FIRST Striking Force, SHO Operation, October 16th - 28th, 1944,
WDC Document 161641, NA i1839.
CofS SW Area Dispatch 181210 October 1944 to Flags, Major Cemmands,War
Diary ZUIKAKU, October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
War Diary Kekubu Detachment, 103rd Attack Unit, October 13th - 31st,
1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.
ISUZU Dispatch 181334 October 1944, to CONCORTRON 31, War Diary

* * Coemander Mobile Force Visual Dispatch 181450 October 1944 to OYODO,
Detailed Action Report Ne. 2 OYODO, SHO One Operations, October 20th-
29th, 1944, WDC Document 161007.

SCoemander Mobile Force Visual Dispatch 181535 October 1944 to Mobile
Force, Detailed Action Report No. 2 OTODO, SHO One Operations October
20th - 29th, i944, WDC Document 161007.
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COM MAIN FORCE

EVENT SHO ONE OR SHO TWO WERE ACTIVATED.* WHILE THIS ORDER ITSELF IS NOT
AVAILABLE TO THIS ANALYSIS IN ITS ENTIRETY, SUFFICIENT INFORMATION IS AVAIL-
ABLE FROM SEVERAL SOURCES" TO INDICATE THAT, IN GENERAL, FOR SHO ONE, IT
DIRECTED THAT THE MAIN FORCE, IN COOPERATION WITH FRIENDLY FORCES, WAS (A) TO
DO ITS UTMOST TO ASCERTAIN THE ENEMY SITUATION, AND (B) TO LURE THE ENEMY
CARRIER TASK FORCES TO THE NORTHEAST FROM THE AREA EAST OF THE PHILIPPINES,
THUS INSURING THE SUCCESS OF THE COMBINED FLEET PENETRATION OFPE'RTIONS. IN
ACCOMPLISHING THIS, THE MAIN FORCE WAS TO PROCEED SOUTH THROUGH THE WATERS
EAST OF THE NANSEI SHOTO, MAINTAINING A STRICT ALERT AGAINST AIR ATTACK. IN
THE WATERS EAST OF LUZON OR FORMOSA, IT WAS (A) TO CLOSE THE ALLIED TASK
FORCES THERE, (B) TO STRIKE AN EFFECTIVE FIRST BLOW AT THE ALLIED CARRIERS BY
DELIVERING A STRONG DAYTIME AIR ATTACK, AND (C) AT THE SAME TIME, AND WITHOUT
REGARD FOR ITS OWN POSSIBLE LOSSES, TO MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO LURE THE ENEMY TO

: THE NORTHEAST. THEREAFTER, IT WAS TO OPERATE IN SUCH A MANNER AS TO KEEP THE
ALLIED CARRIER FORCE AT 7HE OUTER LIMIT OF ITS AIR ATTACK RANGE, APPROACHING
THE FD$IM DURING THE DAY AND RETIRING AT NIGHT. BY THIS MEANS, COMMANDER MAIN
FORCE HOPED TO DRAW THE ENEMY INTO THE LESIRED AREA AND THERE ENGAGE A PORTION
OF HIS FORCES IF A FAVORABLE OPPORTUNITY TO DO SO SHOULD ARISE.

At about 1802 he received CinC Combined Fleet's dispatch 181732
activating SHO One.***

At about 1950 he received COMCARDIV ONE's dispatch to CARDIV THREE
advising that command that Commander 601st Air Group would transfer to detached
duty in CARDIV THREE all personnel and material in accordance with Main Force
DesOpOrds Seven and Eleven,****

At 2046 by Commander Mobile Force's DesOpOrd 61, SHO One was
activated for the Main Force.*****

* Deta!.led Action Report Main Force, SHO One Operation, October 20th -

29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744; also Detailed Action Report
ZUIKAKU, SHO Operation, October 20th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161008.
Detailed Action Report No. 2 0YODO, SHO Operation, October 20th - 28th,
1944, WDC Document 161007; also Detailed Action Report KUWA, Battle off
the Philippines, October 20th - 26th, 19"4, WDC Document 161717, NA
11801.

*' CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 181732, October 1944 to Combined Fleet
(Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 360), Detailed Action Report FIRST Striking
Force, SHO Operations, October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641,
NA 189

**** COMCARDIV 1 Dispatch 181920 October 1944 to CARDIV 3 (CARDIV 1 DesOp-
Ord 1), War Diary ZUIHO, October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.

**"-• Commander Mobile Force Dispatch 182046 October 1944 to Main Force
(Mobile Force DesOpOrd 61), Detailed Action Report HYUGA SHO Opera-
tion, October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161006, NA 12604.
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At 2055 he designated plane guards for the landing of aircraft on
October 19th (beginning at 1300) and 20th (baginning at 0700) as follows:
ZUTKAKU-WAKATSUKI; ZUIHO-HATSUZWKI; CHITOSE-AKITSUKI, and CHIYCDA-SHIMOTSUKI.*

At 2321 he established a supply force composed of the oilers
TAKANE MAR1 and JINEI MARU, ESCORTS 22, 33 and 43, and the AKIKAZE, and direct-
ed that this force proceed immediately to Tekuyama, and then within two or
three dayo to Amami 0 Shims, where it was to stand by.** Since ESCOI.TS 22 and
43 were still with the FIRST Escort Farce and were net transferred to the Main
Force until the following day,*** this dispatch is considered to have been
anticipatory of this transfer. It will be observed that the AKIKAZE was new
removed from the screen of the Main Force.

(c) Operations of Commander SECOND Striking Force, October 18th.

Ceouarner SECOND Striking Force, with the SECOND Striking Force
(less the HATSUHARU, which had been directed to proceed independently toSMake),*** continued refueling his light forces at Satsukawa Bay, Amx 0

SShim&. This refueling was completed at 0430, at which timt DESDIV EIGHTEEN
and DESDIV TWENTY-ONE, which had refueled from the cruisers of CRUDIV TWENTY-
ONE, sortied and commenced conducting an antisubmarine sweep outside the harbor
in coordination with the local defense forces***** which, in accordance with
orders received the previous evening, had begun their antisubmarine operations
as early as 0300.*** While it is true that the nearest Allied submarine,
the STERLET, was some sixty miles from Satsukawa Bay, and therefore the cruis-
ers on sortie were in no danger of Allied submarine attack, this was not known
to the Japanese commanders, who by this time had acquired a healthy respect
for the capabilities of Allied submarines.

At 0530 Commander SECOND Striking Force (COMCRUDIV TWENTY-O1E)
with CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and the ABUKUMA, sortied from Satsukawa Bay. On com-
pleting the sortie, he was rejoined by DESDIV'S EIGHTEEN and TWENTY-ONE, less
HATSUHARU.***** The weather conditions at this time were: cloudy, light wind,

* Commander Main Force Dispatch 182055 October 1944, to COMDESDIV 61,
653rd and 931st Air Groups, COMDESRON 11 (Main Force DesOpOrd '2),
War Diary ZUIHJO, October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
Commander Main Force Dispatch 182321 October 1944 to DESRON 11, etc.,
Detailed Action Report HYUGA, SHO Operation, October 20th - 29th, 1944,
WDC Document 161006, NA 12604.
War Diary FIRST'Escort Force, October 1944, WUC Document 161719, NA
11609.

***-* Commander SECOND Striking Force Dispatch 172343 October 1944 to
HATSUHARU, War Diary DESRON I, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739,

. War Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.
* * Commander (Command unknown) Dispatch 171138 October 1944 to Kaneya Air

Base, Subchasers, etc., War Diary ZUIKYAKU October 1944, WDC Document
161638, NA 11973.
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visibility five miles.* He headcd in a southwesterly direction to close a
downed airplane.

Meanwhile, DESDIV SEVEN, which had been refueling from drums
ashore, continued refueling. The process was necessarily slow, and therefore
the refueling was not completed until 0630. At 1650 DESDIV SEVEN sortied
from Amami 0 Shima and proceeded to rejoing Commander SECOND Striking Force.*

Sometime after sortiing, Commander SECOND Striking Force received
word that Car Nicobar Island had been shelled by Allied forces at O400.**

At about 0845 the KASUMI left the formation to rescue the crew of
the downed plane which had made a forced landing at Latitude 27°-421'1, Long-
itude 1280 -34'E. She effecLed the rescue at 0910.** This was in accordance
with CinC Combined Fleet's dispatch 141216"** to Commander SECOND Striking
Force, directing his sortie fro:, the Inland Sea, and is of interest here in
that it was the only known instance of such rescue by this force.

The KASUMI did not attempt to rejoin at this time but instead
made arrangements t) transfer the rescued airmen to a torpedo boat.**

At about 0930 Commander SECOND Striking Force changed course to
the northwest and headed for the HATSUHARU's estimated noon position presumably
to give her instruction which he did not choose to send by radio. This change
of course also tended to move the SECOND Striking Force out of the more danger-
ous waters of the Nansei Shoto where hq knew Allied submarines were operating.

At 1006 the ABUKUMYA sighted an unidentified aircraft bearing
1200 (T).**** Since no contact reports on Allied carriers were Usade by Japanese
air forces until 1O30,**4** and since there are no records of any such contacts
in the war diaries of the SECOND Strikiag Force, it is not known how Commander
SECOND Striking Force reacted to this contact. However, since he continued on
his northwesterly course, it is assumed that he corrt :tly evaluated it as
friendly.

At ll0O. DESDIV SEVEN rejoined the SECOND Striking Force in
Latitude 28 0 -05'1N, Longitude 127 0 -41EE.*

* War Diary DESDIV 7 (USHIO), October 1944, WDC Document 161717, NA 11801.
** War Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, W•D Document 161638, NA 11739.

S CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 1A1216 October 1944 to Conmmander SECONDI
Striking Force, info all Fleet and Squadron Commanders Combined Fleet
(Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 348), War Diary DESRON I, October 1944, WDC
Document 161638, NA 11739.

* ~War Diary ABUKUMA, October 1944, WDC Document 161634, NA 11973.
***•~* Material for Situation Estimates,FIPST Section Naval General Staff,

October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).
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At about 1115, in Latitude 280-02'N, Longitude 127 0-401E, the
NAMHI detected the submarine STERLET. The USHIO immdiately depth-charged
her, employing two depth charges with unknown results.* The STERILET had con-
tacted the SECOND Striking Force at 1038 at a range of 29,000 yards, and had
cleosd to attack, but could net close nearer than 8,000 yards. The USHIO
attack was poorly made, since the STERLET reported hearing only one depth
charge, and that at a great distance.**

At about 1133 Commander SECOND Striking Force presumably intercept-
ed the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's dispatch to Commander SW Area Force,
wherein the Chief of Staff advised that commander that the SECOND Striking
Force was being placed under his command to serve as the backbone of mobile
over-wator counterattack operations in the Philippines area.***

At about 1140 he received the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's dis--
patch 181110 to the chiefs of staff of the principal fleet commands, giving a
tentative outline for future operations and the tasks of all principal forces
and setting X-day at October 24th.****

At about 1200 the HATSUHARU rejoined the formation in Latitude
28-16tN, Longitude 1270-30'E.***** Weather conditions at this time were:
cloudy, wind north-nor'thwest at nine miles per hour, visibility ten miles.******

At 1220 the KASUMI transferred the rescued airmen to the torpedo
boat (location of transfer not known) and thzn started to rejoin the SECOND
Striking Force.*H The result of this maneuver was that she fell behind the
formation some three hours since at about 1522 she appears to have boon sighted
by the STERLET.*-*.

At aboqt 1345 Commander SECOND Striking Force received word from
Commander SW Area Force that the "P'v- Oper.ation had been activated.*•-****

* War Diary DESDIV 7 (LJSHIO) October 1944, WDC Document 161717, NA 11801.
gWar Patrol Report STMRLET, Report of SECOND War Patrol, Serial 0120,
November 30th, 1944.
CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 1i1103 October 1944 to Commander SW Area
Force, Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operations, Octobear 37th-
27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181U0 October 1944 to CscfS Major Com-
mands Combined Fleat, Detailed Action Report FIRST Str!.k.-4n Force,
SHO Operations, October 16 - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.

*~*• War Diary DESRON l. October lst - 31st, 1944, WDC Document 161638,
NA 11739.

SWar Diary DESDIV 7 (USHIO), October 1944, WDC Documnnt 161717,NA 11801.

" Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 181315 October 1944 to all Commanders
SW Artia Force (SW Area Force DesOpOrd No. 660), Detailed Action Report
FIRST Striking Force, SHO Operation, October 16th - 28th, 1904, WDC
Document 161641, NA 11839.
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* At 1348 he advised the SECOND Striking Force by voice radio that
Sthe HATSUHARU would proceed independently to Make, fuel and await orders

there.* He planned to refuel the HATSUHARU at Make because she had not fueled
at Amami 0 Shima and now needed much more fuel than would be required by the
other destroyers. By sending her ahead, she would be able to advise the auth-

¶ • orities at Make of the time of expected arrival of the SECOND Striking Force,
of the amount of fuel required by that command, and of any other logistics
requirements.

Sometime between 1348 and 1455 he received a dispatch from CinC
Combined Fleet wherein he was informed that CRUDIV SIXTEEN was transferred to
his command, that the augmented SECOND Striking Force was transferred from
the Mobile Force to the SW Area Force, and that he was to refuel at Takao
(rather than Make) and procecd immediately to Manila.** This dispatch appears
to have required some three hours for transmission.

At 1455 he advised his command by voice radio of the transfer of
the SECOAu Striking Force to the SW Area Force, of the change in fueling from
Make to Takao, and of the planned mover.ent to Mar•ila.***

At 1555 he directed the HATSUHARU by voice radio to proceed to
Takao, fuel and await orders.**** As there is no record of the HATSUHARU de-
parting, it is assumed that she left the command at this time and proceeded
directly toward Takao.

At about 1610 he received Commander SW Area Force's dispatch
directing CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and IESRON ONE to stand by at Mako and CRUDIV SIX-
TEEN at Brunei pending receipt of special orders.k**e At this same time he
appn•rs to have directed the HATSUHARU also by voice radio to proceed to Make.

* Commander SECOND Striking Force Dispatch 181348 October 1944 to SECOND
Striking Force, War Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161638,
NA 11739
CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181101 October 1944 to Commander FIRST
Striking Force, Main Force, SECOND Striking Force (Combined Fleet
DesOpOrd 359), War Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161638,
NA 11739.

* Commander SECOND Striking Force Dispatch 1.81455 October 1944 to SECOND
Striking Force (SECOND Striking Force DesOpOrd 132), War Diary DESRON 1,
October 1944, WDC Docurisnt 161638, NA 11739

*** Commander SECOND Striking Force Dispatch 181555 October 19441 to
HATSUHARU, War Diary DESRON.l,October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA
11739.

S*Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 181540 October 1944 to Commander
SECOND Striking Force, COMCRUDIV 16, CinC Combined Fleet, (SW Area Force
DesOpOrd No. 662), War Diary DESRON 1, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.
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These repeated changes in the destinations of the units of the SECOND Strik-
ing Force clearly 4 'dicated confusion in the high command echelons of theSCombined Fleet,, an, were probably not reassuring to the addressees.

SAt 1747 he received an explanatory dispatch from the Chief of
Staff SW Area Force to CinC Combined Fleet wherein he explained why it was
that Commander SW Area Force had considered it necessary to modify CinC Com-
bined Fleet's instructions to refuel the SECOND Striking Force at Takao and
then to advance immediately to Manila.* The Chief of Staff stated in this
dispatch that this was done because the Southern Arqy had not yet completed
plans for moving troops, and implied thereby that because of advar.ne informa-
tion from the CinC Southern Army, Mako and Brunei would be preferable to
Takao and Manila for the expedition of troop movements.

At 1800 he changed the course of the SECOND Striking Force from
2450 (T) to 2250(T).** At this time weather conditions were: clear, wind
east-northeast at nine miles per hour, visibility ten miles.**<

Sometime prior to 1845, when it was received by CONDESRON ONE,****
he received CinC Combined Fleet's dispatch l81'932 activating the SHO One
Operation.*****

IT WILL BE OBSERVED THAT AT NO TIME DURING THIS DAY, OR SUBSEQUENT
TO HIS DEPARTURE FROM AMAMI 0 SHIMA, DID COMMANDER SECOND STRIKING FORCE ISSUE
ANY ORDRS TO HIS COMMAND, OR TO COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN, BY RADIO NEITHER DID HE
REPORT TO COMMANDER SW AREA FORCE FOR DUTY. THIS SHOWS CLEARLY THAT HE WAS
OPERATING UNDER RADIO SILENCE, WHICH WAS THE LOGICAL METHOD OF OPERATION UNDER
THE EXISTING SITUATION. CERTAINLY IT WAS UNWISE TO TRANSMIT MESSAGES TO UNITS
OF HIS W.AD WICH, BY TOCTRINE, WERE ALREADY ACCOMPLISHING THE TASK GIVEN
TO THEM BY HIGHF1 AUTHORITY. IN THE U.S. NAVY THIS WAS WELL RECOGNIZED AND
FOLLOWED AT THE rfIME, ANT) THE U.S. NAVY INSTRUCTIONS TODAY (1) STATE THAT 1HE I
EFFECTIVENESS OF COMMUNICATIONS... -DEPENDS ON CERTAIN FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES

SUCH AS THE ASSIGNMENT OF MISSIONS AND TASKS TO SUBORDINATES...IN LANGUAGE
WHICH WILL MINIMIZE THE NEED FOR AMPLIFICATION... *w**" AND (2) PPRESCRIBE AS

* CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 181640 October 1944 to CinC Combined
Fleet, Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation October 17th -
27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
War Diary ABUKUIIA, October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
War Diary DESDIV 7 (USHIO), October 1944, WDC Document 161717,NA 11801.

**** War Diary D63RON 1, October 1944, wDC Docun-nt 161638, NA 11739. !

*** CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 181732 October 1944 to Combined Fleet
(Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 360), War Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, WDC
Document 161638, NA 11739.

****** Basic Fleet Operational Communication Doctrine, NWP 16, Department of
the Navy, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations,September 1953,
paragraph 202.a.
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A FUNDAMENTAL CONSIDERATION IN THE OPERATION OF NAVAL COMMUNICATIONS THAT
ONLY THE MINIMUM USE OF RADIO CONSISTENT WITH THE SUCCESSFUL ACCOMPLISHMENT
OF THE TASK SHOULD BE PERMITTED BY SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT.*

The SECOND Striking Force continued on toward Mako. From Diagrem
"NC" it is clear that this required no change from the planned route to Takao
since Mako would be passed enroute to Takao.

At 2400 the SECOND Striking Force was bearing 270 0 (T) distant
160 miles 2rom Naha, Okinawa. Sometime before midnight the Kasumi had re-
joined. The location of the HATSUHARU is not known with arW exactness, but
was presumably ahead of the above position since she had taken a direct
course to Mako.

(2) Operations of Commander Advance Expeditionary Force, October 18th.

During this day Commander Advance Expeditionary Force issued no fur-
ther orders to his submarines relating to the SHO Operation, except to order
the twelve submarines of the FIRST Submarine Force which were ready for com-
bat service into what he termed A and B Groups. The A Group was composed of
the submarines already at sea, these being the 1-26, 45, 54 and 56; the B
Group of the eight submarines preparing to depart, viz., the 1-38, 41, 44, 46,
and 53 and the RO-41, 43 and 46.** He had learned that the latter group
could be made ready to depart on the following day. It will be remembered
that the 1-53 had been ordered to sea on October llth, but, not being ready
for sea, had remained in port. It would now be ready to sortie on the next
day.

The A Group which had received Commander Advance Expeditionary
Force's orders to proceed into the ar2a east of the Philippines was at this
time enroute to that area. In proceeding, the 1-56 was contacted by the
Allied submarine BLACKFIN which reported having contacted an unidentified
submarine headed due south at 1600 this date In Latitude 20?-45'N, Longitude
134 0 -OO'E.***

It seems correct to say that Commander Advance Expeditionary Force
received most of the dispatches throughout the day relating to the Allied
operations in the Philippines in general and in the Leyte - Samar area

* U.S. Naval Communication Instructions, DNC 5 (A), Department of the
Navy, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, January 1954, Paragraph
1021.1(h).

•* Submarine Operation in Philippine Waters 1944-1945, Department of Army,
Historical Division No. 8-5, ATIS October 30th, 1945; also Merit Rating
Reports for Naval Ship Units (Submarine Operations, October 19"),
WDC Document 161011.

*** War Patrol Report BLACKFIN, Report of FIRST War Patrol, Serial 021,
December 4th, 1944.
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in particular. Among these Was the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's dispatch
181110 which directed in part that "the Advance Exeditionary Force will
destroy damaged enem vessels and troop convoys with all the forces at it-
comaud."* It was important that he receive this data., as it was necessay7
to brief his sub tharne cotmnders who were to depart the next day on the
general situation in the Leyte- Samar area and to explain his planned ob-
Jectives to them.

THESE INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE CHIEF OF STAFF COMBINED FLEET WERE A
CONSIDERABLE CHANGE FROM CINC COMBINED FLEET'S BASIC ORDERS FOR THE SHO
OPERATIONS WHICH DIRECTED "TARGETS FOR THE ADVANCE EYPEDITIONARY F(RCE NOR-
MALLY WILL BE THE AIRCRAFT CARRTERS (INCLUDING CONVERTED CARRIERS), BATTLE-
SHIPS AND TROOP CONVOYS IN THAT ORDER. HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF THE MOBILITY OF
THE ADVANCE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE, IT WILL ACHIEVE THE BEST RESULT., BY NOT
ADHERINU TOO RIGIDLY TO THE PRIORITY.i** IT IS ASSUMED THAT THE CHANGE WAS
MADE BECAUSE OF THE LIMITED NUMBER O SUBMARINES WHICH WERE AVAILABLE FOR
THIS OPERATION.

THE BRIEFING OF SU3ARINE COMMANDERS, WHICH IS GENERAYLY GIVEN IN
THE U.S. NAVY PRIOR TO THE DAY OF DEPARTURE, SHOULD BE AS COMPLETE AS POSSI-
BLE BECAUSE THE SITUATION AT THE SCENE OF ACTION MAY DIFFER RADICALLY FROM
TWHT FORESEEN IN THE COMMANDER'S PLANS, IN WHICH CASE THE SUBMARINE COMMANDER,
BF'1AUSE OF THE NATURE OF SUBMARINE WARFARE AND THE LIMITATIONS IT IMPOSES ON
CCOMMUNICATIONS, MAY BE FORCED TO MAKE HIS OWN ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION AND
TO TAKE NECESSARY ACTION WITHOUT RECOURSE TO HIGHER AUTHORITY.** IF HE IS
ADEQUATELY BRIEFED, IT IS LIKELY THAT HE WILL BE ABLE TO TAKE ACTION WHICH
WILL CO=TRIEUTE TO THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF HIS COMMANDER'S OBJECTIVES.

At about 1802 Comander Advance E.x'.ditionary Force received CinC
Combined Fleet's order 181732 activating SHO One.*A*N

During the day, since there are no Japanese records of any attacks
on Allied forces at this time, and since the Allied ships likewise report no
submarine attacks, it is considered that the four Japanese submarines enroute
to the area east of Luzon made no attacks on Allied forces.

* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181110 October 1944 to CsofS Major Com-

mands, Combined Fleet, Detailed Action Report FIRST Striking Force, SHO
Operations, October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.

* Combined Fleet Operation Order No. 87, August 20th, 'L944, Outline for

Advance Exneditionarv Force Operations in SHO Operations. ATIS Document
No. 39, Part VIII, June 4th, 1945 (NACHI Document).

*** Submarine Operations, NWP-23, Department of the Navy, Office of the
Chief of Naial Operations, Wash 4.ngton 25, D.C., 1953, Chapter IV,
Paragraph 401.

" CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 181732 October 1944 to Combined Fleet
(Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 360), War Edary 25th Air Flotilla, October
1944, WDC Document 160137, NA 12278.
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At 2400 these submarines were located a? shown in Diagram C.

(3) Operations of Couarander SIXTH Base Air Force, October 18th.

Commander SIXTH Base Air Force, from his headquarters at Takao,
W]..or awaited reports on the developments of the night. Owing to the heavy weather

which had occurred in the Visayan area, he had heard little of the Allied
I I activities in that area. However, weather conditions there were improving,

and he knew that he would soon learn whether or not the Allied operations
were in fact an invasion.

At 0248 he received (a) a radar contact report from a flying boat on
what appeared to be an enemr task group in Latitude 19 0-05N, Longitude 1270-
35'E, (b) a report at 0305 from the contacting flying boat that she was main-
taining radar contact and a further report at 0330 that conditions in the
area would make bombing difficult but rendered a torpedo attack possible and
(c) a radar contact report on two additional enemy groups, one at 0400 inLatitude 19°-05'N1 Longitude 128°-151E and one at 0405 in Latitude 19 0 -25'N,

Longitude 127°-55'E.*

He was now probably pleased at his foresight in having ordered his
forces on Formosa concentrated at their designated concentration bases, be-
cause he had realized that the Allied carriere could be in a position to make
a strong surprise attack at dawn. Thi.e had in fact occurred. However, the

additional fact that the Allied carriers ware so far from Formosa - about
350 miles - probably relieved him to a degree since this distance lessened
the probability of air attack.

He knew later that his morning searches had not departed entirely as
planned: (a) the six Kyushu search planes which were to search the sector
155 0 -190 0 (T) from Kanoya to a distance of 650 miles had departed on schedule
at 0500, (b) the four Okinawa search planes had not departed on schedule at
0530 but instead had departed in a staggered manner, viz., two planes to
search the sector 1450 - 1650 (T) had departed at 0700, the other two planes
had departed at 0550 and at 0600, and (c) the Formosa planes scheduled to de-
part as early as possible after dawn (063.0) to search the sector 0850 - 1450
(T) from Garan Bi had departed on schedule but instead of the six planes
uriginally scheduled only five had sort:1.ed and of these five, one had been
forced to turn back due to engine trouble. The remaining two planes due to
depart at this time, one from Karenko to search to the southeast to 250 miles

Detailed Action Report 901st Air Group,Night Searches, October 10th - 28th
1944, W-C Document 160551, NA 12402.
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and one from Sancho Kaki via Ishigaki to search to the southeast had de-
parted successfully. Also he knew that (a) all of his air strength had been
prepared to attack after 0600 on fifteen minutes notice since he had ordered
them to be ready after that time and (b) that his interceptors had been
ordered to standby on a No. One Alert. So far as was possible he was ready.

At about 0750 he r ceived a dispatch from the 901st Air Group giving
the results of the night search.*

This report, while in general similar to the contact reports made by
the plane, was amplified considerably. It indicated that the 0248 contact
was on a large group of ships which were moving in a southerly direction and
that the 0400 and 0405 contacts each consisted of a single ship or a small
group of ships. The report also stated that since the weather in the vicin-
ity of the enemy was half overcast with a ceiling of from 800 - 3000 meters,

, with a front extending east west from a point near Latitude 180-401N, and

since the weather to the south was unfavorable with flashes of lightening,
bombing from the clouds would be difficult.

Of these three contacts but one, the 0248 contact, appears to have
been a real contact, whereas the other two contacts (0400 and 0405) were
probably phantoms since no Allied shipping was in the area of the pilots
track chart 0400 and 0405 positions. The 0248 contact was most likely on

TG 38.3 since the track chart of the Japanese plane shows the contact to
have been in the actual location f that task group at this time, i.e.,
Latitude 180-25'N Longitude 127 0 -50'E. The location given by the pilot,
i.e., Latitude 190-05'N, Longitude 1270 351B, was therefore in error with re-
lation to his own track chart, being some forty-five miles bearing 346(T)
from the position given on the track chart. It was also in error as regards
the 0400 and 0405 contact reports.

It seems clear from the c'onfusion between the pilots track and his
reported positions (through contact reports) that the pilot somehow become
confused in the handling of his grid charts.

He now awaited also with interest Lhe operaions of the -Force,
which he had heretofore comnanded but which now had been transferred to CinC
Combined Fleet. He was interested because (a) the T-Force had in fact been
largely destroyed and (b) the remainder was being launched at this time
against a conta t which, as has been pointed out previously, was some thirty
hours old, and .c) the operations of the T-Force were in his area of responsi-
bility.

* 901st Air Group Dispatch 180750 Uctober 1944 to CinC Combined Fleet and

Commander SIXTH Base Air Force, Detailed Action Report 9Wist Air Group,
Night Searches, October 10th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 160551, NA 12402.
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At 0830 he learned of the raids by Allied carrier aircraft on the
Philippines. He probably wondered whether this forecast attacks on Formosa
as well, since (a) strikes on Luzon on several previous days had been paral-
leled by strikes on Formosa, and (b) the Allies might attempt to interfere
with the flow of aircraft to the Philippines by striking Formosa. To counter
such an attempt, he had not only placed his interceptors on a No. One Alert,*
but he had (a) endeavored to improve their operations by naming a single tac-
tical commander to comnand all fighters of the same type in each area,**
(b) directed, in the event of a report that eneny aircraft had been sighted,
that (1) his bombers and attack planes disperse and (2) all fighter strength
at each base assume interception dispositions after 1000,** presumably to
facilitate the exercising of command as prescribed in DesOpOrd No. 76. It
is assumed that he delayed this order until this time because Allied carrier
strikes normally appeared Just after dawn and continued through the early
forenoon, and he did not desire to have his pilots confused as to the origin
of their orders.

THIS WAS A RETURN TO THE BASIC SHO PLAN FOR THE COMBINED FLEET,
WHEREIN IT WAS DIHECTED THAT, IN ORDER TO CONSERVE AIRC~IFT, AIR FORCES MIGHT
BE OBLIGED TO WITHDRAW IN ORDER TO AVOID THE INITIAL ATTACK OF THE ENEMY.****
WHILE THE ABOVE ORDER FOR THE BMBER AND ATTACK PLANES TO DISPERSE MAY SEEM
AT VARIANCE WITH COMMANDER SIXTH BASE AIR FORCE'S DESOPORD 75, WHEREIN HE
DIRECTED HIS AIR STRENGTH ON FORMOSA TO BE READY TO ATTACK AFTER 0600, THIS IS
NOT IN FACT THE CASE. THE FORMER WAS CRDERED IN THE EVENT OF A REPORT THAT
ENEM AIRCRAFT HAD BEEN SIGHTED, WHICH, IN EFFECT, WOULD MEAN THAT AN ALLIED
CARRIER TASK FORCE HAD CLOSED TO LAUNCHING RANGE WITHOUT DISCOVERY AND THAT
SURPRISE HAD BEEN ACHIEVED; THE LATTER WAS ORDERED IN THE EVENT AN ALLIED
CARRIER TASK FORCE HAD BEEN SIGHTED. THE FORMER WAS ESSENTIAL1.T DEFENSIVE;
THE LATTER OFFENSIVE.

* Commander SIXTH Base Air Force Dispatch 172021 October 1944 to SIXTH
Base Air Force (SIXTH Base Air Force DesOpOrd 75), Detailed Action
Report 256th Air Group Expeditionary Unit, October 13th - November 17th,
1944, WDC Document 161422, NA 12426.

* Commander SIXTH Base Air Force DesOpOrd 76, October 17th, 1944 to
SIXTH Base Air Force, Detailed Action Report Expeditionary Unit, (256th
Air Group' October 13th - November 17th, 1944, WDC Document 1611422,
NA 12426.

SWar Diary KOKUBU Detachment (103rd Attack Unit), October 13th - 31st,
1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.

*•- CinC Combined Fleet Operation Order No. 86, August 4th, 1944, Air Com-
bat Regulations for SHO Operations, ATIS Document No. 39 (Part VIII),
June 4th, 1945 (NACHI Document); also CofS Mobile Force Statement on
Task Force Operations in the SHO Operation, Task Force Serial 1003,
August 10th, 1944, ATIS Document No. 39 (Part I), April 22nd, 1941.
(NACHI Document).
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At 1.09 Commander SIXTH Base Air Force issued an operation order
for the reinforcement of units on Formosa. In essence, he (3) designated
Commander Western Attack Force ONE as the controlling agent for the receipt
and movement of aircraft, (2) gave top priority to the receipt and movement
of twin-engine land bombers for reconnaissance, (3) directed the replacement
of obsolescent carrier-type bombers by a newer carrier-type reconnaissance
plane, (4) provided for the airlift of ferry crews.*

About 1131 he received the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's dispatch
which placed the SECOND Striking Force augmented with CRUDIV SIXTEEN under
the Commander Southwest Area Force** and at 1133 the Chief of Staff's dis-
patch wherein he stated that the SECOND Striking Force would be employed in
moving troop reinforcements to Leyte.**

At about 1140 he received a dispatch from Cnief of Staff Combined
Fleet outlining tentative future operations.**** In this dispatch the Chief
of Staff set 1-day tentatively for October 24th, and stated among other
things, that it was planned to concentrate the full strength of the Base Air
Forces in the Philippines for the purpose of completely destroying the Allied
carriers.

COMMANDER SIXTH BASE AIR FORCE COULD CLEARLY SEE FROM THIS DISPATCH
THAT THE ACTIVATION OF SHO ONE WAS IMMINENT. HE HAD KNOWN SINCE THE PRE-
CEDING DAY THAT CINC COMBINED FLEET ANTICIPATED ACTIVATING SHO ONE PRESENTLY
BECAUSE AT 1406 CN THAT DAY HE HAD DIRECTED HIM TO MOVE HIS STRENGTH TO THE
PHILIPPINES AS THE SITJATION PERMITTED.***x'- HE NOW KNEW THAT IT WAS PLANNED

* Commander SIXTH Base Air Force Dispatch 1ll09 October 1944 to SIXTH
Base Air Force (SICTH Base Air Force DesOpOrd 78), War Diary KANOYi.
Detachment 252nd Attack Unit (701st Air Group) October 13th - 31st,
1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.
CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181101 October 1944 to Comdrs FIRST
Striking Force, Main Force, SECOND Striking Force (Combined Fleet
DesOpOrd 350), Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operations,
October 17th - 27th, 19%4, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

*k* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181103 October 1944 to Commander SW Area
Force, etc., Detailed Action Report CHUDIV 16, SHO Operations, October
17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, "'A 11744.

*"*- CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181110 October 1944 to CsofS Major Com-
mands, Combined Fleet, Detailed Action Report FIRST Striking Force,
SHO Operationa, October !6th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA
11839.

S* CinC Combined Fle t Dispatch 171406 October 1944 to Commander SIXTH
Base Air Force (Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 355), War Diary 252nd Attack
Unit (701st Air Group) October 13th - 31st, 1944, WDC Document 160258,
NA 12593.
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TO MOVE HIS FULL STRENGTH THERE WITH A DEFINITE OBJECTIVE, THE DESTRUCTION
OF THE CARRIERS. THIS WAS A CHANGE FROM THE CENTRAL AIR AGREEMENT WHICH PRO-
VIDED THAT GRADUAL LOSSES WOULD BE INFLICTED ON ENEMY CARRIERS, AND LATER
THAT "BOTH THE ENEMY CAR9IER GROUPS AND TRANSPORT CONVOY" WERE TO BE DES -

TROYED AT THE SAME TIME.* HE ALSO KNEW THAT WHILE IN THE PHILIPPINES HE
WOULD EITHER OPERATE "IN COOPERATION" WITH COIMMANDER FIFTH BASE AIR FORCE,
OR HE WOULD COMMAND BOTH AIR FORCES.** OWING TO THE FACT THAT THE SIXTH BASE
AIR FORCE WAS MUCH LARGER THAN THE FIFTH BASE AIR FORCE IT IS LIKELY THAT HE
ANTICIPATED THAT THE LATTER CONDITION WOULD OBTAIN.

It is assumed that during the forenoon he received word of the depart-
ure at 0100 of the FIRST Striking Force from Lingga - Singapore, and at 0530
of the departure of the SECOND Striking Force from Amami 0 Shima, of the
Allied operations in the Leyte area with some concept of the number and char-
acter of the Allied ships there, of the contact on a carrier task force con-
sisting of two aircraft carriers and five other naval ships 200 miles east of
Manila, and, finally, of the attack on Car Nicobar Island.

At about 1240 he received a dispatch from the Chief of Staff SW Area
Force stating that it was virtually certain ',hat the Allies were planning to
land in the Leyte-Samar area.*** Since this estimate tended to confirm the
estimate previously made by the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet at 181110 and
since his own searches had been negative it seems correct to say that Com-
mander SIXTH Base Air Force now gave his undivided attention-' the prospec-
tive movement of his command to the Philippines.

At about 1248, on the basis of a radar warning, he or I fight-
ers to carry out interception. Since this was after 1000 tht res-
ponsibilities as presented in DesOpOrd 76 applied. It is not ,w many
fighters were launched but it is known that in the Tainan are a total
of fifty-four fighters took-off. No enemy aircraft were sightt e fight-
ers returned to base at 1425.** This was a false contact sii a wer

• Army-Navy Central Agreement Concerning SHO Air Operations, concluded
July 24th, 1944, Supplement to Imperial General Headquarters Navy Sec-
tion Directive 435, July 26th, 1944 WDC Document 216769 (Microfilm).

• * Commander SIXTH Base Air Force OpOrd No. 6 September 5th, 1944, Depart-
ment of Armr Historical Division Microfilm HS-18, Item D.

•-~* CofS SW Area Dispatch 181210 October 1944 to Flags Major Commands, War
Diary 61st Air Flotilla October 1944 WDC Document 161643, NA 12260

SConmander 14th Combined Air Group Dispatch 182325 October 1944 to Com-
mander SIXTH Base Air Force, Detailed Action Report Expeditionary
Fighter Unit (256th Air Group) October 13th - November 17th, 1944, WDC
Document 161422 NA 12426; also War Diary KOKUBU Detachment (103rd
Attack Unit) October 13th - 31st, 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.
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no Allied aircraft in the area.

At about 1430 he likely received word that his fighters had strafed
one surfaced enemy submarine bearing 3000 (T) distant twenty-one miles from
Takao, and one bearing west distant sixty miles from takao.* These contacts
were false since, except for the SAWFISK, which was submerged, no Allied sub-
marines were in the area at the time. ',LA SAWFISH was bearing 2570(T) dis-
tant forty-seven miles from Takao. She reported no attacks by enemy aircraft
during this day.**

At 1503 he told his command taat the operations on October 19th would
be the same as those on October l'th -" that is (a) a continuance of the re-
grouping and concentrating on Formo, a of aircraft assigned to his command pre-
paratory to moving it to the Philippinea, (b) a continuance of his routine air
searches, (c) the concentration of his air strength presently on Formosa and
capable of attack, and their readiness to take-off after 0600 on fifteen min-
utes notice and (d) his interceptors on No. One Alert**** from about 0500
until 0900.*•***

At about this same time he received a report of a formation oi large
enemy aircraft heading east over the Pescadores Islands, and at 1505 he or-
tered all fighters to intercept the formation. Forty-three fighters took-off
in the Tainan area but the number of fighters which took-off from other bases
on Formosa is not known. No enemy aircraft were sighted so the fighters re-
turned to base at 1640.* This was a false contact since there were no Allied
aircraft in the area.

At about 1630 he probably learned that the T Force attack had been
cancelled.****•*

* Commander 14th Combined Air Group Dispatch 182325 October 1944 to Cor&-
mander SIXTH Base Air Force, Detailed Action Report Expeditionary
Fighter Unit (256th Air Group) October 13th - November 17th, 1944, WDC
Document 1611422 NA 12426; also War Diary KOKUBU Detachment (103rd
Attack Unit) October 13th - 31st 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.

S ** Deck Log SAWFISH October 18th, 1944.
Commander SIXTH Base Air Force Dispatch 181503 October 1944, War
Diary 31st Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC Document 161644, NA 12258.

* Commander SIXTH Base Air Force DesOpOrd 75, October 17th, 1.944, to
SIXTH Base Air Force, Detail d Action Report Expeditionary Unit,(256th
Air Group), October 13th - November 17th, 1944, WDC Document 161422,
NA 12426.

• I*** Commander Western Attack Force ONE Dispatch 171751 October 1944, to
Western Attack Force ONE (Western Attack Force ONE SigDesOpOrd 13),
War Diary 103rd Attack Unit October 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA
12592.

• * Detailed Action Report No. 13,708th Attack Unit (T-Force), Night Tor-
pedo Attack on Enemy Task Force off Formosa, October 18th, 1944, WDC
Document 160579, NA 12409.
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About 1731 he received a dispatch* from Conmander Western Attack
Force ONE implemeating his own order conce'ning the ferry of replacement
aircraft to Formosa. It directed all SIXTH Base Air Force units to move to
Formosa, except for those requiring training. Those excepted were presumably
those with too little training to be effectively employed in the Philippines
even with the additional training being given on Formosa. Some units in
Formosa were directed to leave their aircraft and to return the crews and
maintenance personnel to Kyushu to collect and ready replacement aircraft.**

At about 1802 he received a dispatch from Counander Western Attack
Force TWO reporting the Okinawa searches.*** The dispatch stated that (a) no
contacts had been made by the search planes, (b) sector 1450 - 1550(T) had
been searched to only 350 miles, (c) communications had been lost with the
search plane in sector 155P - 1650 (T) at 1123, which was still missing, and
which was obviously the one sihot down by the TG 38.3 CAP at 1130,**•* (d) the
plane searching in sector 1650 - 177 0 (T) had been missing since departure at
0600.

It was unfortunate for the Japanese that this plane was lost shortly
after take-off, since as shown in Diagram C it was to search the sector in
which TG 38.3 was fueling at the time. While it seems probable that this
plana would have been shot down by the Allied CAP it also seems probable that
the Japanese would, by the loss of two adjacent search planes at almost the
same time, have been alerted to the fact that carrier aircraft were most
likely in the vicinity and therefore the carrier task group they were seeking
was nearby.

During the evening he received several dispatches from his various
subordi;.ate commanders wherein they outlined the searches planned for the
following day. These were as follows:

(a) Kanoya: Five two-engine land bombers to depart at 0700 to search
the sector 160P - 210 0 (T) to 650 miles.***-*

Comander Western Attack Force ONE Dispatch, no time group, October
18th, 1944, to Western Attack Force ONE, War Diary 252nd Attack Unit
October 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.

** Commander SIXTH Base Air Force Dispatch 181109 October 1944 to SIXTM
Base Air Force (SIXTH Base Air Force DesOpOrd 78), War Diary Kanoya
Detachment, 252nd Attack Unit (701st Air Group), October 13th - 31st,
19", WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.

* Comander Western Attack Force TWO Dispatch 181732 October 1944 to
SIXTE Base Air Force, War Diary Coa-war#er Western Attack Force I'O,

October 1944, WDC Document 160137, NA 12278.
S* War Diary LEXINGTON, October 18th, 1944.

~*'-d Comhander Western Attack Force ONE UE:3patch 181850 October 1944 to
SIXTH Base Air Force, War Diary Commender Western Pttack Force ONE,
October 18th, 194", WDC Document 160137, NA 12278.
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(b) Okinawa:

(1) One carrier-type reconnaissance plane to depart at 0530 to
se.%rch the sector 1550 - 1650 (T) to 400 miles.

(2) Two two-engine land bombers to depart at 0530 to search the
sector 1650 - 1850(T) to 600 miles.*

(c) Formosa: Five carrier-type planes were to search the sector 0900-
"1550 (T) from Garan Bi to 400 miles. While the take-off time was not speci-
fied it appears to have been about 0600.**

These searches,while of limited density,were adequate to indicate,
weather permitting, whether or not Allied carrier task groups were within the
search sectors.

About this time Commaxyler SIXTH Base Air Force learned that the daily
air alert dispositions on Okinawa, on and after October 19th, would be No.
One Alert from 0530 to 0700 and No. Three Alert thereafter.***

At about 1916 he learned that a carrier reconnaissance plante had de-
parted ORUKU at 1430 to search the sector 1700 - 1750 (T) to a distance of
350 miles in advance of the scheduled dusk attack of the T Force.****

Also some time prior to 2010 when it was received by Commander
"¶IENTY-FIFTH Air Flotilla, he received CinC Combined Fleet's order activating
SHO One.

At 2012 he advised his command that the enemy had commenced landing
in the Tacloban area and that SHO One had been activated. In this same dis-
patch he directed that (a) all forces were to expedite (1) their movement to
Formosa (2) their reorganization and (3) their preparations for deployment
to the Philippines, and (b) that portion of the 901st and 953rd Air Groups,

* Conmander Western Attack Force TWO SigOrd No. 42 October 18th, 1944

(transmitted by telephone), War Diary Western Attack Force TVO, Oct-
ober 18th, 1944, WDC Document 160137, NA 12278.
Detailed Action Report No. 1, 263rd Attack Unit (653rd Air Group),

SHO Operations October 14th - 21st, 1944.
*** Commander Western Attack Force TWO SigOrd No. 43 October 18th, 1944

(transmitted by telephone), War Diary Western Attack Force TWO, Oct-
ob r 18th, 1944, WDC Document 160137, NA 12278.

SH* Conmmnder Western Attack Force TWO Dispatch 181846 October 1944 to

Commander SIXTH Base Air Force, War Diary Western Attack Force TWO,
October 18th, 1944, WDC Document 160137, NA 12278.

*J**- Cir.C Combined Fleet Dispatch 181732 October 1944 to Combined Fleet
(Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 360), War Diary 25th Air Flotilla, October
1944, WDC Document 160137, NA 12278.
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which was originally disposed in the Formosa and Nansei Shoto areas, was to
return to those areas from its dispersal bases and was to provide antisub-
marine patrols for the FIRST* and SECOND Striking Forces commencing October
20th. He also tentatively designated deployment bases in the Philippines.**
(Table 2 )

Later, at about 2128, he received a dispatch order*** from the CinC
Combined Fleet, which was intended to expedite the reinforcement of the base
air forces. This order directed that (a) all aircraft remaining in the home-
land were to be ferried to Kanoya, utilizing the entire strength of the 101st
Air Flotilla, (b) each combat unit was to employ its own personnel and organic
transport aircraft in ferrying aircraft to Lhe forward bases, and (c) primary
control of the movement of aircraft by combat units was placed in Commander
Western Attack Force ONE in Kanoyi, to be assisted by Commanders Western
Attack Force TWO and THREE, in Okinawa and Formosa.

It will be observed that this dispatch was quite similar to that
issued at 1109 by Commander SIXTH Base Air Force and differed primarily in
that it was addressed principally to the Commanders of the FIFTH, SIXTH and
SEVENTH Base Air Forces, and appears to have been designed to facilitate the
operations of Consander Western Attack Force ONE in the control of the ferry-
ing of aircraft.

Sowetime in the evening, his instructions for the night radar searches
from Garan Bi were telephoned to the 901st Air Group. No flying boats were
to fly search lines 110 0 (T) and 130 0 (T) to a distance of 450 miles and fly a
cross leg ninety miles to the left. lime of departure was tc be 2300.•*

At midnight he perhaps knew that these planes had taken off from
Toko but they had not yet departed from Garan Bi on search.•**"

At the end of this Aay the SIXTH Base Air Force still consisted of

* Evidently ai, error--should properly have been Main Force since only
the Main Force and the SECOND Striking Force would be in the area
covered by Formosa and Nansei Shoto based planes at this time.

** Commander SIXTH Base Air Force Dispatch 182012 October 1944 to SIXTH
Base Air Force (SIXii Base Air Force DesOpOrd No. 80), War Diary West-
ern Attack Force TWO October 18tn, 1944, WDC Document 160137, NA 12278.

• CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 182058 October 1944 to Comfrnders FIFTH,
SIXTH and SEVENTH Base Air Forces (Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 475, War
Diary Western Attack Force ONE, October 1944, WDC Document !61644, NA
12258.

*•** Detailed Action Report 901st Air Group, Night Searchec, October 10th -

28th, 1944, WDC Docum•ext 160551, NA 12402.
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TBLE'2
Plan For Deployment of SIXTH Base Air Force to The Philippines

(a) Basic Deployment Bases.
(1) Organic Units SIXTH Base Air Force.*

Scheduled Deploy=ent Bases
Force Regular Bases • aadOper- Dispersal Bases Preparations

ational Bases OutlineSSIXTH Base HQS to be estab-

Air Force HQS Clark lished at 5thF Base Air Force

HQS in MANILA
while HQS instal-
lations at ClarkSaPre incomplete

Clark Field Small Air- labuan,Kudat The outline of

'IT" Force* Base (about 4 craft:Cebu, Puerto Princesa redeployment
__ _airfields) Mactan preparations

and base
ist Group Nichols No. 1 Legaspi, Clark, Del preparations

Tacloban Carmen, Manila Will be

2nd Group Nichols No. 2 Ormoc, Bomber Units:Puerto separately
(or Clark) Mactan Princesa; Fighter issued.

Units: Lubakig,
_ ISan Marcelino

3rd Group Lipa No. 1 Silay,Binal- Large and Medium
4th Group Batangas(Depend- Bagan aircraft: Labuan,

ing on the Situa- Kudat
tion, Two engine
land Bombers
Unit9 of Clark)

Recco Unit, Clark(elements at Legaspi San Yarcelino,
Night Fighter each of tVe vari- Cebu Lubang
Unite ous group bases)

(2) kttached Aircraft***
7th Base Air Angeles
Furce & 51st Air (Tagalog)
Flotilla Units East and West

CARDIV 3 & Angeles (South) I
CARDIV 4 Del Carmen

(3) Number Two Deployment Bases (applicable when forces are moved up and attacks
are carried out under eneny air superiority).

SAN MARCELINO, LUB414G, PUERTO FRINCESA, BATANGAS.*i

SIXTH Base Air Force OpOrd No. 13 September 27th, 1944, Issued from Headquarters,
Southern Kyushu, File of Orders Kept by Captain Bunzo Shibata, IJN, Senior Staff
Officer SIXTH Base Air Force, Army Historical Division Microfilm HS-18, Item D.

-** Presen'.ly operating under CinC Combined Fleet.
•-• Commander SIXTH Base Air Force Dispatch 182012 October 1944 to SIXTH Base Air

Force (SIXTH Base Air Force DesOpOrd 80), War Diary Western Attack Force TWO, Oct-
ober 18th, 1944, WDC Document 160137, NA 12278.
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about 842 planes of which 505 were operational.*

(4) Operations of Commander SW Area Force, Uctober 18th.

Commander SW Area Force, at his Manila headquarters, awaited the
morning reports. He was interested in thu reports of his search and recon-
naissance planes. While the data from Japanese sources is indefinite, data
from Allied sources shows that search planes were operating from Luzon but
apparently not from the Visayas nor from Mindanao.

In support of the view that Japanese search planes were operating
from Luzon are the three contacts reported by Allied task groups; viz: (a)
TG 38.4, operating off Luzon, at 0725 shot down a two-engine land bomber
within twenty miles of the formation,-* (b) TG 30.3 shot down a carrier-type
plane at 0900 bearing 290 0 (T), distant twenty-five miles from the forma-
tion,*** and (c) TG 38.4 at 1025 observed a two-engine land bomber bearing
2100 (T), distant twenty miles from the formation,***which bomber escaped
interception by the CAP.

In support of the diew that no Japanese search planas operated from
the Visayas or Mindanao are these facts:

(1) No contacts were made on Allied task groups approaching Leyte,
notably TG 77.4 and TFs 78 and 79 (landing craft).*A**(Commander SW Area
Force, in a situation sunmary as of 1210 did not mention any contacts on
Allied forces).,**-A,, Likewise, none of the Allied group approaching Leyte
reported sighting visually or by radar any Japanese planes whatsoever,

(2) The weather in northern Mindanac arn the western Visayas, notably

* SIXTH Base Air Force figures not corrected for (a) operational losses
subsequent to 0719 October 17th believed to have been negligible (b)
replacement aircraft which may have been received but also believed to
have been negligible and (c) planes returned to the Main Force, number
not known; it is known hoimsver that 89 planes of the 653rd and 634th
Air Groups, all or some of which had been transferred back from the
SIXTH Base Air Force, were embarked in CARDIV 3 upon its sortie.
War Diary CTG 38.4, October 1944.

* •Aircraft Action Report, Air Group 29, October 18th, 1944.
Action Report CTG 77.4, Leyte Operation, October 12th - 29th, 1944,
Serial 00120, November 15th, 1944; Action Report CTF 78, Leyte Opera-
tion, Serial 00911, November 10th, 1944; also Action Report CTF 79,
Seizure of Leyte, Serial 00323, November 13th, 1944.

$•~** Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 181210, October 1944, to Flags
Major Commands, War Diary 61st Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC
Document 161643, NA 12260.
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Panay and N4gros, was poor for flying.*

(3) Leyte and Cebu had been under constant Allied air attack by
TG 77.4 commencing at about 0800.*) Actually, the Japanese search planes
in this area--if any were operational--should have departed before this time,
but they do not appear to have done so.

(4) Mi.ndanao had been unde- neutralizing attack by FIFTH Air Force
planes for some time, which evidently had made flying operations hazard-
ous.*-*

Sometime after midnight, Commander SW Area Force knew that C. G.
FOURTH Air Army had issued a directive to his command ordering (a) that Army
to employ its full strength to destroy the enemy and in particular the enemy
transports presently engaged in landing operations in the Suluan area, and
(b) regrouping of his own air command to better facilitate air operations.**-

At 0800 Commander SW Area Force observed that the Manila area was
being attacked by Allied carrier planes. He learned, sone minutes later,
that Laoag and Aparri in northern Luzon, Clark Field in central Luzon, the
Tacloban area in Leyte, and Cebu in the Visayas were being heavily hit like-
wi~se,**

Since as early as October 10th, as has been discussed under "Opera-
tions of Commander SW Area Force 0719-2400 October 17th", he had estimated
the situation and had forecast that the Allied operations at that time pre-
saged Allied landing operations in the southern Philippines in which case
attacks on Formosa and the Philippines were to be expected, k*, he could
not have been surprised by the strength of these air strikes, anymore than
he could have been surprised by the landing operations at Suluan Island, a.nd
the sweeping operations inside Leyte Gulf.

A little later he received a report that at 0900 four minesweepers

* Aircraft Action Report No. 11, VF-26, October 18th, 1944, no forward-
ing endorsement.
Philippine Area Naval Operations, Part II, October-December 1944,
SECOND Demobilization Bureau, Japanese Government, October 1947,
Department of Army Historical Vivision File No. 8-5, J3-104.

S• FIFTH Air Force Weekly Intelligence Review No. 47, October 15th - 21st,
1944.

****~' C.G. FOURT'H Air Army Operations Order A-507, October 18th, 1944, con-
tained in file of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, IJA, Staff Officer
FOURTH Air Army, Department of Army Historical Division Microfilm HS-7.

•* CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 101554 October 1944 to CinC Combined Fleet
WDC Document 161638, NA 11739
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appeared to be engagei in minesweeping operations off Tacloban.* This report
was correct as to operations, but there were ten minesweepers (YMS type)
rather than four.**

He also received a report that at about this time a large enemy war-
ship had gone aground off Point Bunga, Samar.* This was an incorrect report
since no Allied warships were operating in the Point Bunga area exce-ft per-
haps TU 77.4.3 which was an escort carrier unit. No units of this group
grounded at any time.

A At about 1000 he received a report, presumably from the Army, since
he did not include it in his 1210 dispatch to be discussed later, that kllied
operations were continuing in the Suluan area and that at 0930 about thirtyJ Allied warships and about ten transports had been observed in the Suluan
area. 40% This report was incorrect since there were about thirty-eight war-
ships of all types including one AVP in TG 77.2 which was the only force in
the Suluan area at this time. There were no transports (AP's and APA's)

i•., •. whatsoever, although there were eleven APD's. Since th~se APD's appeared ab

destroyers to the Japanese, they have been included among the "a.snips.
IT IS OF INTEREST THAT fHE FOURTH AIR ARMY HAD ESTIMATED THAT THERE

JWIEME FOUR CARRIERS, FIVE BATTLESHIPS, THIRTY CRUISERS AND DESTROYERS AND

S: %NTY TRANSrORTS IN LEYTE GULF.**** WHILE THIS ESTIMATE WAS MADE LATE IN

THE DAY TIME FACT THAT IT DIFFERS CONSIDERABLY FROM THE NAVY ESTIMATE INDICkTES
THAT FULL EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION WAS NOT BEING PRACTICED BY THE TWO SERVICES
EITHER IN THE COMBAT AREA OR IN THE EMPIRE.

At about 1100 he received a 1030 contact report--also presumably
from the Army--on an Allied carrier task group consisting of two aircraft
carriers and five other ships operating about 200 miles east of Manila.*N*
(This was most likely TG 38.4, which at 1030 was bearing 071 0 (T), distant
171 miles from Manila). The contact report was therefore in error some six-
ty-eight miles, bearing 144°(T) from the actual position of TG 38.4. The com.-
position of the task group was also very much in error, since TG 38.4 con-
sisted of four carriers, two cruisers and eleven destroyers.

During the forenoon, he received word of the Allied attacks on Car
Nicobar Island.*** Although Car Nicobar was within SW Area, and although he

* CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 181210 October 194 to Flags Major Conmarvds,
War Diary 61st Air Flotilla October 1944, WDC Document 161643, NA 12260.

** Action Report CTG 77.5, Minesweeping Operations iM Surigao Straits and
Leyte Gulf, Serial 0111, October 28th, 1944.

*** Material for Situation Estimates, First Section Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).

"**** Daily Record of the War Situation, GHQ-FEC Special Historical Collec-
tion, Supporting Documents to General of the Army Douglas MacArthura's
Historical Report on Allied Operations in the Southwest Pacific Area
(Item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, SWPA Series Vol. II).
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was responsible for the sea operations in the theater, he took no action,
leaving any necessary naval operations to his naval commander in the are-..
He appears to have done this because (a) he realized that thu operations -ere
diversionary, (b) he had far greater responsibilities in the Philippite Area,
and (c) he felt that his naval commander there would take any action he
could within his capabilities.

Between 1131 and 1133 he rectived two dispatches from the Chief of
Staff Combined Fleet. One dispatch transferred CRUDIV SIXTEEN from the FIRST
Striking Force to the SECOND Striking Force, then transferred the augmented
SECOND Striking Force to the SW Area Force, and finally directed the SECOND
Striking Force to refuel at Takar and proceed immediately to Manila.* The
othier dispatch advised da that these transfers were being made for the pur-
pose of moving troop reinforcements to Leyte.**

At about 114O he received the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's dis-
patch to the Chiefs of Staff of the principal fleet commands giving for
planning purposes, a tentative outline of future operations and setting X-day
as October 24th. In this dispatch the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet stated
in part that it was planned to place the SECOND Striking Forco and CRUDIV
SIXTEEN under Commander SW Area Force for the purpose of carrying out counter-

e landizgz. as the backbone of mobile over-water counterattack operations, and
that it was planned to concentrate the full strength of the base air forces
in the Philippines for the purpose of completely destroying the Allied car-
riers .

Upois receipt of these dispatches, Commander SW Area Force consulted

with C. G. FOURTEENTH Area Ar •*** to ascertain the number of troops immed-
iately available for counterlanding operations.***** While the basic SHO One
Plan, as pointed out earlier, did not necessarily envisage counterlanding
operations coordinated with the penetration operations, it seems clear here
that Commander SW Area Force, (a)because of his effort to ascertain the Arin
forces immdiately available (b) because as a naval commander he felt that

* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181101 October 1944, to Commanders FIRST
Striking Force, Main Force, SECOND Striking Force (Combined Fleet
"DesOpOrd 359), Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, Oct-
ober 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181103 October 1944, to Comnder SW Area
Force, etc., Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October
17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

"*-• CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181110 October 1944 to CsofS Major Corn-
.- ' mands, Combined Fleet, Detailed Action Report FIRST Striking Force,

SHO Operations, October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839
*~** General Tomoyuki Yamashita, IJA.
*~*• Written Statement of Captain Tos.hikazu Ohmae, ex-IJ'N, Senior Staff

Officer Mobile Force received April 13th, 1953 by Mr. Clarke H.
Kawakami, Translator for World War II Battle Evaluation Group, Naval
War College.
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otherwise the SECOND Striking Force and CRUDIV SIXTEEN would not have been
transferred to the SW Area Force at this time but would properly have been
retained within the Main Force and the FIRST Striking Force, and (c) because
the counterattack operations had been included in the tentative outline for
future operations,* correctly interpreted the tentative outline as anticipat-
ing such coordinated operations.

At 1210 he advised all major commas that (a) despite the bad weather
conditions in the Tacloban area which denied proper reconnaissance he was vir-
tually certain that the Allies were planning to land in the Leyte - Samar area,
and (b) certain information of importance iiad been received (from units of his
own command) which information was that (1) at 0900 four minesweepers had been
observed apparently minesweeping off Tacloban, (2) a large enemr warship has
gone agrouni off Point Buriga, Samar, and (3) Allied carrier aircraft had been
ordered to attack Surigao Straits and the southern tip of Panoan Island.*
It seems likely that item (3) referred to attacks on that area by Allied car-
rier aircraft which during the forenoon had been on anti-PT boat sweeps in
"this area.*K-*

Commander SW Area Force's statement in this dispatch that the bad
weather conditions in the Tacloban area had denied proper reconnaissance is
aomewhat startling in that the weather reports from the Allied planes on sup-
port missions in that area during the forenoon indicate that the weather over
the target was quite good**** with a visibility, as early as 1015 of some
thirty miles.*A*I- It had been gradually clearing since daylight although as
late as 0910 heavy rains had been encountered over the target. Thereafter it
had rapidly cleared aid remained so throughout the day. From this it would
appear that intelligence sources available to Commander SW Area Force were eam-
ploying the early morning claim of poor weather to cover their failure througi-
out the forenoon to obtain wore definite information of the operations in the
Taclobazn-Dulag area.

WHILE THIS ACTION BY HIS INTESJIGENCE SOURCES DID NOT ADVERSELY AFFECT
'CPOANIER SW AREA FORCE'S ESTIMATE AS TO THE ENEMYS INTENTIONS BECAUSE HIS

* • CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181110 October 1944 to CsofS Major Com-
mands, Combined, Fleet, Detailed Action Report FIRST Striking Force SHO
Operations, October 16th - 2&*;h, 1944, W1x Document 161641, NA 11839.
CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 181210 October 1944 to Commanders Major
Commands, War Diary ZUIKAKU, October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NNA
11973.

• ** CTG 77.4 Operation Plan 2-44, Serial 00075, October 5th, 19", Annex D,
Appendix 3.

S**~-* Aircraft Action Report No. 2 Composite Squadron 81 forwarded by
Commanding Officer NATOMA BAY, Serial 00041, November 1st, 1944.

S***4* Aircraft Action Rerort No. 1 Composite Squadron 27 to Commanding
Officer Savo Island, No Serial, November last, 1944.
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ESTIMATE THAT THERE WOULD BE A LANDING IN THE TACLOBAN AREA WAS CORRECT, IT
IS COA4SIDERED IMPORTANT HErE TO STRESS AGAIN THE NECESSITY FOR MAKING ACCURATE
REPORTS. SINCE THE COMMANDERS' DECISIONS ARE GENERALLY BASED ON SUCH INTELLI-
GENCE IT SHOULD BE CLEAR THAT INACCURATE INTELLIGENCE MIGHT DECISIVELY AFFECT
SUCH DECISIONS.

At 1315 Commander SW Area Force executed the "P" operation.*

At about 1515 he learned that Cebu Air Bases had been attacked by
about eighty Allied carrier planes which inflicted slight damage,*• and at
about 1530, through voice radio intercept, that the Allies had issued an order
at that time directing the commencement of landing operations between Dulag
and San Jose.*** This latter information was incorrect; no landing operatione
were commenced unbil two days later. However, operations were conwnced at
this tim to investigate the underwater approaches to the planned landing
beaches to insure that they were satisfactory and it is presumed that this
intercepted message referred to the orders to commence these operations.**,*

THE FACT THAT THE JAPANESE WERE ABLE, EVEN THOUGH INCORRECTLY, TO
INTERCEPT A VOICE RADIO MESSAGE FROM THE ALLIES WHICH GAVE AWAY IMPORTANT
FUTURE TACTICAL INFORMATION IS A INDICMNT OF THE ALLIED EMPLOYMENT OF THE
VOICE RADIO AT THIS TIME. ACTUALLY THE CONTROL OF VOICE RADIO WITHIN A COM-
MAND IS A FUNCTION OF THE SENIOR FLAG OR COMMANDING OFFICER ON THE VOICE RADIO
CIRCUIT. IF THERE IS POOR DISCIPLINE ON THE CIRCUIT IT (A) REFLECTS UPON THE
OFFICER CONTROLLING IT (B) SLOWS COMMUNICATIONS (C) OFTEN CAUSES CONFUSION
(D) PRESENTS OPPORTUNITIES FOR DECEPTION AND (EJ MAY GIVE INFORMATION TO THE

During the early afternoon, as a result of his conference with C.G.
FOURTEENTH Area Ariy and also with CinC Southern Army, Commawider SW Area Force
learned that there was to be some delay in the projected counterlanding opera-
tions. lie, therefore, mindful of the fact that the SECOND Striking Force had
been directed to refuel at Takao and then to proceed directly to Manila, issued

Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 181315 October 1944 to Commanders SW
Area Force and Combined Fleet, Action Report FIRST Striking Force SHO
Operations, October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.
War Diary 61st'Air Flotilla October 1944, WDC Document 161643, NA 12260.

* Matetial for Situation Estimates FIRST Section Naval General Staff Oct-
ober 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).

*** Acti.oL Report CTG 77.2 Bombardmwnt and Capture of Leyte island, Philip-
pine Islands, October 16th - 24th, 1944, Serial 00147, November 5th,
1944.

SEmployment of Communications, NWIP 16-1, Department of the Navy, Office
of the Chief of Naval Operations, December 1953, paragraph 411. a.l.
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dispatch instructions to that force at 1540 to standby at Mako.* In the sam
dispatch he directed CRUDIV SIXTEEN to standby at Brunei. Later, at 1640, his
Chief of Staff advised CinC Combined Fleet as to the reason for these changes,
stating that it was done because the Southern Army had not yet completed plans
for moving troops.** While the Chief of Staff did not say so, it is clear
that Commander SW Area, in m.-king these changes, was motivated by the danger-
the ever-present danger-of losing these ships through air attack should they
be based at Manila, since air strikes had been made on the Manila area com-
mencing at about 0800 that day, and by the fact that the oiler RYOEI MARU was
scheduled to arrive at Mako on the following morning.

During the day, Commander SW Area Force learned that (a) although the
FIFTH Base Air Force had sortied some seventeen aircraft, the results, insofar
as damage inflicted was concerned, were disappointing (only one ship had been
damaged, and that a destroyer inside Leyte Gulf)..*** (b) that the FOURTH Air
Arzar, in addition to reconnaissance missions, had made at least one attack on
the ships in Leyte Gulf (this attack had been ineffective),**** (a) that a
total of some 400 Allied carrier planes had attacked in the Philippines,**•**
(actually, exclusive of the direct support operations in the Dulag-Tacloban
area of Leyte, the number of Allied sorties which made the above strikes was
685),*•**** and (d) that Catmon Hill had been shelled for three hours in the
afternoon, probably by a cruiser.*****" This was an understatement, since
Catmon Hill had been shelled by a number of ships and bombed by numerousplanes,

Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 181540 October 19"4, to Commander
SECOND Striking Force, COMCRUDIV 16 (SW Area Force DesOpOrd 662),
War Diary DESRON 1, October 19", WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.
CofS SW Area Dispatch 181640 October 1944, to CinC Combined Fleet,
Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operations, October 17th - 27th,
1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

RUN Appendix to Philippine Area Naval Operations Part II, October-December
194, Second Demobilization Bureau Japanese Government, October 1947,
Department of Army Historical Division File No. 8-5, JS-104.
War Diary BEESE, October 18th 1944.

***** Philippine Area Naval Operations, Part II, October-December 194,
Second Demobilization Bureau Japanese Government, Octobor 1947,
Department of Army Historical Division File No. 8-5, JS-104.

*•**•-* SUPRA Chapter III, Operations of CTF 38 and CTM 77.4, Uctober 18th
194.

' Material for Situation Estimates, First Section, Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).
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7,t abo-.; 1802 he received CinC Combined Fleet's order activating I
SHO One.*

This acti',ation of SHO One and the tentative date for X--day of Octo-
ber Z4th were of particular importance to Commander SW Area Force, since he
was required to take certain definite action with his base air forces.

This action was:

(a) to rec-.nniter the movements of the Allied carrier force.**
(This operation haG zen underway for some time).

(b) to comimence the transferring and c-ncentrating of air forces from
neighboring bases. (Thin operatior. had 14en underway since the previous day).

(c) to concentrate tha .xse air forces (FIFTH and SIXTH Base Air
Forces) in the PhilippinesA.*

(d) to completely destroy the enemy carriers commencing on X-1 day

(October 23rd.)* **

Commander SW Area Force kciow during the evening that, owing to bad
weather, the SECOND Air Division, which had been ordered to attack the Allied
transports engaged in landing operations off Leyte Gulf,***** had been unable
to concentrate effectively at Bacolod Air Base, Negros, with the result that
no strong attacks had been made.**•-***

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 181732 October 1944• to Combined Fleet

(Combined Fleet flesOpOr. 160), Action Report FIRST Striking Force,
SHO Operatia:., October 16th-28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.
Commander Mobile Porce Operation Order 76, August 10th, 1944, Section

VI, Outline of Operax.ion, ATIS Document No. 39, Part I, April 22nd,
1945, (NACHI i)ocument)'.
CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181110 October 1944 to CsofS Major Com-
mands, Combined Fleet, Detailed Action Report FIRST Striking Force,
SHO Operations, October 16th-28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA
11839.

* * Commander Mobile Force Operation Order 76, August 10th, 1944, Section
II, Concrete Operational Policy, ATIS Document No. 39, Part I, April
22nd, 1945, page 5 (NACHI Document).

SC.G. FOURTH Air Army Operations Order A-507, October 18th, 1944, Con-

tained in file of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, IJA, Staff Officer
FOURTH Air Army, Department of Army Historical Division on Microfilm
HS-7.

*** Philippine Air Operations Phase II 1944-1945, First Demobilization
Board, October 1946, Chapter III(A) (2) (d).
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(a) Operations of Commander FIFTH Base Air Force, October 18th.

Commander FIFTH Base Air Force awaited reports of the various
air searches which had been launched from Luzon. As has been discussed
under "Operations of Commander SW Area Force October 18th", it seems correct
to say that both the Commander FIFTH Base Air Force and the C.G. FOURTH Air
Army had launched the scheduled dawn searches from Luzon but had not launched
any searches from the Visayas or Mindanao, because (a) the weather conditions
in the central and western Visayas were poor for flying, and (b) of the neu-
tralizing air attacks by the FIFTH Air Force against Mindanao. Naturally,
Commander FIFTH Base Air Force was primarily concerned with the location of
the Allied invasion forces and of the Allied carrier task forces operating
in the vicinity of the Philippines, but he was also interested in discover-
ing the activities of the Allied forces in the vicinity of Leyte Gulf. Some-
time after midnight he knew that C. G. FOURTH Air Arq had issued a directive
to his command ordering (a) the Air Army to employ its full strength to des-
troy the enemy, and in particular the enemy transports presently engaged in
landing operations in the Suluan Area, and Cb) regrouping of hin own air com-
mand to better facilitate air rnwerations.*

At 0800 Commander FIFTH Base Air Force knew, since hie was at
Manila, that that area was being attacked by Allied carrier planes. He also
learned, some minutes later, that Laoag and Aparri in northern Luzon, Clark
Field in central Luzon, the Tacloban Area in Leyte, and Cebu in the Visayas,
were being heavily hit.**

During the forenoon he received a number of reports concerning
the activities of the Allies in the Leyte - Samar area. Among these were
the report that (a) at 0900 four minesweepers appeared to be minesweeping off
Tacloban,*** (b) a large enemy warship had grounded off Point Bunga, Sauaar,1**
(c) at about 0930 about thirty enemy warships and about ten transports had
been observed in the Suluan area,**** and (d) at 1030 an Allied carrier task
group consisting of two aircraft carriers and five other ships were operating
about 200 miles east of Manila.**** (This contact was made by a two-engine
land bomber which was sighted by TG 38.4 at 1025 but which escaped intercep-
tion by the CAP).***** Commander FIFTH Base Air Force took action against the

* C.G. FOURTH Air Army Operation Order A-507, October 18th, 1944, Con-
tained in file of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, IJA, Staff Officer
FOURTH Air AraW, Department of Army Historical Division Microfilm HS-7.
Philippine Area Naval Operations, Part II, October - December 1944,
Second Demobilization Bureau Japanese Government, October 1947,
Department of Army Historical Division File No. 8-5, JS-104.

*** CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 181210 October 1944 to Flags Major Com-
mands, War Diary ZUIKAKU October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11973.

-* Material for Situation Ebtimates, FIRST Section Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).

***** War Diary CTG 38.4, October 1944.
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above contacts but the action was weak, consisting of but seventeen sorties,
of which thirteen were against the carriers and four against the force opera-
ting inside Leyte Gulf.* Since the carriers operating off the Philippines
(TU's 38.1, 38.2 and 38.4) did not report arn attacks, and since the Japanese
made no claims of success against the carrier task groups, it is evident that
no attacks by the thirteen planes materialized.

On the other hand, the Japanese did claim success against the
shipping inside Leyte Gulf. They reported that one of the four planes which
attacked this shipping there had damaged a destroyer,* (This was the PREBLE,
which, at 0945, was unsuccessfully attacked by two carrier-type bombers,
dropping four bombs, all of which missed. )**

At about 1140 he received the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's
dispatch giving, for planning purposes, a tentative outline of future opera-
tions, setting X-day as October 24th, and indicating - among other items
having to do with the penetration operations - that the full strength of the
base air forces was to be concentrated in the Philippines for the purpose of
completely destroying the Allied carriers.* He now knew that it was planned
to move the SIXTH Base Air Force into the Philippines in full strength, where
it would either operate "In cooperation" with his FIFTH Base Air Force or
would be unified under Comander SIXTH Base Air Force. In preparation for
this deployment of the SIXTH Base Air Force to the Philippines, Commander
FIFTH Base Air Force, since he was charged with the responsibility for pro-
viding base facilities for air strength concentrated within the area over
which he had control,**** commenced preparing such base facilities.

He knew in general the bases in the Philippines which Commander
SIXTH Base Air Force planned to use, since that comnander had included the
information in his OpOrd No. 13 issued on September 27th.•*** Although this
order gave him something to work with, he must also have anticipated changes

* Appendix to Philippine Area Naval Operations, Part II, October -

December 194, Second Demobilization Bureau Japanese Government, Oct-
ober 1947. Department of the Army Historical Division File No. 8-5,
JS-104.

** War Diary PREBLE, october 18th, 1944.
**~* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181110 October 194 to CsofS Major Com-

mands of Combined Fleet, Detailed Action Report FIIST Striking Force,
SHO Operations, October 16th - 28th, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.

S*Appendix 2 to Air Combat Regulations for SHO Operations, Combined Fleet
OpOrd 86, August 4th, 1944, ATIS Document No. 39 (Part VIII), June
4th, 1945 (NACHI Docunent).

S*SIXTH Base Air Force OpOrd No. 13, September 27th, 194, issued from
headquarters, Southern Kyushu, File of Orders kept by Captain Bunzo
Shibata, IJN, Senior Staff Officer SIXTH Base Air Force, Army Histori-
cal Division Microfilm HS-18, Item D.
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depending on the effectiveness of Allied attacks, the base facilities which
could be made available, and the number and types of aircraft ultimately
available for deployment to the Philippines. The details would have to be
worked out finallv between himself and Commander SIXTH Base Air Force.

j At about 1210, since he was at Manila, he received Commander SW
Area Force dispatch 181210, wherein that commnarler advised all major com-
mands that he was virtually certain that the Allies planned to land in the
Leyte-Samir area.*

At about 1315 he knew that the "P" Operation had been executedby Commander SW Area Force.**

At about 1515 he learned that Cebu air bases (Cebu, Mactan and

Lahug) had been under attack by about eighty carrier planes which had con-
ducted strafing and bombing attacks comimencing at 1420 and, except for the

Sfact that the runways had been hit by two bombs, had accomplished little
damnae.***

The Allies claimed that in the above attacks which had been made
by TG 77.4, they had destroyed sixteen planes of which two had been shot
down in the air and fourteen on the ground, and destroyed three torpedo boats
one 5000-ton oiler, one submarine chaser, one oil sampan, and eight barges6
While it seems logical to believe that there is some merit to the Allied
claims concening the destruction of at least a portion of the above aircraft,
since such view is supported by the results obtained by analysis of previous
Allied claims of air strike success on the Nansei Shoto, Formosa and Luzon,4'BKM
post-war reports and analyses of Japanese shipping losses do not support the
Allied claims as regards the shipping losses.****** It is perhaps true that

• CofS SW Area Dispatch 181210 October 1944, to Comnanders Major Com-
mands, War Diary ZUIKAKU, October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.

**l Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 181315 October 1944, to Commanders
FIRST Striking Force and Combined Fl.eet, Action Report Commander
FIRST Striking Force, SHO Operations, October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC
Document 161641, NA 11839.
War Diary 61st Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC Document 161643, NA
1226o.

* Action Report CTG 77.4, Leyte Operations, October 12th - 29th, 1944,
Serial 00120, November 15th, 1944.

S*Volume I, Battle for Leyte Gulf (KavPers 91973) prepared by Naval War
College, 1953, Discussion of Losses of Japanese Aircraft October 10th-
0719 - October 17th, 1944, pages 1 )-451.

S"The Imperial Japanese Navy in World War II," prepared by Military
History Section, Special Staff, GHQ, FEC, February 1952; also "Jap-
anese Naval and Merchant Losses During World War II", prepared by
Joint ArmW-Navy Assessment Committee, February 1947.
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some small craft were sunk in these attacks, but these units were evidently
too unimportant to be mentioned in the above analyses.

The Allies also claimed that TF 38 had destroyed in its attacks
on Luzon (a) in the Manila area sixty-one planes in the air and eighty planes
on the ground, and (b) in the Aparri - Laoag area one plane in the air and
twenty-one on the ground. Therefore, the total number of planes claimed des-
troyed by the Allies on this day, was: (a) by TG 77.4, sixteen planes, (b)
by TF 38, 163 planes, or a grand total of 179 planes. Since Japanese infor-
mation concerning planes lost on this day is lacking, these claims, as on
the previous day, have been evaluated on the basis of empirical factors dovel-
oped in Volume I.* This evaluation gives a total of eighty-four operational
aircraft lost, of which sixteen were lost by the FOURTH Air Arxy, and the
remainder (sixty-eight) by the FIFTH Base Air Force.

These losses reduced the operational strength of the FIFTH Dase
Air Force to the thirty-three aircraft listed below, as recorded in Japanese
documents, and the available strength to fifty-five aircraft.

At about 1533, or perhaps later, he likely knew that Commander
SIXTH Base Air Force had directed that the operations for October 19th would
be the same as those for October 18th; i.e., routine search and aiT defense,
with attack units on fifteen minutes notice after 1600.**

At 1802 he received CinC Combined Fleet's order activating SHO

Sometime later he learned that, as of 1800 that date, the thirty-

three operational aircraft available to him to carry out the tasks as-;igned
his coyanand consisted of fifteen carrier-type fighters, one or two carrier-
type reconnaissance bombers, two or three land attack planes, two layd bombL-
era, eleven carrier-type attack planes,*-*- eight of which had arrived that
day.

* War College Analysis based on claims of TG 77.4 and TF 38 as corrected
by empirical factors derived from analysis. (Volume I, Battle for Leyte
Gulf, (NavPers 91973) prepared by Naval War College, 1953v Discussion
of Losses of Japanese Aircraft, October lOth-17th, 1944, pages 449-451.

5* Commander SIXTH Base Air Force Dispatch 181503 October 1944 to SIXTH
Base Air Force (SIXTH Base Air Force DesOpOrd 79), War Diary 51st Air
Flotilla, October 1944, WDC Document 161644, NA 12258.

**• CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 181732 October 1944 to Combined Fleet
(Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 360), War Diary 101st Air Flotilla, October
lot - 31st, 1944, WDC Document 160304, NA 12542.

* *Operational Aircraft Strength of FIFTH Base Air Force and FOURTH Aii'
Arxy, 1800 October 18th 1944, and their Anticipated Strength for Octo-
ber 20th, 1944, FEC Microfilm (no number) contained in Military Histr7.
Section FEC letter to Naval War College, January 10th, 1952; also Memo-
randum of Vice Admiral Gunichi Mikawa, IJN, CinC Southwest Area Fleet,
(HQ-FEC Special Historical Collection, Supporting Documents to General
of the ArnV Douglas MacArthur's Historical Report on Allied Operatiors
in the Southwest Pacific Area (Item 31, Footlocker 7 of 10, SWPA Series
Vol. 

II).
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He knew of courue, that planr had been underwty for some time
to reinforce both the PIFTH and the SIXT.. Base Air Forces, but it is likely
that he did not know with certainty how effective these plans were, although
the limited number of operational planes available to his command would in-
dicate that the plansi, insofar a•.7 the FIFTH Base Air Force was concerned, had
not been very effective up to this time.

Naturally, he hoped that, since SHO Ona had been activated, there

would bm a marked improvement in this regard. He therefore had reason to feel
somewdat encouraged when, at about 2128, he received a dispatch from CinC Com-
bined Fleet wherein that commander iasued instructions designed to expedite
the delivery of replacement aircraft tv the combat forces.*

At 2142, despite the small number of available aircraft, he issued
an order for all-out attack operations.** In this order he (a) advised him
command that the enemy was preparing to mike a landing near Tacloban, (b) di-
rected full sikrongt.n attacks against the Allied landiLg force in the vicinity
of Tacloban and against Allied carrier forces which were making air strikes
against the northern and central Philippines, (c) directed carrier attack
plane units of the 201st and 761st Air Groups and the 253rd Attack Unit (also
a carrler attack plane unit) to advance to Puerto PrI.ncesa in the early morn-
irg and from there to take off at 1715 October 19th in order to a~tauk enemly
transports in the Tacloban area at dusk, and (d) directed those elerwnts of
the 201st Air Group presently at Cbou Air Bases to continue surprise attacks
against enemy transports*

IT WILL BE OBSERVED THAT DE.SPITE HIS GENERAL REFErfENCE TO BOT'H

TRANSPOITS AND CARRIERS AS CORRECT PHYSICAL OBE°CITVES, HE FAILED TO GIVE ME
CARRIERS AS A SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE TO ANY UNIT. WHETHER THIS WAS BECAUSE HE WAS
NOT CERTAIN AS TO THE ACTUAL LOCATION OF THE ENBYY CARRIER FORa, OR WHETHER
IT W3S BECAUSE, WITH THE LIMITED PLANES AVAILABLE, HE FL!T 'VAT THE TRANSP(P-TS
OFFEI&D A MORE INVITING TARGET SINCE HIS PERFCRMANCES AGAINST '11E CARRIERS HAD
NOT •]•EN VERY SUCCESSFUL, IS NOT KNOWN. PERHAPS--AND THIS SEEm5 LIKELY-IT
WAS A C07-INATION OF THEM E TWO IDEAS.

In this connection Comnnnder FIFTH Base Air Force stated in his
diariV*-' that, in view of the weakr.ess of the Japanesu land-based air forces

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 182058, October 1944 to Commander FIFTH,
SIXTH and SEVENlf Base Air Forces (Combined Fleet DesOpOrd No. 475), War
D.*ary Western Attack Force ONE, October 1944, WDC Documext 161644,
NA 12258.

?,, Co)rnnder FIFTH Basc Air Force Dispatoh 182142, October 1944 to FIFTH Base
Air Force (FIFTH Base Air Force DesOpOr 49), Detailed Action Report No.3
253rd Attack Unit (331st Air Group), October 'r)th - November 13th, 1944,
WDC Docirnýn 16035A, NA 12378.

*M-* The KA)MAZ- Special Attack Corpse, Extract. from Private Papers of Former
Japanese Officials aid Officers (Diary of Vice Admiral Rimei Teraoka,
August lst - November lsL 1944, GHQ, FEC Special Historical Collection
Supporting Docurmnts to General of the ArEy Douglas MacArthur's Histori-
cal Report on Allied Operations in the Southwest Pacific Area (Item 30,
Footlocker 7 of 1O, SWPA Series, Volume II.)
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relative to the Allied carrier air po• -, it was necessary to discover
some means by which this weakness might be overccme. Commander FIFTH Base

Air Force stated in this regard "just so long as the power of the enemy
task force remains immense, or in other words, the enemy holds control of
the air, it would be most dangerous for our surface ships to go rushing in.
Hence, it becomes imperative to damage if not destroy, the enemy carriers
in order to cripple the use of their aircraft at the latest by the scheduled
date of decisive battle, i.e., 25 October, nd thus ensure the safe conduct
of our ships. However, to do this, time is running short and planes are
scarce." Therefore both he and Vice Admiral Onishi discussed the problem
fully throughout this day. It was during these discussions that Vice
Admiral Onishi, aware that victory could not be obtained with conventional
methods brought up the radically different tactic of crash-dive--an idea
that he had cherished for some time. Both Commander FIFTH Base Air Force
and Vice Admiral Onisii agreed that (a) in order to save the Nation there
was no method other than the crash-dive which could be effective (presuma-
bly meaning in the short time available) and (b) Vice Admiral Onishi, be-
cause he was to succeed to command of the FIFTH Base Air Force immediately,
should assume complete responsibility for the formation of the crash-dive
attack units, lAter to be known as the KAi.4IKAZE Special Attack Corps.*

N. The necessity for forming the KAMIKAZE Specia]. Attack Corps
shows clearly that the Japanese air commanders were fully aware of the
fact that their air attacks again.it TF 38 off Formosa had been ineffective.

ITS FORMATION AT THIS TIME IS OF PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE TO
MILITARY STRATEGISTS AND TACTICIANS. IT PRESENTS FORCIBLY THE INCONTESTA-
BLE FACT THAT WHEN NATIONS ARE IN A WAR OF SURVIVAL IT CAN BE EXPECTED
"THAT, IN ORDE4 TO "TURN THE SCALES" IN THEIR FAVOR, THEY WILL RESORT TO
METHODS OF WARFARE, NOT ONLY UNORTHODOX 13UT OFTh- FANTASTIC. THEY WILL
DO THIS EVEN THOUGH CONTRARY TO THE LAWS OF NATIONS AND TO ACCEPTED USAGE.
IN THIS CASE, WHILE IT CANNOT BE SHOWN THAT THE E.JPLOY1MENT OF CRASH-DIVE
TACTICS WAS CONTRARY TO SUCH LAWS IT WAS NECESSARILY MOST UNORTHODOX AND
UNUSUAL. FORTIUNATELY FOR THfE ALLIES IT WAS NOT TO PROVE DECISIVE.

Although no further operations for Commander FIFTH Base Air
Force are recorded, it can be accepted that he was feverishly expediting
the preparation of airfields and their facilities for the SIXTH Base Air

•, Force, was doing all possible to repair the damage to his important air-
fields done that

* The KAMIKAZE Special Attack Corps, Extracts from Private Papers of
Former Japanese Officials and Officers (Diary of Vice Admiral Kimpei
Teraoka, August 1st - November lst 1944, GHQ, FEC, Special Historical
Collection, Supporting Documents to General of the Army Douglas
MacArthur's Histcrica2 Report on Allied Operations in the Southwest
"Pacific Area (Item 30, Footlocker 7 of 10, SWTA Series, Volune II).
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day by Allied air strikes vas making every effort to repair his damaged air-
craft, was in communication with the various commanders in the Manila area--
and particularly with Commander SW Area Force and C.G. FOURTH Air Arny--in
order to coordinate air operations, and was making plans for unexpected
developments on the morrow.

(B) Operations of C.G. FOURTH Air Army, October 18th.

C.G. FOURTH Air Army spent a good part of the night preparing plans for
the operations to be conducted on this day. lie had to (a) evaluate the infor-
mation he was receiving concerning the Allied operations in the Suluan area
and elsewhere, (b) determine the number of operational planes, pilots and air-
crews available, (c) learn the condition of hir airfields and air facilities,
(d) analyse objectives received frcr higher authority (e) and finally, issue
instructions to his command based on Lhe above as well as on the tasks
assigned his command for the SHO One Plan.

After estimating the entire situation C.G. FOURTH Air Army sometime after
midnight issued his instructions to his command. These instructions in addi-
tion to (a) advising his command that the Allies had been landing in the
Suluan region since October 17th (b) assigning the SIXTEENTH Air Brigade
(type 4 fighters) and the 12th Air Regiment (heavy bombers assigned tempora-
rily for the transport of ground personnel) which were st the Clark Field
area from the SECOND Air Division to the THIRTIETH Fighter Group, and (c)
stating that the air army would exert its full strength to destroy the enemy,
directed other action as follows:

(1) C.G. SECOND Air Division to employ its full available strength and
immediately attack kllied transports engaged in landing operations in the
Suluan area.

(2) C.G. SEVENTH Air Division to (a) neutralize Allied land-based air
strength on Morotai; (b) conduct maximum practicable search operations in
order to discover approaching enemy forcns.*

(3) Commander THIRTIETH Fighter Group to advance immediately with the
SIXTEENTH Air Brigade from Luzon to the Central Philippines (Visayas) and

prepare for attack operations.

Meanwhile, he awaited the results of his morning searches from Luzon,
which he had launched in accordance with his agreement with Commander FIFfH
Base Air Force.** As has been pointed out before under "Operations of Com-
mander FIFTH Base Air Force, October 18th". his planned searches flomn the

.* 0.. FOURTH Air Army Operation Order A-507, October 18th, 1944, contained
in file of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sa,*o, IJA, Staff Officer FOURTH Air
Army, Department of Armnv Historical Division Microfilm HS-7.

SAgreement Concerning Operations Against Enemy Taisk Forces, Documents
from file of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sate, IJA, Staff Officer FOURTH
Air Army, Department of the Army Historical Division Microfilm HS-7.
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Visayas and Mindanao had not been flown because of (a) the bad weather in
the central and western Visayas and (b) the neutralizing air attacks by the
FIFTH Air Force against Mandanao.

Since C.G. FOURTH Air Army and Commander FIFTH Base Air Force were in
Manila, it is assumed that during the forenoon C.G. FOURTH Air Army received
the same information as did Commander FIFTH Base Air Force concerning Allied
activities.

At about 1140 he likely knew from naval sources that the Combined Fleet
had received a tentative outline of future operations setting X-day as October
24th and indicating among other items that the full strength of the base air
forces was to concentrate in the Philippines for the purpose of destroying
the Allied carriers. This was of particular interest to him because his own
forces were relatively weak and those of the FIFTH Base Air Force weaker
still, and therefore, without considerable reinforcement, neither of them,
either separately or in coordination, could be expected to be effective
against the Allied carrier task forces which were being employed against him.

It is probable that at about 1600 he learned (a) that the enemy had or-
dered landing operations to be commenced between Dulag and San Jose,* and
(b) that Cebu Air Base had been bombed by eighty Allied carrier-planes.

During the late afternoon he learned that Catmon Hill had been shelled
by a cruiser and four minesweepers had been observed sweeping the area east
of Dalag, Leyte.**

At about 1802 he learned from naval sources that CinC Combined Fleet had
activated SHO One.*+*

Sometime later he received instructions from the Chief of the Army General
* Staff that SHO One was activated for the FOURTH Air Army as of 0000 October

19th.**** He immediately made preparation to concentrate his forces in accord-
ance with prearranged plans,**H* and at 2230 issued a directive to his com-
mand wherein he:

* Material for Situation Estimate, First Section, Naval General Staff,

October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).
*4 War Diary 61st Air Flotilla October 1944, WDC Document 161643, NA 12260.
*** CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 181732 October 194, to Combined Fleet

(Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 360), Detailed Action Report FIRST Striking
Force, ¶O Operations, October l4th-2dth, WDC Documn' 61
NA 11839.

S* Imperial General Headquarters (Army Section) Order No. 1153, October
18th, 1944, Chief of Military History, Department of the Arry, 1st
Endorsement July 12th, 1953 to President of Naval War College letter
Serial 1696-53, June 12th, 1953.

**~** Philippine Air Operation Phase II, 1944-1945, First Demobilization
Bureau, Japanese Government, 1946, Vol. 46, Part I (Colonel Misao
Matsumae, ex-IJA) Chapter IIx Section B.4.
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(a) advised that SHO One had been ordered activated from 0000 October 19th

(b) issued instructions concerning the incorporation of air reinforcements
into h.is command. He directed that upon their arrival in the Philippines (1)
the FIRST and TWENTY-SECOND Air Regiments would revert to the command of the
Commander THIRTIETH Fighter Gr-oup and (2) the TWENTY-FIFTH Air Brigade Head-
quarters, and the THIRD, FOURTEENTH and TWENTIETH Air Regiments would come
under command of C.G. SECOND Air Division.

(c) directed arcraft transferring from Formosa to the Philippines to take
San over-water route to the westward and, insofar as practicable, to time their

* flights so as to arrive at their concentration points at night.*

IT WILL BE NOTED THAT THE TIME OF ACTIVATION OF SHO ONE BY THE ARMY WAS
0000 OCTOBER 19TH, WHEREAS THAT FOR THE NAVY WAS 1701 ON THE 18TH, NEARLY SEVEN
HOURS EARLIER. THE DELAY WAS NOT THE RESULT OF FAULTY COMMUNICATIONS. SUCH
PROCEDURE DIFFERED MARKEDLY FROM AMERICAN PRACTICE. IN AMERICAN PRACTICE A
PLAN ONCE APPROVED BY THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF WAS PLACED IN EFFECT BY THE
THEATER COMMANDER (CINCPOA OR COMSOWESPAC IN THE PACIFIC) SIMULTANEOUSLY FOR
ALL FORCES UNDER HIS COMMAND. ON THE OTHER HAND, IN JAPANESE PRACTICE, THERE

BEING NO THEATER COMMANDERS, THE ARMY AND NAVY GENERAL STAFFS COULD AND DID
ACTIVATE SHO ONE OPERATION AT DIFFERENT TIMES FOR THEIR RESPECTIVE SERVICES.

IT SEEMS CLEAR rHAT THE AMERICAN PRACTICE WAS THE MORE CORRECT, SINCE UN- I
DER JAPANESE PRACTICE, TWO COMMANDS IN THE SAME OPERATING AREA, SUCH AS FOURTH
AIR ARMY (SOUTHERN ARMY) AND FIFTH BASE AIR FORCE (COMBINED FLEET), COULD BE
OPERATING, AND IN THIS CASE DID OPERATE FOR SOME HOURS, UNDER DIFFERENT BASIC
OBJECTIVES, WITH THE CONFUSION INHERENT IN SUCH A SITUATION. THE FORMER WAS
OPERATING UNDER A SHO ONE ALERT; THE LATTER WAS MAKING EFFECTIVE A SHO ONE
ACTIVATION. THE ALERT WAS ESSENTIALLY A STANDBY OPERATION; THE ACTIVATION WAS
THE EXECUTION OF THE PLAN ITSELF.

During the day Commander FOURTH Air Army lost sixteen operational aircraft
to Allied attacks which reduced his operational aircraft at 1800 totwenty-five
fighters, ten light bombers, and four reconnaissance planes and thirty heavy
bombers or a total of sixte-nine planes,** and his available aircraft to 115
planes.

* C.G. FOURTH Air Army Operations Order A-509, October 18th, 1944, Con-
tained in file of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, IJA• Staff Officer
FOURTH Air Army, Department of Army Historical Division Microfilm HS-7.

* Operational Aircraft Strength of the FIFTH Base Air Force and FOURTH Air
Army, 1800 October 18th, and their Anticipated Strengfh for October 20th,
19444 FEC Microfilm (no number) contained i•nJ M11Ltary . .Istor Section FEC
Letter to Naval War College, January 10th, 1952; also Memorandum of Vice
Admiral Gunichi Mikawa, IJN, CinC Sout hwest Area Fleet, GHQ-FEC Special
Historical Collection, Supporting Docu.ints to General of the Army Douglas
MacArthurls Historical Report on Allied Operations in the Southwest
Pacific Area (Item 31, Footlocker 7 of 10, SWPA Serial Vol. II).
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CHAPTER V - Allied Operations, October l9th.

(A) Operations of COMSOWESPAC, October 19th.

COMSOWESPAC in the NASHVILLE continued to advance toward Leyte Gulf in
campany with the transport echelon of TF 79. He appears to have taken no
unusual action on this date, judging from the almost complete absence of any
operational dispatches relevant to the Leyte campaign originated by him or
his headquarters.* Apparently, he was satisfied that the preliminary opera-
tions by the advance force in the objective area, and the supporting opera-
tions by COMTHIRDFLT on the northern flank arid CAAF SOWESPAC on the southern
flank, were proceeding according to plan. As yet the enemy had not offered
any appreciable opposition either by air, land or sea.

Thus far, he had received no contact reports by Allied aircraft or sub-
marines, of any sizeable Japanese surface forces moving toward the Philip-
pines. Insofar as he knew, the only enemy forces at sea were (a) the two
heavy cruisers, one ligbt cruiser and six destroyers, which had escaped the
trap set by COMTHIERDFLT on October 16th and which had been reported by the
STERLET,** and (b) the three large enemy ships in Makassar Strait contacted
by the BREAM at 0300 the prev'ous day on course 035 0 (T) speed twenty-three
knots.*** Nevertheless, the definite whereabouts of the major portion of
the Japanese fleet was not fully known although the latest intelligence in-
formation still indicated that the bulk of the enemy fleet was divided be-
tween the Empire and the Lingga-Singapore area.

At about 0100 he received an amplifying report*"*K from CTG 38.4 relative
to the results of operations by that commander on October 18th. This report,
among other things, (a) gave a resume of the successful air attacks in the
central Luzon area against meager enemy resistance and (b) stated that air
reconnaissance of San Bernardino Strait during the morning and afternoon had
been negative.

At about 0248 he intercepted a detailed report***** from CTG 77.2 con-
cerning the preliminary operations (October 18th) by the advance force indica-
ting, that (a) the operations of the objective area had progressed

* G-3 Journal, General Headquarters, Southwest Pacific Area, October
19th, 1944 (Microfilm).

** STEHLET Dispatch 180300 October 1944 to CTF 17 and COMISUBPAC.
i *** War Diary BREAM, October 18th, 1944.
'*~*• CTG 38.4 Dispatch 181530 October 1944 to COM6OWESPAC, info

COMSEVENTHFLT, CINCPAC, COMTHIRDFL'r and COMINCH.
- CTG 77.2 Dispatch 181718 October 1944 to CTF 77, info C.G. 6th

"Army, COMINCH, CTF's 78 and 79, COMTHIRDFLT.
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satisfactorily on that date despite the initial delay due to inclement
weather on October 17th and (b) CTG 77.2 expected to commence the D-1 day
schedule at daylight October 19th and complete reconnaissance of the northern
beaches during the forenoor.

At about 1030 he received a second dispatch* from COMTHIRDFLT relative
to possible employment of "Tokyo Express" tactics by the enemy in an attempt
to reinforce his garrison forces on Leyte. This dispatch was prompted by a
COMSEVENTHFLT broadcast relative to the BREAM 0300 October 18th contact re-
port on three large enenW ships, It showed, possibly as a result of his long
experience with these tactics in the Solomons campaign, and expressed two days
earlier to COMSOWESPAC,** that COMTHIRDFLT believed that enemy troop rein-
forcements would be made by "Tokyo Express" method. It will be recalled that
as a consequence of COMITHIRDFLT's first mention of "Tokyo Express" COWSOWESPAC
had directed CAAF SOWESPAC tc maintain a special reconnaissance watch over
Balabac Strait during the nights of October 18th and 19th and to continue
night PBY searches over the Sulu Sea.•* COMSOWESPAC took no action on COM-
THIRDFLT's second dispatch, because he considred that the searches previously
directed by him were sufficient to protect the southern flank..

At about 1656 he received via CINCPAC a contact report made by a FOUR-
TEENTH Air Force China-based search plane over the South China Sea which re-
ported sighting at 1405 an enemy naval task force cow-isting of one carrier,
two cruisers and three destroyers in Latitude .80 -,40'N, Longitude 1120-ll'E,
course 330 0 (T), speed twenty-five knots.*** Sometime after this and proba-
bly about 2023 he likely received a contact report by the TRIGGER, which re-
ported sighting at 1(•0 in Latitude 25°-30'N, Longitude 1 22-•45'E, (fifty-two
miles on bearing 057 (T) from the northeastern tip of Fcrmosa) four enemy
heavy cruisers and five destroyers on course 2700 (T), Speed sixteenknots.***--"

During the evening he received COMSOWESPAC Zone Notice No. 11 issued by
his headquarters at Hollandia cancelling SOWESPAC Zone Notices No. 8 and No.
10 which had established a temporary Submarine Patrol Zone around Tawr.
Tawi.**"*

At about 2138 I.e received a sumnary report of the air operations on
October 19th by CTU 38.4 which st.ated that (a) much damage and destruction

* COMTH11RHDFLT Dispatch 190100 October 1944 to COMSOWSPAC and COM-
SEV&NTHFLT, info CINCPAC, COMINCH, All TFC's THIRD and SEVENTH
Fleets.
COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 170909 October 1944 to CX43SO'E5PAC.
COMSOWESPAC Dispatch 180626 October 1944 to CAAF SOWESVAC, info
CINCPAC, COMSEVENTHFLT and COMTHIRDFLT, etc.

. G CINCPAC Dispatch 190726 October 1944 to COMSOWESPAC, CTF 77,
COMTHIRDFLT, TFC'a THIRD and SEVENTH Fleets.

*-•*-* ThiGGER Dispntch 190715 October 1944 to COMSUBPAC, info COMTHIRDFLT.
~***** COMSOWESPAC Dispatch 190630 October 1944 to CAAF SOWE3PAC and CANF

SOWESPAC, info CINICPOA.
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had been accomplished against enemy shipping in Manila Bay 1b) no enemy air
opposition had been encountered except for sixteen fighters on the earlier
morning fighter-sweep over Manila, and (c) the morning and later afternoon
reconnaissance flights over San Bernardino Strait had produced negative re-
sults.*

At about 2237 he received COMTHIRDFLT's answer** to C.G. FOURTEFNTH Air
Force query, relayed by CCMNAVGRPCHINA and CINCPAC, as to how much longer
the searches over the South China Sea by China-based search planes would be
required. Since he took no action at this time, he thereby gave tacit ap-
proval to COMTHIRDFLT's reply that these searches would be vital as long as
the activity and movement of the enemy continued. Enemy activity and move-
ment then known to both COMSOWESPAC and CO0HIRDFLT consisted mainly of three
widely scattered. contacts, viz, (1) three large ships reported by the BREAM
at 0300 the day before in Makassar Strait, (2) three cruisers and six do-
stroyers sighted by the STRLJEET off Amand 0 Shima at 1115 also on the pro-
vious day, and later by the TRIGGER at 1400 this day off the northeastern tip
of Formosa, reported as four heavy cruisers and five destroyers, (3) one
carrier, two cruisers and three destroyers 120 miles southeast of Hainan
Island also on hnis day by the FOURTEENTH Air Force search plane. Since
these forces were hardly large enough to suggest an enemy surface encounter
of major proportions, it is likely that COMSOWESPAC concurred with COMTHIRD-// FLT's concept that the enemy might attempt to reinforce the Leyte garrison
by "Tokyo Express" tactiis.

At about 2259 hu received COMTHIRDFLT's orders to keep TF 38 intact while
awaiting developments, with the cancellation of all existing orders for the
various task groups to retire to Ulith! and Manus for logistic replenishment,
emergency upkeep and repair.*** He was no doubt pleased that COMTHIRDFLT had
taken appropriate action to cope with the enemy situation then developing on
the seas northpwest and south of the objective area, and felt confident that
that ccamander would carry out his task of providing covering support to the
Leyte operation.

Finally at about 2332, he received CTG 77.2's dispatch reporting that the
beach reconnaissance of the northern beaches had been completed and that no
mines or other underwater obstacles had been found.*-L* The stage was now
set for the main assault and landing on D-day.

* CTG 38.4 Dispatch 191208 October 1944 to COMSOWESPAC, info CINCPAC,
COMTHIRDFLT, COMSE-VENTHFLT, etc.

*• COMTHIRDFLT's Dispatch 191307 October 1944 to CINCPAC, info
COMSOWESPAC, CTF 38. -

-11* COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 191329 October 1944 to CTF 38 and all TGC's of
TF 38, info COMINCH, COMSOWESPAC, CINCPAC, CTG 30.3, etc.

**** CTG 77.2 Di3patch 191402 October 19" to C.G. 6th Army, COMTHIRDFLT,
and CTF's 77, 78, and 79.
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(1) Operations of Commander SEVENTH Fleet, October 19th.

Commander SEVENTH Fleet took no unusual action this day as COMSEVENTH
Fleet, nor in his capacity as CANF SOWESPAC, insofar as the Leyte operation
was concerned.

During the day he had received a number of dispatches from COMTHIRDFLT
relative to the operations of the THIRD Fleet. Whereas most of these dis-
patches, which are discussed under "Operations of COIMTHIRDFLT, October 19th,"
were concerned with the movements of THIRD Fleet units one of them was of
unusual interest in that it pointed out the possibility of short, fast un-
heralded Tokyo Express runs. This was COMTHIRDFLT's second caution relative
to Tokyo Express runs.

COMSEVENTHFLT took no action in this matter, because he considered
that the extended air searches then underway over the oouthern flank as di-
rected by COMSOWESPAC, together with the Allied air bearches from Palau and
Tinian and th,, covering operations of COMTHIRDFLT to the north, plus the
China-based searches over the South China Sea, and the disposition of Allied
submarines, were suitable to pA'wvide early and positive detection of any
Japanese surface forces that might attempt to penetrate the objective area.

During the evening he received COMSOWESPAC Zone Notice No. 11 which
cancelled COMSOWESPAC Zone Notices No. 8 and No. i0.* Unfortunately, this
Zone Notice, like Zone Notice No. 10, was not relayed to CTF 71 with the re-

r sult that that commander did not know that the Submarine Patrol Zone around
Tawi Tawi had been cancelled.

(a) Operations of CTF 77, (Central Philippines Attack Force) October
19th.

CTF 77 appears to have been satisfied with the preliminary
developments thus far in the Leyte operation, for he did not send any impor-
tant messages or otherwise take any pertinent action on October 19th. He
realized that his forces were now fully committed and that the operation had
to proceed as planned. He still had nG knowledge as to the extent or results
of air operations in the Mindanao area by CAAF SOWESPAO in protection of the
southern flank, although he had requested information in this regard two days
earlier.** On the other hand, he was pleased with the supporting operations
by COMTHIRDFLT on the northern flank of the objective area, since he had been
receiving sunmmaries and periodic reports of the successful strikes by TF 38
aircraft against Luzon, the latest of which he received from CTG 38.4 at about
0100 this day informing him of (a) the fruitful results of the attacks on
October 18th against enemy aircraft and shipping in the Manila area, and (b)

* COMSOWESPAC Dispatch 190630 October 1944 to CANF SOWESPAC and CAAF
SOWESPAC, info CINCPOA.

** CTF 77 Dispatch 170401 October 1944 to CAAF SOWESPAC, info C... F11qH
Air Force, All TFC's and TGC's THIRD and SEVENTH Fleets, etc.
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the negative results of the morning and afternoon air searches over San
Bernardino Strait.*

At about 0248 he received a report from CTG 77.2 which indicated
among other things that (a) D-2 day operations off the southern beaches had
progressed according to plan, (b) the D-1 day schedule would be co=menced at
daylight and a complete reconnaissance of the northern beaches made during
the forenoon, (c) the gulf was free of mines except in Area SWIEP, (d) except
for two desultory air attacks Japanese air reaction had been negligible, and
(e) guerrillas reported that nearly all Japanese aircraft in Leyte had been
destroyed, and there were no motor torpedo boats in the gulf.**

This dispatch was highly gratifying to CTF 77. He had known that
as a result of bad weather almost the whole of October 17th had been lost and
therefore the load on the advance forces would necessarily be much greater in
order to accomplish adequately the advance force tasks prior to D-day. He
had known, of course, through COMSOIESPAC's intelligence estimate of the pre-
vious day, that the Japanese opposition, particularly air opposition, was ex-
pected to be negligible. Here now was confirmation of that estimate.

r At about 1030 he received COMTHIHDFLT's dispatch warning him in
regard to possible "Tokyo Express" tactics by the Japanese in an attempt to
make a counterlanding on Leyte, but he, like COMSOWESPAC, either considered

Sthat adequate protective measures were being taken or did not attach the same
significance to the reference contact report as did CO1,iTHi.DFLT, for he took
no action.**

Also at about 1030 he received word from CTG 77.2 that the de-
stroyer ROSS had struck two mines, believed to have been floaters, i•i the
main swept channel near Point "F" at 0135, and was out of action, although

Sprospects for salvaging seemaed good.*•*"

At about 1645 he received the report of an enemy force off north-
ern Formosa heading toward the South China Sea,,*** and at about 1656 he re-
ceived the same contact report as COMSOWESPAC and COU'HIRDFLT regarding the
enemy task force sighted off Hainan Island,* but since he took no action,

* CTG 38.4 Dispatch 181530 October 1944 to COMSOWESPAC, info COMTHIRDFLT
COMSEVENTHFLT, CINCPAC, COMINCH.
CTG 77.2 Dispatch 181718 October 19"4 to CTF 77, info COMTHIRDFLT,
COMINCH, C.G. SIXTH Army, CTF's 78 and 79.
COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 190100 October 1944 to COMSOWESPAC, COMSEVENTH-
FLT, info COMINCH, CINCPAC, all TFC's THIRD and SEVENTH Fleets.

•-:' CTG 77.2 Dispatch 190104 October 1944 to CTF 77, info CTF 79,
COMTHIRDFLT, CINCPAC and COMINGH.

* TRIGGER Dispatch 190715 October 1944 to COMSUBPAC, info to COMTHIRD-
FLT.

SCINCPAC Dispatch 190726 October 1944 to COM.OWESPAC, CTF 77,
COMTHIRDFLT, all TFC's THIRD and SEVENTH Fleets.
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even so much as to advise his advance force commander at the objective area,
he no doubt shared the same views as both COMSOWESPAC and COMTHIRDFLT, viz.,

the Japanese might attempt to reinforce the Leyte garrison by "Tokyo Express"
tactics. He appears to have felt that the composition of these two widely
scattered contacts and the composition of the BREAM contact reported in
Makassar Strait on the previous day, was not such as to impose a threat to
the landing; in fact, should the enemy attempt to penetrate the objective
area with the meager forces thus far reported, the six battleships, six
cruisers and sixteen destroyers in TG 77.2 and the air attack potential in
the twelve escort carriers of TG 77.4 should be ample to repulse such a
thrust, without even considering the support and covering operations by the
THIRD Fleet.

At about 2237 he received a copy of COMTHIRDFLT's reply to C.G.
FOURTEENTH Air Force's query a. to how much lcnger the searches between IAuil-
ing Island and Lingayen would be required.* In view of the above contacts,
he like COMSOWESPAC, no doubt concurred with COMTHIRDFLT's opinion that these
searches were vital as long as the activity and movement of the enemy con-
tinued at its present tempo.

At about 2259 he received information that COMTHIRDFLT, in view
of the enemy contacts in Makassar Strait, off northern Formosa and Hainan
Island, had decided to keep TF 38 intact and had cancelled all existing
orders for the various task groups toretire to Ulithi and Manus.A*

At about 2332 he received word from CTG 77.2 that reconnaissance
of the northern beaches had been comnleted with negative results in regard
to enemy mines or other underwater obstructions.*K* This report signified
the successful conclusion of the pre-D-day operations by the advance force.
The objective area was now ready for the D-day assault and landing.

During the course of the day he received f~r dispatches from
CTG 78.5 (Commander Harbor Entrance Control Group) relative to tzde and cur-
rent data in Leyte Gulf, navigational aids established, swept area data and
other entrance information. The gist of these dispatches was that: (a)
actual current conditions approximated those predicted, (b) navigationa.1
lights h.ad been established for approach echelons on Dinagat Island and Homon-
hon Island, and (c) since that portion of Area SWEEP of Main Channel and to
northward was not safe he recommended that D-day groups entering Leyte Gulf
stay close to the north point of Dinagat Island until clear of Area SWEEP and

* COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 191307 October 1944 to CINCPACI info COMSOWESPAC
and CTF 38.

4-* COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 191329 October 1944 to CTF 38 and all TGC's of
TF 38, info COMSOWESPAC, CTF 77, etc.

*~* CTG 77.2 Dispatch 191402 October 1944 to C.G. SIXTH Army, CONTHIRDFLT,
CTF's 77, 78, 79, etc.
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(d) be escorted by minesweepers.* Item (c) was a relay from TG 77 9.

He also receive(. an information dispatch from CAAF SOWh.'AC pass-

ing for action to C.G. FIFTH Air Force CTF 77's dispatch 170401 to CAAF SO-
WESPAC requesting a report on the scheduled air strikes against the Mindanao
area.*

In view of the fact that the recommendation of CTG 78.5 (c) above
was at a considerable variance from the plan and since strong ebb tides of
from four to five knots were expected which tides would oppose and delay the

progress of the slower vessels through the entrance into Leyte Gulf, CTF 77
awaited a recommendation from his advance force commander (CTG 77.2). This
recommendation, which arrived at about 1821 and concurred with that of CTG
78.5, was to the effect that since only that portion of Area SWEEP south of
the main channel to Desolation Point had been cleared of mines tale entering
ships should stay close to the north point of Dinagat Island until clear of
Area SWEEP then via the main channel to the transport areas. CTF 77 now de-
cided that his forces could enter the gulf safely providing they followed CTG
77.2's recommendation. He therefore issued no modifications to the basic
plan feeling confident that his subordinate commanders would, in the absence
of specific entry instructions from himsel', automatically comply with the
recommendations of the advance force commander.

(1) Operations of Advance Force, October 19th.

(a) Operations of CTG 77.2** (Bombardment and Fire Support
Group).

At the beginning of October 19th, TG 77.2 was steaming in
night cruising disposition on various courses at eight knots in the retire-
ment area between the southern landing beaches and Hibuson Island.

CTG 77.2 was making preparations to resume bombardment of
the southern beach area and start bombardment of the northern beach area.
His destroyers were to support the UDT's off the northern beaches, cover the
in-shore minesweeping operations off both the northern and the southern
beaches, and screen to the seaward of the heavy bombardment ships, while the
latter provided off-shore support and scheduled bombardment against enemy
beach defenses. His heavy ships had been assigned gunfire positions about
three miles off-shore in accordance with Plate "XV".

CTG 708.5 Dispatches 190-359, 190618, 190958 and 191212 October 1944 to
CTF's 77, 78, 79.

** CAAF SOWESPAC Dispatch 190444 October 1944 to 0.G. FIMTH Air Farce info
CTF 77.

* All information here, except as otherwise indicated, obtained from
Action Report CTG 77.2 (COMCRUDIV 4), Bombardment and Capture of
Leyte Island, Philippine Islands, Uctober l6th-24th, 1944, Serial
00147, November 5th, 1944.
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At 0135 he learned that the ROSS which, with the ROBINSON,
was escorting the minesweepers hp.d several minutes earlier struck a floating
mine one mile south of Point "F" in the entrance to the Tacloban-Dulag ap-
proach channel. He immediately ordered the CHICKASAW to stand-by her.

At 0205 he designated 0550 as ZERO hour for bombardment
of the southern beaches and directed Groups ABLE and BAKER of Fire Support
Unit SOUTH to fire alternately every two and one-half hours comr.encing with
Group BAKER. This was done to provide rest for the gun crews and opportunity
to service cruiser and battleship spotting aircraft. He elso directed Com-
mander Fire Support Unit NORTH to designate ZERO hour for his unit, and sug-
gested 0700 as an approximate time.*

At 0210 he learned that. the ROSS had at 0155 struck a
6• second floating mine and had lost all power.

The mining of the ROSS was of considerable concern since
it showed that it was unwise to retire the minesweepers at night as far as
Area SWEEP, and further pointed out the serious danger from floating mines
especially in the vicinity of Area SWEEP. This casualty, and the lack of
casualties to TG 77.2 inside the gulf now showed him that his decision not to
retire, the heavy ships outside the gulf at night as originally planned had
been sound.

At 0218 he advised CTF 77 of the operations which had been
undertaken on October 18th. He reported, in part, that (1) the weather was
excellent, (2) landing on Homonhon Island had been unopposed, (3) he had com-

menced exploratory sweeps of Areas DRUM and DOG and clearance sweeps of the
transport areas with all sweeps negative, (4) his original report of Area
SWEEP had been in error, that the sweep was only 50% complete with sixty mines
swept, (5) Group ABLE Fire Support Unit SOUTH had passed through the Yd.ne
field and had made reconnaissance of all southern beaches with negative re-
sults, (6) the remainder of the bombardment Group had entered the gulf before
sunset, (7) the gulf was believed free of mines except Area SWEEP, (8) air
attacks on command had been desultory and light, (9) the guerillas reported
(a) nearly all Japanese aircraft destroyed Leyte (b) no motor torpedo boats
in gulf, (c) Japanese troops concentrated Tacloban, (d) no Japanese in Panaon,
and finally (10) that he expected to commence D-1 day schedule at daylight
and complete reconnaissance of the northern beaches during the forenoon.**

Dawn came at 0517 and the weather continued favorable,
with one to two-tenths low scattered clouds at 1500 feet, five to six tenths
high scattered clouds above 10,000 feet, good visibility, light variable winds
three to six knots, sea calm.

Action Report CALIFORNIA, Participation in Operations off Island of
Leyte, October 19th-24th, 1944, Sernial 0025, November 18th, 1944.

':* CTG 77.2 Dispatch 181718 October 1944 to CTF 77, info CTF's 78 and 79,
C.G. SIXTH Army and COMTHIIRDFLT.
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At 0527 he detached Group BAKER of Fire Support Unit
SOUTH to continue the bombardment of the southern beach areas between Tolosa

and Abuyog commenced the previous afternoon. Commander Group BAKER in the
HONOLULU then departed the disposition with Group BAKER and proceeded to the
firing area.

At 0546 he detached Fire Support Unit NORTH which was to
conduct bombardment and underwater reconnaissan . off the northern beaches.
Commaixier Fire Support Unit NORTH (CTU 77.2.1) in the MISSISSIPPI, with Fire
Support Unit NORTH then departed the disposition and, followed by UDT Unit
NORTH, proceeded towards the firing area.

He was now left with Group ABLE of Fire Support Unit
SOUTH which unit he commanded as CTU 77.2.2. This group was to alternate
with Group BAKER in the bombardment of the southern beaches. Since Group
BAKER was to upen fire first, CTG 77.2, as Commander Group ABLE, maneuvered
to the seaward of that group awaiting his firing time.

His two support units operated as follows:

(1) TU 77.2.2, (Fire Support Unit SOUTH).

At 0550 Group BAKER less WELLES commenced its sched-
uled bombardment. At 0835 Group ABLE, which had relieved Group BAKER, con-
tinued the bombardmtnt from the firing stations vacated by Group BAKER. This
rotation of fire by the3s two groups continued throughout the day with the
bombardment groups alternating every two and one-half hours. At about 0900
CTU 77.2.2 realizing the necessity for increased fire power in order to re-
duce enemy opposition to UDT Operations, directed the CLAXTON and the ALBERT
W. GRANT to report to Commander Fire Support Unit NUORTH for duty.

At this point it seems important to digress a moment
from the discussion of the bombardment to discuss a situation which arose con-
cerning Filipino citizens and the actions of CTG 77.2 relating thereto. It
seems that during the forenoon CTU 77.2.2, as CTG 77.2, received word from a
number of his small craft, such as minesweepers, that they had taken aboard
Filipino "patriots" who wished to give information on the enemy, and desired
to confer with the commander of the advance forces.

Since the LOUISVILLE had been the only ship in its
area attacked by enemy planes CTG 77.2 grew suspicious.

At 1252 he received four of these "patriots" on board
the flagship and had them interrogated by his Chief of Staff. In view of the
fact that at least one of them appeared of doubtful character, and in further
view of the fact the "patriots" had probably already ]'earned that the main
landing was to occur on the following day, CTG 77.2 decided to retain them on
board all ships until after the landing, lest the disloyal "patriots" inform
the Japanese of the landing plans. He immediately ordered that (a) all
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"patriots" were to be retained on bcard until he had had an opportunity to
interrogate them. Actually he did not plan to interrogate them, but merely
desired to retain them for "safe keeping" until after the landings bad been
effected, and (b) no more "patriots" were to be taken aboard any ship in the
rea.*

THE ABOVE ACTION OF CTG 77.2 WAS CORRECT FOR TWO
REASONS: (A) THE "PATRIOTS" WE CITIZENS OF AN AMERIC.N POSSESSION AND
THEREFORE INTERNATIONAL LAW DID NOT APPLY AND (B) CTG 77.2 FELT THAT HE HAD
SUFFICIENT REASON TO SUSPECT THAT THERE WERE, AMONG THE "PATRIOTS," SOME
ENEMY AGENTS WHO MIGHT GIVE INFORMATION TO T'E I•IMY CONCERNING THE ALLIED
LANTIINGS PLANS. IT IS A WELL-KNOWN T¶ET OF GENERAL INTERNATIONAL LAW THAT A
BELLIGERENT HAS THE RIGHT BY 'HE EMPLOYMENT OF ADEQUATE MEANS TO PREVENT ANY
PERSONS FROM GIVING INFORMATION TO THE ENE)Y.**

THE VALIDITY OF CTG 77.2'S ACTION IN THIS CASE WAS
NOT AFFECTED BY THE FACT THAT THE JAPANESE "PUPPET" GOVERNMENT IN 'HE PHILIP-
PINES HAD DECLARED WAR ACAINST THE UNITED STATES SINCE THE "PUPPET" GOVERN-
MENT WAS NOT RECOGNIZED BY THE UNITED STATES.**

Now to return to the bombardmenti

All firing by groups ABLE and BAKER was completed at
1715. Fire Sup'ort Unit SOUJTH then withdrew to its night retirement area.

Due to meager intelligence concerning suitable mili-
tary targets, area firing was employed. Hoever, when the spotting planes
sighted important military targets not visible to the ships because of foli-
age and trees, those targets were taken under fire. This resulted in almost
complete reliance being placed on the reports from the spotting planes.

(2) TU 77.2.1,0** (Fire Support Unit NOR'T).

At 0546 CT0 77.2.1 in the MISSISSIPPI with TJ 77.2.1,
plus WELLES followed by UDT Unit NORTH departed TG 77.2 and proceeded to his

, * Statement by Commodore H. W. BATES, USN (Ret), Chief of Staff TU
77.2 March 9th, 1954.

** War fepartment Field Manual 27-10 (FM 27-10) October let, 1940,
Chapter 6, paragraph 202 (a) pages 57-58; Instructions for the
Navy of the United States governing Maritime Warfare, June 1917,
paragraphs 78, and 79.• * Wilson and Tucker Internatiorm -1Ni t Ea, .,,,-•.44-1tio,, (Now York 19351%)•\
pages 4&-49.

• •** Action Report CTU 77.2.1 (COMBATDIV 3) Bombardment and Fire Support
Mission on Leyte Island, Philippine Islands, Serial 0166, October
29th, 1944; Action Report CTG 77.6, Leyte Island Operations, Philip-
pine Islands, Serial 0084, November 19th, 1944; Action Report UDT 6,.
Report of Underwater Demolition Team 6, Leyte Island Operation, Serial
02-44 October 23rd. 1944; Action Report UDT 9, Leyte Operation, No
serial, November 3rd, 1944; also Action Report UDT 10, Assault Land-
ing, Leyte !sland, Serial 02, Ontober 24th, 1944.
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fire support area (Plate XVII) where he planned to conduct bombardment and
underwater reconnaissance of the northern beaches. Arriving in his fire
support area about 0840 he commenced his scheduled bombardment at 0900.
At 1000 he was reinforced by the CLAXTON and the ALBERT W. GRANT which were
to be employed in close fire support for UDT operations.

After about two hours of preliminary bombardment by
£ the MISSISSIPPI, WEST VIRGINIA and MARYLAND, the in-shore bombardment group

consisting of the AULICK, CONY, SIGOURNEY, WELLES, CLAXTON, and ALBERT W.
GRANT, proceeded with the BROOKS, CLEaEN and RATHBURNE toward gunfire sup-
port positions 3,000 to 4,000 yards off the landing beaches, and at 1115
commenced close-range bombardment.

At 1130 the UDT personnel coimenced reconnoitering
their respective beach areas, which task they completed successfully at 1540.
Thereupon the APD's and supporting destroyers were withdrawn to join the
heavier ships of TU 77.2.I.

'fTU 77.2.1 completed bombardment at 1615, and retired
from the fire support area.*

The bombardment of the northern beaches, like that of
the southern beaches seemed only reasonably effective, due to the lack of
visible targets. Slow, deliberate, indirect, 'roa fire was employed. No
enemy fire was directed at the heavy ships, although the UDT'5, AFD's and sup-
porting destroyers drew intense and sporadic small arms, mortar and light
artillery fire. In fact, so intense was the nature of this fire that the de-
stroyer AULICX received several hits and one UDT had to be temporarily with-
drawn from WHITE Beach at 1141 when one LCPR was sunk, killing one and wound-
ing eleven embarked personnel. Reconnaissance was resumed at 1500 after the
light batteries had been silenced by the battleships, destroyers and APD s.
The destroyers supporting the UUT'S in the morning remained too far off shore
for maximum effective employment of their forty-millimeter guns (their best
weapon for eliminating enemy small arms and mortar fire), in order to avoid
unswept mnlieaale waters and to stay clear of the minesweepers operating off
the be~ches.

As a. result of the above bombardments CTG 77.2
claimed having destroyed numerous mortar batteries. No enemy counterfire
was observed and no heavy enemy batteries were found.

At about 1612 CTG 77.2 received a dispatch relayed
from CTG 78.5 (Harbor Entrance Control Group) wherein that commander, in
view of conditions found in Area SWEEP, recommended that the high-speed

* Action Report MISSISSIPPI, Bombardemnt of Leyte, Philippine Island,
October 19th-2Oth, 194, Serial 0139, November 23rd, 1944.
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minesweepers precede TF 78 and other groups which were to enter the gulf com-
mencing at 2300.*

While considering what action to recommend on this
dispatch he received at 1719 a report, and a recommendation, from CTG 77.5,
The report was that (a) no mines had been found in transport or fire support
areas, or near landing beaches (b) 113 mines had been swept in Area SWEEP on
this day bringing the total to 186 for the three days (c) that portion of
Area SWEEP south of the main channel was considered safe, but the main channel
and that portion of Area SWEEP to the northward was not safe. The recommenda-
tion was that entering ships stay close to Dinagat Island until clear of Area
SWEEP thence via main channel to the transport areas.

CTG 77.2 now re-estimated the situation. The problems
facing him were (a) should he accept CTG 77.5's implied recommendation that
the Alliec assault shipping be permitted to enter via the southern swept chan-
nel or (b) should he recommend D-day be delayed until Area SWEEP had been com-
pletely swept?

He decided that since there still remained a swept
area sufficiently wide (about seven miles) south of the main channel which
could be considered safe of moored mines and which was navigable by the in-
coming task forces and groups, it would be wise to maintain the scheduled
landing date and to bring in the assault shipping as per schedule. He also
decided that it would (a) be unwise for the incoming shipping to pass through
Area SWEEP to the northward of the main channel because that area had not
beCLI swept, and (b) it would be wise for it to pass through Area SWE EP south
of the main channel since this area had been cleared sufficiently to be con-
sidered safe. He therefore, at 1751 advised CTF 77 to this effect, a s fol-
lows:

"Area SWEEP not clear of mines. That portion of Area
SWEEP south of main channel to Desolation Point, Dinagat Island, cousidered
safe of moored mines. Ships entering stay close to north point Diragat until
clear of Area SWEEP, thence via channel to transport area."l*

CTG 77.2'S ACTION IN MAKING THIS RECOMMENDATION IS
CONSIDL- D SOUND. IT WAS HIS DUTY, AS THE COMIANDER ADVANCE FORCE, TO KEEP
HIS IMMEDIATE SUPERIOR--IN THIS CASE CTF 77--CONSTANTLY INFOM-4ED AS TO THE
DEVELOPING SITUATION AND OF HIS OPINIONS RELATING THERETO SO THAT CTF 77, ON
WHOM THE ULTIMATE DECISION LAY, MIGHT HAVE SUFFICIENT INFORMATION ON WHICH TO
BASE ANY DECISIONS NECESSARY ON THE PRf,2liISES. THIS IS VU'AT IS KNOWN AS MAK-
ING CONSTRUCTIVE REPRESENTATIONS. WHILE IN THIS CASE HE DID NOT ACTUALLY
WORD HIS DISPATCH IN TIE FORM OF A RECOMhZDATICN BUT INSTEAD WORDED IT AS
AN ACCEPTED FACT, IT WAS, NEVERTHELESS, A RECOMMENDATION SINCE IT WAS A CON-
SIDERABLE CHANGE FiUM THIL ASIC PLAN AND MIGHT NOT BE ACCEPTED BY C1fF 77.

* CTG 78.4 Dispatch 190642 October 1944 to CTG 77.2.
** CTG 77.2 Dispatch 190851 October 1944 to CTF's 77, 78, 79.
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At 1800, the NORTH and SOUTH Fire Support and UDT
Units having rendezvoused, he formed a night cruising disposition in the re-
tirement area south of the Tacloban-Dulag approach channel. He assigned the
RICHARD P. LEARY and HALFORD to duty as night harassing units for the south-
ern beaches, and the CONY and SIGOURNEY as the night harrassing units for the
northern beaches. Meanwhile, the YMS units and the SAN CAkRLOS (AVP)anchored
in shallow water in the northern sector of the southern transport area.

At 1845 he decided that the recommendation of CTG 78.5
that minesweepers precede TF 78 and other groups was sound and therefore di-
rected CTG 77.5 to have MINDIV ONE meet TG 79.1 between Points REB and FIN at
2300 and conduct them through the mndaefield.* It is presumed that he meant
by TG 79.1 the leading elements of TF 79, i.e. the Tractor Group of TG 79.1
and 79.2 which were due by plan to reach Point FIN at 2300.

At 2302 he sent a detailed dispatch report to CTF 77
on the results of the reconnaissance of the northern beaches, which in essence
stated that no mines or other underwater obstacles had been found and that the
beaches were ready for landing.*•

It is of interest that during this day enemy resist-
ance in the air to the advance operati-ns in the objective area had been as
meager as that on the ground, and had consisted solely of six sporadic and
uncoordinated attacks-undetected by radar--against advance force units at
the entrance and west central areas of Leyte Gulf as follows:

(I) At 1204 one carrier-type bomber dropped a bomb
close aboard the disabled ROSS, causing negligible damage.***

"f2) At 1447 one enemy plane dropped two bombs in the
vicinity of the ARIADNE, URCSBY and HUGHES--no damage.*ý'-*

(3) At 1555 four enemy planes attacked Sweep Unit
SEVEN in Area DRUM--no damage.**",*

(4) At 1700 one carrier-type fighter bombed BLACK
Beach ONE and the ARIADNE-both bombs missed targets.•*-**

(5) At 1712 one enemy carrier-type bomber endeavored
to attack the LOUISVILLE, but owing to the force of its dive, disintegrated in

* CTG 77.2 Dispatch 190945 )ctober 1944 to CTG 77.5.
** CTG 77.2 Dispatch 191402 October 1944 to CTF's 77, 78, 79.

Action Report ROS3, Operations Against Leyte, Serial 002, November
1st, 1944.

*-•** Action Report CTG 78.4, Report of Diriagat Group, Serial 0018, undated,
probably early November 1944.

***- Action Report CTG 77.2 (COMCRUDIV 4), Bombardment and Capture of Leyte
Island, Philippine Islands, October 16th-24'.h, 2.944, Serial 00147,
November 5th, 1944.

***• War Diary ARIADNE, -tober 19th, 1944.
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mid air. This plane had been entirely unobserved and might have made a full
hit had it not disintegrated. CTG 77.2, noting this fact, said, "Someon- is
holding a parasol over me."* The bomb fell short and landed close aboard the
RICHARD P. LEARY.

(6) At 1714 three enemy carrier-type bombers attacked
Sweep Unit ONE in the middle of Area SWEEP, dropping six small bombs (about
100 kg.) close aboard the HOVEY, with negative results.**

probably on In addition, at ].248 an enemy two-engine land-bomiber,

r~connaissance mission, was sighted and fired upon by the KILTY
with negative rtsults, in the vicinity BLACK Beach ONE.***

The five planes which attacked between 170O and 1714
above were variously reported by individual commands as enemy carrier-.type
fighters carrying bombs. It therefore seems likely, although for reasons not
explained they required about three and one-half h:,urs instead of the nonmal
two and one-half hours to reach the objective area, that the'ce planes were
the "one carrier-type bomber and four fighters aimed with bimbs" launched by
Commander FIFTH Base Air Force from Mabalacat Field at 13"- arainst surface

Sships in Leyte Gulf.***

THE, ABILITY OF 3NEN1Y AIRCRAFT TO PENETRATE THE OBJEC-
TIVE AREA UNDETECTED, MAKE THEIR ATTACKS, AND THIE ESCAPE PRACTICALLY UN-
SCATHED DEMONSTRATES THAT IN THE PROXIf4ITY OF SURROUNDING LAND MASSES ALLIED

AIR COVER, FICHTER DIRECTION AND FIRE CONTROL SYSTEMS THEN CURRENT WERE IN-
ADEQUATE. THE ATTACKS DEVELOPED SO QUICKLY THAT THE CAP COULD NOT BE VECTORED
TO MAKE AN INTERCEPTION, NOR COULD THE ANTIAIRCRAFT FIRE CONTROL SYSTEMS PRO-
VIDE THE NECESSARY ACCURACY AND VOLURE OF FlEE. FORTUNATELY, BY THIS TIME,
THE ALLIED AIR STRIKES AGAINST THE PHILIPPINES HAD SO 'WEAKENED THE JAPANESE
AIR POWER THERE THAT IT WAS NOT ABLE TO LAUNCH ANY ATTACKS IN MASS. IN FACT
THE JAPANESE FIFTH BASE AIR FORCE HAD BEEN REDUCED TO ABOUT FORTY AND THE
FOURTH AIR ARMY TO ABOUT FIFTY-FIVE OPERATIONAL PLANES BY THE END OF THE DAY.

(b) Operations of CTG 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group), October
19th.

In compliance with his basic directive from CTF 77 to
strike the western Visayas D-3 throtgh D-1 days, - CTG 77.4 decided to

* Statement by CTG 77.2 to Captain R. W. Bates, USN, Chief of Staff,
TG 77.2 October 19th. 1944.
War Diaries HiANiLTON, HOVEY, LONG, PAII4EI{ and SOUTHARiD, October 19th,
1944.

•:• Action Report KILTY, Dinagat Operation, Serial 0271044, October 27th,
1944.

- Philippine Area Naval Operations, Pait II, October-December 1944,
Second Demobilization Bureau Japanese Govermntent, October 1947,
Department of Army Historical Division File- 8-6, Js-104.

*•*~ CTF 77 Dispatch 170358 October 1944 to CTG's 77.4 and 77.2, info
COMTHIIRDFLT, all TFC's SEVENTHFLT, all TGC's THIiDFLT, etc.
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attack the islands of this group which he had not been able to reach the pre-
vious day because of adverse weather conditions. In view of the fact that he
had struck Cebu on October 18th, and the C.G. FIFTH Air Force was scheduled
to attack Cebu on the l9th,* he launched strikes against Negros and Panay
only as follows:

Time Copoition Sorties

0630 48 VF, 24 VT 72

1230 28 VF, 15 VT _A3

Total Sorties 125

The above strikes, being among the first over the western

Visayas, were mainly exploratory, their purpose being to determine and destroy
the enemy's air strength in operational fields and aircraft in this area. As
will be shown later in the sunuary of strike results, they revealed no enemy
air activity of any importance in the western Visayaý3, and likewise no enemy
shipping of consequence in the area.

* In addition to the above exploratory strikes, he launched
strikes against the Tacloban-Dulag area in support of the bombardment groups
and UDT units. For this purpose, he maintained on call over the objective
area from 0615 until 1730 an air support group of twenty-eight VF and fourteen
VT. He alsc, provided over the target area a TASP of four VT and a TCAF of
thirty-six VF from 0615 until 1730, and a dusk TCAP of twelve VF from 1700
until 1820. In addition, during the afternoon he launched a photographic
flight (one VT) to photograph the results of the beach bombardment by TG
77.2.*:"

Over each of his three task units, he stationed a four-VF
CAP and a four-VT ASP from dawn until sunset.**

Favorable flying conditions prevailed in the sea operating
areas throughout the day, with southerly winds of eight to eleven knots, part-
ly cloudy skies, visibility six miles, increasing to twelve miles after 1600.
The sun rose at 0621 and set at 1814.*P* Over the target area the weather was
clear, with visibility about thirty miles.-•*iý-

* Weekly Intelligence Review No. 47, October 18th-21st, 1944, Head-
quarters FIFTH Air Force, Assistant Chief of Staff, A-2.

X* Action Report OTG 77.4, Leyte Operations, October l2th-29th, 1441,
Serial 00120, November 15th, 1944.

*•* Action Report MANILA BAY, Operations in Support of Occupation of
Leyte, October 12th-3Oth, 1944, Serial 0103, November 2nd, 1944.

* Action Report NATOMA BA', Leyte Operation, October l8th-29th, 1944,
Serial 00041, November 1st, 1944.
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I

The morning strike was directed against Bacolod, Talisay
and Saravia airfields on Negros and enemy shipping in that vicinity. It ar-
rived over Negros at about 0745 and attacked the above targets until about
0930, at which time it departed for base, landing aboard at 1100. No enen7y
activity was encountered in the air, and evidence of enemy air activity on
the ground was practically nil.

The afternoon strike was launched 6 :ainst Santa Barbara
and Madurriao airfields on Panay and against shipping facilities in the
vicinity of Iloilo. The flight arrived over Panay at about 1430 and attacked
targets on this island until 1615, returning aboara at 1720.

One enemy fighter, shot down over the vicinity of Cebu as
the afternoon strike was returning to base, comprised the only enemy activity
in the air in opposition to the strikes by TG 77.4.

As a result of his two strikes against the western
Visayas, OTG 77.4 claimued the destruction of one eneny fighter in the air and
twenty-two enemy fighters and sixteen two-engine land bombers on the ground.

In regard to shipping destruction and damage, he claimed the destruction of
one small freighter-transport, one patrol boat and an oil barge, and the
damaging of one minesweeper, one schooner and six barges. His own losses
were one VF and pilot,* shot down by antiaircraft fire over Negros during
the morning strike, and one VF, lost operationally.*,

In addition to the above two strikes against the western
Visayas, eight of the twelve VF on combat air patrol over the objective area
were directed by USA to make a fighter sweep against Surigao and Badas Placer
airfields on noAthern Mindanao. On arrival over these fields at 1500, the
attack planes found no enemy aircraft either in the air or on the ground.
Buildings and storage facilities were strafed, inflicting only slight damage.
This flight landed aboard at 1608.**-

There is no information in Japanese documents to sub-
stantiate the above reported losses and damage to enemy aircraft and facili-
ties. In respect to shipping, postwar reports of Japanese naval and merchant
losses during World War I1, which are rather complete, do not reveal any
losses or damage to enemy shipping in the Visayas on this day.•w"

_* War Diary CHENANGO, October 19th, 1944.

' -" Action Report CTG 77.4, Leyte Operation, October 12th-29th, 1944,
Serial 00120, Noveftber 15th, 1.944.

• *** Aircraft Action Report No. 68, VF-35, forwarded by CHENANGO Serial I
0309, November 3rd, 3.944.

4" XH•- "The Imperial Japanese Navy in World War II," nr-mr-1 by Mii+nry
History Section, Special Staff, GHQ, Far East Command, February
1952; also "Japanese Naval and Merchant Losses During World War II,"
prepared by the Joint Amy-Navy Assessment Committee, Fooruary 1947.
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No enemy attacks were made against the task group during
the day.

(c) Operations of CTG 77.5 (Minesweeping and Hydrographic
Group), October 19th.

(1) Operations of Sweep Units.

The various sweep units of TG 77.5 operated as fol-
lows:*

Area (See Plate III) Unit Type Sweep Character

Surigao Strait ONE Clearance Moored and acoustic to
Channel a depth of forty feet.

SWEEP TWO Exploratory Moored and acoustic to
TH& a depth of sixty feet.
THREE

Northern Transport FOUR Clearance Moored and acoustic to
Area & a depth of thirty feet.

FIVE

Southern Transport SIX Clearance Moored and acoustic to
Area a depth of thirty feet.

DRUM SEVEN Clearance Moored and acoustic to
a depth of thirty feet.

Beaches ORANGE, EIGHT Explornitory Moored to a depth of
VIOLET, BLUE, YELLOW, ten feet.
WHITE and RED

Again on this day, a3 on the previous days, all mines
uncovered were found in Area SWEEP. It began to appear, as was actually the
case, that the enemy had laid a double row of chemical horn contact type mines
across the entrance to Leyte Gulf, between Homonhor. and Dinagat Islands.**

Enemy air action against TG 77.5 during the day was
limited to two attacks. At 1555 Sweep 'nit SEVEN in Area DRUM was attacked

* Action Report CTG 77.5, Report of Minesweeping Operations in Surigao
Strait and Leyte Gulf, Serial 0111, October 29th, 1944.

** Action Report COMCRUDIV 13, Report of Sweeping Operations of Japanese
Minefield in Leyte Gulf, Serial 03, October 29th, 19A4.
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by four planes, causing no damage,* and at 1714 three enemy carrier-type
bombers dive-bombed Sweep Unit ONE in the middle of Area SWEEP, dropping six
small bombs (about 100 kg.) close aboard the HOVEY, with negative results."*

At 1.719 CTG 77.5 reported to CTG 77.2 that (a) no
mines had been found in the transport or fire support areas, or near the
shore in Area SWEEP; (b) 113 mines had been swept this date bringing the
total swept thus far to 186 (Records available show these figures were more
likely ll0e;'- and 190); (c) that portion of Area SWEEP south of the main
channel was considered safe, but the main channel and the portion to t~e
north was not safe; (d) ships entering the gulf should stay close to Dinagat
lsland until clear of Area SWEEP, thence via the channel to the trdnsport

At about sunset the DMS's and AM's (Sweep Unit ONE,
TWO and THREE) retired to the seaward of the entrance to Leyte Gulf, except
for the BREESE and SANDS, which patrolled with the Hydrographic Unit (TU
77.5.2) inside the gulf, off Samar Island; the YMS sweepers also remained
inside the gulf for the night.****

At 2305 Sweep Unit OhN, minus the CHANDLER, HOWARD
and PREBLE, rendezvoused with TF 78 east of Area SWEEP in the vicinity of
Point FIN and commenced making a tactical sweep ahead and on the right flank
of the force so as to ensure safe entry into Leyte Gulf.**'H*

At 2224 Sweep Unit SIX which was en route GREEN
Beach, Panaon Island was joined by the STACK as escort e-:- and at 2325
by LANG.*•

(2) Operations of Hydrographic Unit, October 19th.

During this day TU 77.5.2 planted nine case buoys in
the southerm transport area marking the approaches to the YEllOW, OR•NGE,
VIOLET and BLUE Beaches.**'i* Upon completion of this assignment at 1740
this unit in company with the SANDS patrolled off Samar Island.

* Action Report CTG 77.2 (COMCRUDIV 4), Bombarduent and Capture of
Leyte Island, Philippine Islands, October i6th-24th, 1944, Serial
00147, November 5th, 1944.

** War Diaries HOVEY, ITAI-ILTON, LONG, PAL1ER, and SOUT}AD, October
19th, 1944.
War Diaries HOVEY, HAMILTON, PALMER, TOKEN, TUMULT, REQUISITE and
Deck Log SCOUT, October 19th, 1944.
War Diaries BREESE and SANDS, October 19th, 194..

*, War Diaries HOVEY, SOUTHARD, HAMILTON, LONG and PALMLR, October
19th, 1944; also Action Report, CTF 78, Leyte Operation, Serial
00911, November 10th, 1944.

--** War Diary STACK, October 19th, 1944.
"* * War Diary LANG, October 19th, 1944.

*' War Diary BREESE, October 19th, 1944.
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(d) Opeartiwnu of CTG 77.6 (Beach Demolition Group), October
19th.

In view of the importance and relation that bombardme.nt
and fire support have to successful beach reconnaissance by the UDT, the
operations of CTG 77.6 have been included in the operations of CTG 77.2 and
discussed under TU 77.2.1, since UDT operations this day were conducted only
off the northern beaches.

(e) Operations of CTG 78.4 (Dinagat Attack Group), October

19th.

By the beginning of October 19th TG 78.4 consisted of
only TU 78.4.1. The other three task units had been dissolved as they had
completed their missions, and either had been absorbed by the sole remaining
unit or assigned to other task units of the advance force. Consequently, TG
78.4 now consisted of the DD's HUGHES (FF), STACK and LANG, the CM ARIADNE,
and the APD's CROSBY, KILTY, HERBERT, SCHLEY and WARD.* The latter three
vessels departed during the forenoon for Kossol Passage, in accordance with
CTG 78.4 Dimrgat Attack Order 1-44, October 3rd, 1944.**

At 1004 CTG 78.4 landed at Loreto, on the northwestern
shore of Dinagat Island, Companies "A" and I'D" of the SIXTH Hanger Infantry
Battalion to reconnoiter the area for possible enemy activity, as requested
by the battalion commander. He had withdrawn Company "A" from BLACK Beach
ONE for this purpose. He completed the reconnaissance, which was unopposed,
at 1430 with negative results and then returned the troops to BLACK Beach
ONE.*

At 1540 he detached the STACK to escort Sweep Unit SIX
from the Southern Transport Area to GREEN Beach Area (Panaon Island).*

At 1659, in the HUGHES, and accompanied by the ARIADNE,
he departed BLACK Beach ONE to patrol Surigao Strait while awaiting the
arrival of those units of the Panaon Attack Group (TG 78.3), not present in
the area. En route he was joined at 1725 by the LANG. He ordered the CROEBY
and KILTY to remain off the Dinagat landing area for the night.* He was now
CTG 78.3 rather than CTG 78.4 since the objectives assig,,id TG 78.4 had been
accomplished.

At 2325 LANG joined SThCK and Sweep Unit SIX.

During the day enemy air activity in the vicinity of his
command was very sparse, and was limited to the following: (a) at 1248 the
KILTY sighted and opened fire on an enemy two-engine land bomber, probably on

* Action Report CTG 78.4, Report of Dinagat Group, Serial OO.18, undated,

probably early November 1944.
** War Diary I}BLhIT, SCHLEY and WARD, Outober 19th, 1944.
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a reconnaissance mission,* (b) at 1447 a single enemy plane attempted to dive
bomb the CROSBY and either the HUGHES or ARIADNE; both bombs missed;'* (c) at
1700 a carrier-type fighter attempted to bomb BLACK Beach ONE and TU 78.4.1.
One bomb fell close behind the beach and one landed in the water about 200
yards from the ARIADNE.*•- No planes were shot down.

(f) Operations of CTG 78.5•-,4**- (Harbor Entrance Control
Group), October 19th.

On October 19th, CTG 78.5 continued to take current and
tidal data between Dinagat and Homonhon Islands. He was assisted in this
task by the ARIADME from 0852 until 1511.

At 0235 in the BISBEE he headed toward the vicinity of
Point "F" to stand by the disabled ROSS. Upon his arrival there he learned
that the CHICKASAW had also arrived and was rendering all assistance neces-
sary. Thereupon, he proceeded to the nearest (western) edge of Area SWEEP
to standby, in the meantime collecting further current data. At 0548 he es-
corted the ROSS, in tow of the CHICKASAW, to safe anchorage off the western
shore of Homonhon Island, bearing 015 0 (T) distant six miles from Point "E".

Having completed this task at 0842, he anchored near the
ROSS at the northwestern corner of Area SWEEP and resumed taking current data.

He directed the GALLUP to collect current and tidal data
on the southern edge of Area SWEEP off Desolation Point, and the ARIADRE to
make similar observations in the vicinity of Point "G" just east of Area
SWEEP.

Later in the morning he collected, assembled, and analyzed
all the tidal and current data thus far obtained, and at 1259 reported the re-
sults of CTFls 77, 78 and 79 by dispatch stating that the actual current con-
ditions found corresponded very closely to those predicted*-*T•- in CTG 77
Operation Plan 13-44, Appendix 6 to Annex L.

In the afternoon and evening he sent two dispatches to
the three attack force commanders in regard to swept area data, navigation

Action Report KILTY, Dinagat Operation, Sari-d 0271044, October 27th, 1
1944.
Action Report CTG 78.4, Report of Dinagat Group, Serial 0018, undated,
pi-,bably early November 1944.

• • War Diary ARIADNE, October 19th, 1944.
• *• All information here, except as otherwise indicated, obtained from

Action Report CTG 78.5, Report of Operations of the Harbor Entrance
Control Group, October l8th-24th, 1944, no serial, November 22nd.

• *CTG 78.5 Dis;patch 190359 October 1944 to CTF's 77, 78 and 79.
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lights, and other entry information.* He also forwarded a dispatch from CTG
77.5 advising that the portion of Area SWEEP in the main channel and to the
northward was not safe due to unswept mines, and recommending that ships
entering Leyte Gulf stay close to the north of Dinagat Island until clear of
Area SWEEP, and thence proceed via the Tacloban - Dulag approach channel.
In forwarding this latter dispatch he added the recommendation that mine-
sweepers precede the D-day groups.**

(2) Operations of CTF 78 (Northern Attack Force), October 19th.

CTF 78 continued his advance toward Leyte Gulf generally along
route SHEARWAIER about fifteen to twenty miles behind the Landing Craft Move-
ment Group of TF 79, on course 3000 (T) at eight knots in company with his
force and the Close Covering Group (TF. 77.3), minus Reinforcement Groups ONE
(TG 78.6), TWO (TG 78.7) and THREE (TG 78.8), and TG's 78.4 and 78.5. The
latter two groups were already at the objective area and their operations for
October 19th have been discussed under the operations of the advance force.
Reinforcement Groups ONE and TWO were about 400 and 830 miles respectively
behind TF 78, while Reinforcement Group THREE was still at Hollandia, sched-
uled to depart for Leyte on D,3 (October 23rd).

The weather remained favorable, with partly cloudy skies and
a few widely scattered afternoon showers, surface winds southeast six to nine
knots, sea calm, flying conditions average.H*

CTF 78 received the dispatches sent to CTF's 77 and 79 by
CTG's 77.2 and 78.5 relative to entry instructions and the preparation of the
landing beaches and approaches, as cited under the Operations of the Advance
Force and CTF 77. He likely was pleased that the beach preparations were pro-
ceeding as planned.

However, he no doubt was perturbed by the fact that the mine-
sweeping operations at the entrance to Leyte Gulf had not been completed in
the northern portion, including the main channel, and that his force would
now have to enter the gulf close to the northern point of Dinagat Island where
maximum ebb currents up to four point eight knots had been reported by CTG
78.5.*•** He expected that since the tide would be ebbing during the period
that his units were scheduled to enter, the opposing currents would (a) delay
the entry of his slower vessels and (b) retard the movement of the succeeding
assault echelons at a most vital time, causing them to jam up at the entrance
and perhaps even delay the landing at H-hour, set for .000 the following day.

* CTG 78.5 Dispatch 190(6ý8, and 191212, October 1944 to CTF's 77, 78
and 79.

** CTG 78.5 Dispatch 190958 October 1944 to CTF's '(7, 78 and 79, info
all TGC's of TF's 77, 78, 79.

*** Action Report, CTU 77.4.34, Support of Leyte Operations, October
12th-November 1st, 1944, Serial 0154, November 5th, 1944.

**@* CTG 78.5 Dispatch 190359 October 1944 to CTF'1 77, 78 and 79.
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Accordingly, he wisely decided to anticipate his scheduled arrival at the
entrance by forty-five minutes, and requested the Conmmander Landing Craft
Movement Group (CTU 79.11.3) who was scheduled to enter one hour ahead of
TF 78, to do likewise.*

At 1140 he sighted the above Landing Craft Movement Group
bearing 3100 (T), distant about fifteen miles.•*

During the afternoon he continued on toward the entrance to
*~ - ~ Leyte Gulf.

At 1737, well before dark, and before crossing the 106 fathom
curve, he ordered his heavy ships to stream paravanes.**,.

At 1810 he sighted Siargao Island bearing 2450 (T) distant
about thirty-five miles.***

.VAt 2000 he detached the escort carrier unit (TU 77.4.34) to
proceed to the northward to rendezvous with TU 77.4.3 the following morning.
This escort carrier unit, as on previous days, hAA provided air cover for
TF 78 and the Tractor Group of TF 79 from dawn until sunset, flying a total
of sixteen ASP sorties and twenty-four CAP sorties, all with negative re-
sults. 4,•

At 2200, when about thirty miles bearing 1200 (T) from theo
entrance to Leyte Gulf, he formed a special approach disposition for entering

the gulf, drawing his cruisers and destroyers in close to the axis in order
to make a tight formation for transiting Area SWLE9P and the Tacloban - Dulag
approach channel, in accordance with his Entry and Deployment Plan, Annex "K"
to CTF 78 Operation Plan Nwaber 101-L•44.'

At 2247 he sighted (a) the light installed by CTG 78.5 on the
soubhern tig of Homonhon Islaid (Latitude 10 0 41.5'N, Longitude 125 0 -45.5'E)
bearing 320 (T) distant about twenty-two miles,*•.* and (b) at 2347 the light
similarly established on the northern tip of Dinagat Island (Latitude 10°-
28.3'N, Longitude 125°-38.3'E) bearing 277 0 (T) distant about sixteen miles.**
These lights provided valuable assistance to his conitiand and later echelons
in approaching and entering Leyte Gulf.

At 2305 in the vicinity of Point FIN he was joined by Sweep
Unit ONE minus the BREESE, CHANDLER, HOWAULD, PiiEbLE and SANDI. He then

* Action Report CTF 78, Leyte Operation, Serial 0W911, November 10th,
1944.

4* War Diary PHOENIX, October 19th, 1944.
4H** War Diary BCISE, October 19th, 1944.
*•-- Action Report CTU 77.4.34, Supporting of Leyte Operations, October

12th-November 1st, 1944, Serial 0154, November 5th, 1944.
**• War Diary FREKONT, October 19th, 1944.
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C0 N L CTF 79

directed this unit to make a tactical sweep ahead of, and on the right flank
of his force. He did this because CTG 78.5 (Conurander Harbor Entrance Con-
trol Group) had advised him that only the southern portion of Area SWEEP had
thus far been swept, and had recommended that he stay south of the line bear-
ing 2830 (T) from Point FIN.*

At about 2332 he received a gratifying dispatch from CTG 77.2
which stated in essence that no mines or other underaLer obstacles had been
found on the northern beaches and that reconnaissance of the area from an' I
R.cardo zcuath to the Palo lRiver showed entire RED and WUITE areas were suita-
0.e for beaching ships up to th- size of LSTIs.** If he hat hzad any concern
over the possibility that his L`, 1s might not be able to beach with a dry
ramp--his information on this •ubject during the planning stige as shown in
his basic planr indicated that this was likely to occur*-..--this must now
have been dispelled.

At 2400 his command (TF 78) was bearing 133 0 (T) distant ten
miles from the entrance (Point iEB) to Leyte Gulf. The movement oi the as.-
sault units from Hollandia and Manus had thus far been without incident. At
this time he believed that his force had not been observed by the enemy' in-
asmnuch as he had not encounltered ra~y enjejq aircraft or suzrie.'• ow.°

"ever, in this he was in error for his force had been sighted at 0800 by a
Japanese Army search plane from the Philippines.-

(3) Operations of CTF 79 (Southeni Attack Force), October 19th. I
(a) Operations of the Landing Craft Movemenrt Group.

The !andLng Craft Movoment Group of TY ' 79, eocorted by
COMDESRON FIFTY-FOUR (CTU 79.11.3) as OTC ini the i1,J-tY continu',d its advance
toward Leyte Gulf on course 296 0 (T) at nine knots with Tractor Group ABLE in
in the van and Tractor Group BA.KEi 1500 ya us to the rear.

At 0651, for reasons not available to this ti,'dy, buit
most likely because he was ahead of schedulo cTU 79..1] .3 slowed Lo five knet3.
At 1220 he incr,-ased speed to 7.5 knots probably because he required this
speed to arrive at Point FiN at 2300.

War Diary BOJEY, SWUTHARD, HAMILTON'0, LONG an-i PA124liJR, October 19th,
1944; also Action Jieport C1'W 78, Leyte Operation, Serial 00911,
November 10th, 1944.

*-* C'P 77.2 Di spatcb 19.L402 to CTF 78, etc.
S-*~- CTF 78 OpPlan 1.01-44, Serial O0X)8, October 3rd, 1944, Annex "J"

Tntellience Plan.
- Action Report, CTF 78, Leyte Openation, Serial 0091, November

10th, 1914o4.
• Commander FIFTH Base Air Force Di.•patch 191336 October 1944 to

FIFTH Base Air Force Battle Report nddresses, War Diarj 103rd
Attack Unit (701,t Air Group), October 1944, WhO Dooui'ent 160258,
NA 125:2.
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At 1426 he formed a special approach disposition in
accordance with his Movement Order Number 1-44. This disposition reduced
the front cf the lanuing craft foimation from 3,500 to 1,800 yards and drew
the screen in closer to the axis to allow passage within the 6,000 yard wide
swept channel into Lcyte Culf.*

At ý!b'ut this time he received a request from CTF 78 to

'nticipate his .eduled arrival at the entrance to Leyte Gulf to allow for
currents of uncertain strength.*

At 1725 he sighted Siargao Island bearin 2.00 (T), dis--
tant twenty-five miles.*

At 1930 he changed course and axis to 305 0 (T) and at 1941
increased -peed to nine knots. He now expected to arrive at Point FIN at
2200, one hour ahead of the original scheduled time.

At 2150 he changed base course to 2820 (T) and at 2200 the
for.-.;ion center of The Landing Craft Movement Group passed Point FIN. He
adjusted course to the jouthward in order to pass close aboard (4,0OO yards)
the northern tip of Dinagat lsle,id in response to the recommendation of CTG

With the Landing Craft Movement Group he succeeded in
tiansit.ini ,he miined area safely, arriving at the southwest corner of Area
SWEEP ai: ,!Pd.night, still about an hour ahead of schedule. The anticipated
stong • ':-nts i, the entran(;e had not retarded his entry into the gulf,
and the ch rinl entrance was now clear for the succeeding attack force eche-
lons (TF ,'" and 'he Transport Grrups of TF 79). The movement of the Landing
Craft Movement Group fnrm Manus to Leyte Gulf had, so far, been ur. ientful
and (377 19.11.3 considered that it had not been detected by the enemy.**9
'rhiz , to have been the case, although as pointed out under Operations
o! o .... :and. r FIFTH1 Rase Air F•-z.3, October 19th, thei'e is a possibility that
he mwy have been d.-ý.overed.

(b) Open•-tion= of the Transport Groups, October 19th.

"T'F 79 in the MOUNT OLYhIPUJ, in company with Transport
Grw..os ABLE (TG 79.1j and BAKER (TG 79.2), followed about 125 miles behind
the Landing 'raft Morimc1 Group, and about 110 miles behind TF 78, along
route SPEARWATER, on ct-n-'r. 296'(T), speed eleven knots. His air cover was

* Actilo' 77 ->frt (OTG i)CDESRON FIKY-FOUh, Serial 059, Novei,
12th, l)44.

• Deck Log REMEY, October 1914•,
~*- CTG 78.5/ Oispatch ".'095,' October 19414.
**** Ack0on REq[ort C0MbrSRON 54 (UTG 19.11), ek on Leytt. Island,

fentral ?hilippines, October 2Oth-26th• •, Ses'ial 059, November
1.2th, ].944.
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provided by CTU 77.4.14 who from dawn until sunset maintained a CAP of four
VF, a SNASP of four VF and an ASP of four VT over the two transport groups,
with negative results.

During the day he was concerned (a) over the possibility
that his force might be intercepted by the enemy--although he did not know
it his force had been sighted by Japanese Anmy planes at 1200 about 120 milee
east of Mindanao*--and (b) that the three large enemy ships sighted by the
BREAM in Mikassar Strait at 0300 the previous day and which he had properly
interpreted as an enemy surface force since merchant units would not endanger
his command, might attempt to intercept him during daylight or after dark on
this day. He had therefore directed (a) CTJ 77.4.14 to make early morning
and afternoon searches in the direction of Mindanao to the west and south of
the convoy course, 300 0 (T), to a distance of 200 miles or to land, and (b)
had prepared a battle olan whereby one of the two escorting destroyer squad-
rons would form an offensive screen to deny the approach of the enemy while
the transports and remaining screen took evasive action.

CTU 77.4.14 therefore made the searches to comply with
the above as follows:

(a) Early morning search. This search, which depa, d at
0540, covered the sector 200 -260 0 (T). The sector was sub-divided into four
subsectors each flown by one VF-one VT, with the point of origin Latitude 080-
43'1, Longitude 129 0-32'E. The search was landed about 0930.**

(b) Afternoon search. This search which departed at 140u
covered the sector 190 -2500(T). The sector was also sub-divioed into four
subsectors each flobn by one VF-one VT, with the point of origin Latitude 090-
18'N, Longitude 128 -22'E. The search was landed about 1750.**

The reslu -)f both of these searches, each with 100 per
cent coverage, were negative.

CTF 79 was also gravely concerned lest (a) expected strong
ebb tides from four to five knots aight oppose and delay the transit of his
slower vessels through the entranr.e to Leyte Gulf and (b) the enemy ainefield
at the entrance to the gulf i1niL. not be sufficiently cleared to permit the
safe passage of his force on its arrival.!* He had been receiving during the
day disquieting reports front CTG 78.5 that strcng currents had beeni obberved

Commander FIFTH Base Air Force Dispatch 19133 October j4I to FIFTH
Base Air Force Battle Report Addresftues, War Diary 103rd Attack Unit
October 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.

** Action Report r 'G 79.1, Participation in Amphibious Operations for
the Capture if beyte, Serial 0045L., October 26th, 1944.

* Action Report qTF 79, Seizure o' Leyte-Participation of TF 79, Serial
00323, November 13th, 194.
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CTG 70.1

in the entrance, which checked very closely with those shown on the charts,
and that the north portion of Area SWEEP, including the main channel, still
had not been cleared of mines.* He had also received a report from CTG 77.2
which concurred with CTG 78.5 in regard to both the progress of mine clear-
ance and the recommendation that entering ships stay close to the northern
point of Dinagat Island until clear of Area SWEEP and then nroceed to the
transport areas via the iiain channel.** This meant that he would have to
enter Leyte Gulf through that portion of the entrance where the strongest cur-
rents (four point eight knots) had been reported. Furthermore, these currents
followed the contour of Desolation Point and would be setting east (0030-0700)
during the period that his ships were scheduled to enter the gulf. Conse-
quently, his concern as to whether his slow landing craft could negotiate the
strong ebb tide was well founded.

At about 120j his comntand appears to have been discovered
by Japanese aircraft from the Philippines although he did not know it.

* Since he was maintaining radio silence, he no doubt waited
Sv-ixiously to arrive within TBS voice radio range of the Harbor Entrance Uon-
, rol Group (CTG 78.5) so that he could obtain further infonration on the pro-
gress of ti. Landing Craft Movement Group as well as infonnation of the mine
and current. conditions at the entrance to the guilf. Hle did not know that CTF
78, who was within TBS voice radio range of the Comc.ander Landing Craft Move-
ment Group (CTU 79.11.3), (a) had already handled this situation by requesting
that commandeo to anticipate the arrival of his group in Surigao Strait so as
to allow for currents of uncertain strength, and (b) hac increased the speed
of his own force so as to arrive forty-five minutes ahead of schedule.i*

By the end of the day the two transport groups had closed
to within about thirty-five nmiles of the Landing Craft Movement Group and were
bearing .180 (T), distance thirty miles from the entrance to Leyte Gulf.

(b) Operations of CTG 70.l*,*',* (Motor Torpedo Boat Group), October
19th.

CTG 70.1 in the OYSTER BAY (AGP), in company with the
WATCHAPRF-GUE (AGP), .WILLOUGHBI (AGP) and HALF MOON (AVP), continued to
escort h-. forty-five motor torpedo boats (MTB Squadrons 7, 12, 21, 33, and3b) to Leyte Gulf via routes HAiWK a.nd ý3HEARWATM4 at nine knots.

C TG 78.5 Di.spatches 190350 and 190958, October 1944 to CTF's 77, 78
and 79.

• CTG 77.2 Dispatch 190851 October 191/1, to CTF's 77, 78 and 79.
*• Action Report CTF 78, Leyte Operation, Serial 00911, November iOth,

1944; also Action Report GOUIDE-ON 54 (CTG 79.11), Att.-Ick on Leyte
Island, Central Philippines, Octones- 20th-26th, 1944, Serial 059,
November 12th, 1944.

**5',Aiar Diaries OYSTSl, BAY, `,ACIIAPHCA,\GUE and 1JJIUG1113Y, October 190h,
1944.
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• ,'During the afternooa he conducted underway fueling of tho MTB' s
from their escorting tenders.

* The passage to Leyte had thus i..r been uneventful and was proceed-
ing according to plan. By 2400, TG 70.1 waL bearing 1160 (T), distant 300
•miles from the entrance to Leyte Gulf.

(c) Operations of CTF 71 (Subrnarire-s, West Australia), October 19th.

Since this was D-1 day, the movements and contacts made by TF 71
submarines would be of great importance to CTF 71 inasmuch as Allied amphibi-
ous forces were fast approachi.g Leyt. Gulf from the southeastward and it was
necessary to have prompt information concerning any movements of Japanese
naval forces.

As of midnight he know of course, that Allied air strikes were
* continuing on this day and would continue for some days. Whether or not he

had the exact orders to TF 38 and TG 77L4 is not important--what is important
is the fact that as a commander of competence he knew that no landings would

* be attempted without powerful air operations not only for reconnaissance, and
for cover, but in direct support of these landings. He also must have sus-
pected, if he didn't actually know, that COMTHIhDFLT operations in connection
with a prospective fleet action on October 1,.h, 16th and 17th had uset the
air strike schedule of TF 38 and therefore it was likely that air Ltrikes
would have to oe made against Luzon after October 18th since theze strikes
had probably been postponcd, which was in fact the case. It is of interest
in this connection that the new schedule which direcLed strikes on Luzon had
already been promulgated, and was now in the hands of UOMSEVENTBFLT,* but
whether or not CTF 71 had as yet rcceived it is not known.

IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE DOES IT NOT SEEM hIASONABLE TO ASSUME THAT
THE LOCATION OF HIS LIFECUARD SUBMARIdES AND THE DURATION OF THEIR STAY ON
STATION SHOULD HAVE BEEN OF VITAL CONCERN TO HIM? A STUDY OF HIS LIFEGUARD
SUBMARINE DISPOSITIONS WOUD HAVE ,'I10N HIM THAT THE LIFEGUARD ASSIGNMEiNTS
OF THE BONEFISH AND THE COD, WhiCH WERE OFF WE3TERN LUZ/N, HAD i.XPIIRED THE
PREVIOU•3 MIDNLGHT (2400 oCTOBJit 18T11) AND T-iAT ' L'l;• SUL3i'u(lNES WE.RE NOW WITH.-
OUT ORDERS. DOES IT N(TY SEEM XUiditl.I1NG T1hAT HE HAI NOT AS YET AS'iJcGN.D 'TH&K
NEW ORDERS EITHE& DlItECTI•G- T1IIM TO U114AIN ON LIFEGUAiiD STr.TIONS O)R ASSIGNING
THEll, ifEW STATIONS? THAT THE COM4ANDlNG OFFiCERS rOu AND BUNEFISH WExv CON-
(2ERNED OVER THEIR FAILUI;E TO VUCElVE SUCH ORDERS i.No WONDERED WHAT TO DO I.S
PLAINLY SHOWN IN THEIR W,'Ut PA.TrOL RSPOýT.;.M*

'Sometinme during the mornin•L he received several di atci's: one
from LAPON reportiog, among other items, very heivy s3as;*8*- oxie frc.i the

* COYTHIPXFLT Dispatch 172- October 1944 info to CINC.3UWESPA1.
I* War Patrol Report COD, Report of FiPfH War Patrol, Soeial J6, tovex.bfTr

20th, 1944; War Patrol Report BONEFI"SH, Report c' SiXTh War Patrol, no
serial, November 6th, 19414.

4A* ILAPON Dispatch 181515 Octobe.r 1944 to 2TF '71.
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-/CTF 71

BLUEGILL reporting, among other items, having sunk three cargo ships from a
ten ship convoy and requesting permission to return to Mios Woendi for tor-
pedoes--the submarine tender ORION was based there--and fuel;* one from the
BONEFISH reporting having rescued the BUNKER HILL's downed aviators;*ý- one
from the RATON reporting that she had sunk four cargo ships and one destroyer
from the BLUEGILL's convoy, that a typhoon was brewing, and requesting that
owing to a shortage of torpedoes she bk allowed to retire to Mios Woendi***
for reload; one from CTF 17 advising that the COBIA in CONVOY COLLEGE and tha
BARBEL in MARU MORGUE would complete their patrols on October 21st and 23rd
respectively and that he was sending them to TF 71 as replacements;**** ano
CINCPOA's Zone Notice No. 45 designating Area VESTIBULE north of Latitude 200-
301N as a joint zone. **

At 1048, as CTG 71.1, he advised the DACE and DARTEit that the
RATON had reported remnants of the (BLUEGILL) convoy at the northern end of
Palawan Passage, course 190(T) speed six at 0400 that morning.***** W.-y
he sent this dispatch remains unclear, unless it was purely irformative. How-
ever, from the actions of other submarines both in TF 71 and TF 17 on other
occasions, the effect of such a dispatch was often serious in that the sub-
marine commanders departed their stations in order to comply with what they
inferred was an order even though not so expressed.

As a matter of fact, it will be shown later under "DACE and
DARTER," that inuediately upon intercepting the RATON's report of her attacks
on the BLUEGILL convoy the wolf pack commander (Commanding Officer DARTER)
departed with the DARTER from Balabac Strait and headed north up the passage
for a rendezvous with the DAGE preparatory to attacking the convoy.

At about noon he received a dispatch from CTF 17 advising in part
that tho BLACKFIN would pass to hi5 comniand at 0600 October 22nd.*i*ý4H8

At 1257 he replied in the negativw to the BLUErILL'ki request of
that morning for permission to retire to Mioe Woendi stating that reconnais-
sance commitments made it necessary to retain hiri in Area A-4 for a few
days.*••-i :,

AT 1314AE DIRECTED TME RATON TO RETURN TO M16 WOENDI THEE TO
RELOAD AND AWAIT .H WY HE CHOSE TO RETURN THE ItATON WHICH WAS

* CTF '(1 War Diary October 19th, 1944.
BONEFISH Dispatch 18191.5 Cctober 1944 to (TF 71.
R-ATON Dispatch 182023 Octobcr 1944 to OTE "i.
U-•,TF 17 Dispatch 1.82029 October 19I4 to CTF 71.

- CINCPCA Dis3ptch 182138 October .944.
CTG 73..1 Dispatch 190148 October 1944 to DACE and DARTER.

-- CTF 17 Dispatch 190215 October 1944 to UT]' 71.
"CTF 71 Dispatch 190357 October 3.944 to LDLUý,GI1J..

- CTF 71 Dispatch 190414 October 1944, to RATUN.
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BEGINNING HER PATROL RATHER THAN THE BLUEGILL WHICH WAS COiMPLLTING HER PATROL
HAS NOT BEEN EXPLAINED. THE RATON HAD ONLY BEEN ON PAThOL SOME THIRTEEN DAYS
AND HAD FOUR TORPEDOES REYMAINING WHEREAS THE BLUEGILL HAD BEEN ON PATROL SOME
THIRTY-ONE DAYS AND HAD BUT THREE TORPEDOES REMAINING. COULD THE BLIEGILL'S
OVERHAUL PERIOD HAVE BEEN THE DETERMINANT?

During the late afternoon CTF 71 appears to have either received
information concerring additional air strikes on Luzon or estimated that such
strikes might be necessary in strategic support of the landings on D-day for
he directed (a) at 1824. the LAPON to continue on lifeguard duties until sun-
set October 20th when she was to depart for Fremantle,* (b) at 1916 the COD
to continue on lifeguard duties until sunset October 20th, then to proceed to
patrol Area A-2 until 2100 October 26th then to shift Op-control to CTF 17
and depart for Pearl Harbor**+ and (c) at 2021 the BONEFISH to continue life-
guard duties until sunset October 20th, then to proceed "%o Pearl Harbor and
to shift Op-control to CTF 17 at 0900 October 21st.***

In addition at 2047 he issued instructions to the COBIA and BARBEL
concerning their movements to Fremantle upon completion of their patro'ls with
TF 17.****

At 2058***** and 2102K*r'HF as CTG 71.1 he advised his comand
concerning the movements of friendly submarines en route to and from patrols.

(1) BRFAM and RATON.

(a) The BREAM continued on toward her patrol station remaining
submerged during daylight hours and on the surface during darkness. At 1939
she transited Sibutu Passage and passed into the Sulu Sea. During the early
evening the Commanding Officer BREAM, who, on arrival on station, wa5 to com-
mand the coordinated attack group (wolf pack) consisting of the BAEAM and
RATON learned that the RATON had becn ordered to Mius Woendi, and would be
replaced by the GUITARID which was following the BRIAM into the SuluSeai******
This would maintain the integrity of the two submarine wolf pack.

The day's operations were uneventful. The RREAM advanced
this day about 160 miles tov"ard her assigned station A3-A7.

(b) The RATON immediately after midnight continued her attackn
on the convoy which she had attacked just before midnight. The rain was heavy
and blinding. At 0110 she fired four torpedoes by radar at a large ship sepa-
rated from the convoy but all missed.

* CTF 71 Dispatch 190924 October 1944 to LAFJN.

CTF 71 Dispatch 191016 October 1944 to COD.
CTF 71 Dispatch 191121 October 1914 to BONEIISH.
CTF 71 Dispatch 191147 October 1944 to CTF 17, COBIA, BARBEL.

•-•-*- CTG 71.1 Dispatch 191158 October 1944 to TG 71.1.
* CTG 71.1 Dispatch 191202 October 1944 to TG 71.1.

*•* War Patrol Report BREAM, Report of THIRD War Patrol, Serial 021-
44, November 22nd, 1944.
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The Commanding Officer then decided to attack the main
convoy and at ,"315 fired six torpedoes and claimed hits on two merchant ships.*
Actually he made no hits.** He then, in view of bad weather, decided to head
up the convoy track toward Manila to discover any cripples. Also at this
time he reported the above action against the convoy and requested permission
to return to Mios Woendi for reload. At 0605 ne submerged, and surfaced at
1615. At 1736 he received orders from CTF 71 directing his return to Mios
Woendi as requested, there to await orders.*** He promptly commenced his
retirement from the area.

(2) ROCK and BERGALL.

The ROCK patrolled her regular station remaining submerged
during daylight and on the surface during darkness.***;

The BERGALL did riot patrol her station after 0445 but instead

made a southwest surface sweep across the Hong Kong - Singapore shipping lanes
as shown on Diagram D. At 1749 having made no contacts of iiiiportancc she com-
menced her return to her regular patrol station.**-*

Neither the ROCK nor the BEHGALL received any lifeguard calls
from the search planes of the FOURTEENTH Air Force.

(3) BLUEGILL and ANGLER.

Thf BLUEGIIL having e-xchanged stations with the ANGLER now
patrolled between Lubang island and Cape Calavite. At 0055 she advised CTP'
71 that she had sunk three cargo shipi from a ten ship convoy, had but thret.,
torpedoes left and requested authority to proceed Mios Woendi for fuel and
torpedoes.****" She presumably expected this requeLu to be granted not onily
because she was low on fuel oil but because, on this date she had completed
her patrol in accordance with her operiution order.**-*I

She submerged at 0743 due to enemy aircraft arld remained sub-
merged until 1940 when she surfaced. After surfacing she receivud GTG 71's
dispatch 190357 denying her the authority to depart and directing her, in view

* War Patrol Report RATON, Report of SIXTH Way Patnrl, no serial,

December Ist, 1944.
"Japanese Naval and Merchant. Ship Losses During World War Ii by
U.S. Submarines", prepared by Joint Aruy--Navy Assessment Cojiiuittee

February 1947.
CTF 71 Dispatch 190414 October 1944 to RATON.
War Patrol Report ROCK, Report of FOUHTH War Patrol, 3erial o16,
November lst, 1945; Deck Log AOCK, October 19th, 1944.

*":~: :;* War Patrol Report. BEIRGALL, Report of FIRST War Patrol, Serial u102,

November 8th, 1944; Deck Log BERGALL, October 19th, 1944.
*• War Diary CTF 71, October 18th, 1944.

- CTG 71.1 Operations Order 135-44, September 17th, 1944 to Y3LUEGiLL.
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MM ET C _ CT? 71f of reconnaissance commitments, to remain in Area A-4 for a few more days.*
During the day the weather and sea conditions improved with good visibility.

* She made no contacts of importance although slhe exchanged calls at 2040 with
r the RATON which was retiring from the area.**

Meanwhile the ANGLER had commenced patrolling northwest of
Lubang Island. During early morning she learned of the i3LUEGlLL's exploits,
but except for an abortive approach on an enemy ship she had an uneventful

, , patrol herself. She patrolled submerged during daylight and on the surface

during darkness.***

(4) DACE and DARTER.

During the early morning the DARTFER which was patrolling the
western approaches to Balabac Strait intercepted the BLUEGILL's report to
CTF 71 describing the attack on the convoy on the preceding dayA-M** The
Commanding Officer DARTER, who was the comnmander of the coordinated attack
group (wolf pack), the-n at about 0333 directec the DACE to rendezvous that
evening at a designated poaitlon in Ealawen Passage preparatoxy to fonning
a combined search for the BLUEGILL convoy in the event it attempted to transit
Palawan Passage.ýH-** At about 0553 he intercepted the RiATON.' dispatch to

* CTF 71 desoribing her recent abtack on the BLUEGILL's conivoy whtci3 she loca.ted
at 0400 at the norther• entrance to Palawan Passa&g on course 190 (T) speed
six knots. *4*"K- He then appears to have advised the DACeL that the rondezvou,,
schedulod for that evening was now advanced to the late forenoon for he de-
parted immediately from Balabac Stralt and headed north to rendezvous with the
DACH wh.ich rendezvous was effected at about 1100. However, before the sub-
marines had closed to voice distance they• observed approaching two Japanese
destroyers whi..ch they identified as VOBUKI cla,.s. These destroyers were
actually the AKISHIMO and HAYASHIMO of the YUGUMO class which were en route
from Manila to Bfrnxui. Bay to rejoin the FIRST Striking Forc-.*U*-&

The DAUVER submerged and at 11.i2 attaL..Led the destroyers by
firinkg four torpedoes which missed. The DACE likewise submerged and attacked
at ].145 firing four torpedoes ,which also missed. The O•±(TiR was then untuc-.
cesnfully attacked by the de:.r.,yera wh:.ch did not delay to continue the at-

tack, but continued on toward Brunei. The 1jt'riu.it thoi7after remained sub.-

-merged vuntil 1930 when she surfaced, and headed for the origitnaJ.1.y designated

" * GTF 71 DI.sý;patch 190357 Octobc• 1944 to BLUJEGILL.
Deck Log BLUEGILL, October 191:h, 1944.

War Patrol Report ANGE.., t nepnrt. nf FFriT War Patrol, Serial 09
jl (10). November 9th, 1944.

War Patrol Report, BLUEGILL, Report of THIRD War Patrol, Serial 03v,
November 25th, 1944; also CTF 71 War Diary October 18th, l1944.

4%]-***~ War Patrol Report DACE, Report of FIFTH War Patrol, Serial 09,
November 6th, 1944.

"-" ItTON Dispatch 182023 October 1944 to CTF 71.
•-W*-r*-I- War Di-r; AKISHIHO October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 2.1975.
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CTF 71

rendezvous with the DACE.* Meanwhile the DACE remained submerged until 1921
at which time she also surfaced and proceeded toward the original rendezvous.
At 2115 the rendezvous was effected. The submarines exchanged information
and then the DARTER patrolled in the vicinity of Royal Captain Shoal, the
DACE about sixty miles to the northward, in search not only of the BLUEGILL
convoy but also for any heavy units which the Japanese destroyer sweep indi-
cated might be following the destroyers.*

THE DECISION OF THE WOLF PACK COMiANDER TO MOVE THE DARTER
FROM HER PATROL STATION TO THE WSTWARD OF BALABAC STRAIT AND INTO A NEW
PATROL STATION WHICH WAS ABOUT NINETY MILES TO THE NORTHWARD OF HER ORIGINAL
PATROL STATION IS NOT CONSIDERED TO HAVE BEEN CORRECT. THE WOLF PACK COM-
MANDER HAD BEEN DIRECTED TO COVER EFFECTIVELY THE SOUTHERN APPROACHES TO

PALAWAN PASSAGE AND THE WESTERN APPROA(ýHES TO BALABAC STRAIT.*** HOW COULD
HE CONSIDER THAT BALABAC STRAIT WAS EFFECTIVELY GUARDED WHEN THE NEAREST SUB-
MARINE OF HIS WOLF PACK WAS NOT NEA1UE!i THAN NINETY MILES TO THAT VITAL PAS-
SAGE? WHILE IT IS REALILED THAT THE URGE TO SINK KERCHANT SHIPPING WAS
STRONG WITHIN THE SUbm4RINE COMMAND, CAN IT BE SAID THAT THIS UIGE WAS AT
ALL TIMES TO HAVE PRIORITY OVER REASONED JUDGMENT? A GLANCE AT DIAGRAM D
WILL SHOW THAT AT MIDNIGHT THE JAPANE3E FIRST STRIKING FORCE WAS BUT 245
MILES FROM THE UNGUARDED BALABAC STRAIT.

(5) HAMMERHEAD.

The HIAMMSEiEAD conducted routine patrol in the southwest ap-
proaches to Brunei Bay with her noon Eosition in Latitude 050-13'N, Longitude
113 0 -461E wtich was bearing about 268 (T) distant eighty-three miles from
Palau Kuraman Light. She patrolled on the surface during darikness, but sub-
merged duri ng daylight. No contacts were made on this day.***

(6) GUITARKO.

The GUITAidtO continued on toward her patrol station in the
Sulu Sea. She operated on the surface until 0905, when slie submerged until
1957ý it is likely that shortly after surfacing she received CTF 71' s dis-
patch (a) cancelling the dispatch orders to patrol the Sulu 3ea (b) direct--
ing hbr to carry out the original OpOrder which assigned her to patrol Areas
A-3 and A-7 off thai west central coast of LuzornHH** with BREAM and RATON
and (c) advasing that the RATON, having expended msut of her torpedoes in
attacks on BLUEGILL's convoy, had been ordered to Mios Woendi for reload1*•***

* War Patrol eport JA(TER, R�eport of FOURTH War Patrol, Seral 020,
November 5th, 1944.
Deck Log DACE, October 1.9)th, 1944.
CTF 71 Dispatch 110504 October 1944 to DACE and DARTER.

**•* War Patrol Report HAMMErhEAD, lieport of SECOND War Patrol, no
serial, November 2rid, l944ý

" CTG 71.1 OpOrder No. 143-L 4 to GUITARHO, October 7th, 1944.
,;-HH-• 17'F 71 Dispatch 190417 October 1944 to GUITARI1 and D13EA1i.
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At 2100 she conmenced transit of Sibutu Passage and by 2330 she had completed
transit and had entered the Suau Sea northbound to her new station.* There
were no contacts on this day.

Si (7) TANTIVY.

toThe TANTIVY continued on through the Flores Sea to her sta-
tion in Makassar Strait. She arrived off Ambo Island about noon and com-
menced her patrol. About 1800, in position Latitude 020-321S, Longitude
1170 -583E, she sighted a small coaster. No other contacts are recorded for
this day.**

(8) STOIC and ZWAARDVISCH.

The Coviitanding Officer ZLAARDVISCH reported to CTF 71 that
he was returning from p•trol in Area E-8, having fired all bow torpedoes and
having sunk (a) a German submarine, (b) a small coastal vessel, (c) a small
cargo ship, and having probably sunk a Japanese destroyer and niinelayer. He
recorted in addition that he had five German prisoners on board, four of them
officers.-** This German submarine was the 740 ton U-168.M*** Since the
ZWAARDVISCH was now en route to Fremantle she will be dropped from further
independent discussion but will be included in the submarines retiring from
the area.

The STOIC continued her patrol north of Java in Area E-5.
CTF 71's daily submarine plot shows her to have been in about the center of
her area. She recorded no contacts for this day.

(9) UUHNARD. j

This submarine completed transiting &arimata Strait at 0424,
without incident and headed for patrol Areas U-4, D-7 where among other duties
she was to mine the vicinity of Point Datoe.,-* At 0712 she submerged for
the day as she was close to enemy held territory. She surfaced at 2003 and
continued on to her patrol areas. She riade no contacte during this day. •*-i*

* War Patrol Report GUITARW, Report of TUIIIID War Patrol, Serial 0044,
November 16th, 1944.
War Patrol Report TANTIVY, R{eport of 'SEVENTH War Patrol, Iteport of
COI4SUBS7TIIFLT, Serial 00565, December li4th, 1944.

•-t*- CTF 71 War I)iary of Submarines Based W,.ýstern Australia, October 19th,
1944.

" CTF 71 Daily Submarine Plot of Subs Based Western Australia, notation
on October 20th, 1944 and Janes Fighting Ships 1944-45, page 229.

*' CTG 71.1 OpOrder No. 145-44 to GUPLNAýdU, October 8th, 1944.
**4r* War Patrol Report GUINARD, Report of SSVENTH War Paktrol, ?ierial 030,

November 17th, 1944.
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(10) BATF'ISR.

This submarine continued on through the Banda Sea to her
newly assigned patrol area in Area A-8, north of Scarborough Shoal.* She
Froceeded on the surface except when forced to dive by aircraft or for
taining.** At 2207, she made radar contact on a "Q" ship accompanied by
two small escorts. At 2310, she attacked by firing six tc )edoes, but

S' missed. This attack was apparently undetected by the enemw as the BATFISH
continued tracking these ships up to midnight encountering no evasive ac-
tion or counter attack by them.*

(11) STORM.

* The STORM proceeded westward through the Flores Sea toward
her patrol station in the vicinity of the Gulf of Boni. No contacts were
recorded for this day.***

(12) TANTALUS.

This submarine arrived at E.-mouth Gulf on this date, fueled
and departed for patrol in the vicinity of south Anambas Islands,***-* which
patrol area could have been either Area E-1 or D-3, but most probably was
E-1. She planned to employ the route normally used by submarines which was
Lombok Strait, Java Sea and Karimata Strait.*****

(13) MUSKALLUNGE.

At 1400 the MUSKALLUNGE, which had b.'en wider overhaul with
her completion date November 5th completed her overhaul sme seventeen days
ahead of time, got underway from Fremantle with an e3cort Lnd proceeded to
the exercise area.**+** At 2330 she released the escort and departed for
patrol Area A-6 via Darwin, inlores Sea, Makassar Strait, Sibutu Passage and
Mindoro Strait.* 4 ***I

* War Patrol Report BATFISH, Report of FIFTH War Patrol, Serial 057,
December l•L, 1944.

** Deck Log BATFISH, October 19th, 1944.
War Patrol Report STORM, Report of EIGHTH War Patrol contained in

War Diary COMSUBSEVENTHFLT, Serial 00355.
War Diary CTF '11 and Daily Dispositions of Submarines Based West-
ern AustrLlia, October 19th, 1944.

~~*** CTG 71.1 OpOrder 127-44 to BREAM, September 29th, 1944, Annex 'C"
paragraphs "E" and "F".

*-•**** War Patrol Repox! rAUSKALLUNGE, Report of FIFTH War Patrol, Serial
038, December 14th, 1944.

*** CTG 71.1 Dispatch 191202 October 1944 to all Submarines.
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CTF 71

(14) Lifeguard Submarines.

At 0310 the BONEFISH recovered the downed BUNKER HILL airmen
and at 0415 notified CTF 71 of the recovery.* Although her lifeguard duties
had expired and she had received no new instructions she decided, pending
furthur orders to return to her lifeguard station off Cape Bolinao where she
arrived about midafternoon.** At 2047"* she received a dispatch from CTF 71
directing that she remain on lifeguard duties until sunset October 20th, then
to proceed to Pearl Harbor; en route at 0900 October 21st she was to shift
Op-Control to CTF 17.*** During this day BONEFISH operated on the surface
except when forced to submerge by enemy aircraft. She made no contacts.

The COD, her lifeguard duties having expired, awaited further
orders. However, while awaiting she shifted voice receivers from lifeguard
frequency to area frequency and comnenced patrolling in Area A-3 amid heavy
seas, rain and wind. At 0424 and 0553, she made radar contacts on single
ships. The first contact could not be closed; the second contact was identi-
fied as a patrol craft, but no action was taken primarily due to the foul
weather.***B* She remained on the surface most of the day being submersed only
for the peA-iod 0623 to 1ll4•.**-* Sometime in the early evening--possibly
about 1946--she received orders to continue lifeguard duties until sunset on
the 20th; after which she was to putrol Area A-2 until 2100, October 26th, at
which time she was to shift Op-Control to CTF 17 and depart the area for Pearl
Harbor.****4* The remainder of the day was uneventful. She received no life-
guard calls.*•**

The LAPON pztrolled her station to the north of Quiniluban
Island, on the surface. Ju'- after midnight, the commanding officer sent CTF
71 a special weather report for information of aircraft and also reported very
high seas.***A*** At 0631, she submerged for the day about five miles south
of Falmouth Bank. She made no contacts, and received no lifeguard calls. Dur.
ing early evening she received amplifying orders from CTF 71 wherein she was
directed to depart for Fremantle at sunset October 2Oth.H***•

The PADDLE, which during the niglt had patrolled to the east-
ward on the surface across Makassar Strait, was i jw returning to her lifeguard
station. At 0519 having arrived on station she commenced circling and re-
mained on the surface during the day without receiving any communication from
CTF 71 on strikes Tor that day. At 1500, having decided there were to be no
air ztirikes she again commenced surface patrol eastward across Makassar Strait

* BONEFISH Dispatch 181915 October 1944 to CTF 71.
** War Patrol Report BONEFISH, Report of SIXTH War Patrol, no seri• i,

November 8th, 1944.
CTF 71 Dispatch 191121 October 1944 to BONSFISH.

**** War Patrol Report COD, Report of FIFTH War Patrol, Serial 06,
Novemberi 20th, 1944.
Deck Log COD, October 19th, 194.4.

~*•:• CTF 71 Dispatch 191016 October 1944. to COD.
**~**~ LAPON Dispatch 181515 October 1944 to CTF 71.
******* CTF 71 Dispatch 190924 October 1,144 to LAPON.
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toreturn to lifeguard station at dawn. No contacts were mali;- duiini-1 tile (L

ad no lifeguard calls. were received.*

(15) Submarines Retiring from the Area.

Submarines retiring f rom area, notably, I3AYA, GAVALLA, hlECUNA,
KIASH-&t, HOE, SEA ROVLR, JPITEFUL, TNLEMAGiIUS, ZWAAPLDVISC[1 and SrUltlY miadle no
contacts of consequen~ce.

THE DEPLOYMENT OF THE TF 71 SUJHMAH1Nlf.ý AT ?400 WJTUBED.I 19)TH 10"
SH(WN IN PLATE XYIII. IT WILL 133 OBSERVED THAT YMANY OF THIEý; UW~IE AiLK
NOT IN THlE 3TATrIONO, INDICATED 1N PLAT1' VI. ATTENTION 13 i'AR'iU1'CULaLY DRCE
TO THE FACT THAT HALABAC :)'i;il~T 1S VACANT (DIAGiAP D).

(2) Operations of' Commander' Allied Air Force SOWr.P;SPAC, October 19t~h.

Two impoitant events occurred on this day, insofar as the operations
by CAAF SOWESPAC in support of the Leyte c-unpaijg arc concerned. First,
Search Plan FOX (see Plate XIX) was inaugurated and secondly, tne first tstrike
by land-based aircraft againut targets in the Philippines beyond Himiallao was
made when thirteun FIFTH Air Force P--47's took off from Morotai and attackedi
[Cebu.

THE iNITiATIoN OF SEAhCH PLAN FOX CANCGELLED JEARJCIL 1'LAN EýAJY AND MOUVE'D
THE PlilNCIPAL SEýARCH O~ld(IN FRO0M BlAK TO lUhOROTAl, 520 MiLES CLuL;IER Tu THlE
PHILIPPINE,], A ND EXTENDED THE SEA1,RCH COVERAGE WELL lNTO THL :jOUT1I G1HINA jhEA
AND OVER ALL OF TIB" PHILIPPiNES EXCE'PT LULoN. THI.1S SEARCHGl PLAN C;OVIH.ED THU
APPitOACHES TPO PH~e CENThAL PHILIPPINES VILA MINDORO, JAN LiRADNHAKAJL;3ARi,

SURGAOA~b}3A~b~C'TRAIT", BUT IT JIGNIFICANTLY liD0 MU' COVI-.R TPlE SEA ARE-A
OFF THE NORTHW.Eo3'l'i•.N GoAJ'UT OF BORNEO SO AS TO P11oViD11 EARJLY DEýVTlP;kTo OF ANY
ENEMY SURFVACE FORCE5 THAT iAIO-HT KoVE UP FRHkl TdlE.' LINGGA - ;I.NGAPOR'i ARElA. THE'
OMISSýION OF TH4E SOUTH CHINA 3SEA ARE-A OFF BO0RNEO 'wAS A J:UUJ1LA.4 1N E~:
PLAN FOX, FOR ALLiED:1 INTE'LLIGENIGE AT THIS TIMlE HADi iLLViALi-L1 THAI t1P, UULLý u1
THE JAPANES2E FLEET EXCEPT FOlP CAiREI-1'tS 4A6 BA.SED IN THU, LIN'GUA - dIWoAl'JiLi AiREA

)U`E TO A S)HOATAGE OF FUIEL iN T1HL EMPIRE10. ON THE ufliR hND, I'lll API'iOACIIES
THROUGH THE SýOUTH CHINA SEA FROM THE NCICIH WEERE COVEHEd12 BY CHiNA-i3A.3.,j ~i2
AS DISCUSSEI) UNDER OP1RatTIUNZ3 OF G.G. FORTEEJNTH AIR 1"ORCE INCIIAeTEli 1. TllE
APP1ROACH!-ES NORTH AND EASTV OF Ill--' LIlIE WERE COVERED B3YCiilIDb'

The attack by FiFTiI Air Fox ce planes againist Cebu was in confoilnity

with COMSOWE51'ACý?s directive of October 17th that extended the area of attatck
operations b, CAAF S~W;PCto inclildu tha(t portion of the we.-,teirn Vis~i~
west of the lin,- runnint- t!1rougj1h the eastern bound.:irius of Camigulill, Bohol and
Cebu to the solitheastern tip o f KAIAE(see Air anid Surfatce Oper-ations Areas

*Wa r Platirol Report PIADDLLE, Re Orof VIi'P r Patrol), oer:ý:il ULO,,
November l5t,- 1)44.
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CONID~IALCG FIFTH,' AIR FORCE

of Resportsibility chaA in Appendix III).*

In addition to the above opwrations, CAAF SOWSFPAC continued neutra-
lization strikes apinst eniW targets in the rear areas, and the central and
southern are&s of M4indanao.

During the evening he received COMSOWESPAC Zone Notice No. 11 cancel-

ling SOWESPAC Zone Notice No. 8 and No. IO.**

His operations weire controlled from his headquarters at Hollandia
while he himself continued toward Leyte aboard the NASHVILLE in company with
COMSOWESPAC.

(a) Operations of C.G. FIFTH Air Force, October lý%h.

C.G. FIFTH Air Force assigned the following ta-ii to be accoa-
plished on Octob4 r 19th by his subordInate comnanders in support of the Leyte
operations. **-

(1) Cowzanding Officer, 310th Bombardment Wing.

(a) Provide for local fighter defense of Morotai area and
strike targets of opportunity in the Halmaheras.

(b) Conduct fighter sweep of Mindanao.

(c) Assume operational control of one squadron of B-25's from

C.G. FIFiH Bomber Command.

(2) C.G. FIFTH Bomber Command.

(a) Conduct night sea searches over the 2hilippines, usiag
two B-24's.

(3) CTG 73.4 (Commander Fleet Air Wing SEVeNTEEN).

(a) Carry out Search Plan FOX using ten PB4Y's.

(4) Commanding Officer NINETY-FIRST Reconnaissance Wing.

(a) Photo-reconnoiter enemy airdrames irL the Davao area and
the seaplane base at Bassa Point (Davao Gul,' uing two ,l

* €COSOWESPAC Dispatch 170939 October 1944 to CAAF SOWESPAC, CANF
S(MESPAC, info tv C.G. FIFTH Air Force, CC•iTHIRDFLT, CTF 77, etc.

** COMSOWESPAC Dispatch 190630 October 194 to CANF SOWESPAC and CAAF
SOWESPAC, Info CINCPOA.
HQ FIFTH Air Force Fragmentary Field Order Number 293, October
19th, 194-4.

' The F-5 photoplane was a P-38-type fighter configurea for photo-
reconnaissance.
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CTF 73

(b) Photo-reconnoiter Jolo and Texwi Tawi Islands (Sulu Archi-
pelago) using two F-5's.

In addition, there was a fighter sweep against Cebu w hich was not
included in the above field order, probably because the dirmctive for this
attack was issued after the ord•r had been promulgated.

I In compliance with the above diroctives, sixteen P-38b3 strafed
targets in the Zaabobnga area of southwestern Mindanao and the northeasterly
islands of the Sulu Archipelago, sinking two barges off Jolo Island and thiree
luggers at Zamboanga, and damaging a 500/1000 ton freighter off Tictauan Is-
land,*

* Thirteen P-47's attacked air installations and shipping in the
vicinity of Cebu Town, damaging one freighter, five barges and two luggers,
and eight fighters on the ground.* Three P-47'a were shot down by entW7 anti-
aircraft fire.**

There is no information in Japanese documents to substantiate the
above reported losses and damage to enemy aircraft and facilities. In respect
to shipping, postwar reports of Japanese naval and morchant losses during
World War I1, which are rathur complete, do not reveal any losses or damage
to eneuy shipping in the Visayas on this day.***

The results of the B-24 night sea searches over the Philippines

were negative.****

(b) Operations of CTF 73 (Naval Air Forene), October 19th.

CTF 73 continued administrative control over his land and tender-
lased aircraft from aboard his flagship CURRITUCK, whizh at 1600, October 19th,
with CTF 73 embarked, escorted by HMAS HAWKESBUIRY (PF), got underway from
Manus for Morota-., speed fifteen knots, t) deliver aiiation spares, supplies
and personnel to the TANGIER, in accordance with Conaunder Aircraft SEVENTH
e'leet Movement Order Number 7-44, October 19th, 1944.**a**

Meanwhile, CTG 73.4 (Commander Search and Support Group), com-
menced flying long-range daylight searches for the first time from Morotai,

* FIFTH Air Force Weekly Intelligence Review Number 47, October 15th-
21st, 1944.

** CINCPAC gar Diary, October 1944, Serial 00963, November 6th, 1944.
*~* "The Imperial Japanese Navy in World War II" prepared by Military

History Section, Special Staff GHQ, Far East Command, February 1952,
also "Japanese Naval and Merchant Losses During World Wa., II," pre-
pared by the Joint Arcy-Navy Assessment Comnnittee, Februacy 1947.

*~*N Reconnaissance, GHQ, SOWESPAC, October 19th, 1944, prepared by
Military Intelligence Section, General Staff.

*N**• War Diary CURRITUCK and Commander Naval Base Manus, October 19th, 1944.
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in accordan,.e with Search Plan FOX, using the PB4Y's of VPB 101 and 115, un-
der thi operational control of C.G. FIFTH Air Force.* Also he commenced mak-
ing attacks against targotts in the Mindanao area and the Sulu Archipelago with
the newly arrived PV-I' s o! VPB-146, under the directioi, and coornlinaTlon con-
trol of C.G. FIFTH Air Fore.e.**

4f Other operations of CTF 73 on October 19th in support of the Leyte
operation included local aatisubwarine patrols in the Morotai area, and cover
and rescue missions by the PBY's zf VPB-ll for the FIFTH Air Force strikes
against Zamboanga and the northern islands of the Sulu Archipelago.*** In
addition, three armed night patrol3 over the Sulu Sea were made by PBY's from
VPB-29,**W* in compliance with basic orders from GHQ COMSOWESPAC.*****

The night PBY searches were all negative, but the long-range PB4Y
daylight searches from Morotai proved to be more lucrative for VPB's 101 and
115 than those flown from the remote base at Owi. The first contact occurred
at 1000 when the PB4Y in sector "X" sighted and attacked three 500/1000 ton
cargo veectls and eight single-engine reconnaissancc type seaplanes inMangarin
Bay, southwest Mindoro, claiming the destruction of one of the cargo ships and
two of the seaplanes.****** At 1120 the PB4Y in sector "Y" destroyed an enemy

observation-type seaplane on the water in San Bernardino Strait, off the north-
west tip of Samar.******* At 1300 the PB4Y in sector THREE attacked and later
claimed the destruction of a 6000 ton freighter transport in latitude 11 0 -27'N,
Longitude ll9 0 -lO'E,,******** (fifteen milea west of the northern tip of Pala-
wan). Postwar records of naval and merchant shipping losses for October 19th
do not list such a ship; sJirilarly, no mention is made of the 500/1000 ton
cargo vessel claimed to have been destroyed in Mangarin Bay.****`-,**

THE ACT_ TITY OF THE PB4YS ON THIS DAY HAS BEEN DISCUSSED IN DE-
TAIL TO EMPHASIZE TME FACT THAT THE PILOTS OF THESE AIRCRAFT, WHILE CONDUCTING
LONG RANGE SEARCHES IN ACCORDANCE WITH SEARCH PLAN FOX, DEVIATED FRCM THEIR
PRIMARY SEARCH MISSION TO ATTACK TARGETS, FOR THE MOST PART OF MINOR IMPOR-
TANCE, THEREBY EXPOSING THEMSELVES TO THE DANGER OF BEING DESTROYED OR DAMAGED

* War Diary COMAIRSEVENTHFLT, October 19th, 1944.

** War Diary VPB-146, October 19th, 1944.
War Diary VPB-11, October 19th, 1944

War Diary VPB-29, October 19th, 1944.
COMSOWESPAC Dispatch 170102 October 1944 to CAAF SOWESPAC.
Aircraft Action Report No. 31, October 19th, 1944, VPB-IO!, Se;-ial
0107, December 23rd, 1944.

*f* f Aircraft Action Report No. 72, October i9th, 1944, VPB-115, Serial
0193, November 5th, 1944.

+~****** Aircraft Action Report No. 29 VPB-101, October 19th, 1944, Serial

0107, December 23rM., 1944.
****-�W�* "Japanese Naval and Merchart Losses During World War II", prepared

by the Joint Army-Navy Assessment Committee, February 1947; also
"The Imperial Japanese Navy in World War II", prepared by Military
History Section, Special Staff, GHQ Far East Command, February 1952.
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? BEFORE COMPLETING THEIR SEARCHES. THEIR ACTION IN SO DOING WAS AT VARIANCE
Wim Th ETR B3ASIC INSTRUCTIONS FROM CAAF SOWESFAC AND C.G. FIFTH AIR FORCEo*
AND WAS AT VARIANCE NOT ONLY WITH THE SEARCH DOCTRINE IN FORCE AT THE TI,
WHICH WAS THAT "IT IS INADVISABLE TO DIVERT PATROL PLANES FROM4 ThEIR PRIMARY
MISSION AS SCOUTS IN ORDER TO AITACK LIGHT SURFACL FORCES,"*P BUT ALSO WITH
CURRENT DOCTRINE •iHICH PROHIBITS COMBAT OPERATIONS BY SCOUT AIRCR.A2FT UNLESS
SPECIFICALLY AUTHORIZED BY ORDERS FOR THE OP!ERATIONS.**

THE ABOVE ACTION OF THE PATROL PLANES WAS PARTICULARLY UNACCEPTA-
BLE AT THIS TIME BECAUSE THE LEYTE LANDING WAS TO OCCUR ON THE FOLLOWING DAY,
AND IT WAS ThMWORE ESSENTIAL THAT THE MOVEM]iTS ANND STRENGTH OF JAPANESE
FORCES BE QUICKLY AND SLUELY DISCOVERED.

(B) CflCPAC-CINCPOA, October 19th.

(1) Wesyern Pacific Task Forces.

(a) Operationu of COMTHIRDFLT.

From the nature of the dispatches released by COMTHIRDFLT on Octo-
"ber 19th, it is clear that he was particularly interested in the passibility
that the Japanese would attempt to reinforce their garrison forces on Leyte
via "Tokyo Express" tactics. Accordingly, at 1000, as a consequence of the
contact report by the BREAM on throe largc enemy ships observed in Makassar
Strait at 0300 October 18th, he advised COASOWESPAC again of the possibility
that the enemy might attempt to daploy his fleet in small dispersed groupe
near the objective area in such a maimer that they could concentrate quickly-
for short and fast movement, using careful hiding, and timing the attack to
take full advantage ol weather cover.**** He clearly wanted to emphasize the
necessity for extreme vigilance on the scuthern flanlk oi the objective area
for fear that such attack might develop before he could interdict them from
his covering po.-ition to the north.

At about 0708 he received CINCPOA's Zone Notice No. 45 wherein
VESTIBULE north of Latitude 200 -30'N was designated as a jo:it zone.****

* HQ AAF SOWESPAC Revised Operations Instruction No. 71/1 October 4th;
also HQ FIFTH Air Force Fragmentary Field Order No. 293, October
19th, 1944.

** Current Tactical Orders and Doctrine, U.S. Fleet Aiicraft USF-76
(Revised), Volume III, Patrol Aircraft, paragraph 8-102, prepared
by Commander Aircraft Scouting Force, February 1942.

~** Naval Air Operating Procedures NWP 41, U.S. Navy Department, Office
of the Chief of Naval Operations, 1954, Section 372.

****~' COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 190100 October 1944 to COMSOWESPAC and COMSEVEN.-
FLT, info CINCPAC, COMINCH, all TFC's THIRD and SEVENTH Fleets.

~*N** CINCPOA Dispatch 182138 October 1944.
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At 1004 he directed CTG 30.7 (Huntier-Killer Group,* consisting
Sof R•A'VB B. BIBAS, SEID, STEE.LZ •nd SAMUE, S. MILES) to report for duty

to CTG 30.3 on October 20th to provide antisubmarine protection for the Sal,-
wvag Group,**

At 1050, feeling that TG 30.3 would soon be beyond danger from
enewy surface or air attack, he directed COMCRUDIV SIX in the WICHITA to de-
part TG 30.3 at 0600 October 20th and proceed to rendozvouu for duty with
CT' 38.4 in Area DICK at 0700 October 21st; destroyer escort to be provided
by CTG 38.4. ?e further direated CTG 38.4, upon airival of tne WICHITA, to
dotach the BILOXI in tixe to join CTG 38.2 during daylight October 21st in
the vicinity of Point QUEEN (Latitude 150 -30'N, Longitude .128°-Ot'E).*** At
1111 he issued orders for the CABOT, STEPHEN POTTER, THE SULLIVANS and MILLER
to be detached frcm TG 30.3 in time to rejoin TG 38.2 during forenoon on
October 20th.•***

Later in The day he received the following contact reports:

(a) At about 1645 from the TRIGGER, which reported sighrting at
1400 in Latitude 25°-301N, Longitude 122 0 -45'E (fifty-two miles on bearing
057 0 (T) from the northeasternotip of Foimosa) four enemy heavy cru•.sers and
five destroyers on course 270 (T)$ speed sixteen knots.***•*

(b) At aboout 1656 via CINCPAC from a FOURTEENTH Air Forco China-
based search plane over the South China Sea which reported sighting at 1403
an enemy naval task force consisting of one carrier, two cruisers and three
destroyers 120 milos southeast of Hainan Island, in LatitudelS0 -O0,N, Longi-
tude 1120-11'E, course 330 0 (T), speed twenty-five knots.***N*N

(c) At about 1931, or perhaps earlier if he was monitoring the
Central Pacific shore-based air reconnaissance frequiency, from Allied air-
craft on two enemy ar•bmarines; one, on the surface about 1125, bearing 0980 (T)
distant 592 miles from the northern tip of Luzon, course 150Q(T), speed twelve
knots; the other, also on the surface, at 1200 on bearing 097U(T), distant

At the time the Hunter-Killer Group was known as the JASASA (Joint
Air Surface Antisubmarine Action) Group and is so designated in the
pertinent COMTHIRDFLT OpOrders. Throughout this study, the more
familiar term "Hunter-Ki].ler" group is used.

** COMTHIRDYLT Dispatch 190104 October 1944' to CTG 30.7; a. o War DiaI7
.C0'GATT BAY, October 19th, 1944.

COMTHIXDILT Jispauicri J ol. u ictoner 1944 tuo CTG 38.4 and COMCRUDIV 1
6, info COMINCH, CINCPAC, etc.

**** COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 190211 October 1944 to CTG 30.3, info COMINCH,
CINCPAC , etc.

SH TRIGGER Dispatch 190715 October 1944 to COMSUPAC, info COMTIIIRDFLT.
S-*CINCPAC Dispatch 190726 October 1944 to COMSOWESPAC, CTF 77, COM-

THIRDFLT, TFC's THIRD and SEVENTH Flee s.
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500 miles from the same reference point, course 180 0 (T), speed tlv nots*

Ile now estimated that the two submarines here mentioned plut one sightfed heaa--
4: ing south by the BLACKFiN at 1600 the previous da. about ?20 miles north of

the 1125 plane contact** h~d been doployed to attack TG 30.3. However, he was
not alkrzed by these submarine conta'.ts, since he felt that he had provided
CTG 30.3 with adequate air and surface antisubmarine units Lo cope with the
situation and therefore issued no adaitional instruction.

At about 1826 or later he received a dispatch from COMNAVGRPCHINA
which had been forwarded by CINCPAC, that "General Chennault wants to know
if you can advise duration of time FOURTEENTH Air Force planes will be re-,
quired. "k*

"At 2207, presumably as a consequence of the contacts on enemy
forces off Hainan Island and northern Formosa, (a) and (b) above, he answered
C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force's query by statixýg that he deemed the continuation
of these searches vital as long as the activity and movement of the enemy
continued.'-***

Since the composition of the three widely scattered contacts on
enemy surface forces off Formosa, Hainan Island, and in Makassar Strait was
handly large enough to suggest an engagement of major proportion, COMTHIRD-
FLT's original concept that enemr naval reaction to KING II would be limited
to "Tokyo Express" tactics was strengthened. Nevertheless, in view of the
fact that the Allied landing would occur on the following day he decided to
keep TF 38 intact so that he would have maximum forces available for any
eventuality. Accordingly, at 2229 he cancelled all existing orders for his
task groups to retire to Ulithl for logistic replenishment, emergency upkeep
and repair,-***** and his orders of the previous day to shift his battleships
and carriers.****+* He ordered the CABOT group and WICHITA to shift from TG
30,3 to TF 38, and the MARSHALL to shift from TG 38.1 t( TG 38.2 as previously
directed, inviting attention to the new rendezvous pos ion. He then directed
his task group commanders as follows:

• * War Diaries CINCPAC and COMFWDAREA (CTF 57) October 1944; CINCPAC
Daily Location and Plot, Allied and Enemy Forces, Underlay No. 1,
1630Z October 19th-1630Z October 20th, 194I.
War Patrol Report BLACKFIN, Report of FIdST War Patrol, Serial 021,
December 4th, 1944.
CINCPAC Di.-atch 190856 OcLober 1944 to COMTHIRDFLT.

**C* OTiIRlDFLT Dispatch 191307 October 1944 to •INCPAC, info COMSIWESPAC,
CTF 38.
OW C01HI.'P FLT Dispatch 19: 29 October 1944 to CTF 38 and all TGC's ofTF 38, info COMINCH, COMSu•h1AC, (ýiAWAU, •''••., dc

•***• COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 160615 October 1944 to CTG 38.2, info COMINCH,
CINCPAC, etc., also COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 180625 October 1944 to CTG
38.3, info COMINCH, CINCPAC, etc.
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________r__ TO 38.4

(a) CTG's 38.1 and 38.14 to carry out the ex sting schedule tosupport the Leyte ogeration on October 20th and fuel in Area MICK (northeast

corner, Latitude 15 -O0N, Longitude i30°-OO'E) on October 21st.

(b) CTG's 38.2 and 38.2 to rendezvous at Point READY (Latitude
15 0 -O0'N, Longitude 1270 -OOIE) at 1200 October 20th and operate in that vi-
cinity; CTG 38.3 to make a 300 mile sector search from 2700 to 3400 (T) in
the morning and afternoon on October 20th, keeping away from land but sight-
ing the coast line in order to detect, ary enemy vessels that might be passing
close along the shore.

COMTHIRDFLTIS DECISIONS AND ACTIONS SHOW THE PROBLEMS INVOLVED IN
MAINTAINING A UJdNNING ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION. HIS DECISION TO KEEP TF 38
INTACT WAS OF COURSE CORRECT, AND HIS ACTIGNS SHOW CLE•RLY THAT HE REALIZED

p. AND UNDERSTOOD THE IMPORTANCE OF HIS MISSION--NAMELY TO PROVIDE COVER AND SUP-
PORT FOR THE ALLIED LANDINGS ON LEYTE.

* Little did he know that he had received only one reliable contact
report. This was from the TRIGGER on the Japanese SECOND Striking Force.
XWhile incorrect as to composition, the report was sufficiently correct to
give a reasonable idea of the ,iiaract~r of the force operating off northeast
Formosa. The report concerning the naval task force Li the South China Sea
was in error, for this was merely an enemy convoy en route from Sanwa (Hainan
Island) to the Empire, escorted by the es:ort carrier SHINYO.* The three
large vessels reported by the BREAM in Makassar Strait were not sighted
visually, but only appeared as "pips" on the radar, a fact that the BREAM
failed to include in her contact report.** Therefore, unless he had other
information not available to this study COMrHILDFLT had based all his plans
on erroneous intelligence information, although the fault was not his, but
rather in the poor quality of the reports he had received.

(1) Operations of TF 38 (Fast Carrier Foroe)

(a) Operations of CTG 38.1 and CTG 38.4.

October 19th marked the second consecutive day that these
two groups operated in the vicinity of Latitude 15 0 -301N, Longitude 1230 -30'E
and launched their aircraft against. cenrual Luzon. Their operations continued
to be coordinated by CTG 38.1, the senior task group comnander and OTC. The
plan for October 19th called for CTG 38.1 to attack enemy aircraft and air-
fields in the Manila and Clark Field areas, and CTG 38.4 to destroy the enemy
shipping observed in Manila Bay the previous day. In furtherance of these

War Diary, 931st Ai; G-vup, Oct•-• lst-31st, 1944, WDC Document
160151, NA 12319.

**War Patrol Report DREAM, Report of THIRD War Patrol, Serial 021,
November 22nd, 1944.

-307-



CTG 38.1
CTG 38.4

tasks CTG 38.1 and 38.4 commenced launching aircraft as follows:*

STRIKE

TIME DESIGNATION COMPOSITION SORTIES

0615 VF SWEEP 44 VF 44

0643 ABLE 39 VF, 36 VB, 28 VT 103

0826 8A"t 37 ,'_F3 L :2 T 94

1201 CHARLIE 44 VF, 37 VB, 25 VT 106

Total Sorties 347

The armament for the above strikes consisted generally of
bombs, except that those fighbtrs so equipped carried rockets in addition to
their usual loading of machine gun ammunition, and eight torpedo planes from
TG 38.4 (five in Strike ABLE and three in Strike CHLLIE) carried torpedoes.

The weather on October 19th was favorable over both the
target area and the operating area. Sunrise was at 0640. The adverse weather
encountered east. of Manila at 1630 on October 18th by the FRANKLIN and ENIER-
PRISE pilots on their last strike had moved northwest. and on October 19th
good flying conditions prevailed over central Luzon, with high cirrus clouds,
scattered low stratus 2,500 to 5,000 feet, clear visibility fifteen to twenty
miles. In the operating area the sea was smooth, with light easterly winds,
high broken alto-stratus clouds, occasionally overcast, visibility eight
miles.*•-

The above strikes were quite successful. CTG 38.1 claimed
having destroyed on the ground sixteen two-engine and seven single-engine

SAction Report HORNET, Ryukyu Islands, Formosa and Philippine Operations,

October 2nd-27th, 1944, Serial 0031, October 28th, 1944; Action Report
MONTEREY, Operations Against 1nsei Shoto, Sakishima Shoto, Formosa,
Luzon, Visayas, etc., October 2nd-28th, (EL), 1944, Serial 0029,
October 27th, 1944; also Aircraft Action Report Air Group 14, WASP
Serial 0238, November 9th, 1944; Action Report BELLEfU WOOD, Action
against Nansei Shoto, Formosa, Luzon and the Visayas, October 7th-21st,
1944, Serial 0170, November 3rd, 1944; Action Report ENTERPRISE, Opera-
tions against the Enemy, Nansei Shoto, Formosa, Philippine Islands,
October 7th-21st, 1944, Serial 0053, October 31st, 1944; also Aircraft
Action Reports, Air Group 13, FRANKLIN Serial 0193, November 6th, 1944.

• Aircraft Action Reports Air Groups 11, 13, 14 and 28, October 19th,
1^,44; also Dtcc L-Z.-: WASP and PR.ANKTTN, October 19th, 1944 and Action
Report WASP, October 2nd-27th, 1944, Serial 0040, October <dth, 1944.
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planes, and having damaged five two-engine and twenty-one single-engine
planes. He claimed further the destruction of two barracks at Clark Field,
three hangars, two fuel dumps and the administration building at Nielson
Field, and installations and dispersal areas at Clark, Nielson, Pasig and
Nichols Fields.* CTG 38.4 claimed having shot down three of sixteen enemy
fighters that inuercepted the morning fighter sweep over the Manila area in
the only attempt that the Japanese made in the air to oppose the Allied
strik, s this day.**

In regard to enemy shipping, CTG 38.4 claimed having sunk
one oiler, one large and two small cargo vessels, and one small cargo-trans-
port. He claimed having damaged twenty-eight ships of various types and
sizes.**

The above claims were based entirely on pilot reports,
since no photographs were taken. COMTHIRDFLT in his operational summary of
the above strikes evaluated the results as follows:**"*

In regard to enemy aircraft he gave credit to the reported
destruction of three fighters in the air and no credit to aircraft reportedly
d.estroyed on the ground. He estimated that sixteen two-engine and six single-
engine planes had probably been destroyed on the ground and that five two-
engine and twenty-two single-engine planes had been damaged. As regards enemy
shipping he gave credit for sinking but one ship (AO); he listed as damaged
two large AP, one medium AP, two medium AO, two large AK, seven medium AK, and
four small AK.**3* Post war records indicate that no merchant shipping above
500 tons was sunk on this day.***** Unfortunately, there are no Japanese re-
cords concerning thai;- air losses available to this study.

Included in the composition of Strike BAKER was an anti-
shipping search made by four VF to investigate a number of enemy transports
reported to be in Lingayen Gulf. However, no transports were found in the
gulf, but two large oilers were sighted at 1050 alongside a pier at San Fer-
nando, and fifteen large luggers and forty to fifty landing craft were seen

* War Diary CTG 38.1, October _9th, 1944.
** COMTHIRDFLT Operational Sumaar'y of Carrier Strikes, TG's 38.1 and

38.4, October 19th, 1944, Serial 00109, November 22nd, 1944; also
Aircraft Action Reports Air Group 11, 13, 14 and 28, October 19th,
1944.

*--* Action Report CTG 38.4, Operations Against Okinawa Jima, Formosa,
Luzon, Philippine Islands, in Support of the Occupation of Leyte,
Philippine Islands, October 7th-21st, 1944, Serial 00263, November
16th, 1944.

***~-* COMTHIRDFLT Operational Summary of Carrier Strikes, TG'S 38.1 and
38.4, October 19th, 1944, Serial 00109, November 22nd, 1944.

**•** "Japanese Naval and Merchant Ship Losses during World War II", pre-
pariad h Jnirt Army Lxid iNay kssessment Uommittee, February 1947.
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at anchor in the bay. The ships alongoide the pier were strafed, and attacked
with 500-point bombs with undetermined results.*

CTG 38.4 made a morn..ng and afternoon search over San
Bernardino Strait, each flown by two VT. The first search was launched at
0606 and recovered at 0917; the second at 1358 and recovered at 1745. The
results of both searches were negative.**

Throughout the day he continued to search ior unrecovered
survivors from his eight planes that had landed in the water after dark the
previcos evening, flying a total of forty-seven sorties from the ENTERPPISE
for this purpose, and employing cruiser planes to pick up any survivors sighted
by the search planes. In this manner, on,, VT pilot and two VT aircrewmen were
recovered at 1219 by the NEW ORLEANS.4-Y* This left one VT pilot, two VBpilots
and two VB aircrewmen to be accounted for, but since he stated that by the end
of the day all parsonnel except one VT pilot had been recovered**** and the
ENTERPRISE showed only one VT pilot as not recovered,** i, it is concluded
that the two remaining VB pilots and aircrewmen were rescued by other units
in the command, who failed to record this information. CTG 38.1 stationed
two night fighters over the task groups from 0435 until after the daylight
CAP was launched.**•*

From dawn until 1800 he maintained a CAP of sixteen VF,
a SNASP of four VF/four VT, and an ASP of four VT. During this same period,
CTG 38.4 provided a CAP of eight VF and an ASP of four VT/VF.

There were no enemy air attacks against either task group.
The only enemW air action in the vicinity of these groups occurred during the
morning search for downed flight personnel (0730-1125) when two ENTERPRISE
fighters shot down an enemy land attack plane bearing 285 0 (T), distant thirty-
five miles from TG 38.4.*•*•** There is no mention regarding this plane in
Japanese documents available to this study.

Ai.traft Action Reports Air Group 13, October lOth-29th, 1944,
Forwarded by WASP Serial 0238, November 9th, 1944.
Action Report SAN JACINTO, Operations Against Okinawa Jima,
Formosa, Luzon, and the Visayas in Support of the Occupation of
Leyte, October 7th-21st, 1944, Serial 0043, October 31st, 1944.
War Diary NEW ORLEANS, October 19th, 1944.
Action Report CTG 3184. Op,,.rtions Agaitnt OkinqwR Jima, FPormosa,

Luzon, Philippine Islands, in Support of the Occupation of Leyte,
Philippine Islands, October 7th-21st, 1944, Serial 00263, Novem-
ber 16th, 1944.

-*-** Action Report ENTERPRISE, Operations Against the Enemy. Nansei
Shoto, Formosa, Philippine Islands, October 7th-21st, ).944, Serial
0053, October 31st, 1944.

******~ War Diary CTG 38.1, October 19th, 1944.
*-•-*** War Diary CTG 3P.4, October 19th, 1944; also Action Report ENTER-

PRISE, October 7th-21st, 1944, Serial 0053, October 31st, 1944.
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Total aircraft losses for the day for both task groups,
from all causes, were two VF, two VB and five VT, including one VF and one
VB lost operationally; personnel losses totalled five pilots and seven air-
crewmen.

Upon completion of the days flight operations at 1730
CTG's 38.1 and 38.4 headed goutheast toward theiE assigned operating area in
the vicinity of Latitude 11 -30'N, Longitude 126 -30'E, where they were to
arrive by 0600 the following day and provide direct air support to Allied
landings on Leyte.* Sunset was at 1820.

At 1930, CTG 38.4, in compliance with COMTHIRDFLT orders,
detailed and detached the NICHOLSCN to rendezvous with the WICHITA (COMCRUDIV
SIX) and escort her from TG 30.3 to join TG 38.4.**

(b) Operations of CTG 38.2, October 19th.

CTG 38.2 continued on course 129 0 (T) at sixteen knots
toward the gueling rendezvous with TG 30.8 in Area MICK (northwest corner,
Latitude 15 -00N, Longitude 128 -20E). It will be recalled that TG 38.2
had been scheduled originallg to fuel in Area OCTANE (northeast corner, Lati-
tude 18 -OON, Longitude 130 -OOE),4*** but that the fueling area had been
changed at 1226 on October 18th by COMTHIRDFLT to Area MICK, 180 miles to the
south, in order to avoid a typhoon forming in Latitude 14 0 -OO'N,, Longitude
136 0 -00'E, and predicted to move northwest at ten knots.***-*

At 0816 he made contact with the fueling group,*'9*" con-
sisting of six oilers (MONONGAHELA, CALIENTE, KASKASKIA, PATUXENT, NEOSHO, and
LACKAWANNA), two escort carriers (NEHENTA BAY and RUDYERD BAY) and two air-
craft replacement carriers (SITKOH BAY and BARNES), plus a number of screening
destroyers and destroyer escorts.**-•-N

At 0900 the OWEN, whose sortie from Ulithi with TG 38.2
on October 6th had been prevented by eme~rgency boiler repairs and her depar-
ture delayed until October 16th, repcrtv.ed to him for duty.***-'-*

* War Diaries CTG 38.4, WASP, ENTERPRISE, October 19th, 1944.
** War Diaries CTG 38.4 and NICHOLSON, October 19th, 1944; also

COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 190150 October 1944 to CTG 38.4 and
COMCRUDIV 6, info COMINCH, CINCPAC, etc.
COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 170022 October 1944 to CTF 38, CTG's 38.1,
38.2, 38.3 and 38.4, info COMINCH, CINCPAC, COMSOWESPAC, CTG's
30.3, 30.5, 30.8, etc.
COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 180326 October 1944 to CTG's 38.2, 30.7 and
30.8, info COMINCH, CINCPAC, COMSOWESPAC, etc.

***4* War Diary COMDESDIV 104, October 19th, 1944.
SDeck Log INTREPID, October 1%th, 1944; also War Diary CTG 30.8,

October 19th, 1944.
*•**~ War Diary OWEN, October 19th, 1944.
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He commenced fueling his command at 0929 on base couriie
110(T), speed ten knots, and completed it atI 1500, TG 30.8 having delivered
93,000 barrels of fuel oil and 190,000 gallons of aviation gasoline.* Fuel-
ing conditions were ideal and flying conditions were favorable, with - smooth
sea, gantle breezes, clear weather, visibility about eight miles.**

He received replac'ement aircraft as follows: INTREPID,
four VF from the BARNES and two VT from the BARNES and two VT from the SITKOH
BAY; HANCOCK, one VF from the BARNES. in addition, three fighters were trans-
ferred from the INDEPENDENCE to the HANCOCK. No replacement aircraft were
delivered to the BUNKER HILL or INDEPENDENCE.***

At 1523 he commenced steamiag generally in a noi •hwesterly
direction on various courses at sixteen knots so as to join CTG 38.3 in the
vicinity of Point READY (Latitude 15 0 -OO'N, Longitude 127 0 -00'E) at 1200 on
October 20th, and operate in that area with TG 38.3 in a covering capacity for
the Ley'e landings, vihile TG's 38.1 and 38.4 provided direct air support.*•**

From dawn until sunset he maintained a CAP of eight VF
and an ASP of four VT/VB. No enemy aircraft were observed.

(c) Operations of CTG 38.3, October 19th.

On October 19th, CTG 38.3 operated independently in a
covering position about 250 miles east of Luzon, in the vicinity of Latitude
170 -001N, Longitude 127 0 -O0'E, standing by to intercept arj enemy forces that
might either threaten the Allied invasion forces or the ships of TG 30.3.*****

He maintained from sunrise until sunset a CAP of eight VF
and a SNASP of four VF and four VT/VB. No enemy activity was observed in the
vicinity of the task group.*****

One V7 was jettisoned from the ESSEX.******

(2) Operations of CTG 30.3 (Salvage Group), October 19th.

At the start of the day CTG 30.3 was still on course 180'(T)
making good about five" knots. He had taken this course at 1730 the previous

* War Diary CTC 30.8, October 19th, 1944.
Deck Logs NEW JERSEY, INTREPID and INDEPENDENCE, October 19th, 1944;
also Action Report HANCOCK, October 6th-31st, 1944, Serial 0100,
November 3rd, 1944.
War riiaries BARNES, SITKOH BAY, INTREPID, INDEPENDENCE, October 19th,
1944.

*~**• Deck Logs NEW JERSEY, INTREPID and INDEPENDENCE, October 19th, 194;
also COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 191329 October 1944 to CTF 38 and all TG's
)f TF 38, info COMINCL{, CINCPAC, COMSOWESPAC, CTG 30.3, etc.

* • ~War Diary CTG 38.3, October 19th, 194.
*H"- :* Deck Log ESSEX, October 19th, 1944.
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day on orders of OOMTHIRDFLT* so as to avoid a typhoon that was reported to
be moving northwest across his projected ;rack to Ulithi. Nevertheless, there
had been no local indication thus far that a typhoon was forming to the south-
east of his group for the barometer was holding steady and the weather favora-
ble, with slight sea, gentle northv'-terly breezes, partly cloudy sky, but
very good visibility.,!*

At 0815 the CURRENT (ARS.-22), which had been dispatched from
Ulithi by COMSERVRON TEN at 0633 on October 16th to aid ihi salvag.ng the
damaged HOUSTON and CANBEPRA, reported to him for duty. ý*

He maintained during daylight a CAP of eight VF and an ASP of
four VT over his task group. No er.ezy aircraft were intercepted although an
unidentified plane, possibly from Okinawa since it retired in that direction,
was picked up at 0359 on the air search radar.**** At 1015 an eney twin-
engine plane approached undetected by radar to within about twelve miles of
TG 30.3, when it vas sighted 3.ow on the water by the lookouts of the COWPENS.
It escaped.*****

At 2130 he made radar and voice contact with COM7.IRDFLT in
TG 38.2, approximately twenty mil6s to the northeast,. During the ensuing TBS
voice radio conversation, CO•THIRDFLT, who apparently considered that TG 30.3
had steamed far enough to the south to avoid the typhoon, directed him to re-
sume direct course to Ulithi at midnight. Accordingly, at 2400 he changed
course to 1150(T). He also sent the CHARKETTE to rendezvous with TG 30.7
(ATR-50 and TREVOR) forty-five miles to the north and to escort these vessels
to TG 30.3*.**i*** At this time TG 30.3 was bearing 1140 (T), distant 370 miles
from the northern tip of Luzon, and was acout 750 uiles from Ulithi. A fav-
orable current during the day had increased the average SOA to about five
point eight knots.******-*

(3) Operations of CTG 30.5 (Air Search, Reconnaissance and Photo-
graphic Conmand), October 19th.

CTG 30.5 on October 19th continued to fly land-plane searches
from Tinian and seaplane searches from Kossol Passage and Saipan, as indicated
in Diagram D.

At about 1125 and 1200 two unarmed PBMY search planes search-
ing from Tinian in Sector 52V223 (2720-2810(T), sighted two unidentified

* COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 172307 October 1944 to CTG 30.3.
** War Diary BOSTON and Deck Log BOSTON, October 19th, 1944.

War Diary CURRENT (ARS-22), October 19th, 1944.
Action Report COWPENS, October 20th, 1944, Serial 0028, October
21st, 1944.

***** War Diary COWPENS, October 19th, 1944.
**• War Diary COMCRUDIV 10, October 19th, 1944.
.U-w*3* War Diary COMTHIRDFLT, October 19th, 1944, Serial 00142, December

10th, 1944.

-313-

-~-~- -~- - - -



CONT TF 17

submarines. The first submarine was on course 150 0 (T)p speed twelve knots,
590 miles bearing 098'(T) from Cape Ergano (northern tip of Luzon); the Sec-
oond distant 500 miles on bearing 0970(T) from Cape Enkpno, course 1800 (T),
speed twelve knots. The first submarine, a large fle type, remained on
the surface and would not answer the challenging planes by blinker or IFF.
The other, a medium-sized submarine, immediately submerged when challenged.*

These were appa"ently two of the four Japanese submarines
Which had departed the D-apire o.. October 13th and 15th and wers at this time
en route to the area east of the Philippines to conduct full scale attacks
against the Allied carrier task forces, ("Operations of Commander Advance
Expeditionary Force" 0719-2400 October 17th), inasmach as thero were no Allied
submarines in this area on October 19th. The contact report was in error as
regards the size of these submarines, since all four (1-26, 1-45, 1-54 and
1-56) were quite large,** being of about the same length and displacement as
the NARWHAL and NAUTILUS. One of these submarines could well have been thes ame one that was sighted on the surface on a course 1800(T) at 1.600 the pre-
vious da% by the BLACKFIN 220 miles to the north, in Latitude 20 0-451N, Longi-
tude 132 -521E.*** Nevertheless, COMTHIRDFLT estimated that these contacts
had been made on three separate enemy submarines, and tha. •hese submarines
had been deployed to attack TO 30.3.****

A third contact was made at 1330 when a Tinian-based PB4Yp
covtring sector 36V223 (3440 -353 0 (T) , sighted an enemy destroyer heading
000 (T) at twenty knots, bearing 013 (T), distant eighty-two mil-i from Chichi

The results of the other sector searches conducted by CTG

30.5 from Saipan Lnd Kossol Passage on October 19th were negative.

(2) Operations of CTF 17 (Submarine Force Pacific), October 19th.

It will be recalled that at about midnight CTF 17 had received a die-
patch from the commanding officer of the BESUGO wherein the commandec stated
that he considered the primary mission of his group was now attack, gave the
new locations of his wolf pack a s (a) BESUGO -zid RONQUIL Area SEVEN weo, of
Longitude 132 -10E, with BESUGO north and the RONQUIL south of Latitude 32o-
OO'N and (b) GABILAN vicinity Okinoehima and reported that the returning

* War Diaries OINCPAC and CONFWDAREA CENTPAC (CTF 57), October 1944;
CINCPAC Daily Location and Plot, Allied and Enemy Forces, bnderlay
No. 1, 1630Z October 19th-1630Z October 20th, 1944.

** "Japanese Naval Vessels at the End of War", April 25th, 1947,
Administrative Division, Second Demobilization Bureau, Compiled by
Shizuo Fukui, Constructor Lieutenant Commander (ex-IJN).

***: War Patrol Report 3LACKFIN, Report of FIRST War Patrol, Serial 021,
December 4th, 1944.**** War Diary CINCPAC, October 194.4, Serial 000963, November 6th, 1944.
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Japanese fleet units were following the 100 fathom curve along the east coast
* of Kyushu and that one heavy cruiser and onm large ship had returned that

morning.*

While what he thought of this dispatch is nowhore statod it seems
clear that he at least te•.Aatively concurred with the decision of the wolf

pack ccmmwndcr for he not only decided not to issue any corre.tive orders
at this time but in addition he relayed the dispatch to the GABILAN without
change.**

At 0638 he received CINCPOA Zone Notice Number 45 which corrected
CINCPOA Zone Notice Number 44. by stating that VESTIBULE north o.' Latitude
200 -30'N was a Joint zone.-E

D•,JNG THIS DAY HE CLOSELY OBSERVED THE DEVELOPING SITUATu.N IN THE
WESTERN PACIFIC, AND AWAITED ADDITIONAL REPORTS FHOM HIS SUBMAPRA-gS AS WELL
kS FROM UNITS OF THE WESTERN PACIFIC TASK FORCES AND OF SOWESPA-. EXCEPT
FOR A DISPATCH SENT BY COMTHIRDFLT AT 1000 WHICH HE RECEIVED DIIHING THE LATE

SFORENOON THERE WERE NO CONTACTS OF ANY IMPORTANCE THROUGHOUT Th•. DAY.***-*
* THE ABOVE COMTHIRDFLT DISPATCH WAS IMPORTANT IN THAT IT SHOWED T•:0T THAT COM-

MANDER WAS NOT EXPECTING JAPANESE REACTION BY MAJOR SURFACE FOfCE3', BUT
RATHER FELT THAT THAT REACTION WOULD TAKE THE FORM OF SHORT UNHEA;A.ED "TOKYO
EXPRESS" RUNS EMPLOYING THE FLEET IN SMALL DISPERSED GROUPS SO DEPLAMYED AS
TO PERMIT QUICK CONCENTRWTION IN SUPPORT OF THE ABOVE RUNS.

Sometime later and probably about 1645 he likely received tne TRIG-
GER'. contact report that at 1400 in Latitude 23 0 -301N, Longitude l-ý° 0-45'E,
she had sighted four enemy heavy cruisers and five destroyers on cc" •'•e
270 0 (T) speed six.teen knots.**** This he recognized as the same grxiua con-
tacted by tb'I STERiLET west of Amami 0 Shims on the previous day.

At 1833 CTF 17 thought it wise to advise all submarines that bcth the
STERLET and the BESUGO had sighted enemy fleet units heading for the ccmpara-
tive safety of the Empire.******

At 1907 he advised the GABILAN by dispatch that she was detacheii from
the wolf pack, and directed her to proceed to Area SIX where she was (a;' to
guard the approaches to Kii Suido (b) to remain outside mineable waters and

(c) if necessary to enter mineable waters in pursuit of shipping she wa: to

* BESUCO Dispyxtch 181424 October 1944 to CTF 17.
** War Patrol hIeport GABILAN, Report of THIRD War Patrol, Ser•ial 031,

Novenwher 13".h, 1944.
CINCPOA Pispatch 1821)8 October 194 to COMTHIRDFLT, CTF 17, info
COMINCH, COMSOWESPAC, COMSEVETHFLT, CTF 71, CTF 72.

**** COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 190100 October 1944 to COMSOWESPAC and
COMSEVENTHFLT.

* TRIGGER Dispatch 190715 October 1944 to CTF 17.
*~*l** CTF 17 Dispatch 190933 October 1944 to All Submarines.
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S destroy her ECM.* From Diagram D, it is evident that after 2150, the time
the GABILAN departed for Kii Suido. these new dispositions of the BESUGO wolf
pack left the Bungo Suido, except for the extreme western portion, complete17
unobserved and did not cover the Eli Suido even in a limited fashion, since
that strait was some 130 miles to the northeastward.

A short time after this he decided that since the STERLET contact had
now moved to the Formosa area where she had been contacted by the TRIGGER the
necessity for patrolling the sea off Nagasaki against enemy surface forces no
longer obtained and therefore at about 2108 he advised both the CROAKER and
the PERCH to this effect.** Whether or not he included the ESCOLAR in the
above dispatch is not kr~own since the ESCOLAR was lost and the basic dispatch
is not available to this study. By this dispatch he authorized the submarines
in ths Nagasaki - Sasebo area to leave that area and thus made it possible foc
Japanese shipping to pass through these waters unmolested.

The above orders of CTF 17 when consid'rred with his orders of the
previous day, notably those to the submarines of the MARU MORGUE and CONVOY
COLLEGE to return to their normal operating procedures, gave a clear pattern
of CTF 17's estimate of the situation at this time and inferentially cf CINC-
POA's, since both CTF 17 and CINCPOA, who were at Pearl Harbor, normally con-
sulted one another with relation to matters of this nature.

THESE ORiDERS SHOW THAT C!° 17 HAD DISCONTINUED HIS SPECIAL SUBmaRINE

BARRIERS FOR GUARDING AGAINST PASSAGE BY ENEMY SURFACE COMIATANT F(RCES (A)
THE APPROACHES TO BUNGO SUIDO (B) THE APPROACHES TO SHIMONOSEKI SUIDO (C) THE
MARU MORGUE AND (D) LUZON STRAIT, HAD PERMITTED TR- BAREEL TO RETIRE WHEN SHE
HAD SUFFICIENT FUEL ON BOARD TO HAVE REMAINED ON STATION FCR SEVERAL MORE
DAYS, AND HAD DIRECTED HIS SUBMARINES TO RETURN 'AO HEIR NORMAL ANTISHIPPING
OPERATIONS. HE DID ALL OF THIS LESPITE THE FACT THAT HE KNEW THAT THE ALLIED
MAJOR LANDINGS ON LEYTE WOULD OCCUR ON THE FOLLOWING DAY, AND THAT SUCH LAND-
INGS NORMALLY MIGHT CAUSE STRONG JAPANESE REACTION. WHY THEN DID HE DO THIS?

THE ANSWER SEEMS CLEAR, BECAUSE HE FELT THAT THE ORIGINAL CONCEPT THAT NO
MAJOR ELEMENTS OF TqE JAPANESE FLEET WO(ULD BE INVOLVED IN OPPOSITION TO THE
ALLIED OPERATIONS AT LEYTE STILL OBTAINED AND THAT THE ONLY REACTION TO BE
EXPECTED WOULD BE "TOKYO EXPRESS" RUNS WHICH WOULD OCCUR WITHIN THE SOWESPAC
AREA WHFRE THEY WOULD BE COUNTERED BY SOWESPAC FORCES SUPPORTED BY TF 38.

During this day six Japanese submarines, the 1-38, 1-41, I-44, 1-46,
1-53 and the RO-43, departed the Inland Sea via Bungo Suido for the waters
east of the Philippines, undetected by the BESUGO wolf pack.***

.CT .17 Disp..tch 190 Ocor 194 to All Submarines.

*• War Patrol Report PERCH, Report of TiIRD War Patrol, no serial,
November Sth, 1944. 1

•* SuLnarine Op-.rations in Philippine Waters, 1944-1945, Department
of ArnW, Historical Division, File No. 8-5, JS-15.
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The deployment of TF 17 submarines at 2400 October 19th is shown in
Plate XX. Attention is particularly directed to the disposition of the znib-
marine coordinated attack group off Bungo Suido.

(a) CONVOY COLLEGE.

With the passage of midnight the submarines of CONVOY COLLEGE
which were not already on station continued toward their new patrol stations.
There were two principal coordinated attack groups (wolf packs) (a) the SAW-
FISH (F), ICEFISH, DRUM and (b) the SHARK (F), BLACKFISH, SEA DRAGON. There
was also a reduced wolf pack consisting of the SNOOK and COBIA. The remain-
ing two CONVOY COLLEGE submarines PARCHE and SAILFISH were departing the area.
The above submarines operated as follows:

(1) SAWFISH,, ICEFISH, DRUM.

These submarines (Diagram D) patrolled Area DETECT west of
Luzon Strait remaining on the surface during darkness and submerged during
daylight. No contacts of consequence were made during the day. At about
1931 the wolf pack commander in the SAWFISH who was endeavoring to reform
his group--it will be recalled they had all been on independent duties--
closed the ICEFISH in order to issue his new patrol schedule for Area DETECT.
At this time the ICEFISH requested authority to remain on patrol beyond her
scheduled departure date (October 26th). The wolf pack commander then opened
out to contact the DRUM.*

(2) SHARK, BLACKFISH and SEA DRAGON.

These submarines remained in Area DELETE west of Luzon Strait
throughout the day until early evening when the wolf pack commander issued
new instructions directing his submarines to patrol in accordance with regu-
lar schedules (as prescribed for CONVOY COLLEGE).** These schedules were
supplemented by his own orders which assigned each of his submarines a speci-
fic operating area within the area designated by the CONVOY COLLEGE schedule.
Since at this time this wolf pack was assigned Area DESTROY all submarines
promptly headed fur their new stations which were in the vicinity of Pratas
Reef within that area. All submarines operated on the surface during dark-
ness and submerged during daylight.*** They made no important contacts.

(3) SNOCK and COBIA.

The SNOOK patrolled Balingtang Channel throughout the day.

* War Patrol Report SAWFISH, Report of EIGHTH War Patrol, Serial 88-44,
November 8th, 1944.

** War Patrol Report SEA DRAGON, Report of ELEVENTH War Patrol, Serial
194, November 8th, 1944.

*-* Deck Logs BLACKFISH and SEA DRAGON, October 19th, 1944.

W"•IVTIAL
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The COBIA which arrived on station to the south of Calayan
Island during early morning likewise patrolled her area.* Both submarinesoperated on the surface during darknoss and submerged duzring daylight.**

Neither submarine made any contacts of importance throughout the day.

'(4) PARCHE and SAIIISH.

These two submarines rendezvoused at 0515 ii. Luzon Strait.
Then they separated to proceed independently through Luzon Strait*' x&nd to
rendezvous again after passing through 4he srait.*i* Having comple4ed this
passage at 2255 they rendezvoused about uidnight and continued on toward Sai-
pan.**-** They operated on the surface du.ng darkness and submerged during
daylight, and made no contacts of importance.***.ý

(5) .In addition to the above ten submarines, the BLACXFIN was
moving to the westward toward the phtrol arva previously ordered and a c mid-

* night was about eighty miles from thn eastern border of CONVOY COLLEGE. She
operated, in general, on the surfaca both day and night and made no con-

Stacts.***+*

(b) Northwest Coast of Formosa.

During this day the TANG which had been operating off Pakasa Point.
gradually moved to a position off K'irun. Strorg currents and heavy swells
made station keeping difficult. Finally, at 2200 having had no success in
locating targets off Kiirun and havirg heard of an enemy task force heading
north along the China coast the Comnanding Officer TANG departed Kiirun at
full speed to intercept this force.******* What this enemy cask force was is
not known since the only enemy force in the area was the SECCND StrikingForce
which was in Formosa Strait and not off the China coasat and was heading south
instead of north. Most likely it was a local coastal convoy.

(c) Northeast Coast of Formosa,

The SILVERSIDES (F), TRIGGER and SALMON were patrol-iig off thi
northeast coast of Formosa in Area 11-C as a coordinated attack group (wolf

* War Patrol Report COBIA, Report of SECOND War Patrol, Serial 035,
November 5th, 1944.
Deck Logs SNOOK and COBIA, October 19th5, 1944.
War Patrol Report PARCHE, Report of THIRD War Patrol, Serial 78,
December 2nd, 1944.
War Patrol Report SA7LFISH, Report of TWELFTH War Patrol, Serial
037, December llth, 1944.

*~**•* Deck Logs PARCHE and SAILFISH, October 19th, 1944.
S* Deck Log BIACKFIN, Octobor 19th, 1944.

• War Patrol Report TANG, Report of FIFUi War Patrol, no serial,
September 25th, 1945.

-318-



0 II .I I11 rrrrf~

o ca- u- 0 z

0- 5tI )0 Ad

& 4:x
1~Z.,

IA

K4 1
7

a'z
1k1 rs, 

%

LL

I-a.."tA



oG TF 17

pack). The disposition of these submarines was reasonably effective although
at midnight there was a gap of some fifty-five miles between the TRIGGER and
the SALMON.

During the day the SILVERSIDES and SALMON made no important con-
tacts. However, the TRIGGER at 1105 while submerged contacted a destroyer
which she estimated was headed for Kiirun. She could not close.* This de-
stroyer was most likely the HATSUHARJ heading for Mako. Also the TRIGGER at
1328 contacted the Japanese SECOND Striking Force which she identified as two
ATAGO Class cruisers, one NATORI Class light cruiser and possibly two other
cruisers or destroyer leaders with several FUBUKI Class destroyers.* Actually
as has been pointed out previously, the SECOND Striking Force consisted of two
NACHI Class heavy cruisers, one NATORI Class light cuinser and six destroyers
since the HATSUHARU was not in the formation. The TRIGGER endeavored to reach
an attack position but was forced to submerge to seventy feet because she was
being attacked by a Japanese plane escorting the SECOND Striking Force.* At
5522 she surfaced and commenced transmitting a contact report to CTF 17 as
viell as to the SILVERSIDES and SALMON although the latter submarines failed
to receive the report. In this report she listed four heavy cruisers and five
destroyers.** It is likely that these radio transmissions were those detected
at 1510 by the ABUKUMA, of the Japanese SECOND Striking Force as originating
from an Allid submarine.*** Although there is a small time difference, TRIG-
GER was the only Allied submarine in this area sending dispatches at this
time. Estimating that this cruiser force w6s heading for Kiirun for fueling
the Commanding Officer TRIGGER closed the northeast coast of Formosa andheaded
on the surface for that harbor until forced to submerge because of Japanese
aircraft. Later at 1952 while surfaced he contacted the SILVERSIDES and re-
ceived patrol orders for the next day from the wolf pack commander which
orders directed the SILVERSIDES and TRIGGER to patrol off Kiirun.**** Actually
the estimate was in error as the Japanese SECOND Striking Force .ias headed
for Mako rather than Kiirun.

During the day the Commanding Officer SALMON, who had an
officer on board who was suffeiing his third attack of internal pains in about
one week, decided to advise CTF 17 and therefore at 1905 surfaced and headed
to the southward presumably to clear the area where the SILVERSIDES and TRIG-
GER were operating before opening up with his radio. At 2328 he sent a dis-
patch to CTF 17 reporting, among other items, the illness of the above officer.
He then headed out of the area on course 0950 (T), speed seventeen knots, and
advised the SILVERSIDES and TRIGGER of his action.*****

• War Patrol Report TRIGGER, Report of TENTH War Patrol, Serial 033,
November 3rd, 1944.
TRIGGER Dispatch 190715 October 1944 to CTG 17 info THIRDFLT.

• ** War Diary ABUKUMA, October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
• * Report of Commander Coordinated Attack Group (CTG 17.19), Serial

o46, November 23rd, 1944.
•*-~** War Patrol Report SALMON, Report of ELEVENTH War Patrol, Serial

016, No'iember 10th, 1944.
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WHILE THE DECISION OF THE COMMANDING OFFICOS SAL'ON TO CLEAR -

HIS OPERATING AREA LONG ENOUGH TO SEND A MESSAGE WAS CORRECT IN TL'AT IT PRO-
TECTED THE LOCATION OF THE OTHER TWO SUBMARINES OF ThE WOLF PACK HIS DECISION
TO MOVE OUT OF THE AREA SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN INCORRECT. HE WAS A MEMBER OF A
WOLF PACK '4iICH HAD BEEN STATIONED IN THIS AREA NOT ONLY TO ATTACK AND DESTROY
ENEMY FORCES ENCOUNTERED BUT ALSO TO REPORT INFORMATION CONCERNING THE MOVE-
MENTS OF IMPORTANT ENEMY MEN-OF-WAR AND CONVOYS.* WOULD IT NOT HAVE BEEN
BETTER HAD HE RETURNED TO HIS PATROL AREA IMMEDIATELY AFTER SENDING THE DIS-
PATCH TO CTF 17 AND HAVE AWAITED THERE THAT COMMANDER'S ORDERS? BY SO DOING
HE WOULD HAVE MAINTAINED THE INTEGRITY OF THE WOLF PACK DISPOSITION.

(d) MARU MORGUE.

The submarines in this area, although released from special dis-
positions by CTF 17, did not alter their stations a great deal.

The BARBEL operated in the center of Area ABANDON; the SKATE in
the western portion of Area ABLAZE; the SAURY in Area ABDUCT, about thirty
miles to the eastward of Nakagusuku Wan; the BURRFISH in Area ABOLISH but in-
stead of operating close in to Okinawa as ordered (it will be reca'Xed that
she had not as yet received CTF -17's dispatch ordering her to resume normal
patrol but did receive it at 1903) she was now operating about twelve miles
to the northward of Iheya Jima, STERUET in Area ABRIDGE operating westward
of Amami 0 Shima and the SEA DOG operating in the southeastern part of Area
ABUSE. None of the above submarines made any contacts of importance, al-
though the SKATE encountered some crawlers which she was unable to attack
and the BARBEL employing four torpedoes attacked a large trawler unsuccess-
fully. Patrols were conducted on the surface during darkness, and submerged
during daylight.**

The BARBEL now had no torpedoes remaining although she did have
some 47,000 gallons of fuel oil on board. However, despite this her comnand-
ing officer decided to depart his station, where he was scheduled to remain
until October 21st, and therefore headed to the eastward. At 1828 he sur-
faced and at 2000 he sent a dispatch to CTF 17 requesting permission to return
permission to return to Midway.*** At about midnight he crossed the eastern
border of his area.

The decision of the Commanding Officer BARBEL to depart the area
was in accordance with the patrol instructions which stated that submarines
will normally ternmhiate their patrols whey. they have insufficient torpedoes
remaining to conduct a successful attack.****

* CTF 17 Operation Order 326-4, September 24th, 1944, paragraph 2,
to TANG.

** Deck Logs BARBEL, SKATE, SAURY, BURRFISH, STERLET and SEADOG,
October 19th, 1944.

* BARBEL Dispatch 191006 October 1944 to CTF 17.
***~* CTF 17 Operation Plan 1-43, Annex "B", paragraph 2.
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The BILLFISH having been ordered to relieve the SKATE was en route
to Latitude 29 0 -301N, Longitude 1320- 0 01E, from nihich she was to enter Area
ABLAZE at sunset October 21st. She arrived in the above designated position
about 1130.* Being in advance of his orders the commanding officer patrolled
this vicinity remaining on the surface during daylight as well as during dark-
ness except when forced to submerge temporarily by Japanese aircraft.** No
contacts of importance were made.

SMeanwhile the WHALE and SEAHORSE which were en route to Midway,
proceeded independently, operated in general on the surface and made no con-
tacts of importance although the SEAHORSE thought that she might have con-
tacted an enemy submarine in Latitude 23 0 -22'N, Longitude 126 -50'E.*** This
seems to have been a false contact.

(e) Nagasaki - Sasebo.

The CROAKER and the PERCH continued to operate in the area between
Fukae Shima and Kyushu. They were unaware o" the fact that the ESCOLAR had
been lost. Sometime before 2138 the CROAKER received a dispatch from CTF 17
advising that the necessity of patrolling the waters off Nagasaki no longer
obtained. The commanding officer therefore headed for the west coast of Korea
'in search of more fruitful targets and advised the PERCH as to his plans. He
endeavored to advise the group commander in the ESCOLAR, also by radio, but
failed to contact the ESCOLAR.**** Meanwhile at 2300 the PERCH received the
same dispatch and her comnanding officer promptly departed the Nagasaki area
and headed for Danjo Gunto where he expected to encounter enean shipping.*-*H-

During the day, neither the CROAKER nor the PERCH made any con-

tacts of importance. They operated on the surface during darkness and sub-
merged during daylight.

(f) HIT PARADE.

? (1) Approaches to Bungo Suido.

During this day in view of the wolf pack commander's orders
issued on the evening of the previous day the BESUGO, RONQUIL and GABILAN were
no longer in position to prevent the undetected sortie of enemy task forces
through Bungo Suido but instead were widely separated as shown in Diagram D.
At about 0500 the RONQUIL arrived on her new station which was west of

* War Patrol Report BILLFISH, Report of SIXTH War Patrol, Serial 088,
November 27th, 1944.

• * Deck Log BILLFISH, October 19th, 1944.
S** Deck Log SEAHORSE, October 19th, 1944.

• *** War Patrol Report CROAKER, Report of SECOND War Patrol, Serial 027,
November 10th, 1944.

• * War Patrol Report PERCH, Report of THIRD War Patrol, no serial,
November 8th, 1944.
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Longitude 132 0 -00'E and south of Latitude 32 0 -00'N and the GABILAN replaced
the RONQUIL in the eastern sector of Area SEVEN in the vicinity of Okino
Shima. Here she had been directxd to patrol the vicinity of Okino Shima but
actually she approached no nearer than twenty miles. Meanwhile the BESUGO
remained in the western sector north of Latitude 32 0 -O0'N. All three sub-
marines patrolled orn the surface during darkness and submerged during day-
light, and had uneventful patrols although they sighted numerous aircraft
and sampans.

At 2150 the GABILAN received a dispatch froam CTF 17 which de-
tached her from the BESUGO wolf pack and directed her in part to proceed to
Area SIX and guard the approaches to Kie Suido and to remain outsidel of mine-
able waters unless in pursuit of enemy shipping.* She immediately headed for
her new station.

THIS DISPATCH WAS3 LIKEWISE RECEIVED BY THE WOLF ?ACK COMMANDER
AT THE SAME TIME. IF THE WOLF PACK COMMANDER HAD HAD ANY DOUBTS AS TO WHETHER
OR NOT HIS ACTION IN CHANGING HIS OBJECTIVE FROM THE PREVENTION OF AN UNDiE-
TECTFD SORTIE OF ENEMY FORCES THROUGH THE BUNCO SUIDO TO ArfACK WAS CORRECT,
THIS DISPATCH SHOULD HAVE REMOVED IT FOR THE WOLF PACK COMMANDER COULD SEE
THAT CTF 17 WAS NOW DESTROYING EVEN THE LIMITED SUBMARINE BARRIER WHICH HE
(THE WOLF PACK COMM1ANDER) HAD DESIGNATED IN HIS 182324.

At 2217 the GABILAN acknowledged the receipt of the above
dispatch and reported that she had 68,000 gallons of fuel on board and twenty-
four torpedoes.** Meanwhile the commanding officer made an estimate of the
situation. Mindful of the fact that CTF 17's operation order to the BESUGO's
coordinated attack group (wolf pack) stated that an important. amount of eneWn~
3hipping passed along the east and southeast coasts of Honshu and Shikoku, he
decided that there were but two focal points in the approaches to Kii Suido
which would give him the best opportunities for destroying shipping. These
were in the vicinity of Mureto 3aki and Ichei Saki where the 100 fathom curve
was close to the shoreline.*** There seems to be considerable doubt as to
the correctness of this analysis since a position on the 100 fathom curve
equidistant from Kamata Saki and Hino Misaki would be better suited to guard
Kii Suido. Apparently the Commanding Officer GABIIAN decided that his orders
to guard Kii Suido and the instructions about sinking shipping in the same
dispatch were incompatible and decided that what was intended was sinking of
shipping rather than guardirg.

(2). Approaches to Tokyo Bay.

The above approacheu continued to be guarded by the TAMBOR and
the GREENLING which operated on the surface during darkness and submerged

'; CTF 17 Dispatch 191007 October 1944 to GABILAN.
• * GABILAN Dispatch 191317 October 1944 to CTF 17.
-•** War Patrol Report GABILAN, Report of THIRD War Patrol, Serial 031,

November 13th, 1941.

-322--

il-.________II '-



S (•l• i~k1--•CG FOUR•TEENTH AIR FOHCE

during daylight.* Except for an Unsuccessful attack*-* by the TAIAL'VOi employ-

ing four torpedoes against what appeared to be a destroyer escort,*** neither
the TAMBOR nor the GREENLING made any contacts of importance during Che day.

h(C) China-Burma-ndia Theater, October 19th.

S~(1) Operations of C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force.

C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force on this date appears to have been concerned
as to how much longer he would be required t( conduct searches over the north-
ern half of the South China Sea with his LAB-24's from their bases in eastern
China, for at 1341, he originated an inquiry to CINCPOA on this subject via
COMNAVGRPCHINAt***CINCPOA in turn asked COMTHIRDFLT if he could estimate the
required duration of these searches, since their primary mission in the first
place was to prevent a surprise penetration by the Japanese Fleet into the
THIRD Fleet operating area east of the Philippines.*****COMTHIRDFLT answered
that as long as the activity and movement of the enemy continued at the same
or increased tempo he dsemed the continuation of the FOURTEENTH Air Force
searches vital, and that he could not at this time estimate the duration of
such requirement.***

The above inquiry by C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force was probably prompted
by either one or both of the following considerations. First, he might have
reasoned that Search Plan FOX, placed in effect on this very day, extended
the searches by CAAF SOWESPAC well into the central portion of the South China
Sea, and therefore reduced the necessity for the FOURTEENTH Air Force searches
north of the Kamranh Bay - Lingayen line. Secondly, and this reason is the
more probable, these searches severly taxed his already limited fuel supply
for his primary mission of supporting the Allied troops against the current
Japanese ground offensive toward southeast China. Moreover, all his fuel had
to be flown over the "Hump" under trying conditions by B-29 and C-47 tankers
from the Calcutta area of India.***HA** At any rate, he continued to run the
prescribed searches on this day, while waiting for UINCPOA to answer his dis-
patch.

* Deck Logs TAMBOR and GREENLING, October 19th, 1944.
"Japanese Naval and Merchant Losses during World War II by U.S.
Submarines", prepared by the Joint Army-Navy Assessment Committee,
February 1947.
War Patrol Report TAMBOR, Report of TWELFTH War Patrol, Serial
08019, November 30th, 1944.
COMNAVGRPCHINA Dispatch 190441 October 1944 to CINCPOA.

*•-•- CINCPAC Dispatch 190856 October 1944 to COMTHIRDFLT, info
COMSOWESPAC and CTF 38.

* * COMTWERDFLT Dispatch 191307 October 1944 to CINCPOA, info
COMSOWESPAC and CTF 38.

~**~-*** "Air Operations in China, Burma, India, World War II, U.S.
Strategic Bombing Survey Report No. 67, Pacific War.
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The search planes reported the following conuacts:*

(a) At 0305, three .thips, unknown typee, Latitude 20-040'N, Longitude
1110 -40' E.

(b) At 0335, seven ships, unknown types, Latitude 21 0 -101N, Longitude
1130-45 '1E.

(c) At 0540, two ships, unknown types, Latit :•c 210 -25'N, Longitudeill -461'E.

(d) At 1403, one SHOKAKU Class CV, one ISE type BB, two CA/CL unknown
class, two DD unknown class--course 330 0 (T) at cruising speed, Latitude 180-
41'N, Longituae !12°-10'E.

Report (d) above was considc ably in error, for at this t~ie there
were no first line carriers, battleships, or any type cruisers, in this area
of the China Sea. The ZUIKAKU, the only one of the two SHOKAKU Class carriers
remaining (the SHOKAKU had been sunk June 19th, 1944 in the Battle of the
Philippine Sea), as well, as both ISE Cla3s battleships (the ISE and HYUGA)
were in the Inland Sea preparing to sortie with the Main Force. The cruisers,
for the most part, were divided between the FIRST Striking Force (en route
from the Lingga - Singapore area to Brunei), the SECOND StrikinZ Force (north
of Formosa), and the Empire. Actually the pilot of the search plane saw the
escort carrier SHINYO with a convoy of merchant ships and probably one or two
DE/DD type escorts. The SHINYO had sortied with a convoy from Yulin, Hainan
Island, for Japan at 1700 October 18th,** with a detachmnent of aircraft from
the 931st Air Group aboard.***

From the comparison of forces given her- it is clear that neither
C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force nor COMNAVGRPCHINA, who at 1458 received the report,
had very good intelligence infornation concerning the disposition or movement
of Japanese surface forces, although COMNAVGRPCHINA did re-evaluate the ISE
type battleship as a destroyer when he reported the naval task force to
CINCPOA as one carrier, two cruisers and three destrojers.'"-k CINCPOA re-
broadcasted COMNAVGRPCHINA's message verbatim at 1-626 to COI13LWESPAC, GTF 77,
COMTHIRDDLT, and all THIRD and SEVENTH Fleet task force conunanders.***
What action, if any, these latter commanders took, except for COMTHIRDFLT, is
not known.

* AAF Operations from China Bases in support of the Leyte Campaigz, let-
ter from Historical Division, Air University Library, USAF Air Univer-
sity, Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama to President, Naval War College,
November 8th, 1950.

** War Diary FIRS' Escort Force, October 1944, WDC Document 161.719, NA 11609.
"*i War Diary 931st Air Group, October is3-31st, 1944, 4DC Document 160151

NA 12319.
**** COMNAVGRPCHINA Dispatch 190558 October 1944 to CINCPAC, info COMSUBPAC.
**** CINCPAC Disep- ,ch 190726 October 1944 to COMSOWESPAC, GTF 77, COYTHIu)Y-

FLT, and All TFC's THIRD and SEVENTH Fleets.
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CHAPTER VI - JAPANESE OPEHITIONS, October l2th.

(A) Operations of CinC Combined Fleet.

Owing to the continuance of the bad weather which had forced him to stop
at Omura, CinC Combined Fleet remained there during the night. He undoubtedly
hoped for better weather with the arrival of daylight so that he might return
to Hiyoshi, which was but 500 miles from Omura. However, he was disappointed
in this reg&rd since the bad weather still obtained and he was forced to
remain at Omura until the following day. While Omura was a major air base,
with modern communica.tion facilities, he could not obtain there - anymore
than he could on Formosa - that detailed knowledge of the overall trend of
the operations which is necessary for the proper exercise of command. Such
information wns available '.o him only at Hiyoshi.

Having learned from his weather reports that weather -orDitions in the
Philippines had improved, CinC Combines "leet correctly assumed - since he
heard nothing to the contrary - that his search planes were making their
scheduled *earches in that area as well as in the Nansei Shoto and Formosa
areas. The improved weather conditions were, of course, not an unmixed
blessing, since the Allied carrier f.rLes would likewise benefit, and the
Philippine airfields would soon be under heavy attack,

He awaited the results of his morning searches with crrrern. He was
especially inter-sted in discovering Allied invasion forces, for, should such
forces be observed within 600 miles of the Philippines (the limit of his air
searches)* and on c.ourses converging on IA yte Gulf, it woald be clear that
the invasior of that area was near, probably within a matter of two or three

days. Such an early invasion would preclude the accomplishment of one of the
principal objectives of the SHO Plan; namely, the prevention of an Allied
landing by the destruction of the invasion forces at the beachhead during the
attempted landing.

Shortly after 0800 he commenced receiving contact reports, principally
from his search planes.

(a) At 0800 three regular carriers, four escort carriers, twelve cruisers

T lhe limiting ranges of the air searches was 650 i-,iles from their bases

but. since the principal bases were about fifty miles from the eastern
coast the effective range became about 600 miles.
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and destroyers and about forty small craft in Lcyte Crulf.*

(b) At 0812 four carriers bearing 090 0 (T), distant 155 miles from Bataan
Peninsula.-* This was corrected sometime later, albeit erroneously, to five
carriers in Latitude 15 0 -20'N, Longitude 123 0 -4O'E.*

It is highly probable that from these contacti he was convinced that the
Allied landing attempt was near, but since a landing would require more
forces than had as yet been located, he took no immdiate action, but awaited
further contact reports.

He also 'Mew about this time that the Philippine airfields had been
heavily hit by Allied carrier-based aircraft (navy sources stated Umore than
160 sorties;f-'** army sources stated "about 720 sorties")."** Actually, ex-
clusive of the support strikes, there were 527 air strikes in the Philippine
area.

At about 0820 he received Commander Western Attack Force ONE dispatch
directing all operational units of that command to move as -apidly as possi-
ble, via Formosa, to the Philippines, and in this movenent, to base at bases
designated in SIXTH Base Air Force DesOpOrds bl (refer-ing to Formosa bases)
and 80 (referring to Philippine Bases).-H*"-W*

About this time his Chief of Staff at Hiyoshi thought it wise to advise
the Commanding Officer NICHIEI MARU as to his plans concerning the oilers
since the question of fuel was of vital importance. He therefore at 0914
stated by dispatch that "(I) Although NICHIEI MARU, KURAWASHI and Escort
No. 25 have been ordered to proceed to Coron for the time being in order to
fuel the FIRST Striking Force request that you issue instructions with regard
to their subsequent movenents. (2) RYOEI MARU, MANJU and MIYAKE are en route
to Mako in order to fuel the SECOND Striking Force. (3) We are negotiating

Commander FIFTH Base Air Force Dispatch 19133 OctobYr 1944 to FIFTH
Base Air Force, Battle Report Addressees, War Diary 103rd Attack Unit
(701st Air Group), October 1944, WDC Document 160358, NA 12592.
Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN, (COMBATDIV 1), Personal Diary,

SENSOROK-U, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th,

1953, Volume II.
Material for Situation IsLimates, FIrst Section Naval General StaffI
October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).

•*M Daily Record of the War S3iuation, October 19th, (iC-FEC Special
Histor.ical Collection, Supporting DocumenLs to General of the Armry
Douglas MacArthur's Historical Ueport on Allied Operations in the
Southwest Pacific Area (Item 4, Footýlocker 10 of 1O, SWPA Series
Vol. II).

114 Commander Western Attack Force ONE Dispatch 190758 October 1941 to
Western Attack Force ONE (Western Attack Force ONE SigDesOpOrd No. 8),
War Diary 252nd Attack Unit, October 1944, WDC Documoent 160258, NA
12592.
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to have the KUROSHIO MARU and TOHO MAR'U transferred to Combined Fleet (ships
allocated to arW, and are., at present, en route, fully loaded, to the home-
land from near Sana; both ships are unable to fuel ships at sea)." (This
dispatch was not received by the NICHIEI MARU until 14i0.)*

Comzencing sometime after 0830, but probably not before 0900 CinC Com-
bined Fleet began receiving numerous contact reports on Allied forces, which
clearly showed that an invasion was not only possible but was actually immi-
nent.** These contacts were:

(a) At 0830 thirty merchant-type ships, escorted by four cruisers or des-.
troyers, on a northwesterly course bearing 1100 (T), distant 180 miles from
Tacloban.

(b) At 0845, three carriers and eight other ships in Latitude 10-051'N,
Longitude 1260 -25'E, (bearing 1300 (T), distant 120 :ailes from Tacloban).

(c) At 0850, one escort carrier, three battleships 6 seven crui.sers, and
several destroyers in Latitude 110-05N, Longitude 127 -05'E, (bearing 0940 (T),.
distant 130 miles from Tacloban).

(d) At 0912, thirty merchant vessels in Latitude 110-15'N, Longitude
126 0-15'E (off the southeastern coast of Samar) on a northerly course

(a) At 0930 three carriers and five battleslnips on a northeasterly course
in Latitude 170 -151N, Longitude 1260 -35'E (280 miles northeast of Lamon Bay),

(f) At 1010 two carriers and two cruisers in Latitude 170-45'N, Longitude
127*-35'E, (about seventy miles bearing 0700 (T) from the group sighted at
0930).

From these sightings CinC Combined Fleet at Omura, as well as his Chief
of Staff at 1iyoshi, could see that nine carriers w( re operating in the vi-
cinity of Lamon Bay, and eleven carriers and escort carriers in the vicinity
of Leyte Gulf. Thus, as of 1010 the number of carriers so far committed by
the Allies to the operations in the Philippines had increased from thirteen
observed on October 16th to the twenty observed on October 19th, of which
twenty, only five had been reported as escort carriers. This would leave
some fifteen large and small carriers, which was one less than the total num-
ber of carriers originally reported as being with Tf 38, although two to
three escort carriers in adlition had been reported as disposed behind TF 38

SCofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 190914 t-ober 1944, to NiCIIIEI MARU, War
Diary NICHIEI MARU Uctober 1944, WDC Document 16O148, NA 1.1838.

• Coimaander FIFTH Base Air Force Dispat.ch 191336 October 1944 to FIFTH Dase
Air Force Battle Addressees, War Di;iry 103Md Attack Unit, (701st Al
Group), October 19A4, WDC Docum.nt 160258, NA .12592.
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for the purpose of supplying replacements of planes and crews.* CinC Com-
bined Fleet must now have arrived once again at the unhappy conclusion that
the Japanese air successes, claimed both by the pilots and by Imperial Head-
quarters itself, were subject to serious revision, for here were the carriers
of TF 38 practically intact. Perhaps he still believed that some Allied
ships had been damaged - in fact, some damaged ships had been sighted on Oct-
ober 15th and 16th - but whether he now believed that any carriers had been
sunk is not known. Perhaps he felt, with COMCRUDIV SEVEN, that CTF 38 had
succeeded in reinforcing what remained of his carrier striking force,** but
since this idea appears to have been expressed by COMCRUDIV SEVEN only, it
is not likely that CinC Combined Fleet entertained this view. Actually up
to this time CTF 38 had received no replacement carriers.

At about 1120 he received Commander SIXTH Base Air Force dispatch instruc-
tions to his command wherein that commander after stating the plans for the
surface forces which plans obviously came, in general, from CinC Girabined
Fleet's 181110, directed his command to (a) deplojy to the Philippines on Oct-
ober 21st or 22nd and (b) launch att!cks beginning October 22nd and 23rd with
the objective of first destroying the Allied carrier task forces and there-
after destroying the remaining naval units.***

This dispatch must have been reviewed with some concern by CinC Combined
Fleet since his instructions to the Combined Fleet had been a purely tenta-
tive outline for planning purposes whereas Commander SIXTH Base Air Force
had apparently accepted them as final.

During the forenoon CinC Combined Fleet received a dispatch from his Chief
of Staff to Comaanier Advance Expeditionary Force, wherein the Chief of Staff,
fully cognizant of the fact that certain submarines of the FIRST Submarine
Force were scheduled to sortie on this date, issued instructions to that comn-
mander, in substance as follows:

As soon as sortie preparations are completed, the Advance Expeditionary
Force w-ll depart the Inland Sea; will proceed at high speed to the waters
east of the central and southern Philippines for the purpose of attacking
the Allied fleet and transport convoys.****

THIRD Section Luperial General Headquarters, Navy Section Dispatch
111255 October 1944, to All Flbt Commanders, WDC Document 161005,
NA 11744ý.

** Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 7, October 23rd - 26, 1944, WDC Document
161005, NA 11744.

*** Commander SIXTH Base Air Force Dispatch 191050 October 1944 to SIX?.{
Base Air Force War Diary Yl3rd Attack Unit, October 1944, WDC Document
160258, NA 12592.

•• Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 361, October 19th, Written Statemnt of Captain
Toshikazu Ohmae, ex-IJN, Senior Staff Officer Mobile Force, received
April 13th, 1953, by Mr. Clarke H. Kawakami, WWII Battle Evaluation
Group, Naval War College.
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At about 1250 he received a contact report reporting that at 1220 a
large group of merchant ships had been sighted in Latitude 080-25'N, Long-
itude 128°-251E* (bearing 130 0 (T) distaut 580 miles from Manila).

Although Japanese dispatches available to this study do not give any
uverall estimate of the number of Allied merchant-type ships approaching the
Philippines area, Japanese naval intelligence data states that as of 1220
there were eleven carriers and 100 transports.** From this it can be infer.oed
that the large group of merchant ships reported at 1220 reportedly consisted
of some forty ships. This inference is substantially correct, for although
the above 1220 contact report was in error to the south about sixty miles,
possibly due to a mistake in the grid reporting system, it was quite accurate
in longitude and distance, and indicated that it referred to the transport
groups of 17 79. The comnosition of TF 79 transport groups ABLE and BAKER
included thirty-eight vessels (26 AP/APA, 8 AK/AKA, 1 APH and 3 AGC) that
might have been reported as transports. Included also in the disposition of
TF 79 were five LSD's and two LSV's.

The Japanese intelligence data referred to-* (a) evaluated the "eleven
carriers and 100 transports", as the "enemy invasion force", (b) listed seven
battleships and twenty transports inside Leyte Gulf (the FOURTH Air Army
listed seven battleships, twenty-one cruisers and destroyers and eighteen
transports)**4 and (c) stated (presumably from radio interception) that at
1140 the Allies had ordered landing operations started in the vicinity of
Dulag. It is assumed that this information was ai'ailable to the Chief of
Staff Combined Fleet anr probably to CinC Combined Fleet as well.

Japanese intelligence sources were correct in evaluating the transports
cited in (a) above as belonging to the enemy invasion force, for at 1220 TF's
78 and 79 were conve•rging on Leyte, TF 78 bearing 1190 (l) distant 103 miles
from the entrance to Leyte Gulf, and TF 79 bearing 1170 (T) distant 150 miles.
Both CTF 78 and CTF 79 believed, even up until this time, that their approach
to Leyte had been undetected.

The information in (b) relative to seven battleships and twenty transports

Commander FIFTH Base Air Force Dispatch 191336 October 19%4 to FIFTH
Base Air Force Battle Report Addressees, War Diary 103rd Attack Unit
October 194", WDOC Document 160258, NA 12592.

* ~Material for Situation Estimates, First Section Naval General Staff,-
October 1944, WDC Doc.ment 216764 (Microfilm).

S* Daily Record of the War Situation, October 19th, 1944, GHQ-FEC Special
Historical Collection, Supporting Documents to General of the ArnW
Douglas MacArthur's Historical Report on Allied Operations in the
Southwest Pacific Area (Item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, SWPA Series Vol.II),
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inside Leyte Gulf was not correct. Instead exclusive of the units off
Dinagat Island there were six battleships, six cruisers, sixteen destroyers,
tweo.ve high speed transports, forty-six minesweepers and several other craft.
There were no merchant type transports.

The reference in (c) to the Allied order at ll4O for landing operations
in the vicinity of Dulag was incorrect since no such operations were ordered

on that day. The misinterpretation of the radio interception by the Japan-
ese can be attributed to the nature of the .Allied operations in the Dulag
area at this time. October 19th marked the second consecutive day that CTG
77.2 had conducted shore bombardment against targets in the Dulag area.

MOREOVER, ALLIED R3CONNAISSANCE OF THE BEACHES OFF DULAG BY THE UDTs
CONCLUDED THE PREVIOUS DAY--AND T1E MINE~51hEPING OPERATIONS-HAD PREVIOUSLY
GIVEN EVERY INDICATION TO JAPANESE OBSERVERS THAT AN AMPHIBIOU3 INVASION IN
THIS LOCALITY WAS IMMINENT. THIS ILLUSTRATES TIEL. FACT THAT IN .IPHIBIOUS
LANDINGS ACROSS DEFENDED BEACH AON AS WHEAN E SUSTAINESD P.RELIMINAIRY BOMHARDIKNT,
MINESWEEOiNG, AND BEACH RECONNAISSANCEE SUSTINE PREQUIRY,, THE ERDENT
OF TACTICAL SURPRISE IS NECESSARILY LOST.

At about this time information was received in Tokyo that the Allies
had 2vded at Tacloban under cover of smoke but had been repulsed.* This
viw•, c_. course, not a landing at all but was instead the UDT Operation
covering the northern beaches wherein Comiander Fire Support Unit North
ascertained the nature of the beach defenses in that area. This was in no
sense a repulse but was instead a planned retirement once the desired infor-
mation had been obtained. Evidently the Japanese at Leyte were not famniliar
with the nature of UDT operations.

At about 1250 he received word that the Allies had, for the taird suc-
cessive day, attacked Cir Nicobar Island and that (1) the attacking force
consisted of two carrierc, two battleships, four cruisers ind three destroy-
ers: (2) it had delivered a gunfire bombardment between 1120 and 1220; and
(3) defending forces had succeeded in sinking one carrier and one destroyer
of this attacking force.** Since he continued to believe that this Car
Nicobar action was purely div-.rsionary, he took no action but left any possi-
ble action to his Comrander SW Area Force who was charged with the naval
phases of the defense.

Also at bout 1250 he received a dispatch from his Chief of Staff to
Comimander Main Force, and presumably to Commanders SW Area Force and FIRST

SDaily Record of the War Situation, October 19th, GHQ-FEC Special Histori-
cal Collection, Supporting Docuvtnts to General of the Army Douglas
MacAr'.hur's Historical Report on Al.' , Operations in the Southwest
Pacific Area (Item 4, Footlocker 10 9. SWPA Series Vol.II).

* Material for Situation Estimates, FI•.. Section, Naval Gen'-ral Staff,
October 1944, WDC Docurment 21676i1 •,, .'ofilm).
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Striking Force as well, stating that under certain circumstances, the
SECOND Striking Force might be returned to the Main Force.* While it is not
explained what caused the Chief of Staff to send this dispatch, it seems
clear that it resulted from an estimate of the situation wherein the Chief

of Staff, after thorou-,hly considering the situation in the Philippines, had
arrived at the opinion that, since the army had not completed plans for
moving tro.ps,u* it was quite possible that the forces he had detached were

in excess of those required for counterlanding operations.

IN ARRIVING AT THE ABOVE DECISION, THE CHIEF OF STAFF COMBINED FLEET HAD
HAD TO DECIDE WHAT TO DO WITH THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE SHOULD ITS SERVICES
NOT HE REQUIRED FOR COUNTERLANDING OPERATIONS. APPARENTLY HE HAD CONSIDERED
AT THIS TIME BUT TWO COURSES OF ACTION. THESE WERE WHETHER (A) TO RETURN IT
TO THE MAIN FORCE, OR (B) TO INCORPORATE IT IN THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE. HE
DECIDED IN FAVOR OF RETJRNING IT TO THE MAIN FORCE FROM WHENCE IT HAD COMW.
HIS REASONS FOR REJECTING COURSE (B) WERE: (1) THE RELATIVELY LOW TRAINING
LEVEL OF THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE WHEN COMPARED WITH THE FIRST STRIKING
FORCE, (2) THE LIMITED STRENGTH (F THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE, BECAUSE OF
WHICH IT COULD NOT CONTRIBUTE SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE PENETRATION OPERATION,
(3) HIS FEAR THAT THE TRANSFER OF THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE TO THE FIUST
STRIKING FORCE WOULD THROW THE OPERATIONS INTO CONFUSION AND WOULD, AT THE
SAME TIME, NECESSITATE INCREASED RADO TRAFFIC WHICH MIGHT DIVULGE JAPANESE
INTENTIONS TO THE ENEMY.*** HE BASED THIS YEAR ON THE FACT THAT THE FIRST

TIONS PLAN HAD ALREADY EVEN DECIDED UPON.

The SHO One plan for the Mobile Force stated that, in the absence of
other orders, "The Main Force will assemble and proceed" to carry out the
Main Force phase of the penetration operation. This was known as Method "1K".
There were four other methods: "OTSU", ,,HEI,, TEI", "BO". Method "OTSU")
which will be discussed later, called for the Main Force to be divided into
two units for the operations. A detachment was to carry out a diversionary
movement in order to facilitate the overall operations.•*ý The other three

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 191220 October, 1944, to Commnander Mainr.

Force, Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO One Operation, October
"20th - 29th, 1944. WDC Document 1610.)5, NA 11744.

SCofS SW Area Force, Dispatch 181640 October 1944 to CinS Combined Fleet,
j Detailed Action Report CiUDIV 16, SHO Operations, October 17th - 27th,

.194", W1C DocunAnt 161005, Nk 11744.
*** Statements of J~panese Officials in World War 11, Vol. IV, Mil itary

History Section, FEC, page 20, Statement of Rear Admir-al Toshitane
Takata, ex-IJN, October 10th, 1944; also Written Statement of Captain
Toslikazu Ohmae, ex-IJN, Senior Staff Offi..er Mobile Force, received
April 13th, 1953, by Mr. Clarke H. Kawakami, World War II Battle
Evaluation Group, Naval. War College.

* Commander Mobile Force Operation Order 76, August. l0th, 1944, Section
IV, Combat Methods, page 12, ATIS Document No. 39, I-art. I, April 22nd,
1945, (NACHI Document.).
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methods had no applicability at this time. Since the Chief of Staff Cora-
bined Fleet did not indicate any method of employment, it seems likely that
he expected that Method "1KO" - which was the normal method - would be em-
ployed by Conmander Mobile Force. Hawever, Commander Mobile Force appears
to have had the authority to initiate either Method "1KO" or Method "OTSU",
depending upon the demands of the situation.

THE REASONS FOR NOT TRANSFERRING THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE TO THE FIRST
STRIKING FORCE, WITH THE POSSIBLE EXCEPTION OF £LHE RELATIVELY LOW TRAINING
LEVEL (REASoN (b) (1), ARE NOT CONSIDERED SOUND.

THE REASON GIVEN IN (b) (2) ABOVE THAT THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE, WOULD
NOT CONTRIBUTE SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE IE NTRATION OPERATION CANNOT BE SUPPOTED
BY THE FACTS. THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE AT THIS TIME (LESS CRUDIV SIXTEEN
WHICH HAD BEEN kETACHED ALTHOUGH IT WAS STILL PART (F THE FIRST STRIKING
FOXE CRUISING DISPOSITION) CONSISTED OF SEVEN BATTLESHIPS, ELEVEN HEAVY
CRUISERS, TWO LIGHT CRUISERS AND NINETEEN DESTROYERS. THIS WAS NOT A VERY
POERFUL FORCE WITH WHICH TO ATTEMPT TO PENETRATE LEYTE GULF AGAINST THE POW-
EFUL ALLIED FCRCES WHICH WOULD BE ARRAYED AGAINST IT. THIS FACT HAD ALREADY
BEEN POINTED OUT BY COMMkNDER MOBILE FORGE WHO HAD RECOMMENDED STRENGTHENING
THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE RATHER THAN WEAKENING IT.*

THE REASONS GIVEN IN (b) (3) ABOVE ARE ALSO OF DOUBTFUL VALIDITY. WHILE
THEY MAY HAVE SEEMED SUFFICIENT TO THE JAPANESE HIGH COMMAND, FROM THE POINT
OF VIEW OF SOUND OPERATIONS THEY LEAVE MUCH TO BL EXPLAINED. FOR EXAMPLE
(A) HOW COULD THE ADDITION OF THE SECOND STRIKING FOhCE, (AND THIS ADITTION
WOULD HAVE BEEN SOLELY BY DISPATCH SINCE THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE WAS EN
ROUTE MAKO), HAVE INTERFERED WITH THE SORTIE PREPARATIONS IN VIEW OF Tlaý FACT
THAT THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE WAS ALREADY AT SEA? (B) WHAT OBJECTION JOUI 0
THERE BE TO CHANGING THE OPERATION PLAN OF THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE 3HOULD,
THE SITUATION WARRANT IT? WOULD THIS NOT BE CORRECT LEADERSHIP? (C) HOW
COULD THE TRANSFER OF THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE TO THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE
NECESSITATE INCREASED RADIO COMMUNICATIONS OF SERIOUS CONSEQUENCE? ANY DIS-
PATCHES CONCERNING THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE, IF NECESSARY, COULD HAVE BEEN
SENT BY COMMANDER FIRST STRIKING FORCE TO BRUNEI BY SHIP-BASED AIR AND FROM
BRUNEI BY RADIO TO THJ SECOND STRIKING FORCE AND FINALLY, (D) HOW COULD THE
OPERATION BE THROWN IrJTO CONFUSION? THE COMMANDERS WERE LONG EXPERIENCED IN
WARFARE (A VICE ALMIR-IL COMMANDED THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE) AND ALL WERE
THOROUGHLY FAMILIAR WITH CURRENT JAPANESE ORDERS AND DOCTRINES, ALTHOUGH NOT
NECESSARILY SO WITH ANY SPECIAL ORDERS OR DIRECTIVES OF THE FIRST STRIKING
FORCE, IF SUCH EXISTED. PERHAPS IT WAS HEE THAT THE THOUGHT OF CONFUSION
AROSE.

PERHAPS THE FACT THAT COMMANDER SECOND STRIKING FORCE WAS NEXT SENIOR

* Mo'bile Force Memorandum Concerning Tactical Organization of Mobile Force,
September 10th, 1944, Department of AraW t'istorical Division MLicrofilm
11-26, Item A.
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TO COMMAN•ER FIRST STRIKING FORCE AND WOULD AUTOMATICALLY SUCCEED TO COM-
MAND WAS IH MOTIVATING FACTOR FOR NOT INCLUDING THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE
IN THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE. THE JAPANESE HIGH CO1FAND CONSIDERED THAT
COMBATDIV ONE* WAS T{E BEST SUITABLE RELIEF AS C0MANDER FIRST STRIKING
FORCE. COMBATDIV ONE HAD BEEN CHIEF (" STAFF TO CINC COWINED FACET, AD-
MIRAL ISOROKU YAMAMOTO, IJN, UNTIL THE LATTERIS IEATH, APRIL 187H, 1943.**

At about 1406 CinC Combined Fleet received a dispatch from Cozmander
FIFTH Base Air Force which gave a summary of the contacts received that day
which summary increased the number of carriers off Lamon Bay by one (i.e.
from nine to ten), and a report. that, as of 1330, the Philippines had been
attacked by a total of twenty-five aircraft of which thirteen had struck
Clark Field slightly damaging some of the Japanese planes there.•** This
latter report was probably received with considerable skepticism by CinC
Combined Fleet because the Allied air strikes throughout the forenoon had
struck the Philippines in far greater strength than twenty-five planes and
reports thereon must have reached Hiyoshi and Omura.

At about 1408 he likely knew that as of 0800 the SIXTH Base Air Force
s strength on Formosa consisted of 395 planes of which 223 were operational.**"*

Also arvand this time he knew that the Allied attack on Car Nicobar
Island was continuing; that the attacking force which was reported as the

SBritish EIGHTH Fleet consisted of two carriers, two battleships, four cruis-
ere and three destroyers; that a gunfire bombardment had been made on Car

SNicobar between -120 arA 1220 and that the Car Nicobar defense had sunk one
carrier and one destroyer.

At about 1721 he rtcolwvd the Chief of Staff SW Area Force Dispatch
191651 wherein that commander advised Commander SECOND Striking Force and
COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN that the Southern Army planned to move about three battal-
ions of reinforcements from the Visayas area to Leyte Island and that orders
thereon would be issued after the SECOND Striking Force and CRUDIV SIXTEEN
had completed plans for moving to the Philippines.***** COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN
received this dispatch at 18OO.*****

* Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN.
Information compiled by Captain Toshikazu Ohmae, ex-IJN, Japanese
Research Division, Military History Section, GHQ-FEC, relating to
Penetration Operations of FIRST Striking Force, Battle for Leyte Gulf,
contained in GHQ-FEC, Military History Section letter to President,
U.S. Naval War College, M,.rch 30th, 1954.

N*• Commander FIFTH Base Air Force Dispatch 191336 October 1944 to FIFTH
Ba&s Air Force Battle Report Addressees, War Diary 103rd Attack Unit
701st Air Group), Octobe- 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.

*31* C.Commander SIXTH Base Air Force Dispatch 191338 October 1944 to SIXTH
Base Air Force, War Diary Kokubu Detachment, 193rd Attack Unit (701st
Air Group), October 13th - 31st, 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.

i**•4 CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 191651 October 1944 to Commanders SECOND
Striking Force and CRUDIV 16, Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO
Operations, October 17th - 27th, ]944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
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Sometime during the afternoon he likely received additional intelligence
reports from Army aircraft which reported sightings as follows:

(a) Three cruisers and eight transports of numerous sizes in Humboldt
Bay, Hollandia.*

(b) At 1300 about seventy combat ships, including six carriers, fourteen
battleships, twenty cruisers, and thirty destroyers, plus thirty transports
of various sizes and two hospital ships, in Seeadler Harbor, Manus, Admiralty
Islands.**

While data available to this analysis does not show fully how many Allied
ships were in Humboldt Bay, it is known that TG 78.8 (Reinforcement Group
THREE), oonsisting of some thirty-two ships, including four escort frigates,
was present at Hollandia. Tis indicates that the Hollandia report was at
least fifty percent accurate. However, data available on the shipping in the
Admiralties is complete. This data shows that the contact report in (b)
above was very incorrect, since there were no carriers, battleships nor
cruisers at Manus or elsewhere in the Admiralties at this time.***

CinC Combined Fleet could now estimate the strength of the Allied effort.
He knew, if his sightings were reasonably accurate, that the Allies had com-
bat ships as follows: (a) in the Leyte area: six carriers, five e car-
riers, ten battleships and a minimum of thirty cruisers and destri (b)
off Luzon (Lamon Bay): ten carriers, five battleships, and minimur
destroyers, which latter figure was obviously erroneous since the
task groups would be screened by many more destroyers; (c) in the
ties: six carriers, fourteen battleships, twenty cruisers, and th-
troyers; (d) at Humboldt Bay: three cruisers. Naturally, since th
reportedly eighty transports at Humboldt Bay and no destroyers, he iat
the destroyer figure was probably erroneous since it was urn3ike]y tL
transports would sortie without antisubmarine screens which might be oy-
era. Thus, in summary, his command had sighted a total of +wenty-two large
carriers, five escort carriers, twenty-nine battleships and a minimum of
eighty-five cruisers and destroyers, which summation, at least in carriers
and battleships, based on Japanese intelligence, was excessive.

He could also estimate that if half of these carriers were large car-
riers (CV) with a complement of ninety-six planes, half small carriers (CVL)
with thirty-three planes, and if the five escort carriers carried thirty
planes each, then should all forces concentrate in the Leyte area, he would

* Material for Situation Estimates, First Section Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Decument 216764 (Microfilm).

**, Appended Chart One to Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO Operations,
October 20th - 29th, 1944, VMC Document 161005, NA 11744.

,•&* War Diary Commander Naval Base Manus, Admiralty Islands, October 1944.
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be opposed by roughly 1569 planes which was far more planes than he had
operational that morning (538),* or even available (897), in both the FIFTH
and SIXTH Base Air Forces. On the other hand, he could estimate that (a)
should the force in the Admiralties fail to join up-this was likely since
the Admiralties are about 1500 miles from Leyte--hA would be opposed by six-
teen carriers, five escort carriers, fifteen batt1 .. hips, thirty-five cruis-
ers and destroyers and 1182 planes and (b) should the Main Force succeed in
enticing the Allied carrier force presently off Luzon away to the northeast
from the objective area and thereby deny it an opportunity to employ its
strength in opposition to the penetration operation, he would reduce considel-
ably the Allied surface ship superiority shown in (a) and would then be oppos-
ed by six carriers, five escort carriers, ten battleships and thirty cruisers
and destroyers (excluding the three cruisers iL, Humboldt Bay) and 537 planes.

To oppose this latter Allied force he had (a) in the FIRST Striking Force
(including CRUDIV SIXTEEN still in comparn and including oile. group escorts
MICHISHIO and NOWAKI), seven battleships, thirty-five cruisers and destroy-
ers, (b) SECOND Striking Force, (less CRUDIV SIXTEEh) three cruisers, veven
destroyers, (a) in the Main Force, nine carriers, two hermaphrodite battle-
ships, eleven cruisers and destroyers. Thus, in suirmary, his command con..
sisted of a total of nine carriers, seven battleships, two hermaphrodite
battleships, fifty-aix cruisers &nd destroyers. However, he knew that (a)
of these nine carriers but four were ready for sea and these four would be
equipped with understrength air griups, and (b) while he had available a
total of 538* operational land-based aircraft to support his operations in
the Leyte area the Allies had none nearer than Morotai. He also knew that,
insofar as the penetration operation was concerned, which, of course, was
the basic operation by which the objective of preventing an Allied landing
in the Leyte area was to be accomplished, he would oppose the Alled forces
in Leyte Gulf with the FIST Striking Force only. Thus, if all went well, he
would oppose the Allied six fleet carriers and five escort carriero with
their 537 planes, their ten battleships and thirty cruisers and destroyers,
with seven battleships, thirty-five cruisers and destroyers and 538• opera-
tional aircraft of the FIFTH and SIXTH Base Air Forces, plus the linited air-
craft of the FOURTH Air Ar&W. It seems probable that he felt that, with
good luck, he might have a chance of success.

HOWEVER, IN ESTIMATING HIS CHANCES OF SUCCESS IT SEES)4 CLEAR THAT Rk
REALIZED THAT THE ABOVE ESTIMATES 14ER PURELY NUMERICAL AND THAT THE CHAP•AC-
TER O THE THEATER MIGHT WELL HAVE AN IMPORTANT INFLUENCE ON THE PENETRATION
OPERATION, SINCE THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE WOULD HAVE TO PASS THROUGH RESTRICT-
ED WATERS WHERE IT MIGHT LOSE TEMPORARILY ITS FREEDOM OF ACTION, AND WHERE
ALSO IT MIGHT SUFFER SERIOUS DAMAGE FROM ALLIED AIR POWER AND SUEMARINES,
THEREBY JEOPARDIZING ITS ABILITY TO CARRY OUT THE PENETRATION OPERATION.

SIXTH Base Air Force figures are not -'orrected for (a) oper.tional losses

subsequent to 0719 October 17th believed to have been negligible, (b) re-
placement aircraft which may have been received but also believed to have
been negligible and (c) planes returned to the Main Force, number not
known; it is known however, that 89 planes of the 6,3rd and 634th Air
Groups, all or some of which had been transferred back from the SIXTH Base
Air Force, were embarked in CARDIV 3 upon its sortie.
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SOMETIME DURING THE DAY THE CHIEF OF THE NAVAL GENERAL STAFF INFORMED
THE CHIEF OF THE ARMY GENERAL STAFF* THAT THE NAirf WAS MAKING PREPARATIONS
FOR THE COMBINED FLEET PENETRATION INTO LEYTE GULF.** WHY HE FELT THAT IT

WAS NECESSARY SO TO ADVISE THE ARMY IS NOT UNDERSTOOD, SINCE THE PENETRATION
OPERATION WAS THE HEART OF THE COMBINED FLEET SHO ONE PLAN. ACTUALLY THE
ARMY WELL KNEW THAT THE NAVY WAS PLANNING DECISIVE BATTLE, FOR ON THE PRE-
CEDING DAY (OCTOBER 181H) THIS FACT HAD BEEN ENTERED IN THE DAILY RECORD OF
THE FOURTH. AIR ARMY.•A*

THE CHIEF OF THE ARMY GENERAL STAFF TO THE SURPRISE OF THE NAVY DISAP-
PROVED OF THIS ACTION AT THIS TIME AND BY SO DOING TOOK A STAND AGAINST THE
STRATEGY WHICH HE HAD HERETOFORE SUPPORTED, I.E., "THAT THE CORRECT STRATEGY
FOR THE DVFENSE OF LEYTE WAS TO EMPLOY THE FULL CONCERTED STRENGTH OF THE
SEA AND AIR ARMS TOGETHER WITH THE GROUND TROOPS LOCALLY AVAILABLE." INSTEAD
HE NOW4 PROPOSED THAT THE NAVY ADOPT A POLICY OF CONSERVING FLEET STRENGTH.**
SINCE THIS WAS A NEGATION OF THE SHO ONE PLAN, AND SINCE SUCH NEGATION COULD
HAVE SERIOUS AND FAR-REACHING CONSEQUENCES, THE CHIEF OF THE NAVAL GENERAL
STAFF DID NOT IMMEDIATELY ACCEPT OR REJECT THE ARMY RECOMMENDATION, BUT
AGREED TO DISCUSS THE MATTER.

AS A CONSEQUENCE, REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ARMY GENEAL STAFF AND THE NAVAL
G•NERAL STAFF MET THAT EVENING IN TOKYO. NEITHER THE CHIEF OF THE ARMY GEN-
ERAL STAFF NOR THE CHIEF OF THE NAVAL GENERAL STAFF ATTENDED THE MEETING.**
IN VIEW OF THE SERIOUS NATURE OF THE MATTER UNDER DISCUSSION, DOES THIS NOT
SEEN SURPRISING? CERTAINLY IN THE UNITED STATES AT THIS TIME, WHEN MATTERS
OF SUCH IMPORTANCE WERE UNDER DISCUSSION, THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF, IN PER-
SON, WOULD HAVE ATTENDED SUCH A MEETING AND WOULD NOT HAVE LEFT THEM TO BE
DISCUSSED BY SUBORDINATES.

AT THE MEETING. THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NAVAL GENERAL STAFF STATED,
IN SUBSTANCE, THAT (A) THE NAVY WISHED TO CARRY OUT THE LEYTE PENETRATION
OPERATION IN ORDER TO DESTROY THE ALLIED INVASION FORCES; (B) AS A CONSE-
QUENCE OF THIS ACTION, A DECISIVE FLEET ENGAGENENT MIGHT OCCUR; (C) IF THE
NAVY DID NOT FIGHT IT OUT NOW, IT WOULD BE FORCED BACK TO JAPANESE WATERS
AND WOULD MEET THE FATE OF THE ITALIAN NAVY; AND (D) IF THE NAVY DID NOT
TAKE THE OFFENSIVE NOW, THE WAR WOULD BE LOST. THEY FURTHER POINTED OUT
THAT THE NAVY MINISTER*' APPROVED OF THIS PLAN.

* General Yoshijiro Umezu, IJA.

** Written Statement of Captain Toshikazu Ohmae, ex-IJN, Senior Staff
Officer Mobile Force, received April 13th, 1953, by Mr. Clarke H.
Kawakami, World War II Battle Evaluation Group, Naval War College.

*-* Daily Record of the War Situation, GQ-FEC Special Historical
Collection, Supporting Documents to General of the Arnm Douglas
MacArthur's Historical Report of Allied Operations in the Southwest
Pacific Area (Item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, SWPA Series Vol. II).

**** Admiral Mitsumasa Yonai, IJN.

1rVt nIAL
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THE REPRESENTATIVES CF THE ARMY GENERAL STAFF IN REPLY STATED, IN SUB-
STANCE, THAT THE ARMY DESIRED THE NAVY TO REFRAIN FROM AN OPERATION WHICH
WOJLD RISK DESTRUCTION OF THE FLEET, SINGE (A) THE CHANCES OF SUCCESS WERE
SLIGHT; (B) SHOULD THE FLEET BE DESTROYED, 11E ALLIES WOULD GAIN CONTROL OF
THE SOUTH CHINA SEA AND THE EAST CHINA SEA; AND (C) SINCE MIl COMBINED FLEET
HAD NO CARRIER AIRCRAFT, A PART OF THE LAND-BASED AIR STRENGTH WOULD HAVE TO
BE DIVERTED TO PROVIDE AIR COVER FOR THE FLEET, WHICH WOULD EE DISADVANTA-
GEOUS. THEY FURTHER STATED TFAT, EVEN IF T=E NAVY SUFFERED THE FATE OF THE
ITALIAN NAVY, IT COULDNIT BE HELPED.*

THIS MEETING ADJOURNED WITHOUT HAVING REACHED ANY CONCLUSIONS WHATSO-
EVER.*

THE NAVYIS CONCEPT WAS THE MORE CORRECT, SINCE, AS HAS BEEN POINTED OUT
SIN VOLUME I OF THIS ANALYSIS, THE JAPANESE HIGH COMMAND CONSIDERED THAT IT

* WAS ESSENTIAL TO JAPAN'S SURVIVAL IN TI12 WAR TO DEFEND THE LINES OF COMMUNI-
CATION BETWEEN THE HOMELAND AND THE SOUITHERN RESOURCES AREA, WHICH INCLUDED
THE NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES, MALAYA, BURMA, AND, TO A DEGREE, THE PHILIPPINES.
THIS WAS SO FOR MANY REASONS, BUT INSOFAR AS THE NAVY WAS CONCERNED IT WAS
VITAL, BECAUSE THE OIL STOCKS IN THE EMPIRE WERE VERY LOW INDEED. IN FACT,
IT WAS THIS SHORTAGE OF FIEL IN THE EMPIRE WHICH HAD FORCED CINC COMBINED
FLEET TO BASE HIS FIRST STRIKING FORCE AT LINGGA - SINGAPORE IN THE FIRST
PLACE. THE JAPANESE NAVY, AT LEAST, REALIZED THAT SHOULD JAPAN LOSE IN THE
PHILIPPINES, THE SHIPPING LANES TO THE SOUTH WOULD BE COMPLETELY CUT OFF.
IN THIS CASE, EVEN IF IT SHOULD SUCCEED IN RETURNING TO JAPANESE WATERS, THE
FLEET WOULD BE UNABLE TO OBTAIN ITS FUEL SUPPLY, AND IF IT REMAINED IN SOUTH-
ERN WATERS IT WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO OBTAIN SUPPLIES OF AMMUNITIOq AND ARMS.**
IT IS PRESUMABLY THIS VERY FACT WHICH CAUSED THE REP!iESENTATIVES OF THE NAVAL
GENERAL STAFF TO STATE THAT IF THEY DID NOT NOW ENGAGE IN DECISIVE BATTLE FOR
TIE PHILIPPINES, THEY WOULD IEET THE FATE OF THE ITALIAN NAVY, WHICH HAD BEEN
SURRENDERED TO THE ALLIES.

THE ARMY'S CONCEPT, ON THE OTHER HAND, SHOWED LITTLE APPRECIATION OF THE
NAVY'S ROLE IN WAR AND OF WHAT IS MEANT BY CONTROL OF THE SEA. THE XAkf
SEEMED TO THINK OF THE JAPANESE FLEET AS A YFLEET IN MEING", AND APPEARED TO
HOLD THE VIEW THAT ITS PRESENCE NEAR THE OBJECTIVE AREA, EVEN THOUGH IT WAS
INFERIOR TO THE ALLIED FLEET, WOULD PRODUCE A PROFOUND EFFECT UPON ALLIED
ACTION. THEY APPEARED TO BELIEVE THAT SUCH AN INFERIOR "FLEET IN BEING"
WOULD BE ACCEPTED BY THE ALLIES AS A SUFFICIENT DETERRENT TO AT LEAST DELAY
THEIR OPERATIONS, IF NOT STOP THEM. THEY SEEMED TO F)EL THAT THE JAPANESE
NAVAL FORCES, SO LONG AS THEY EXISTED, WOULD BE ABLE rO PROVIDE SUPPLIES OF

* Written Statement of CapLain Toshikazu Ohmae, ex-IJN, Senior Staff
Officer Mobil) Force, received April 13th, 1953, by Mr. Clarke H.
Kawakami, Wori'd War II battle Evaluaiion Group, Naval War College.

* Campaigns of the Pacific War, United States Strategic Bombing Survey
(USSBS) 1946, pages 3, 280, 281.
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ISN AND MATERIALS TO THE VARIOUS ISLAND BASES ALONG THE PHILIPPINES-FORMOSA-
NANSEI SHOTO-KYUSHU LINE. SUCH, OF COURSE, WAS NOT THE CASE, AND HAD NOT
BEEN THE CASE THROUGHOUT THE ALLIED ADVANCE IN THE CENTRAL PACIFIC. THE
FACT THAT THE JAPANESE FLEET WAS IN BEING HAD NOT PREVENTED THE ALLIED MOVE-.

MENT ACROSS THE CENTRAL PACIFIC, NOR HAD IT PREVENTED THE PRESENT ATTACK ON
LEYTH. THE ARMY, WHILE IT REALIZED THAT THE NAVY OPERATED ON OIL, AND THAT
WITHOUT OIL ITS OPERATIONS WOULD BE STOPPED, COULD NOT REALIZE THAT FAILURE
TO DEFEAT THE ALLIED FORCES IN THE LEYTE OPERATION WOULD AUTOMATICALLY CAUSE
THE ALLIES TO GAIN COMMAND OF THE SEA. THEY DID NOT APPRECIATE THE FACT
THAT WITH THE LOSS OF THE PHILIPPINES, ALLIED AIR POWER OPERATING FROM LAND
BASES THERE, AND ALLIED SEA P(X1ER WOULD BE ABLE 'TO GAIN SUCH CONTROL OF THE
SOUTH CHINA SEA THAT JAPANES LINES OF COMMUNICATION TO THE SOUTH WOULD BE
SEVERED AND THE FLOW OF OIL STOPPED COMPLETELY. TIHIS WOULD NOT ONLY RENDER
THE JAPANESE NAVY VIRTJALLY HELPLESS, BUT WOULD HAVE A SIMILAR EFFECT ON

AIRCRAFT IN AIR OPERATIONS. TkIUS IT WOULD COMPLETELY CUT OFF THOSE ISLAND
BASES THEY HOPED TO DEFEND.

THE ARMY'S RELUCTANCE TO EMZPLOY IAND-BASED AIRCRAFT IN SUPPORT OF NAVAL
OPERATIONS IS ANOTHER INDICATION OF THE FAILURE OF THE ARMY HIGH COMMAND TO
APPRECIATE THE VITAL IMPORTANCE OF SEAPOWER TO THE DEFENSE OF THE PHILIPPINES
AND THEREFORE '0 THEIR OWN SECURITY AND TO THE, SUCCESS OF THEIR OWN OPERA-
TIONS. THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND THAT TlIE BEST METHOD OF DFFENDING THE PHIL-
IPPINES WAS TO DEFEAT DECISIVELY THE ALLIED NAVAL FORCES AT THE TIME OF LAND-
ING IN WHICH CASE THOSE ALLIED GROUND FORCES WHICH HAD SUCCEEDED IN LANDING
WOULD BE EASILY DESTROYED. THEREFORE THE IMPORTANCE CF SUPPLYING AIR COVER
FOR THE FLEET SHOULD HAVE BEEN OBVIOUS. IN THIS CONNECTION IT WILL BE RE-
MEMBERED THAT NOil OF THE JAPANESE SURFACE FORCES EXCEPTING THE MAIN FORCE
WERE ABLE TO PROVIDE THEIR OWN AIR COVER.

Sometime during the day, CinC Combined Fleet learned that Hitler had
ordered all German males between the a~es of sixteen and sixty into the
newly-organized defense arqr.* This was a serious development, since it in-
dicated that the situation of the Axis powers in Europe was becoming desper-
ate and that Japan could expect even less assistance from that quarter.

Also sometime during the day CinC Combined Fleet learned that six sub-
marines, the 1- 3 8, 1-41, 1-44, I-46, 1-53 and the RQ-43, had departed for
waters east of luzon in accordance with orders issued on October 17th. All
of these submarines made effective departures with the exception of the 1-44,
which developed mechanical trouble and returned to base.

It is likely that about 180O CinC Combined Fleet received word that a
five-plane air attack group from Mabalacat Field (one of the Clark group of
airfields) had scored direct hits on one or two enen7y battleships.

* Material for Situation Estimates, First Section Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).
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At 1743 he ordered the Commanding Officer KAIYO to connand the transport
group consisting of the KAIY1O, RYUHO, MOMO and UME from DESD!" FORTY-ThrEE
and thz MO'._ (and possibly the KAYA) since that appekrs later .n this com-
mand. He further ordered him to proceed from Kure via Sasebo to Kiirun,
Formosa for the purpose of transporting armaments and material for the re-
construction of the 61st Air Depot.*

By nightfall Imperial General Headquarters (Arnr Section) had received
intelligence, source not available to this analysis, that the Allies had in
tht Leyte area twenty-eight large carriers (CV), fourteen smKll carriers
(CVL), forty converted carriers (CVE), eleven battleships, twenty-two crui-
sers, thirty-five destroyers and 120 escort ships,**

If this intelligence was made available to CinC Combined Fleet, it is
nr't beLieved that he accepted it in its entirety since it numbered carriers
far in exCes3 of any Japanese naval intelligence figures heretofore received
or shown in Japanese naval intelligence reportu for this day. It seems mort
probable that he accepted the estimate of eneny strength derived from the
contact reports and forwarded by Conmander FIFTH Base Air Force at 1336,*t*
evietk though this estimate likewise was still far in excess of any previous
Jap•. ese Naval Intelligence estimate. It also seems more probable that the
Army High Command for similar reasons likewise did not accept it in its
entirety.

At about 2300 he rmceived a dispatch (received by COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN at
0030 the following morning) from the Chief of Staff SW Area Force wherein the
Chief of Staff,**** presumably in reply to CinC Cumbined Fleet dispatch
191220, stated in part that, since (a) the Southern Aruy had not yet decided
as to the finU! reinforcement plan for Leyte, but had estimated that the
first echelon would number two battalions, and (b) this would require only
CRUDIV SIXT7LEN and about two transports., he could !ee no objection to employ-
ing the -emainder of the SECOND Striking Force, less two destroyers, in sup-
port of either the FIRST Striking Force or the Main Force.

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 3.91743 October 1944 to all ships concerned
(Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 477), War Diary DESRON 11, October 1944, WDC
Documert 161715, NA 12712.

** Daily Record of War Situation, October 19th, GHQ-FEC Special Historical
Collection, Supporting Documents to General of the Army Douglas
MacArthur's 1Listorical Report on Allied Operations in the Southwest
Pacific Area (Item 4 Footlocker 10 of 10 SWPA Series Vol.II),

*** Commander FIFTH Base Air Force Dispatch 191336 October 1944 to FIFTH
Base Air Force Battle Raport Addressees, War Diary 103rd Attack Unit,
(701st Air Group) Cctober 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.

** CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 192230 October 194 to CinC Combirvd Fleet,
Petailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th,
1944, WDC Dccument 161005, NA 11744.
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He further stated that. the Army had not decided a--, yet whether to make
a counterlanding (in eastern Leyte), or to land reinforcements on the Leyte
west coast, but that, in his opinion, the troops should be landed on the west
coast in conjunction with and only slightly behind the penetration of the

iFIRST Striking Force.*

THE REDUCTION AT THIS TIME OF THE SOUTHERN ARMY'S PLANNED INITIAL REIN-
FORCEMENTS TO LEYTE OF FROM THREE BATTALIONS AT 1651 TO TWO BATTALIONS AT
2230 (OBVIOUSLY COUNTERLANDINGS WERE TO BE ON A VERY LIMITED SCALE), AND THE
FACT THAT CINC SOUTHERN ARMY HAD NOT AS YET DECIDED WHERE TO LAND THESE REIN-
FORCEMENTS, CLEARLY 1NDICATES THAT JAPANESE ARMY S14O ONE PREPARATIONS IN THE
PHILIPPINES TO COUNTER AN ALLIED LANDING IN THE LEYTE-SAMAR AREA WERE IN A
MOST UNSETTLED STATE. UNDER JAPANESE POLICY, IT WAS POSSIBLE FOR SUCH OPERA-
TIONS, EVEN WITHOUT A DIRECTIVE BY IMPERIAL GENERAL HEADQUARTERS (ARMY SEC-
TION), TO BE PLANNED AND EXECUTED BY CINC SOUTHERN ARMY AND BY HIS C.G. FOUR-
TEENTH AREA ARMY, WHO WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE PHILIPPINES.**

(1) Operations of Commander Mobile Force, October 19th.

Commander Mobile Force remained in the ZUIKAKU at Oita Anchorage and
continued expediting the preparation of the ships of the Main Force and their
air groups for the sortie on the following day.

At 0800 he shifted his flag to the OYODO. At 0810, in the OYODO., he
departed for Yashima Anchorage,*** where he planned to conduct an operations
conference with his conmanders there.

At 0831 in accordance with Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's tentative
-outline of future operations*•-** he advised the Mobile Force as to the plan
of movement of the Main Force in substance about as follows: "The Main Force
will advance to the area northeast of the Philippines by X-1 or X-2 and will
launch an air attack." (The date of the penetration by the FIRST Striking
Force is designated as X-day).

Since the OYODO had been refitted in 1944 as the flagship of CinC
Combined Ioeet it is probable that while en route to Yashima Anchorage Com-
mander Mobile Force received many of the contact reports on Allied invasion

• Cof S SW Area Force Dispatch 192230 October 1944 to CinC Combined

Fleet, Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th -
27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

• Written Statenent of Captain Toshikazu Ohmae, ex-IJU, Senior Staff
Officer Mobile Force, received April 13th, 1953, by Mr, Clarke H.
Kawakami, World War II Battle Evaluation Group, Naval War College.
War Diary OYODO, October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.

• G Cof6 Combined Fleet Dispatch 181110 October 1944 to CsofS Major Com-
mands Combined Fleet, Detailed Action Report Main Force SHO One Opera-
tion, October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

-340-



_____ _____ COM MOBILE FORCE

shipping in the vicinity of Leyte, and the contact reports on carriers off
Lamon Bay, which showed definitely that an invasion was to be expected
shortly. Although he had as yet received no orders other than the tentative
outline issued by the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet on the preceding day,
which, among other items, set X-day as October 24th, directed the Main Force

* to advance to the area east of Luzon on X-1 or X-2 day, and directed him to
fix the time of sortie of the Main Force to conform to this schedule, he now
knew that, failing other orders, he would have to continue to act on the
basis of this tentative outline, since this was based on the earliest pene-
tration time for the FIRST Striking Force. He also knew that he would not
be required to sortie before October 20th, since he planned to receive the
last of his air groups on the morning of that day.* This was within the time
-limitations of the tentative outline.

He arrived at Yashima Anchorage at 1200.** Here he received those
contact reports and important dispatches which he may not have received on
the OYODO. He promptly held his operational conference with his commanders
there. While the agenda for this conference is not available, it is assumed
that he discussed primarily Main Force OpOrd No. 1*- and the plans for sor-
tie. This would have included, among other things, the manner in which the
sortie of the Main Force was to be conducted, the hour of sortie, the anti-
submarine operations preliminary to and during the sortie, the plan of move-
ment to the objective area, tne proposed operations in support of the diver-
sionary objective, and the numerous matters relating to carrier operations,
which, because of the lack of recent training of his screening forces in
carrier operations, were bound to arise. In support of this assumption are
the various dispatches which he or his subordinates issued later on this day
or on the following day conce±-ing these very matters.

Also, since during this conference he likely, at about 1250, received
a dispatch from the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet"-9** stating that, under
certain circumstances, the SECOND Striking Force might be returned to the
Main Force, it seems probable that he discussed this matter with his conmand-
ers as well,

In studying the contact reports which he had received during his
stay at Yashima, he undoubtedly noted with particular interest the reported
location of the Allied carriers; nine in the vicinity of Lamon Bay and eleven,

* Commander Main Force Dispatch 182055 October 1944 to COMDESDIV 61, 653rd
and 931st Air Groups, COMDESRON 11 (Main Force DesOpOrd :11), War Diary
ZUIHO, October 1944, WDTC Document 161636, NA 11973.

* War Diary OYODO, October 1944, VDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
•-• Detailed Action Report No. 2 OYODO, SHO One Operations, October 20th -

28th, 1944, WDC Document 161007.
•-3* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 191220 October 1944 to Commander Main

Force, Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO One Operation, October
20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
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including escort carriers, in the vicinity of Leyte Gulf. His objective,
of course, was to divert these carriers - at least those off Lamon Bay -
away to the northeast* so that they would be unable to support the Allied
forces in the Leyte area. He was concerned lest the carriers off Lamon Bay
should decide to move farther south,* in which case he would have a longer
distance to travel in order to get into a diversionary position. He was
also concerned about the location of these carriers because, owing to the
difficulty of night sortie through Bungo Suido, he was forced to make a day-
light sortie. He therefore was anxious to sortie as early as practicable tn
order to Acilitate his contact with the eney.

Upon completion of this conference, he returned to Oita, apparently
by air, and hoisted his flag in the ZUIKAKU. The OYODO remained at Yashimt.*

It seems likely that it was at this time that he hold his conferences
with his carrier commanders and possibly with the commandiers of his air groups
concerning the air phases of the forthcoming operations.**

During the remainder of the day, he pondered over the employment of
the SECOND Striking Force, should it be returned to his connand.

HE UNDOUBTEDLY REALIZED THAT (A) CONSIrERATIONS OF FUEL (REFUELING
WOULD EE REQUIRED) AND DISTANCE (IT WAS ABOUT 800 MILES FROM THE SECOND
STRIKING FORCE TO THE INLAND SEA) WOULD NOT PERMIT THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE
TO REJOIN THE MAIN FORCE PRIOR TO THE LATTER'S SORTIE FROM THE INLAND SEA,
AND (B) IT WAS SCARCELY POSSIBLE FOR THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE TO REJOIN THE
MAIN FORCE AFTER THE MAIN FORCE'S SORTIE FROM THE INLAND SEA BECAUSE (1) THE
FUTURE MANEUVERS INCIDENT TO ENTICING THE ALLIED CARRIER FORCE TO THE NOPTh-
EAST COULD NOT BE FORECAST WITH DEFINITE ASSURANCE NOW OR LATER AND (2) ONCE
HE HAD SORTIED IT WAS LIKELY THAT HE COULD NOT BREAK RADIO SILENCE TO LESIG-
NATE A RENDEZVOUS LEST HE GIVE AWAY HIS POSITION PREMATURELY TO THE ENE)M.
UNDER THESE CONDITIONS HE WOULD BE FORCED, WHETHER HE WISHED TO DO SO OR NOT,
TO OPERATE THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE SEPARATELY AND IN COOPERATION WITH THE
MAIN FORCE RATHER THAN IN THE MAIN FORCE DISPOSITION, AND HE PREPARED DESOP-
ORD No. 62 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS DECISION. THE JAPANESE TERMED AN OPERA-
TION OF THIS NAUJRE A STRATEGICAL ENVELOPMENT-THAT IS, THE USE OF FORCES
WHICH HAVE PREVIOUSLY BEEN DISPOSED ON EXTERIOR LINES AND WHICH ARE CONVERGED

Commander Mobile Force UpOrd No. 76, August 10th, 1944, Section II,

Concrete Operational Policy, ATIS Document No. 39, Part I, April 22nd
1945, page 5 (NACHI Document); also Main Force OpOrd No. 1, Detailed
Action Report No. 2 OYODO, SHO One Operation, October 20th - 28th, 1944,
WDC Document 161007.

** Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO One Operation, October 20th -
29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

*** War Diary OYODO, October 19th, 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
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ON THE FIELD OF BATTLE.* ACTUALLY, AS WILL BE SHOWN LATER, COMMANDER MOBILE
FORCE VISUALIZED A SINGLE ENVELOPMENT WHERE THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE WOULD
BE A LURE DESIGNPD TO DIVERT THE ALLIED CARRIERS IN ITS DIRECTION SO THAT
THE MAIN FORCE MIGHT EFFECT A SURPRISE AIR ATTACK FROM THE FLANK.

At about 1915 Commander Mobile Force received a dispatch from Com-
mander 653rd Air Group to CARDIV THREE :oncernirg the embarkation of aircraft
on the carriers of CARDIV THR1.E. In this dispatch the Commander 653rd Air
Group advised that aircraft would be flown aboard the carriers as follows:

(a) ZUI!AKU: One fighter (leader's plane), nineteen fighters, eleven
fighter-bombers, thirteen carrier type attack and seven carrier type recon-
naissance-a total of fifty-one planes.

(b) ZUIHO: One fighter (leader's plane), seven fighters, four fighter-
bombers and six carrier type attack--a total of eighteen planes.

(.) CHITOSE: One fighter (leader's plane), seven fighters, four
fighter-bombers and six carr'ier type attack--a total of eighteen planes.

(d) CHIYODA: One fighter (leader's plane), seven fighters, four
fighter-bombers and five carrier type attack planes--a tot'1 of seventeen
planes.**

Therefore it was contemplated at this time to embark on the four
ships of CARDIV THREE a total of 104 planes, plus a few planes which were to
be hoisted aboard. This was a considerable reduction from the normal opera-
ting complement (168 planes)*** and shows the ill effect the transfer to the
SIXTH Base Air Force of a large number of the planes belonging to the carrier
group had had on the air combat ability of CARDIV THREE.

At about 2300 he received Commander SW Area Force dispatch 192230
whertin that commander stated, in part, that he could see no reason why the
SECOND Striking Force could not be employed in support of either the FIRST
Striking Force or the Main Force.**** In view of the Chief of Staff Combined
Fleet's d~spatch 191220,;k*** he was undoubtedly interested in this SW Area

* Japanese Striking Force Tactics contained in "Know Your Enemy"
Addendum to CINCPAC-CINCPOA "Weekly Intelligence" Vol. I, No. 10,
September 15th, 1944.
Commander 653rd Air Group Dispatch 191845 October 1944 to CARDIV 3,
War Diary ZUIHO, October 194, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.

*•* Letter from Military History Section FEC October 14th, 1953, to Presi-
dent Naval War College.

~*'* CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 192230 October 1944 to CinC Combined Fleet,
Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operations, October 17th - 27th,
1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

***** CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 191220 October 1944, to Commander Main
Force, Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO One Operation, October
20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
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Force dispatch since it indicated a strong probability that the SECOND Strik-
ing Force would be returned presently to the Main Force.

At 2328 he advised the Main Force by dispatch that October 20th was
tentatively designated as X-day (the day of sortie for the Main Force) and
1300 as Y-hur (the hour of the Main Forue's departure from its anchorage).*

The date of October 20th was chosen so that Commander Main Force
might conform with the tentative instruction issued by the Chief of Staff
Combined Fleet at -110 on the previous day wherein that officer tentatively
designated X-day for the penetration operation as October 24th and directed
Commander Mobile Force to fix the tint of sortie of the Main Force so that
it could advance to the area east of Luzon on X-1 or X-2 day. The time of
1300 was selected because (in view of the difficulty of a night sortie from
Bungo Suido and other considesrations) it was desired to arrive off Okinoshima
at 1700 October 2Oth.**

The decision of Commander Mobile Force to depart at 1300 October 20th
appears sound in that it gave the Main Force time to reach the objective area
in case I-day remained October 24th or was advanced to October 25th, or in
case the enemy carriers presently off Lamon Bay moved south,**

(a) Operations of Commander FIRST Striking Force, October 19th.

At an approximate speed of advance of sixteen knots, and zig-
zagging, the FIRST Striking Force continued toward Brunei through the South
China Sea, via the previously designated circuitous route. At midnight it
was still on course 0100 (T), which was one leg of this route, and was heading
toward Latitude O4-O45fN, Longitude 1070 -141E, where the SECOND Section,
which was in the van, was to change course at 0100 to O7O0(T)*m*

At this time, the FIRST Striking Force was complete except for
the HAYASHIMO and AKISHIMO, which were en route from Manila to Brunei, where
they were to rejoin the FIRST Striking Force, and the oiler group (MICHISHIO,
NOWAKI, ETOROFU, YUHO MARU, and HAKKO MARU) which was en route from Singapore
to Brunei, where the oilers were to refuel une FIRST Striking Force,,

At 0100 the SECOND Section, in approximately the correct position

Conmander Mobile Force Dispatch 192328 October 1944 to Main Force,
Detailed Action Report ISUZU, Battle off Philippines, October 20th-
29th, 1944, page 4, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

** Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO One Operation, October 20th -
29th, 1944, page 4, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

* Commander FIRST Striking Force visual Dispatch 181900 October 1944 to
FIRST Striking Force, War Diary BATDIV 1, October 1944, WDC Document
161638, NA 11739.
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in longitude along the predetermined track but about four miles to the

north (the YM4ATO reported passing through Latitude O40-54'N, longitude
107 0 -15'E at 0130),* ceased zigzagging, commenced changing course to 071 0 (T),
and headed for the next change-of-course position (Latitude 060-52tN, Longi-
tude 113 0-03'E), At about 0120, the FIRST Section followed the SECOND Sec-
tion. The speed of advance of about sixteen knots and the new course of
071 0 (T) was maintained throughout the day.

During the forenoon, it seems likely that antisubmarine protec-
tion was provided in part by the ship-based planes of the FIRST Striking
Force.

Also during the forenoon, Commander FIRST Striking Force received
most, if not all, of the various contact reports on Allied forces operating
off the Philippines. In summary, these showed that numerous Allied carri rs
were both in the Leyte area and off Lamon Bay, and that Allied invasion
forces were fast approaching the Leyte area.** This, of course, was bad news,
since he could plainly see that unless the Japanese minefields and air power
could delay the Allied advance operations, the penetration operation could
not possibly be conducted as planned in the Mobile Force basic plan; that is,
it could not be made effective at the time of the Allied landing, but instead
would occur some days later. In fact, since the penetration operation was
tentatively set for October 24th at the earliest, Commander FIRST Striking
Force could see that, should the Allied landings occur in a day or so, as
seemed likely, it was quite possible that the transports would have disem-
barked their troops before the FIRST Striking Force could penetrate Leyte
Gulf.

In the meanwhile the AKISHIMO and HAYASHIMO (which, it will be
remembered, were not at this time in the disposition with Commander FIRST
Striking Force, but instead were en route from Manila to Brunei) sighted at
1100 a surfaced enemy submarine on the (port) bow, distant 15,000 meters.
They imm(tately headed toward the submarine in order to attack. At 1140,
the AKISHIMO observed four torpedoes, which had been fired by the nubmarine,
pass clear of the formation. They began sonar search, but, failing to make
contact, discontinued the search and headed for Brunei.*** This was the sub-
marine DARTERTER• uthch had attacked from the east.**** It is of interest that

* Detailed Action Report No. ? YAMATO, SHO One Antiair and Surface Actions,
"'ctober 17th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161639.
- vnmiander FIFTH Base Air Force Dispatch 191336 October 1944 to FIFTH
Base Air Force Battle Report Addressees, War Diary 103rd Attack Unit
(701st Air jroup), October 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592; also
Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN, (COMBATDIV 1), Personal Diary SENSOROKU,
Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953),Volume
II.

* War Diary AKISHIMO October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
4**** War Patrol Report DARTER, Report of FOURTH War Patrol, Serial 020,

November 5th, 1944.
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the submarine DACE had attacked from the west at the same time and had also
fired four torpedoes, but since her presence was unobserved by the Japanese
destroyers, her torpedoes must ha•' passed well clear.* Therm is nothing
in the records available to indicate that these destroyers reported these
contacts by dispatch.

At 1311 one plane from Miri contacted the FIRST Striking Force
in position bearing 295 0 (T) distant 195 miles from Miri and carried out
direct escort.**

At 1630 a second plane from Miri contacted the FIRST Striking
Force in position bearing 3020 (T) distant 195 miles from Miri and relieved
the first plane which discontinued escorting and returned to bpse.**

During the rest cf the day nothing of importance occurred within
the FIRST Striking Force. Radar target ranging practice was held between
1533 and 1656.*** This was especially important for cruisers and above,
since they had evidently recently received, at Singapore, new radars (No.22,
MODIFICATION 2) and it was desired to compare them with the older radars.****

At 1725 the second Miri plane also returned to base.**

On several occasions on this day Commander FIRST Striking Force
sent visual signals to his command, providing air and surface patrols for the
force while anchored at Brunei.***** His responsible coimnwters in turn,
also by visual signal, issued instructions to their commands designating

* War Patrol DACE, Report of FIFTH War Patrol, Serial 09, November 6th,
1944,

** Detailed Action Renort MIRI Detachment, 901st Air Group, October, 1944,
WDC Document 160369, NA 12366.

*** Detailed Action Report No. 3, YAMATO, SHO One Antiair and Surface
Actions, October 17th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161639.

**** Commander FIRST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 191405 October 1944 to
FIRST Striking Force (FIRST Striking Force SigOrd No. 181), Detailed
Action Report No. 3, YAIATO, SHO One Antiair and Surface Actions,
October 17th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161639.

SCommander FIRST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 191302 October 1944
to FIRST Striking Force (FIRST Striking Force SigOrd No. 180). De-
tailed Action Report No. 3 YAMATO, SHO One Antiair and Surface Actions,
October 17th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161639; also Commander FIRST
Striking Force Visual Dispatch 191340 October 1944, to FIRST Striking
Force (FIRST Striking Force SigOrd No. 182), Detailed Action Report
BATDIV 1, SHO 1 Operation, October 18th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document
161005, NA 11744.
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the manner in which these patrols were to be executed.*

At 1900 COMBATDIV THREE notified his command that "from 0630
tomorrow, one antisubmar-ne direct escort plane will stand by for inmodiate
take-off."** It is presumed that this signal meant that one plane each on
both the KONGO and HARUNA were to be ready for antisubmarine operations.

It seems highly probable that sometime during the early evening
Commander FIRST Striking lore •mas advised through an intelligence dispatch,
although such a dispatch cannot b. located, that:

(a) Three cruisers and e-ghty transports of various sizes had
been observed in Humboldt Bay, Hollandin<."4 and

(b) At 1300, about seventy combat ships, including six carriers,
fourteen battleships, twenty cruisers, and thirty destroyers, plus thirty
transports of various sizes and two hospital ships, had been observed in the
Admiralties.****

Since the various contact reports receivwd throughout the day
had shown clearly that Allied forces of considerable strength were off the
central and northern Philippines or in Leyte Gulf, Commander FIRST Striking
Force could now estimate with ao.;e exactness the character of the Allied
effort. If he received all of the above contacts he would have known that
in Leyte Gulf there were three carriiers, four escort carriers, seven battle-
ships, twelve cruisers and destxoyers, and that relatively nearby there were
three carriers, one escort -ýarýier, three battleships and eighteen cruisers
and destroyers. Summarized, this was six carriers, five escort carriers,
ten battleships, and thirty cruisers and destroyers. This was a formidable
force, but since he had witi him in tne FIRST Striking Force, including
CRUDIV SIXTEEN, seven battleships and thirty-five cruisers and destroyers
supported by land-based air, it would seem that the odds were not altogether
hopeless. Actually it appears likely that he thought the Allied force in
Leyte Gulf was much weaker and consisted in fact of four battleships, six

* COMBATDIV 1 Dispatches 191300 and 191820, October 1944, to FIRST Striking
Force (BATDIV 1 SigOrds 188, 189), War Diary BATDIV 1, October 1944, WDC
Document 161638, NA 11739; also COMDESRON 10 Dispatch 191700, October
1944, to DESRON 10 (DESRON 10 SigOrd 163), War Diary DESRON 10, October
1944, WDC Document .61438, NA 11739;Y also r 'MCRUDIV 7 Dispatch 191710,
October 1944, to CRUDIV 7, War Diary CRUDIV 7, October 1944, WDC Document
161638, NA 11739.

** COMBATDIV 3 Dispatch 191900 October 1944, to BATDIV 3, War Diary TONE,
October 1944, WDC Document 160144, NA 11841

* Material for Situation Estimates, FIRST Section Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).

*,•,k Appended Chart One to Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO Operation,
October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Docurent 161005, NA 117"o.
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cruisers and ten destroyers.*

At 1903 he notified his command that at 2000 the zigzag plan
would be chan-ed; that at 0000 the following morning the SECOND Section
(in the van), followed at 0030 by the FIRST Section was to change course to
1300 (T), and that at 0050 the cormland was to resume zigzag maneuvers.**
From this order as well as from orders issued the previous day, it seems that
the Japar.oae, prior to making a fleet change of course, automatically ceased
zigzagging and resumed base course. This was similar to the then current
American naval practice which prescribed that ten minutes prior to a change
of course which had been ordered in advance to be executed at a specified
future time all ships would automatically cease zigzagging and resume base

At 1920 COMCRUDIV SEVEN issued instructions concerning the

assignment of aircraft for antisubmarine attack missions on the following
day as SUZUYA, one plane, TONE, two planes.****

During the day the oiler group proceeded uneventfully toward
Brune.

At about 2300, since he was an information addressee, Commander
FIRST Striking Force received a dispatch from the Chief of Staff SW Area
Force stating that since the Army reinforcements for Leyte would be small
and would not require more than CRUDIV SIXTEEN and about two transports he
could see no reason why the remiinder of the SECOND Striking Force could not
be employed in support of either the FIRST Striking Force or the Main Forw."*
What Comnanier FIRST Striking Force thought regarding the possible increase
in his conm~ind of three cruisers and seven destroyers is not known.

At 2400 the FIRST Striking Force was bearing 3090 (T) distant
165 miles from Brunei.

* Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN, (COMBATDIV 1), Personal Diary,
SENSOROKU, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15,
1953), Volume II.

** Coamiader FIRST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 191903 October 1944,
to FIRST Striking Force, War Diary BATDIV 1, October 1944, WDC Docu-
ment 161638, Nh 11739.

* Current Tactical Orders and Doctrine, U.S. Fleet, USF lOA Headquar-
ters of Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet, 1944, para 3453(15.

*3'** COMCRUDIV 7 Visual Dispatch 191920 October 1944 to CRUDIV 7, War

Diary TONE, October 1944, WOO Document 160144, NA 11S41.
*~*** CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 192230 October 1944 to CinC Combined

Fleet, Detailed Action Rerort CRUDIV .6, SHO Operation, October 17th -
27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

-3L,8-



I COM MAIN FORCE

(b) Operations of Commander Main Force, October 19th.

Commander Main Force remained throughout the day in his flagship,
the ZUIKAKU, at Oita Air Base excepting during those hours when, as Commander
Mobile Force, he was at Yashima Anchorage in the OYODO.

During the day he continued his efforts to prepare the Main Force
for sortie, and the various subcommanders of the Main Force did likewise.

At about OOO he learned that at 0730 COMCORTRON THlRTY-ONE had
hoisted Iis flag in the OYODO at Oita Air Base. At 0800 as Commander Mobile
Force he also had hoisted his flag in the OYODO, This provided the unusual
situation when compared with U.S. naval practice, of the OYODO flying simul-
taneously the flags of Commander Mobile Force and COMCORTRON THIRTY-ONE.
U.S. naval practice provides that not more than oie distinctive mark (person-
al flag, command pennant of an officer of the Navy, or conission pennant)
shall be displayed by a ship or craft at one time.*

Sometime apparently during the early afternoon and possibly as
a result of the conference at Yashima Anchorage, Commander Main Force made
provision for an antisubmarine sweep of the waters in the vicinity of the
Pacific Ocean entrance to Bungo Suido, and ordered the Commander Main Force
Screening Force to carry out this sweep.

As a consequence Commarnder Main Force Screening Force appears to

have directed COMCORT-RON THIRTY-ONE to form an antisubmarine sweep unit to
sweep the entrance area in the vicinity of Okinoshima at the time of sortie
of the Main Force. COMCORTRON THIRTY-ONE appears to have formed this group
with the KUWA, MAKI, KIRI and SUGI. Later he received a written directive
from Commander Main Force Screening Force wherein that commander directed
that, at the time the Main Force sortied from Bungo Suido, the Commanding
Officer ISUZU would command the ISUZU, KUWA, MAKI, KIRI and SU3I and would
conduct an antisubmarine sweep of the scheduled route.-k* Therefore in com-
pliance with this dispatch COMCORTRON THIRTY-ONE added the ISUZU to his anti-
submarine sweep unit.*** It is presumed that Conrmander Main Force received
this information shortly after the above dispatches had been transmitted.
It is known that the ISUZU received the latter dispatch at 1553.

By about 2250 he knew that preparations were well underway for

* U.S. Navy Regulations 1948, Chapter 21, Honors and Ceremonies,
Article 2163.

- Commander Main Force Screening Force OpOrd No. 1, Detailed Action Report
KUW4A, Battle of the Philippines, October 20th - 26th, 194!t, p TC Document
161717, NA lO1.

•4• COMCORTRON 31 Visual Disp-tch 191553 October ].944 to Main Force,War
Diary ISUZU, October 19th, 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
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the antisubmarine operations which were to precede the sortie of the Main
Force from Bungo Suido, for at that time he received a dispatch from the
commander of the antisubmarine sweep unit advising the area commander that
about three hours prior to the Main Force's sortie from the eastern entrance
of Bongo Suido the ISUZU, KUWA, MAKI, KIRI, and SUGI were to conduct antisub-
marine operations, that the area of operation would be on a line bearing
140 0 (T), distance twenty miles from the reference point (bearing 1220 (T) dis-
tant three miles from Okinoshima Light), and that the distance between ships
would be three and one half kilometers.*

(2) Operations of Commander Advance Expeditionary Force, October 19th.

Commander Advance Expeditionary Force likely spent the night expedit-
ing the preparations for sea of the submarines scheduled to depart this day
for the objective area off the eastern Philippines. While he was not success-
ful in getting all of them ready for sea aT. this time he did succeed in dis-
patching six submarines. These were the 1-38, 41, 44, 46, 53 and the RO-43.
The RO-41 and 46 were not quiLe ready foi- sea and therefore did not depart.
This was not surprising since these two submarines Lad, with the RO-43, just
returned from an extensive war pa trol in the Palau area and although their
morale was high the necessity for certain limited repairs was to be expected.

The submarines of the A Group, one of which had been contacted on
the previous day by the BLACKFIN, appear on this day to have continued their
movement to the Philippines. ThiLs view is supported by the fact that Allied
search planes from Tinian contacted two unidentified submarines, evidently
Japanese, since no Allied submarines were in the area, one about 1125 bear-
ing 098 0 (T) distant 590 miles from the northern tip of Luzon (Cape Engano)
on course 150 0 (T) speed twelve; the other at 1200 bearing 0970 (T) distant
500 miles from Cape Engano, on course 180 0 (T) speed twelve. The first sub-
marine remained on the surface, the second submarine quick dived on being
contacted.*

The southerly route taken by the submarines of the A Group may seem
to some students of warfare to have been poorly chosen in that the shortest
approach to the operating areas off the Philippines would, based on distance
alone, have been along a southwesterly rather than along a southerly course,
However, it seems likely that the southerly course was taken for these rea-
sons :

(a) Because CinC Combined Fleet il his basic orders to the submarines

* COMCORTRON 31 Dispatch 192220 October 19T4 to Commander Kure Defense
Squadron, info Commander Mobile Force, Detailed Action Report HYUGA,
October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161006, NA 12604.

SWar Diaries CINCPAC and CTF 57 October 1944; also CINCPAC Daily Location
and Plot, Allied and Enemy Forces, Underlay No. 1, 1630Z October 19th
to 1630Z October 20th, 1944.
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had directed among other items th:it,"...depending on the enemy situation,
elements of the Advance Expeditionary Force will be assipned to the cutting
of supply routes in the enemy rear ... ... so long as rapid adherence to the
interception dispositions (prescribed in this order) is possible,"*

(b) Because having received reports that some Allied task forces
had retired to the east, notably TG 30.3 (which group contained the damaged
CAN]ERRA and HOUSTON) the Japanese tried to intercept these forces with their
A Group submarines.**

(c) Because this southerly route would permit running surfaced during
daylight hours (by avoiding the operating areas of the Allied carriers) and
therefore would insure an earlier arrival on station. In this connection it
will be remembered that the carriers were no longer primary targets--the tar-
gets now were damaged enemy ships and troop convoys.***

If these were the Japanese reasons for choosing the southerly course
-and it seems correct to assume that they were--they are considered sound
since, if the submarines were successful in getting somewhere on the lines
of communication between the Allied bases in the western Pacific and Leyte
Gulf, such as Ulithi or even Palau, then they would be in the intercepting
position prescribed in the basic orders indicated in paragraph (a) above, and
would be in position to attack Allied convoys as ordered by CinC Combined
Fleet on the previous day.*mR From these positions they could move rapidly
to their prescribed SHO One positions* while still remaining on the routes
likely to be travelled by these Allied convoys.

It seems reasonable to expect that sometime during the late afternoon
or early evening the submarines now at sea eithe: received Commander FIFTH
Base Air Force's dispatch 2.91336, summarizing contacts made as of 1300 that
day, or received a summation of this dispatch which emphasized the more im-
portant features thereof.

(3) Operations of Commander SIXTh Ease Air Forcei October 19th.

Commander SIXTH Base Air Force remained at his headquarters at Takao
and shortly after midnight learned that the night search by radar equipped

* CinC Combined Fleet Operation Order No. 87, August 20th, 1944, ATIS
Document No. 39, Part VIII, June 4th, 1945 (NACHI Document).

•- USSBS Interrogation NAV No. 72, Interrogation of Japanese Officials,
Interrogation of Vice Admiral Shigeyoshi Miwa, ex-IJN, Vol II, page 295,

•* Cofl Combined Fleet Dispatch 181110 October 1944 to CsofS Major Commands,
Combined Fleet, Detailed Action Report FIRST Striking Force, SHO Opera-
tion, October 16th - 28th, 194, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839
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flying boats had commenced from Garan Bi at midnight.* Soon thereafter at
0030, his Chief of Staff sent a dispatch to th: Commanders of Western Attack
Forces ONE and TWO implementing his DesOpOrd N,. 80 of the evening before.**
In this dispatch-* the two subordinate commanders were requested to move
up that day the entire operational strength remaining in the Kyushu and
Nansei Shoto areas (excluding "T" Force and FOURTH Surface Escort Unit) with
aircraft being serviced to follow when ready. The two commanders were also
requested to carry out routine searches insofar as possible by utilizing
training units, "T" Force (presumably by local arrangement), and escort
forces.

DLaring the morning he awaited reports from his search planes which
had apparently departed on schedule since the weather had improved markedly.
He also awaaited reports fror other sources concerning the dictivities of the
Alli:td foi-ces in the Leyte area. By dawn he knew that the night searches
from Gavan Bi had been negative.•***

At 0758 he advised his conm,'nd t.Lat Si1O One had been activated and
gave them a summary of the existing situation. 'Hv

Commencing about 0800 he knew that the airfields and shipping in the
Manila area and the western Visayas (Cebu, 14egros and Paaay) were under attack
by more than 160 Allied Planes. '-**

During the early forenoon he received a dispatch from Covmander West-
ern Attack Force ONE, wherein that commander directed all units in the Kyushu
area to move their operational strength as rapidly as possible to the Philip-
pines by way of Formosa.A- ,•s"• it is likely that he also received a dispatch

* Detailed Action Report 901st Air Group, Night searches, October loth-

28th, 1944, WDC Document 160551, NA 12402; also War Diary Kure
Defei' •e Squadron, October 20th, 1944, WDC Document 161511, NA 12076.
Commander SIXTH Base Air Force Dispatch 182012 October 1944 to SIX'rH
Base Nir Force (SIXTH Base Air Force DesOpOrd 80), War Diary Western
Attack Force TWO, October 18th, 1944, WDC Document 160137, Ni 12P78.
CofS SIXTH Base Air Force Dispatch 190030 October 1944 to Commanders
Western Attack Foieces 1 and 2, Detailed Action Report No.2 Northern
Attack Force (SECOND Basc Air Force), October 19th - November 15th,
1944, WDC Document 161645, NA 12262.

A 11 N 1 Detailed Action Report 901st Air Group, Night. Searches, October IOth-
28th, 1944, WDC Document 160551, NA 12402.

i-ý Commander SIXTH Base Air Force Dispatch 190758 October 1944 to SIXTH
Base Air Force, War Diary 701st Nir Group, October 1944, WDC Docunent
160258, NA 12592,

*~*• Material for Situation Estimate FIRST Section Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Document 216',161 (Mirrofilm).

, Commander 51st Air Flotilla Disputch 190758 October 1944, to 51st Air
Flotilla, War Diary 252nd Attack Unit, October 1944, WDC Document
160258, NA 12592.
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from Conmander Western Attack For.e TWO to his command directing that on
the following day aircraft at all bases would move up to the deploy'ment bases
designated in previous orders.*

During the forenoon he received, from time to time, contact reports
from the Philippines which showed that Allied carriers were operating in
strength off the Philippines, with nine carriers in the vicinity of Lamon
Bay and eleven carriers -- including escort carriers - in the vicinity of
Leyte Gulf.** He also knew that about one hundred merchant-type ships had
been reported approaching the le)te area.*A

At 1050 he issued his orders for the SHO One decisive battle. After
advising his command that (a) the FIRST Striking Force was to move up to
Brunei on October 20th and was to sortie from San Bernardino Strait on Oct-
ober 24th (X-day) and annihilate the enemy invasion forces; (b) the Main
Force was to advance to the waters northeast of the Philippines on X-1 or X-2
day in support of the penetration operation of the FIRST Striking Force;
(c) the SECOND Striking Force (CRUDIV 21, DESRON 1) and CRUDIV FIXTEN would
be assigned to counterattack operations along the Philippine coast, he issued
instructions as follows: "This force will move up to the northern Philippines
as outlined below and will first destroy the enemy carrier forces, thereafter
annihilating the remaining enemy." He then directed that all units were to
prepare immediately for decisive battle and were (a) to move up to the Pbilip-
pines on October 21st or 22nd, and (b) to launch attack operations commencing
on October 22nd or 23rd. In this connection, he advised that his headquarters
would move up on Octooer 21st or 22nd with an advance echelon on October 20th.
Finally, mindful of the fact that the T-Force, after reorganization, might. be
returned to h.s command, he included advance instructions as follows: "If
the T-Force is restored to the SIXTH Base Air Fcrce, it is tentatively sche-
duled to be redeployed in the Formosa area."****

IT WILL BE OBSERVED THAT COMMANDER SIXTH BASE AIR FORCE BASED HIS
DIRECTIVE ON TKE CHIEF OF STAFF COMBII'D FLEET'S TENTATIVE OUTLINE OF FUTURLE

* Commander 25th Air Flotilla Dispatch (no date/time group available)
October 19th, 194+4, to 25ý.h Air Flotilla, War Diary 25th Air Flotilla,
October 1944, WUC Document 160137, NA 12278.

** Commander FIFTH Base Air Force Dispatch 191336, October 1944, to FIFTH
Base Air Force Battle Report Addressees, War Diary 103rd Attack Unit,
October 1944, WDC Document 160258; also Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN
(COYBATDIV 1), Personal Oiary, SENSOROKU, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki
Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953), Volume II.

*,• Material for Situation Estimates, FIRST Section Naval Ceneral Staff
October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm), NA 12592.

*@• Commander SIXTH Base Air Force Disp:ttch 191050 October 1944 to SIXTH
Base Air Forced War Diary 103rd Attack Unit, October 1944, WDC Document
160258, NA 12592.
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OPERATIONS WHICH HAD BEEN ISSIUED AT 1110 THE PREVIOUS DAY. SINCE, AS HAS
BEEN POINTED OUT PREVIOUSLY, IT HAD BEEN JAPANESE PRECTICE TO FOLLOW UP AN
ACTIVATION ORIER WITH ANOTHER ORDER SETTING FORTH THE OVER-ALL PLAN, AND
SINCE THE ACTIVATION ORDER OF 1732 - ALSO OF THE PREVIOUS DAY - WAS NOT
FOLLOWED BY SUCH AN OVER-ALL PLAN, COMMANDER SIXTH BASE AIR FORCE ASSUMED

THAT THE TENTATIVE PLAN WAS THE A0PROVED PLAN. WHILE IT DOES NOT APPEAR
THAT HIS ACTION IN SO DOIJ CAUSED ANY CONFUSION WITHIN HIS COMMAND WHICH
COULD NOT BE SPEEDILY RECTIFIED SINCE THE DATE OF THE PENETRATION OPERATION
WAS OBVIOUSLY TO BE OCTOBER 24hM OR 25TH, DOES IT NOT SEM CLEAR THAT SUDEEN
CHANGES IN PRACTICE, EVEN IF WARRANTED, SHOULD BE AVOIDED WHENEVER POSSIBLE?

By about noon he knew that his search planes which were returning to
base had reported all searches negative. From this and from the numerous
contacts being received from Commander FIFTH Base Air Force he could estimate
that Allied operations had definitely shifted from the Formosa area to the
Philippines area.

About 1300 he ordered an air raid alert and directed fighters to
intercept. A total of at least twenty-six fighters took off from Tainan and
Shinchiku but made no contact,* although there was a reported sighting of a
r-38.** This was a false report, there being no P-38's in the area. This
alert probably stemmed from a report that B-29's had taken off from Chengtu
at 1020.***

At 1338, having learned how many aircraft of the SIXQTH Base Air Force
were on Formosa as of 0800, he sent out a dispatch, presumably**** to Com-
mander FIFTH Base Air Force but likely to CinC Combined Fleet and Commander
SW Area Force as well (unfortunately, no addressees were listed in the dis-
patch available to this study), wherein ho listed for each unit the aircraft

Combat Action Records of Air Units, Navy Merit Awards Section (221st I
Air Group, Shinchiku Detachment), October 1944.

** Combat Action Records of Aix Units, Navy Merit Awards Section (252nd
Air Group), Formosa and Philippines, October 14th - 25th, 1944.

SCowmiander Western Attack Force ONE Dispatch 191300 October 1944 to
Southern Kyushu Air Base (Western Attack Force ONE SigDesOpOrd 7),

(telephone); also Detailed Action Report No. 2 Northern Attack Force
(SECOND Base Air Force), October 10 - Ncvember 15th, 1944, WDC
Document 161645, NA 12262.

*N** Commandor SIXTH Base Air Force Dispatch 191338 October 1944 to
addressees unknown, War Diary Kokubu Detachment, 103rd Attack Unit
(701st Air Group), October 13th - 31st, 1944, WDC Document 160258,
NA 12592.
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available, the aircraft operational, and the type and location of these
aircraft, viz:

CARDIV THREE

15/13 Carrier Type Fighters Daikozan
9/9 Carrier Type Attack Planes Daikozan
3/3 Carrier Type Reconnaissance Planes Daikozan

CARDIV FOUR

36/27 Zero Fighters Taichu
7/4 Carrier Type Reconnaissance Planes Taichu
3/3 Carrier Type Attack Planes Taichu

THIRD Air Fleet

47/30 Zero Fighters Taichu
10/8 Carrier Type Attack Planes Taichu
10/? Carrier Type Reconnaissance Planes Taichu

FIFTY-FIRST Air Flotilla

31/10 Zero Fighters Taichu
41/10 Carrier Type Bombers Taichu

SECOND Air Fleet

86/L4 4 Zero Fighters Shinchiku
3/1 Reconnaissance Planes Daikozan
2/1 Two-engine land Bombers unknowm
9/3 Land Reconnaissance Planes Shinchiku
41/30 Intercepter Fighters Daikoan

FOURTEENTH Combined Air Group

15/9 Carrier type fighters; rest unknown Taichu

China Area Fleet

21/13 Carrier type fighters Taichu

901st Air Group

7/3 Tyoe-97 flying boats Taichu

Tainan Unit

Reconnaissance seaplanes (number unknown) Toko
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TOTAL KNOWN AVAILABLE AIRCRAFT, 395; TOTAL KNOWN OPERATIONAL AIR- -

CRAFT, 223. ACTUALLY, THE SUMMARLY WAS IN ERROR SINCE THE ABOVE FIGURES
GAVE 398 AVAILABLE AIRCRAFT OF WHICH 221 WERE OPERATIONAL. THIS DISPATCH,
WHICH APPEARS TO qAVE BEEN THE FIRST DISPATCH OP THIS NATIURE WHICH HE HAD
SENT, AT LEAST SINCE OCTOBER 1OTH, WAS OF CONSIWRAI31E IMPORTANCE IN THAT
IT GAVE AN APPROXIMATION OF THE MINIhlJM NUMBER OF OPJfRATIONAL AIRCRAFT AND
THE TYPES WHICH COULD BE TRANFERRED TO THE PHILIPPINES FROM FOTNOSA. IT
THEREFORE WAS IMPORTANT TO ALL COMMANDS FOR BOTH COMBAT AND LOGISTIC PLANNING,
AS A FACTOR IN IHE DEZTERMINATION OF RELATIVE FIGHTING STRENGTH AND, CONSE-
QUENTLY, IN THE SOLUTION OF THE MILITARY FROBLEM. IT SHOULD BE CLEAR THAT
IN DETAILED TACTICAL ESTIMATES THE COMMANDER REQUIRES AN EXHAUSTIVE COMPRE-
HENSION OF THE FIGHTING CAPABILITIES OF HIS OWN AND THE ENEMY'S ARMED F(RCES

SBECAUSE HIS SELECTION OF PHYSICAL OBJECTIVES (TARGETS) AND HIS USE OF RELA-
TI1E POSITION ARE AFFECTED BY SUCH CONSIDERATIONS.

At about 1355 he received a dispatch from Commander Western Attack
Force ONE outlining the plan for the advance of air reinforcements from
Kyushu to Philippines as follows:*

(a) Flying units.

Thirty-nine carrier-type fighters (thirteen carrier-type fighters
of the 252nd Air Group and twenty-six carrier-type fighters of the 221st Air
Group); five carrier-type attack planes (252nd Attack Unit); and twenty-nine
carrier-type reconnaissance planes (3rd, 5th, 102nd, and 103rd Attack Units)
- a total of seventy-three planes - were to take off on October 20th for
Formosa, where they were to base as designated by Commander SIXTH Base Air
Force.

(b) Ground personnel and material.

(1) SECOND Air Fleet units in accordance with previous plans.

(2) THIRD Air Fleet units and FIFTY-FIRST Air Flotilla units:

(a) Ten transport planes and fourteen land attack planes on
October 20th.

(b) Thirty two-engine land bombers on October 21st.

(c) Two transport planes, one land attack plane and one two-
engine land bomber (assigned to Headquarters) on October 22nd.

* Commander Western Attack Force ONE Dispatch 191325 October 1944 to
SIXTH Base Air Force, War Diary 103rd Attack Unit, October 1944, WDC
Document 160258, NA 12592.
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(c) Headquarters.

When arrangements for the above transfers had been generally
completed, Headquarters, after transferring its duties to Commander 101st
Air Flotilla, was to move up to Formosa - tentative date October 22nd.

It will be observed that there were forty-six combatant planes
employed as transports for the movement of base personnel and material.
There is no specific information as to the employment of these planes once
the air lift had been completed, but it is likely that they were to be re-
turned tc their combat commands.

Sometime after this - probably about 1406 - Commander SIXTH Base Air
Force received Commander FIFTH Base Air Force's dispatch 191336,* which gave,
in part, a summary of the contact reports received as of 1300 by his command.
He noted that this summary increased the carriers off Lamon Bay from nine to
ten.

At about 1530 he ordered a second air raid alert and directed fight-
ers to intercept. A total of at least eight fighters took off from Tainan
but made no contacts. This was a false alert there being no Allied planes
in the area.

F During this day his forces continued to regroup and concentrate on

Formosa. His interceptors had been on Number One Alert from about 0500 until
about 0900, and his air strength capable of attack had been ready on fifteen
minutes notice since 0600.

At about 1827 he received a dispatch from Commander Western Attack
Force ONE indicating that the Kyushu search for the following day would cover
the sector 1500 (T) to 1950 (T) to a distance of 650 miles departing Kanoya at
0700f**

At 1915 he informed his command that operations for the force on
October 20th would be the same as on October 19th, except that the search in
lane 31 (1500-155 0 (T) from Garan Bi was reduced from 400 miles to 300 miles
and the patrols in another sector were cancelled.*"

At 2000, since he was based in the Takao area, Commander SIXTH Ease
Air Force knew that the Commander Takao Guard District had directed the Luzon'

* Commander FIFTH Base Air Force Dispatch 191336 October 1944 to FIFTH
Base Air Force Battle Report Addressees, War Diary 103rd Attack Unit
(701st Air Group), October 1944, WDC Document 216724 (Microfilm).

** Commander Western Attack Force ONE Dispatch 191757 October 1944 to
Western Attack Force ONE, (Western Attack Force 1 SigDesOpOrd No. 9),
Detailed Action 1Report No. 2 Northern Attack Force, SECOND Base Air Force,
October 10th - November 15th, 1944, WDC Document 161645, NA 12262.

*•* Comiander SIXTH Base Air Force Dispatch 191915 October 1944 to SIXTH Base
Air Force, Detailed Action Report ORUKt Detachment, (901st Air Group),
G.,tober 1944, WDC Document 160369, NA 12366.

-357-



COM SIXTH BASE AIR FORCE

Strait Force to provide antisubmarine patrol for the SECOND Striking Force.*

In the evening he telephoned his instructions to the 901st Air Group
for night searches from Garan Bi. Two radar equipped flying boats were to
take off at 2300 and search on lanes 120 0 (T) and 130 0 (T) to 450 miles, search
a ninety mile cross leg to the left, and return to Garan Bi.**

At about 2127 he received word from Commander FOURTEENTH Combined
Air Group at Tainan that he would have twenty-one fighters operational on
the following day,*** including the attached units of the CHINA Area Fleet.

At 2331 he directed Commander FOURTEENTH Combined Air Group to dis-
patch about eight fighter planes to Mako to provide air protection to the
SECOND Striking Force during the time that force remained at Mako.*N*•

In accordance with this dispatch, Commander FOURTEENTH Combined Air
Group advised Commander 254th Air Group that Lieutenant Sugigura, in command
of nine fighter planes, would, commencing at 0700, provide air protection
for the SECOND Striking Force while it remained at Mako°**E**

About this time, Commander SIXTH Base Air Force firmed up his SHO
One Attack organization order and prepared to issue the essentials of it
imaediately by dispatch.

Since the information concerning the number of planes lost opera-
tionally, the number gained through reinforcement, and the number trans-
ferred from the SIXTH Base Air Force to the Main Force, is inadequate, it
is considered that, for all practical purposes, the over-all operational
aircraft of the SIXTH Base Air Force still numbered about 505 planes, and
the available aircraft about 842 planes.

At midnight he learned that only one of the two flying boats--the

.. * Commiader Takao Guard District Dispatch 192000 October 1944 to Luzon
Strait Force, info SECOND Striking Force, Main Force, War Diary
DESH0N 1, October 194, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

** Detailed Action Report 901st Air Group, Night Searches, October
lOth-28th, 194, WDC Document 160551, NA 12402.

* Commander FOURTEENTH Combined Air Group Dispatch 160369 October 1944
to SIXTH Base Air Force, Detailed Action Report Formosa Detachment,
(254th Air Group), October . ... lth-27th, 1944, WDC Document 161429,

NA 12432. I
Commander SIXTH Base Air Force Dispatch 192331 uctober 1944 to 14th
Combined Air Group (SIXTH Base Air Force DasOpOrd 82), War Diary
DESRON 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

S***** Commander FOURTEENTH Combined Air Group SigOrd No. 182, October 19th,
1944, to Commander 254th Air Group, Detailed Action Report Formosa
Detachment (254th Air Group) October 13th-27th, 1944, WDC Document
161429, NA 12432.
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one covering search lane U°00 (T) from Garan Bi - had departed on schedule,*
the other, which was to have covered search lane 1300 (T) from Garan Bi, had
not departed because of engine trouble.*

PL (4) Operations of Commander SW Area Force, October 19th.

As on previous days, Commander SW Area Force remained at his Manila
Headquarter.s and awaited developments. He knew, in view of the clear weather,
that his search planes were flying and he hoped to locate soon any Allied

* "forces within 'he search sectors of his search planes.

He did not have to wait very long, for shortly after 0800 - and con-
dt, tinuing through the early afternoon - he commenced receiving contact reports

from the planes which were operating from the Philippines. The contact re-
ports showed, as has been pointed out previously, that there were at least
ten carriers operating in the vicinity of Lamon Bay, and eleven carriers and
escort carriers in the vicinity of Leyte Gulf.** Since this was a total of
sixteen carriers and five escort carriers, he could readily see that Allied
carrier strength had survived the attacks of the FIFTH and SIXTH Base Air
Forces and the FOURTH Air ArnW far better than had been reported.

They also showed that there were three large convoys converging on
Leyte Gulf. These convoys were composed of about 100 merchant-type ships
which he evidently estimated as transports, since the Japanese intelligence
reports so listed them. It was therefore clear to him that his estimate of
the previous day*** that a landing in the Leyte-Samar area was to be expected
was correct. He had every reason to be concerned, since his own forces, even
when assisted by the FOURTH Air Army and by the FOURTEENTH Area Army, were
obviously inadequate to repel a landing. It will be remembered that the
naval forces he had available for this purpose consisted only of light sur-
face craft supported by possibly a few widmt- submarins.5 biscd -t Cebu and
some suicide boats based at Corregidor,**** and that the air force consisted
of about 102 operational planes in the FIFTH Base Air Force and in the FOURTH
Air Aray. As has been discussed under "Operations of CinC Combined Fleet,
October 19th", he could estimate that, should the Allied narriers concentrate
in the Leyte Area, he would be opposed by some 1182 planes. He could clearly
see that, until the arrival in the Philippines of the SIXTH base Air Force
planes on October 21st or 22nd, his land-based air forces would be very weak

S* Detailed Action Report 901st Air Group, Night Searches, October 10th -

28th, 1944, WDC Document 160551, NA 12402.
-**• Commndiaer FIFTH Base Air Force Dispatch 191336 October 1944 to FIFTH

Base Air Force Battle Report Addressees, War Diary lO3-d Attack Unit,
"October 1944, WDC Document 160258; NA 12592; also Vice Admiral Matome
Ugaki, IJN (COMBATDIV 1), Personal Diary, SENSOROKU, Nippon Shuppan
Kyodo Xabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953), Volume II.

SCofS S4 Area Force Dispatch 181210 October 1944, to Commanders Major

Commands, War Diary 61st Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC Document 161643,
NA 12260.

*~*•* Supra, Chapter II Operations of Commander SW Area Force*

p. A"*vTrM d''P •,T .
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indeed, and that, until the penetration operation became effective on Octo-

ber 24th or 25th, he would have to rely for surface operations on his limited
light forces alone.

Also conmencing at about 0800, he knew that the airfields and ship-
ping in the Manila area and the western Visayas were under air attack by
numerous planes. This was a serious situation, since there was considerable
Japanese shipping in Manila Harbor at this time.

At about 0945 he directed that, upon arrival in Manila of the "S"
Unit (consisting of twenty-four fighters) it was to be released to Commander
FIFTH Base Air Force who was to station it in the Manila area, where it would
be employed mainly in escorting shipping and in interception of eneny air-
ciaft.* This was obviously in implementation of his DesOnOrd 655 of October
16th, 1944,** and shows that this element of the 331st A.Ar Group was about
to arrive on station. Since Manila had been heavily attacked for the past
several days, and since its air defenses were notably weak (the Allies re-
ported that on October 19th, except for an initial early morning interception
by sixteen fighters no enemr air opposition was encountered over the Manila
area during the remainder of the day), the arrival of this air unit was an
important addition to his forces in the northern Philippines.

During the forenoon he received a dispatch from the Chief o0 Staff
Combined Fleet to Commander Advance Expeditionary Force, directing that com-
mander to depart the Inland Sea when ready, to proceed to the waters east of
the central and southern Philippines, and to attack the Allied fleet and con-
voys th.re.***

Sometime during the early afternoon, the high command in the Philip-
pines learned through radio interception that at 1140 the Allies had ordered
landing operations conmenced near Dulag.*•* It seems probable that it was
Commander SW Area Force who notified the Naval General Staff of this supposed

"*fact.

31st Communication Unit Dispatch 190945 October 1944, to Commander
FIFTH Base Air Force (SW Area Force DesOpOrd 666), Detailed Action
Report No. 3 253rd Attack Unit (331st Air Group), October 20th -

November 13th, 1944, WDC Docuient 160354, NA 12378,
** 31st Comnunication Unit Dispatch 161314 October 1944, to Commander

FIFTH Base Air Force, CinC Combined Fleet (SW Area Force DesOpOrd 655),
Detailed Action Report No. 3 253rd Attack Unit (331st Air Group) October
20th - November l3th, 1944, WDC Document 160354, NA 12378.

. Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 361, October 19th, 191.4, Written Statement of

Captain Toshikazu 0'imae, ex-IJN, Senior Staff Officer Mobile Force,
received April 13th, 1944, by Mr. Clarke H. Kawakami, World War II
Battle Evaluation Group, Naval War College.

• Material for Situation Estimates, FIIIST Section Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).
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At about 1250 - probably earlier - he received word of another
attack on Car Nicobar Island by planes and ships. In this case the gunfire
bombardment occurred between 1120 and 1220. This was the third successive
day of attacks on this area by Allied surface and air forces. The strength
of the Allied forces (two carriers, two battleships, four cruisers and three
destroyers) in this attack was somewhat stronger than that which had attacked
on the previous day and more nearly approximated that which had attacked on
October 17th. However, the results were more favorable this time, since the
Car Nicobar command claimed having destroyed one carrier and one destroyer.*
Comander SW Area Force wisely continued to leave the naval responsibility
for the defense of the area to his naval commander there.

Also at about 1250 he received a dispatch from CinC Combined Fleet
to Commander Main Force, stating that under certain circumstances the SECOND
Striking Force might be returned to the Main Force.** He realizcd that this
dispa tch likely resulted from his dispatch of the previous day wherein he had
stated, in part, that the Southern ArmW had not yet completed plans for mov-
ing troops.-*

HE NOW REALIZED THAT CINC COMBINED FLEET'S DECISION AS TO WHETHER OR
NOT TO RETURN THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE TO THE MAIN FORCE DEPENDED ALMOST
ENTIRELY ON THE DESIRE AND ABILITY OF CINC SOUI2F4N ARMY TO MOVE TROOPS TO
THE LEYTE AREA. HE THEREFORE MAINTAINED CLOSE RELATIONS WITH CINC SOUTHERN

ARMY 1N ORDER TO ASCERTAIN THAT COMWZNDER'S WISHES. CINC SOUTHERN ARMY MADE
AN ESTIMATE OF THE MILITARY SITJATION IN THE AFTERNOON AND DECIDED THAT IT
WOUID BE WISE TO REINFORCE THE GROUND TROOPS ON LEYTE BY TRANSFERRING TO
LEYTE CERTAIN GR(YJND TROOPS NOW IN THE WESTERN VISAYAS. AT THIS TIME HE
FELT THAT HE COULD MOVE ABOUT THREE BATTALIONS. THIS WAS A SOUND DECISION,
FOR, AS HAS EEN POINTED OUT UNDER "OPERATIONS OF CINC COMBINED FLEET, OCTO-
HER 18TH", IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN CLEAR THAT ONCE THE ALLIES HAD ESTABLISHED
AIRFIELDS IN IEYTE, PERMAMENT COMMAND OF THE AIR OVER LUZON WOULD FOLLOW.
SINGE LAND-BASED JAPANESE AIR POWER HAD AIHEADY PROVEN INEFFECTIVE, kDDITION-
AL GROUND TROOPS W1ERE NOW NECESSARY TO HELP THE NAVAL FORCES PREVENT A SUC-
CESSFUL LANDING. CINC SOUTHERN ARMY ADVISED COMMANDER SW AREA FORCE OF THIS
DECISION, AS A CONSEQUENCE OF WHICH THE CHIEF OF STAFF SW AREA FORCE ADVISED
COHMANDER SECOND STRIKING FORCE AND COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN AS FOLLOWS:

"1. Southern Army plans to move about three battalions of reinforce-
ments from the Visayas area(central Philippines), to Leyte Island.

* Material for Situation Estimates, FIRST Section Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).

** CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 191220 October 1914 to Oomman-er Main Force,
Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO One Operation, October 20th -
29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

* CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 181640 October 1944 to CinC Combined Fleet,
Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operations, October 17th - 27th,
1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744
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"2. Orders with respect to the above will be issued after the SECOND
Striking Force and CRUDIV SIXTEEN have generally completed plans for advanc-
ing to the Philippines."*

Paragraph 2 of this message referred to the preparations of these
ships for the counterlanding operations soon to be undertaken. This included

the loading of landing craft and other equipment necessary for amphibious
operations.

Sometime during the afternoon Commander SW Area Force received an
intelligence report which reported (1) that three cruisers and eighty trans-
ports of various sizes had been sighted in Humboldt Bay, Hollandia, and
(2) that at 1300 about seventy combat ships, including six carriers, four-
teen battleships, twenty cruisers, thirty destroyers, plus thirty transports
of various sizes and two hospital ships, had been sighted in Seeadler Harbor,
Manus, Aemiralty Islands.**

These reports were of little immediate concern to him, since it
would be some time before they could arrive in his area even if they got
underway immediately. His major concern at present was with the enemy forces
now in his area, which forces were far stronger than his own.

At 1905, realizing the difficulties facing his command, he advised
that command by dispatch that SHO One had been activa' sd and exhorted the
entire SW Area Force to do its utmost to gain victory and thereby to turn
the tide of the Greater East Asia War.*#9

Meanwhile he continued to carry out conversations with the Southern
Army concerning the movement of troops to Leyte. Evidently CinC Southern
Army was having difficulty in determining how many troops were available in
the western Visayas for this purpose. Finally, however, he was advised by
CinC Southern Army that the number to be transferred, while not definite as
yet, would probably be two battalions rather than three. As a consequence,
at 2230, mindful of the necessity for keeping CinC Combined Fleet informed
of the Army plans in order that that commander might make any changes re-
quired by the changing situation, and prompted by the Chief of Staff Combined
Fleet's dispatch 191220 concerning the returning of the SECOND Striking Force
to the Main Force, he, through his Chief of Staff, advised CinC Combined
Fleet as follows:****

* OoS S Ara FrceDisatc A96 October 19144 to Con-anander SECONDlSCofS M Area Force Dispat~ch 199,ý %I %ý •7 V I.•

Striking Force and CRUDIV SIXTEEN, Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16,
SHO Operations, October 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744

** Appended Chart One to Detailed Action Report Main Force, SRO Operations,
October 20th - 29th, 19", WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

* Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 191905 October 1944, to all Fleet and
Squadron Commanders SW Area Force, War Diary DESRON 1, October 1944,
WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

*** CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 192230 October 1944 to Cinr Combined Fleet,
Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operations, October 17th - 27th,
194., WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
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"Southern Arnmrs plan for moving reinforcements is not yet firmly
fixed, but at presen t it is contemplated that the first echelon will number
two battalions, or two thousand several hundred men. To transport the
above, it is considered that CRUDIV SIXTEEN and about two transports will
be sufficient. Accordingly, this headquarters sees no objection to employ-
ing CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and DESRON ONE in support of the FIRST Striking Force
or the Main Force. However, we consider it is desirable that two destroyers
from DESRON ONE be attached to CRUDIV SIXTEEN as direct screen. (It will be
necessary for these destroyers to reach the central Philippines by afternoon,
October 23rd.)

"Further, the AruV is still studying whether to carry out a counter-
landing or to land reinforcements on the Leyte west coast. However, it is
the opinion of this headquarters that troops should be landed on the west
coast in conjunction with and only slightly behind the penetration of the
FIRST Striking Force."

THE STATEMENT OF COMMANDER SW AREA FORCE T"HAT HE SAW NO OBJECTION TO
EMPLOYING THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE IN SUPPORT OF THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE OR

THE MAIN FORCE IS OF CONSIDERABLE IMPORTANCE IN THAT IT PRESENTS THREE IDEAS
WHICH KAY HAVE MOTIVATED THAT COMMANDER. THE FIRST OF THESE IDEAS IS CON-
TAINED IN THE WORDS "HE SEES NO OBJECrION"; THE SECOND IN TFE WORDS "IN SUP-
PORT OF"; THE THIRD IN THE WORDS "THE FIRST STRIKING FCRCE.",

(A) THE WORDS "HE SEES NO OBJECTION" ARE CLEARLY NOT A RECOMMENDATION
IN THE FULL SENSE. INSTEAD, THEY ARE A MEANS OF ADVISING CINC COMBINED FLEET
THAT WHILE HE (COMMANDER SW AREA FORCE) FAVORED THE PROJECTED EMPLOYMENT OF
THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE, HE COULD NOT MAKE A SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATION SINCE
HE DID NOT KNOW CINC COMBINED FLEET'S PLAN FOR THE EMPLOYMENT OF THE SECOND
STRIKING FORCE; THAT IS, HE DID NOT KNOW (A) WHAT CINC COMBINED FLEET MEANT
WHEN HE STATED IN HIS DISFATCH TO COMMANDER MAIN FORCE THAT "UNIER CERTAIN
CIRCUMSTANCES..." THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE MIGHT BE RETURNED TO THE MAIN
FCRCE,* NOR (B) THE EXTENT OF COUNTERIANDING OPERATIONS CONTEMPLATED BY
IMPERIAL GENERAL HEADQUARTERS. HE, DID KNOW, OF COURSE, THE PRESENT CONTEMPLA-
TED PLANS OF CINC SOUTHERN ARMY.

(B) THE WORDS "IN SUPPORT OF"' INDICATE THAT, IN COMMANDER SW AREA'S
MIND, (1) THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE NEED NOT BE RETURNED TO THE MAIN FORCE,
BUT INSTEAD MIGHT WELL BE EMPLOYED, POSSIBLY WHILE STILL UNEER SW AREA COY-
MAND, AS A SEF kRATE FORCE WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF ASSISTING THE PRINCIPAL FORCESa
THIS WAS LIKEWISE THE CONCEPT OF THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF COMBINED FLEET, WHO

STA•ED LATER THAT "SUBSEQUENT ARRANGEMENTS WITH THE FOURTEENTH AREA ARMY
MIGHT MAKE IT MORE ADVANTAGEOUS TO LEAVE THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE UNDER THE
SW AREA FORCE IN VIEW OF THE COUNTERLANDING OPERATIONS WHICH WERE EXME CTED TO

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 191220 October 1944, to Commander Main Force,

Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO One Operation, October 20th - 29th9

1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 1174.
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lIE CARRIED OUT. ";* (2) SINCE THIS IS THE FIRST MENTION OF TH13 SUPPORT
CONCEPT BY ANY COMMAND, IT IS OF IMPORTANCE AS IT APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN THE
GENESIS OF LATER DECISIONS BY CINC COMBINED FLEET WITH REGARD TO THE EMPLOY-

i MENT NOT ONLY OF THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE BUT ALSO OF OTHER DETACIED FORCES

THIS SOLUTION SEEMED LOGICAL TO THE JAPANESE BECAUSE IN ACC(RDANCE
WITH DOCTRINE BASED ON THE CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS OF THE JAPANESE NAVY THE
=NIOR COMNANDEP IN A TACTICAL SITUATION WOULD WHENEVER NECESSARY ASSUME
OVERALL COMMAND OF ALL UNITS OPERATING LOCALLY, AND THEY FELT THAT THE SECOND
STRIKING FORCE, FOR EXAMPLE, IF WITHIN TACTICAL RANGE CF THE FIRST STRIKING
FORCE, AND REQUIRED, WOULD BE AUTOMArICALLY ABSORBED IN THAT COMMAND, SI. 7,
COMMANDER FIRST STRIKING FORCE:•* WAS SENIOR TO COMMANDER SECOND STRIKINGSFORCE.* �T1E SAME COMMENT APPLIED TO THE MAIN FORCE WHERE ITS CONNANMR***

WAS ALSO SENIOR TO COMMANDIKR SECOND STRIKING FORCE.

CC) THE WORDS "THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE" APPEAR TO HAVE EEEN INCLUDED
SBY COMINEER SW ARA'i FORCE FOR TE PURPOSE OF ALERTING CINC COMBINED FLEET TO
THE FACT THAT HE (COMMANDER SW AREA FORCE) WAS NOT ENTIRELY CONVINCED THAT
THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE SHOULD BE RETURNED TO COYNANDER MAIN FCRCE, AS

CONTEMPLATED BY THE CHIEF OF STAFF COMBINED FLEET, BUT INSTEAD MIGHT BETTER
BE EMPLOYED IN SUPPORT OF EITHER THE MAIN FORCE OR THE FIRST STRIKING F(RCE,
AND PREFERABLY THE LATITR.

IF THE ABOVE ANALYSIS IS CO.RRECT--AND OTHER INFORMATION INDICATES
THAT IT IS-COMMANDER SW AREA'S VIEWS APPEAR TO BE SOUND WITH THE EXCEPTION I
OF THE SUGGESTION THAT THE 3ECOND STRIKING FORCE BE EMPLOYED "IN SUPPORT OF",
SINCE THIS PRESENTS THE CONCEPT OF THIS SMALL FORCE OPERATING APART FROM
EITHER OF THE PRINCIPAL FORCES RATHER THAN AS PART OF THE ONE OR THE OTHER OF
THESE PRINCIPAL FORCES. IT HAD LONG BEEN RELCOGNIZED BY THE JAPANESE--AND
WAS SO RECOMMENDED AS LATE AS SEPTEMBER 10TH BY COMMANDER MOBILE FORCE--7THAT
IN ORDER TO ASSURE SUCCESS OF THE PENETRATION OPE.ATION, IT WAS NECESSARY TO
AUGMENT THE SURFACE COMBAT STRENGTH OF THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE AS MUCLI AS
POSSIBLE. COMMANVER 1W AREA'S SUGGESTION, THEREFORE, WAS NOT ONLY IN OPPOSI-

TION TO THIS RECOMMENDATION, BUT WAS ALSO IN OPPOSITION TO THE PRINCIPLE OF
CONCENTRATION, WHICH THE JAPANESE SO FAR IN THE LEYTE OPERATION HAD CONTINUED
TO IGNORE, ESPECIALLY IN THE AIR OPERATIONS BY THE FIFTH AND SIXTH BASE AIR
FC1CES, AS WAS DISCUSSED IN VOLUME I OF THIS ANALYSIS.

Area There is no explanation available as to why the Chief of Staff SW
Area Force believed that the troops should land on the west coast in conjunc-
tion with and only slightly behind the penetration of the FIiST Striking

Statements of Japanese Officials in World War II, Volume IV, Military
History Section, FEC, page 20, Statem, nt ct Rear Admiral Toshitane

Takata, ex-IJN, October 10th, 1944.
S** Vice Admiral Takao Kurita, IJN.
.*•* Vice Admiral Kiyohide Shima, IJN.
SVice Admiral Jisaburo Ozawa, IJN.
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Force. Perhaps knowing as he did that Allied air power would offer the only
serious opposition to his landings, he hoped that the air forces would be
occupied at this time with the operations of the FIRST Striking Force on the
east coast of Leyte, and therefore he might be able to make daylight land-
ings on the west coast with acceptable losses.

Also, there is no explanation as to how CinC Southern Army proposed
to effect counterlandings on the cast coast of Leyte. Perhaps, because of
the limited ground troops available, he was contemplating a form of Tokyo
Express, which, if successful, would, because of the relatively rapid move-
ment by sea when compared with the movement by land in the rugged terrain of
Leyte--particularly during the rainy season-expedite the delivery of these
reinforcements to the battle area. However, the possibility of success of
such an operation, in view of the strength of the Allied naval force already
in the Leyte Gulf area, which strength was increasing daily, must have seemed
poor.

At 2246 Commander SW Area Force, presumably feeling that, since the
defense forces in the Car Nicobar operation had recently enjoyed some success
(it reported sinking one carrier and one destroyer on this day), it might be
wise to attempt some stronger counteraction than was within the province of
the local naval commander. He therefore issued a "U" operation alert for
the Car Nicobar Islands.* This "U" operation appears to have prescribed the
tasks to be undertaken by the subarea forces, both surface forces and land-
based air forces. However, the order distinctly exempted the ThIuD Base Air
Force, which operated in the Borneo area, and directed that force to continue
its present missions.*

(a) Operations of Commander SECOND Striking Force, October 19th.

Commander SECOND Striking Force, with the SECOND Striking Force
less the HATSUIARU which was proceeding independently to Mako and less
CRUDIV SIXTEEN which was proceeding in company with the FIRST Striking Force
to Brunei, continued on course 2000 (T) at a speed of advance of sixteen knots
"toward Mako.

At 0600 he changed course to the westward to head toward northern
Formosa.**

At 0730 he advised his command that SHO Oric had been xtivated
as of 1730 the previous day. This appears to have been a precautionary sig-
nal to insure that all ships in the force knew of the activation.-X**

* Commander SW Area Force Dispatch l9226 October 1944, to SW Area Force
(SW Area Force DesOpOrd No. 669), War Diary 23rd Air Flotilla, Octobcr
194, vDc Document 160264, NA 12546.

*•- Track Chart Appended to War Diary ABUKUMA October 1944, WDC Document
161636, NA 11973.

*• Commander SECOND Striking Force Dispatch 190730 October 1944, to SECOND
Striking Force, War Diary DESDIV 7 (USI'IO) October 1944, WDC Document
161717, NA 11801.

-365-



n w -COM SECOND STRIKING FORCE

Since he had been ordered to the SW Area Command in order to
assist in counterlanding operations, he was naturally very interested in the
character of the Allied operations, the location of the various Allied forces,
and the nature of the Japanese counterlanding operations and therefore made
every effort to obtain contact and other reports by careful attention to

radio interception. It is therefore likely that he received at least s5fe
of the contact reports being broadcast by Commander FIFTH Base Air Force.
In this case, he would have learned that Allied carrier task forces were
present in the Philippine area in great strength and that from the contacts
on transport shipping an invasion in strength would soon eventuate.

At noon, in position Latitude 25 0-19'N, Longitude 123 0-13'E,
he again altered course, this time to somewhat north of west, ii, order to pass
well clear of the northernmost tip of Formosa.*

At about 1250 he likely received CinC Combined Fleet's dispatch
191220 to Commander Mobile Force, wherein the CinC advised that commander
that "under certain circumstances" he might return the SECOND Striking, Force
to the Main Force.** Since this dispatch did not state whether or not the
SECOND Striking Force to be so ordered was, in this case, the original S'CC-
ONI Striking Force or was that force augmented by CRUDIV SIXTEEN, it can be
supposed that this lack of infoimation gave him cause for concern. He could
see, by simple plotting on his charts, that if he had to wait until he had
rendezvoused with •N1UDIV SIXTEEN before he could return to the Main Force,
he would be long delayed, and that if he did not wait for CRUDIV SIXTEEN,
but reported immediately, he would still be unable to rejoin the Main Force
before it had sortied from Binro Suido. Therefore, it, was clear that he
would either rejoin at sea or would operate separately, with the latter
course the more likely because of radio silence. He awaited the clarifying
dispatches which would norirally be forthcoming.

lHe was also concerned about the meaning of the words "under cer-
tain circumstances", since there was no explanation of their moaning.

At 1328 the ABUKUMA sighted an airplane,* apparently a Japanese
seaplane, which had evidently been sent from one of the seaplane bases near-
by to escort the SECOND Striking Force. This view is supported by the fact
that in the action reports available to this study there are no references
to comminications between the plane and the ships. This was because, at this
time, the Japanese conmnunications had not been developed to the stage where,

* Track Chart Appended to War Diary ABUKUMA, Octcber 1944, 1DC Document

161636, NA 11973.
** CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 191220 October 1944 to Cor=-inrer Mobile

Force, other addressees unknown, Detailed Action Report Main Force,
SHO One Operation, October 20th - 29th, 194.4, WOC Document 161005,
NA 11744.

- War Diary ABUKU\A, October 29th, 1944, WIDC Document 161636, Nh 11973.

C-36T6-TTAI,
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for instance surface units could intarcept or receive messages from land-
based aircraft.*

At abouit 1406 Comnander SECOND Striking Force likely received
Commander FIFTH Base Air Force's dispatch 191336 which gave, in part, a
summary of the contact reports received as of 1300 by that command.**

At 1510 the ABUKUMA detected radio transmissions from an Allied
submarine.**x-* This may have been the submarine TRIGGER, which, at 1328,
while operating at periscope depth had sighted the SECOND Striking Force at
a rang- of 18,000 yards, bearing 0800 (T), and, taking advantage of her excel-
lent relative position had commenced making an approach for attack. For-
tunately for the Japanese, the TRIGGER was unab>e to deliver the attack be-
cause she was forced to dive below periscope depth upon being sighted aad
attacked at 1344 by the plane reported above. However, the TRIGGER surfaced
at 1522 and commenced transmitting the contact iport.*•*

Commander SECOND Striking Force does not appear to have been too
concerned over ýhis contact. Apparently, he was anxious to get to his des-
tination, Mako, and did not wish to reduce his screen by detailing any of his
escorting destroyf.rs to stay with the contact. It is also possible that the
additional fuel which wou.d have been required for these destroyers to rejoin
the screen, once the search had been completed, was a deciding factor.

At 1532 and again at 1616 the ABUKUM reported sighting what
appeared to be enemy submarines.*** Although one of these contacts may have
been on the TANG this seems scarcely likely since the submarine TkNG appears
to have been no nearer than thirty miles. There were no other Allied or
Japanese submarines nearby.

At 1710 Commander SECOND Striking Force issued his fueling plan
for fueling from the oiler RYOEI MAR11 at Mako on the following morning.•P-'*

This oiler was due to arrive at Mako after the SECOND Striking
Force had arrived there. Except for the fueling of the ABITKUýA which was

* USSBS Interrogation Navy No. 75, Interrogations of Japanese Officials

Interrogation of Admiral Soemu Toyoda, ex-IJN, Volume II, Page 316.
Commander FIF'11 Base Air Force Dispatch 191336 October 1944 to 103rd
Attack Unit (7O1s-i, Air Group), Material for Situation Estimates FIRST
Section Naval General Staff, October 1944, WDC Document 216764
(Microi iam)

* War Diary AB'UKUMA, October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
SWar Patrol Report TRIGGER, Report of TENTH War Patrol, Serial 033,

November 3rd, 1944.

**• Commander SECOND Striking Force Dispatch 191710 October 1944 to
SECOND Striking Force, War Diary DESDIV 7, (USHIC), October 1914,
WDC Document 161717, NA 11801).
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scheduled to occur immediately after the arrival of the oiler, all fueling
was to be accomplished commencing "from about sundown." This was evidently
to reduce possible damage from Allied air attack s4-nce the fueling plan
called for the heavy cruise3rs and destroyers to be alongside the oiler at
the same time, with one heavy cruiser and four destroyers on each side of
the oiler.* The arrargement appears to have been designed primarily to ex-
pedite communications since the above plan indicated that only one ship at
a time could fuel from the oiler.

At 1800 having rounded the northwest tip of Formosa, Commander
SECOND Striking Force changed course to about 2250 (T) and entered the Straits
of Formosa.**

At 1945 he designated the daytime conditions of readiness to be
followed while at Mako.•* These were relatively low (i.e. twelve knots in
fifteen minutes) which indicates that he anticipated no serious Allied oper-
ations against his comand.

At 2155 the ABUKUMA reported having sighted what appeared to be
a submarine.H**-* This contact may have been the submarine TANG which could
have been in the rea at about this time. *H-* Sir .;@ the TANG was later
lost with all of her records, the reality of this contact cannot be confirmed.

At 2316 Commander SECOND Striking Force received the 'U" alert
issued by Conminnder SW Area Force.;H

At 2400 the SECOND Striking Force was bearing 022 0 (T) distant
ninety miles from Mak'.,. The HATSUTHARU's position is not known. However,
the submarine TRIGGEM contacted at 1005 a single destroyer of the same class
as the HATSUHARU heuded in the direction of northern Formosa which, assuming
a speed of advance of fourteen knots and a direct route, could well have been
that ship. In this case she was at 1005 some sixty-five miles ahead of the

• Commander SECOND Striking Force Dispatch 191710 October 1944 to
SECOND Striking Force, War Diary DESDIV 7, (USHIO), October 1944,
WDC Document 161717, NA 11l01.
Track Chart Appended to War Diary ABUKUMA October 194.4, WDC Document
161636, NA 11973.
Commknder SECOND Striking Force Dispatch 191945 October 1944 to
SECOND Striking Force (SECOND Striking Force SigOrd No. 133), War
Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

•** War Diazy ABUKUMA, Oc'• •ber 1944, W-DC Document 161636, NA 11937.
•H* War Patrol Report TANG, Report of FIFTH War Patrol, No Serial,

September 19th, 1945 (Written from memory by Commanding Officer).
• ****~ Commander SW Area Dispatch 192246 October 19"4 to SW Area Force

(SW Area Force DesOpOrd No. 669), War Diary DISRON 1, October 1941+,
WDC Document 161638, NA 11739o
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SECOND Striking Force. Her estimated 2400 position was bearing 042°(T) dis-
tant sixty miles from Mako.

(b) Operations of Comnander FIFTH Base Air Force, October 19th.

Commander FIFTH Base Air Force, at his headquarters in Manila,
awaited the reports of his morning searches. The weather had improved mark-
edly and he knew that all of his search planes had departed on their scheduled
searches. What these searches were is not known exactly, since there is no
data available to this study which gives the character of the searches for
this day. It will be remembered that the search operations prior to the act-
ivation of SHO One had been governed by the joint agreement between Commander

FIFTH Base Air Force and U.G. FOURTH Air Armv.* But now that SHO One had been
activated, this agreement had automatically terminated. However, it is not
believe-! that the search plans for October 19th could have differed greatly
from the previous plans and therefore it is assumed, that the search coverage
was as great on this day as during the preceding days.

Commander FIFTH Base Air Force, mindful of the fact that, except-
ing for the Allied surface shipping at the entrance to and inside Leyte Gulf,
no additional Allied forces had been discovered on the previous day in the
Leyte area, was undoubtedly anxious that today's searches be effective. He
knew, of course, that at 1030 on the previous day an Allied carrier task force
had been discovered some 200 miles east of Manila, presumably by Army sezch
planes, and he knew that the Manila area, as well as Laoag, Aparri, Clark
Field, Tacloban, and Cebu had been heavily hit by carrier planes.** He real-
ized that, if an Allied landing was in prospect (at 2142 on the previous day
he had advised his command that such an enemy landing near Tacloban was in
prospect),*** the enemy would necessarily have much greater forces in the
Leyte area than -d as yet been discovered. Certainly as a result of previous
experience with Lied landing operations, he could expect mary more carriers
and much more powerful invasion forces. He was determined to discover these
because the success of the penetration operation was dependent in a large way
upon early discovery of enemy invasion forces, and because, owing to the
typhoon, he had thus far failed badly in his efforts to locate the enemy
forces approaching the Leyte area. Indeed, the Allied forces noiv operating
in that area had not been discovered until they had arrived off Suluan Island
early morning October 17th.

Documents from file of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, FOURTH Air Arq,,

Department of the ArPW Historical Division Microfilm HS-7 (Agreement
probably made late summer 19L4).

-3 Material for Situation Estimates, FIRST Section Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).

** Conmander FIFTH Base Air Force Dispatch 1.2142 October 1944 to FIFTH

Base Air Force (FIFTH Base Uir Force DesOpOrd 49), Detailed Action
Report No. 3 253rd Attack Unit (331st Air Group/, October 2oth -
November k3th, 1944, WDC Document 160354, NA 12378
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I Shortly after 0800 he knew that Allied carrier forces were still
in the area for at that time carrier planes commenced atriking airfields in
the Manila area and in the western Visayas.* Also at this time he began to
receive contact reports on Allied forces approaching the Leyte area, as well
as on Allied carrier task forces operating off Luzon.

These reports were made as follows:

(a) At 0800, three regular carriers, four escort carriers,
twelve cruisers and destroyers and about forty small craft in Leyte Gulf.**

The contact concerning the ships inside Leyte Gulf, was con-
siderably inaccurate in that (a) there were no carriers whatsoever inside
Leyte Gulf and no regular carriers even in the vicinity, and (b) there were
inside the gulf six battleships, six cruisers, sixteen destroyers, and forty-
one minesweepers.

(b) At 0812, four carriers bearing 0900(T), distan., 155 miles
from Bataan Peninsula.*** As has been noted earlier under the discussion of
contact reports received by CinC Combined Fleet, this was later corrected to
a report at 0812 of five carriers in Latitude 15 0-20'N, Longitude 123 0-40'E.**

These contacts, which are clearly on the saM task group
(TG ý8.4) differ by some twenty-five miles. The criginal contact which was
received first was correct in position and composition. 'therefore, the cor-
rented report which appears to have been received sone hours later was in
error not only in position by some twenty-five miles bearing 0400 (T) from
the correct position of TG 38.4 but also in coaposition in that there were
four rather than five carriers in the task group.

It is possible that the Japanese plane which made this con-
tact report was shot down, since the ENTERPRISE reported having destroyed by
air action sometime between 0730 and 1125 one land attack plane bearing 28.?
(T), distant thirty-five miles from TG 38.4.

(e) At 0830 thirty merchant-type ships, escorted by four cruisors
or destroyers, on a northwesterly course in Latitude 100 - 15'N, Longitude
1270 - 55'E, (bearing -100(T), i stant 180 miles from Tacloban).*

* Aaterial for Situation Estimates, First Section Naval Ge: 1tral Staff
October 1944, WDC Document 216764, (Microfilm).

* Comander FIrm Base Air Force Dispatch 191336 October 1944, to FIFTH
Ba-'e Air Force Battle Report Addressees, War Diary 103rd Attack Unit,
October 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.

*IN Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN (COMBATDIV 1)), Personal Diary, SENSORIOKU,

Nippon Shuppan Kyodo i-bushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953), Volume
II.
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The contact concerning the ships on a northwesterly course
appears to have been made on a portion of TF 78 which was being escorted by
tour cruisers of TG 77.3. There is a possibility that the contact may have
been made on the Landing Craft Movement Group of TF 79 which was five miles
nearer the reported position but since there were no large merchant ships
in this group and no cruisers it seems correct to say that the contact was
on TF 78 because that force in addition to many small ships such as destroy-
ers, LSDts, LSTIs, LCI s and LSM~s consisted of twenty-two large ships es-
carted by two heavy cruisers and two light cruisers. Thus the contact re-
port appears to have been the result of a quick estimate. Actually, in
either case the reported position of the contact was konsiderably in error

as TF 78 was about forty miles due soutL of the reported position, and the
SLanding Craft Movennt Group was about thirty-five miles bearing 255 0 (T)

from the reported position.

(d) At 0845, three carriers and eight other ships in Latitude
P00 - 05fN, Longitude 1260 - 25'E, (bearing 1300 (T), distant 120 miles from

Tacloban) .*

This contact was made on TU 77.4.1 (Panaon Carrier Group),
which was operating in the area indicated. It was in error, as regards posi-
tion, as TU 77.4.1 was at this time about forty miles to the north of the
reported position. There were four instead of three escort carriers, the
other eight ships being the seven destroyers and destroyers escoe'ts which now
comprised the screen since EVERSOLE had retired to Kossol Passage.

(e) At 0850, one escort carrier, three battleships, seven cruis-
ers, and three or four destroyers in Latitude 110 - 051N, Longitude 3.270 -
05'E (bearing 094°(T) distant 130 miles from Tacloban).*

This contact, whilt reasonably correct for position, was very
inaccurate as to composition. Actually, this was TU 77.4.2, composed solely
of four escort carriers and eight destroyers and destroyer escorts.

(f) At 0912, thirty merchant vessels in Latitude 110 - 15'N,
Longitude 1260 - 15'E (off the southeastern coast of Samar) on a northerly
course .*

This contact-an ArnW lookout post report-while reasonably
correct as regards position, was likewise completely inaccurate as to compo-
sition. This formation included no merchant vessels whatsoever; it was TU
77.40.3, composed of four escort onrriers and seven destroyers and deatroyer
escorts,

* Coimmander FIFTH Base Air Force Dispa tch 191336 October 19A4 to FIFTH Base
Air Force Battle Report Addressees, War Diary 103rd Attack Unit, October
1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.
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(g) At 0930, three carriers and five battleships on a north-
easterly course in Latitude 170 - 15'N, Longitude 1260 - 35'E (280 miles
northeast of Lamon Bay).*

This contact, which was on MT 38.3, was correct for position
and was correct in composition as regards the large ships, except that there I
were four carriers and four battleships rather than three carriers and five
battleships. Apparently this pilot reported only the larger ships in the
formation, ignoring the cruisers and destroyers.

(h) At 1010, two carriers and two cruisers in Latitude 170 - 451N,
Longitude 1270 - 35'E (about seventy miles bearing 0700 (T) from the group
sighted at 0930).*

This was the retiring TG 30.3. The contact report was in
error as regards position as the task group was about forty miles to the
southeast of th- reported position. It was correct as regards the number of
carriers but incorrect as regards the number of cruisers, since, in addition
to the damaged CANBERRA and HOUSTON, there were two others. There were also
nine destroyers and two tugs. The plane, which apparently made this contact,

was sighted at 1015 by the COWlPENS within twelve miles of the task group. It
retired at high speed and escaped.**

(i) At 1220, a large group of merchant ships in Latitude 080 -

25'N, Longitude 128" - 25'E (bearing 1300 (T) distant 580 miles from Manila).

This contact appears to have been made on the transport group
of TF 79. This opinion is based on the fact that, although the contact was
some sixty miles south of TF 79's actual position, the longitude and the size
of the convoy were correct. Also, there were no Allied ships in the latitude
referred to.

IT WILL BE NOTED THAT TriE JAPANESE PLANES HAD, IN GENER4L SUCCEED-
ED IN OBTAINING A REASONABLY ACCURATE PICTURE OF TIE APPROACH OF THE ALLIED
FORCES TO LEYTE. WHILE NOT ALL ALLIED FORCES WERE LOCATED AND WHILE SOME OF
THE CONTACTS WERE OIF IN POSITION BY AS MUCH AS FORTY MIlLES (PERHAPS DUE TO
MISHANDLING OF THE GRID SYSTEM; PERHAPS TO POOR AERIAL NAVIGATION) ENOUGH
GENERAL INFORMATION WAS OBTAINED TO PROVIDE THE JAPANESE COMMANDERS WITH SUF-
FICIENT EVIDENCE TO INDICATE THAT A LANDING IN STRENGTH WAS ABOUT TO TAKE
PLACE IN THE LEYTE AREA. IT IS OF INTEREST THAT THE TWO ALLIED AMPHIBIOUS
COMMANDERS (CTF 78 AND CTF 79) DID NOT KNOW THAT THEY HAD BEEN REPORTED.
THEY THOUGHT THE)YSELVES THUS FAR TJNDETECTEDM*** ALTHOUGH CTF 79, BECAUSE OF

* Commander FIFTH Base Air Force Dispatch 191336 October 1944 to FIFTH
Base Air Force Battle Report Addressees, War Diary 103rd Attack Unit,
October 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.

S War Diary COWPENS, October 19th, 1944.
S*** Action Report, CTF 78, Leyte Operation, October 17th - 25th, 1944,

Serial 00911, November 10th, 1944.
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A CONTACT REPORT ON THREE LARGE ENEMY SHIPS PASSING THROUGH MAKASSAR STRAIT,
MAEE PREPARATIONS FCR POSSIBLE SURFACE ACTION.*

About this time Commander FIFTH Base Air Force knew that his
search plane searching the sector 0950 - 1050 (T) from Manila was missing.**

Sometime about 1120, but probably later, Commander FIFTH Base
Air Force received Commander SIXTH Base Air Force's dispatch orders for the
SHO One operation.*** From this dispatch he could see that the SIXTH Base
Air Force would move to the Philippines on October 21st or 22nd and would
commence attack operations on October 22nd or 23rd. This data gave him as
a minimum, two days in which to complete the preparation of the bases to be
occupied by the planes of the SIXTH Base Air Force.

At 1330 one carrier-type bomber with four fighters with bombs
departed Mabalacat to attack surface ships in Leyte Gulf and claimed having

* scored direct hits on two battleships.**"

Since the Allied battleships did iwt report any attacks, and
since the LOUISVILLE, certain minesweepers and the ARIADNE did report attacks
by five carrier-type planes occurring between 1700 and 1714, it seems likely
that these latter attacks were made by the Mabalacat group.*'"* These
attacks were unsuccessful.

This was the only air strike launched by Commander FIFT1 Base
Air Force on this day. This appears to have been due to the intermittent
heavy air strikes by Allied aircraft on his airfields in the Philippines

P notably against the Clark Field area, the Manila area, klnd the Visayas. At
this time the main air strength of the FIFTH Base Air Forc- and the FOURTH

, -- Air Army was in central Luzon.

* Action Report CTF 79 Seizure of Leyte, Serial 00323, November 13th,

1944.
Commander FIFTH Base Air Force Dispaich 191336, October 1944, to
FIFTH Base Air Force Battle Report Addressees, War Diary 103rd Attack
Unit (701st Air Group), October 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.

• m Commander SIXTH Base Air Force Dispatch 191050, October 1944 to SIXTH
Base Air Force, War Diary 103rd Attack Unit (701st Air Group), October
1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.

S*•"* Philippine Area Naval Operations, Part II, October-December 1944,
"Second Demobilization 13ureau Japanese Government, October 1944,
Department of Arzm Historical Division File 8-5, JS-104.

M*~** Action Report CTG 77.2, Bombardment and Capture of Leyte Island,
Philippinm islands, October 16th - 24th, 1944, Serial 00147, November
5th. IV4; also W.r Diaries HOVEY, HAMILTON, LONG, PALMER, ARIADNE
and SOUTHARD, October 19th, 1944.
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Commander FIFTH Base Air Force now prepared a iimmary report
of the above contacts and included therein a statement that up to 1330
there had been three attacks by a total of twenty-five enenq aircraft, of
which thirteen had struck Clark Field accomplishing little damage. At 1336
he disseminated this report to the FIFTH Base Air Force Battle Report
Addressees.*

THIS ACTION WAS SOUND AN4D REPRESENTS A PRACTICE WHICH WAS IN
EFFECT AT THE TIME IN THE U.S. NAVY** AND IS IN EFFECT AT PRESENT.*** WHILE
IT IS NOT WISE TO BUEEN COM•UNICATIONS WITH REPCI TS OF THE ENEMY THAT CON.-
TAIN NO NEW INFORMATION, IT IS NECESSARY TO DISSEMINATE PERTINENT NEW INFOR-
MATION--AND IN PARTICULAR, CONTACT REPORTS -PROMPTLY TO ALL COMMANDERS
CONCERNED. IN THIS CASE, COMMANDER FIFTH BASE AIR FORCE REALIZED THAT IT
WAS MOST LIKELY THAT MANY OF THESE CONTACTS MIGHT NOT HAVE BEEN REWEIVED,
AND SINCE HE KNEW THAT THE SITUATION WAS VERY FLUID, HE FELT THAT THIS INFOR-
MATION WAS ESSENTIAL IN ASSISTING THE RESPONSIBLE C()MANDERS 1O FORYMULATE
THEIR ESTIMATES OF THE SITUATION.

At about 1406 he received a dispatch from Commander 61st Air
Flotilla at Davao to his base commanders wherein that commander (.) gave a
sunmmiary of the results obtained by Japanese land-based aircraft between Oct-
ober llth and October 16th and claimed in this summary that Japanese land-
based aircraft had sunk or damaged thirteen carriers, three battleships,,
seven cruisers and twelve other ships of unidentified type in the area east
of Formosa, (b) stated that an enemy invasion force was concentrated in the
vicinity of Tacloban in the central Philippines and was attempting a landing.,
(c) stated that SHO One had been activated on the preceding day, and (d)
directed that, since it was highly probable that the Allies would carry out
air attacks on the southern Philippines in support of this invasion attempt,
all bases were to strengthen defensive dispositions and carry out their mis-

sions to the best of their ability.*E*

This dispatch is of importance in that it indicates that the
Japanese High Command had not informed the commanders on the lower echelons
of the failure of the air operations against TF 38 and permitted those
commanders to operate on the basis of incorrect information. As a matter of

Commander FIFTH Base Air Force Dispý ch 191336 Octooer 1944 to FIFTH
Base Air Force Battle Report Addreb:•ees, War Diary 103rd Attack Unit
(7Ost Air Group), October 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.

* War Instructions, U.S. Navy 1934, FTP 143, Section VI, paragraphs 520-
523.

*** Operational Intelligence, U.S. Navy 1947 ONI-Y-1 Chapter I, Paragraph
1304.

* Commander 61st Air Flotilla Dispatch 191336 October 1)4,4 to Davao No. 1
and No. 2, Degos, Lasang, Sarangani, Valencia, and Cagayan Dases, War
Diary 103rd Attack Unit (701st Air Group), October 191J4, WDC Document
160258, NA 12592.
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note, it is not clear where Commander SIXTY-FIRST Air Flotilla obtained his
information of ships sunk or damaged since his list differs from that publish-
ed by Imperial General Headquarters on October 16th.

WHY THE JAPANESE HIGH COMMAND AT THIS LATE DATE I"AILED TO ADVISE
THE LOWER ECHELONS OF THE TRUE SITUATION IS NOT KNOWN. CERTAINLY THE HIGH
COMMAND WELL UNDERSTOOD THAT, EXCEPTING FOR THE SPECIAL PURPOSES OF DECEIVING
THE ENEMY, IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT SUBORDINATE COMMANDERS ES CONSTANTLY ADVISED
AS TO THE ENSMY SITUATION SO THAT THEY MAY ESTIMATE FUTURE COURSES OF ACTION,
CORRECT DEFICIENCIES AND DIRECT EFFORTS TOWARD ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE OBJECT-
IVE. OTHERWISE SHOULD SITUATIONS ARISE WHERE THE SUBORDINATE COMMANIER IS
FORCED, WITHOUT ACCESS TO LATEST INTELLIGENCE DATA, TO MAKE HIS OWN ESTIMATE
OF THE SITUATION AND TO ARRIVE AT HIS OWN DECISION WITHOUT RECOURSE TO HIC4ER
AUTHORITY HE MIGHT WELL TAKE ACTION WHICH MIGHT ADVERSELY AFFECT THE ACCOM-
PLIS1HMENT OF HIS COMMANDERIS OBJECTIVE°

THAT THIS CRITICISM IS JUSTIFIED IS CLEAR FROM COMBATDIV ONE'S
PERSONAL DIARY* WHEREIN THAT COMMANDER, IN COMMENTING ON THE FACT THAT THE
CHIEF OF STAFF COMBINED FILEET HAD PUBLISHED WITHOUT CHANGE THE T-FORCE BATTLE
CLAIMS FOR OCTOBER 12TH AND 13TH, STATED IN PART:

"THERE ARE TIMES WHEN EXAGGERATION IS DESIRABLE IN ORDER TO
RAISE MORALE, BUT GREAT CAUTION SHOULD BE EXERCISED IN ORDER THAT MEN WHO
ARE DIRECTING OPERATIONS DO NOT PLACE UNDUE RELIANCE ON BATTLE REPORTS AND
GET CARRIED AWAY."

At about 1408 Commander FIFTH Base Air Force received a dispatch
from Commander SIXTH Base Air Force wh'fich reported the operational strength

of that command on Formosa, as of 0800, to be 223 aircraft out of 395 avail-
able, and gave their type and present location.4* Actually, as pointed out
under Commander SIXTH Base Air Force, the summary was in error as the figures
in the dispatch gave 221 aircraft operational out of 398 available.

During the day he knew that about five army planes had attacked
shipping off Tacloban claiming damage to three battleships and three trans-
ports with a loss of three planes.*@*

* Vice Admiral Matome UgakL, IJN, (COMBATDIV 1), Personal Diary, SENSORZOKU,
Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953, Volume II

*• Commander SIXTH Baue Air Force Dispatch 191338 October -944 to
addressees unknown, War Diary Kokubu Detachment, 103rd Attack Unit,
(701st Air Group), October 13th-31st, 1944, WDC Docuient 160258, NA 12592

*** Daily Record of the War Situation, GHQ-FEC Special Historical Collection,
Supporting Documents to General of the AnrT Douglas MacArthur's Hiitori-
cal Report on Allied Operations in the Southwest Pacific Area (Item 4,
Footlocker 10 of 10, SWPA Series Vol. I1).
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Later on Qn Lne day after having received reports from his unit
commanders he estimated that the Allies had made more than 160 sorties
against the Philippines.* Actually there had been 485 sorties.**

It will be remembered that on the previous evening Commander
FIFTH Base Air Force had directed that at 1715 the next day an air attack
group was to depart Puerto Princesa, Palawan, for Leyte Gulf where it was to
execute an attack on the Allied transports off Tacloban.•*** It is prnsumed
that this was to be a dusk attack. This attack, for reasons probably known
to Commander FIFTH Base Air Force but not available to this study, was not
made since the Allies reported no air strikes after 1714. Perhaps the can-
cellation of this attack was due to a number of causes notably lack of oper-
ational aircraft within the attack units and to insufficient timie for prepara-S tion.

At about 1935 he received Commander SW Area Force's dispatch

191905 wherein that commander enxhorted the entire SW Area Force to do its
utmost to gain victory.-*§*

At about 1945 Commander FIFTH Base Air Force received Commander
SIXTH Base Air Force's dispatch directing the SIXTH Pase Air Force to con-
tinue the same operation on the 20th that it had conducted on the 19th.isp-•

At 2134, possibly in view of this lack of operational aircraft
within the attack units, he ordered the 'IS" Attack Unit to report to Com-
mander 201st Air Unit for duty and changed its deployment base from Manila
to Mabalcat. This unit which was originally ordered to provide escorts for
shipping, and interceptors for the Manila patrol section, now appears to have
been assigned to the 201st Air Uni~t as a reinforcement of that unit.•*"-"k

* Material for Situation Estimates, First Section Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WODC Document 216764 (Microfilm).
Supra Chapter V, Operations of CTF 38, CTG 77.4 and C.G. FIFTH Air
Force, October 19th, 1944.
Commander FIFTH Base Air Force Dispatch 182142 October 1944 to FIFTH
Base Air Force (FIFTH Base Air Force DesOpOrd 49), Detailed Action
Report No. 3 253rd Attack Unit (331st Air Group), October 20th -

November 13th, 1944., WDC Document 160354, NA 12378.
3-* Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 191905 October 1944 to all Fleet

and Squadron Commanders SW Area Force, War Diary DESRON 1, October
1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

*•~* Commander SIXTH Base Air Force Dispatch 191915 October 1944 to SL.0TH
Base Air Force, Detailed Action Report Oruku Detachment (901st Air
Group), October 1944, WDC Document 160369, NA 12366.

•.• • Commander FIFTH Base Air Force Dispatch 192134 October 1941, to FIFTH
Base Air Force (FIFTH Base Air Force DesOpOrd 50), War Diary 23rd
Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC Document 160264, NA 12546.
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6. During this day Vice Admiral Onishi who, it will be recalled, had

accepted the responsibility for forming the KAMIKAZE Special Attack Corps
commenced forming that corps. Having decided that it would be wiser to work
through the immediate superiors in command of the pilots rather than to
appeal directly to the pilots themselves, he summoned to the FIFTH Base Air
Force Headquarters the Commander 761st Air Group* based at Clark Field and
the Commander 201st Air Group** based at Mabalacat and their respective
operations officers. Sometime in the afternoon the Commander 761st Air
Group and his operations officer arrived and Vice Admiral Onishi, after
having explained that he was speaking as the incoming Commander FIFTH Base
Air Force, made known his views concerning the necessity for the formation
of the KAMIKAZE Special Attack Corps.

Since the Commander 201st Air Group had not arrived by 1.600 (he
had delayed to observe the departure of an attack unit) and since it was
thought that either his car had broken down or he had been ambushed by
guerillas Vice Admiral Onishi then departed for Clark Air Base where he
assembled the personnel, explained the critical situation facing Japan,
expounded his views concerning the necessity for forming the KAMIKAZE Special

Attack Corps and called for volunteers.

The pilots of the 201st Air Group accepted the challenge and re-
quested that the formation of this unit be left to the air group itself,
which request was agreed to by Vice Admiral Onishi.*** Recruiting of pilots
for the corps started immediately. Thus the KAMIKAZE Special Attack Corps
was borni

I

* Captain Kosei Maeda, IJN.
•: Captain Sakae Yamamoto, IJN.
S**~ The KAMIKAZE Special Attack Corps, Extractb from Private Papers of

Former Japanese Officials and Officers (Diary of Vice Admiral Kimpei
Teraoka, August ist - November ].st 1944, GHQ, FEC, Special Historical
Collection, Supporting Documents to General oi' the Axiy Douglas
MacArthur's Historical Report on Allied Operations in the Southwest
Pacific Area (Item 30, Footlocker 7 of 10, S91PA Series, Volume II).
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There are no specific figures available concerning the Japanese
losses on October 19th, but what evidence there is shows that the FIFTH Base
Air Force lost a total of about nineteen planes.

This is deduced from the fact that during the day the FIFTH Base
Air Force received twenty-six planes (twenty-four carrier-type fighters and
two carrier-type attack planes). Therefore, had no planes been lost the
operational strength of the FIFTH Base Air Force would have been fifty-nine
planes i.e., thirty-three plus twenty-six. However, data available to this
analysis shows that there were forty operational planes within the FIFTH Base
Air Force at the end of the day,* out of about sixty-seven available, (twenty-
four carrier-type fighters, one carrier-type reconnaissance plane, eleven
carrier-type attack planes, two land attack planes and two two-engine land
bombers). The difference between the fifty-nine planes and the forty --
nineteen planes - therefore must represent losses suffered that day.

(B) Operations of C. G. FOURTH Air Army, October 19th.

At 0000 SHO One was activated for the FOURTH Air AimV. The basic task of
the K' TRTH Air Army under this plan as outlined in the Central Air Agreement
was the destruction of the enemy transport convoy,** C. G. FOURTH Air Army
had tentatively assigned the following tasks to his subordinates in his draft
plan of operations:***

(1) The SECOND Air Division and the THIRTIETH Fighter Group, to destroy
the enemy landing convoy.

(2) The FOURTH Air Division, to conduct the antiaircraft defense of the
Manila district.

(3) The SEVENTH Air Division, to continue the neutralization of air
bases in i4orotai and the reconnaissance of western New Guinea.

He had listed two additional tentative missions for the FOURTH Air Army
which he had not assigned specifically to his subordinate commanders: (a) to
employ either all or a part of his strength in support of counterlandings if
such were to be condv..ted and (b) to destroy enemy airborne troops.

* Nichols Field Dispatch 221851 October 1944 to Seletar Base, Detailed
Action Report No. 3 253rd Attack Unit (331st Air Group), October 20th -
November '3th, 1944, WDC Document 160354, NA 12378; also Memorandum of
Vice Admiral Gunichi Mikawab IJN, CinC Southwest Area Fleet, GHQ-FEC Spe-
cial Historical Collection, Supporting Documents to General of Th1 Ary
Douglas MacArthur's Historical Report on Allied Operations in the South-
west Pacific Area (Item 31, Footlocker 7 of 10, SWPA Series Vol. II).
Imperial General Headquarters, Navy Section Directive No. 435, July
26th, 1944, WDC Document 216769 (Microfilm).

~*3* Draft Plan of FOURTH Air Army Operations after mid-October, Documents
from the file of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, IJA, Staff Officer,
FOURTH Air Army, Department of the Army Historical Division, Microfilm
HS-7.
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As discussed under Operations of Commander FIFTH Base Air Force, the
activation of the SHO One Operation terminated the joint agreement between
C. G. FOURTH Air Army and Commander FIFTH Base Air Force which governed
search operations from the Philippines prior to this date. It has been
assumed, however, that cooperatively, the two commanders ordered essentially
the same search coverage as on previous days.

Also, because of the proximity of their headquarters, both commanders
are assumed to have received the same contact reports. C. G. FOURTH Air
Army, then received the numerous contacts reported by Comnander FIFTH Base
Air Force in his 191336.*

From these contacts, he was probably encouraged as to the effectiveness
of the search operations. However, any remaining doubt he may have had as
to whether the Suluan operations prefaced a large scale Allied invasion was
clearly dispelled.

He was aware that Commander SECOND Air Division had planned to move his
headquarters from Clark Field to Bacolod at some time during the day. This
move was in accordance with the assigned area of responsihility for that divi-
sion in the event of an enemy landing in the central o.. southern Philippines.
However he learned during the forenoon that Commander SECOND Air Division
had been wounded in an hllied air raid and had to be relieved. He therefore
ordered the C. G. FOURTH Air Divisionf*to take command of the SECOND Air
Division.-* This assigrnment was apparently in addition to that commander's
assignment as C. G. FOURTH Air Division inasmuch as no mention is made of a
new commander for that division.

About noon, C. G. FOURTH Air Army learned through naval sources of the
plans of Commander SIXTH Base Air Force. Because of the necessity for co-
ordinating his operations with those of the base air forces and the necessity
for sharing bases and facilities, he - as well as Conmmider FIFTH Base Air
Force - was concerned with making arrangements for the basing and servicing
of the SIXTH Base Air Force in the short time available.

At about 1730 he knew that the air attack of five naval planes which had
been launched against the Allied surface forces, in Leyte Gulf reporILed hav-
ing scored direct hits on two battleships.-1**

Commander FIFTH Base Air Force Dispatch 191336, October 1944 to FIFTH
Base Air Force Battle Report Addressees, War Diary 103rd Attack Unit
(701st Air Group), October 1944, VIJC Document 160258, NA 1259P; also
Daily Record of the War Situation, GHl-FEC Special Historical Collec-
tion, Supporting Documents to General of the Army Douglas MacArthur's
Historical Report on Allied Operations Southwest Pacific Area (Item 4
Footlocker 10 of 10, SWPA Series Vol. II).

;:-5 Lieutenant General Isamu Kinoshita, IJA.
***- Philippine Air Operations, Phase II, 1944-45, First Demobilization

Bureau Monograph, Japanese Government, October 1946, Vol. 46, Part i
(Colonel Misao Matsumae, Ex-IJA), paragraph III, A.2.d.

5-*•* Philippine Area Naval Operations, Part II, October-December 1944,
Second Demobilization Bureau, Japanese Coverrrent, October 1947, D:part-
ment of Army Historical Division, File No, 8-5, JS 104.
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During the day he learned from time to time that five planes of the
SECOND Air Division had been launched against Allied shipping off Tacloban
and fifteen additional had been employed as interceptors.* By nightfall he
knew that Commander SECOND Air Division had claimed damaging three battle-
ships and three transports.* These claims were entirely in error. No
battleships were attacked throughout the day, and although some combatant
craft, .hich the Japanese may have called transports (notably the CROSEY)),
were attacked, none were hit.

The Allied shtps in Leyte Gulf confirmed the above attacks with reports
of sighting twelve enemy planes of which eleven had been employed in six air
strikes, and one was a reconnaissance plane.

Despite the few attacks reportedly made by his aircraft and despite the
limited results obtained, it seems logical to believe that Commander SECOND
Air Division was satisfied for the moment with the performance of his air
units. This is so because (a) he had been hampered by bad weather in assem-
bling his forces at Bacolod** and (b) his plans called for only hit and run
attacks while concentrating all his air strength for his major air effort***
and therefore he could not expect other than limited results.

Although Japanese records do not indicate any further operations on this
day, C. G. FOURTH Air Army undoubtedly spent his time preparing plans for
the SHO battle and watching the progress of reinforcement units which were

* Philippine Air Operations, Phase II, 1944-45, First Demobilization
Bureau Monograph, Japanese Government, October 1944, Vol. 46, Part I
(Colonel Misao Matsumae, ex-IJA), Attached sheet No. 17; also Daily
Record of the War Situation, GHQ-FEC Special Historical Collection,
Supporting Documents to General of the Army Douglas MacArthur's
Historical Report on Allied Operations in the Southwest Pacific Area
(Item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, SWPA series Vol. II).

• Philippine Air Operatiorns, Phase II, 1944-45, First Demobilization
Bureau Monograph, Japanese Governuntt, October 1946, Vol. 46, Part I
(Colonel Misr, flatsumae, ex-IJA, paragraph iII.A.2.d.

**1* Documents from file of Lieutenani Colonel Katsuo Sato, IJA, Staff
Officer, FOURTH Air Army, Draft Plan of Operations, Department of the
Arm, Historical Division, Microfilm HS-7.
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en route to the PI-'ippines. His actual losses for this day wera fourteen
/ p i nes.* Thiz le Lra with about fifty-five planes operational out of

ninety-two available since no reinforcements appear to have arrived in the
Philippines on this day.

*The r hpt. at .ýimpti-al General Headquarte,'.• listed thirty-four planes,
a, foll.. Twelve aet c:n fiie, telve damaged, eight hit by ho3tile fire,

wo it6.ssing., H0we;:.•. .nce (a) t.h.ts number is much larger than the
•laims of the &I.. ,s evaluated by the proces,, developed in Volume I
all".: (I-) it seems lo.,>.caL to believe that the twelve set on fire and the
twelve oa-iiied were ono *and the jame, and (c) it ueems most likely that
the eight planes hit 1r7 .hostile fire may have been and most likely were
still operational. this niuber hat been reduced to fourteen. it is of
interect that, '.tr.ugh pire coincidence, the total number of planes lo0 +
by both thu 7 !,"H Base Ai Force (nineteen) and the FOURTH Air Aryr
(fvirtxei,-.-.. total of thirty-three planes is almost id.-ntical with the
nu•z,b-.r (thirty-two) which woula have resulted had the Japanese losses
been computed by the er,,i-r.cal factors emplo()r--' in Volume I and usec
elsewhere in kthis .ndlysis. (Daily ,ecord ¢ .' War Situation, QiQ-FEC
Special Historic-il Collection, Supporting Do.; its t) Genei-al of the
Arno, jouglas dacArthur's Historical Report on Allied Operations Southwest

f. Lc .Ar"•a (Item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, NWFA Series Vol. II).
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CHAPTER VI1, Epilogue.

With the approach of midnight the situauion was as follows:

(a) the Allied forces, which still continued to believe that major ele-
ments of the Japanese fleet would not be involved in opposition to their
present operations, had completed their advance operations in Leyte Gulf
preparatory to the landings which were to occur on the following morning;
their leading units (amphibious forces) were already entering Leyte Gulf,
although this fact wouJd not be known to the Japanese until daylight, and
were heading for their anchorages off the designated beaches; their carriers,
whose location was in general known to the Japanese, were on station pi
pared to provide cover and support on short notice and their submarines,
whose locations were known also in a general way to the Japanese, were on
station where they were operating primarily against Japanese shipping;

(b) the Japanese forces were hastily preparing to counter the Allied
main landing which they expected would occur in the Leyte-Samar area on
the following day and for which they were far frcm prepared. Their -. zurface
forces and submarines were either underway or were waking every effort to
get underway; i.e., their FIRST Striking Force, completely unknown to the
Allies, was en route Brunei Bay where it would arrive on the following morn--
ing for fueling; their SECONP Jking Force, which had been contacted az
lat. as the preceding afternoL by the Allies, wao ea route Make where it
would arrive on the following morning also for fueling; their Main Force
was still in the Inland Sea, which fact was known to the Allies, where it
was comoleting preparations for deyarture; their base air forces and their
Army air force, which were l'.: in combat strength, and their Army ground
troopb on Leyte, which were weak relative to the Allied invasion forces,
were preparing for decisive battle in defense of Leyte; and their submarines,
one or mare of which had been contacted by the Allies, were en route to thr.
waters east of the Philippines. However, because of logistics problems,
none of their naval surface forces would reach the objective -z-ea for at
least four days.

THUS AT THIS HOUR, THE ALLIES, HAVING COMPLETED ALL PREPARATIONS, WERE
ABOUT TO LA1.JCH POCAFUL IANDING OERATIONS WHlflEIN THEIR SEA, AIR AND
GROUND FORCTS WERE IN GENERAL COORDINATED AND CONCENTRATED, WHILE THE JAPA-
NESE, HAVING REACTED BFLATEDLY AND INDECISIVELY TO ALLIED ADVANCE OPERA-
TIONS, COULD NOW BRING ONLY LIMITED ELEMENTS OF THElI WIDELY DISPERSED
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SURFACE AND AIR FORCES INTO POSITION INITIALLY TO OPPOSE THE LANDINGS.
HOWEVER, UNKNOWN TO THE ALLIES THE JAPANESE WERE ALSO AT THIS HOUR MOVING
ALL OF THEIR AVAILABLE NAVAL AND AIR STRENGTH TO THE PHILIPPINES PREPARA-
TORY TO AN ALL OUT ASSAULT BY SUCH FORCES, ASSISTED BY THE LOCAL GROUND
TROOPS, AGAINST THE ALLIED INVASION AND CARRIER i'ORCES. THE CLIMACTIC
PERIOD OF THE LEM!T GULF ACTION WAS NOW UNDERWAY!

-8
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APPENDIX I

ORGANIZATION OFO ALLIED FORCES AT

240 OCTOBER 19TH

BATTLE FOR LEYTE GULv

ALLIED NAVAL FORCES Vice Admiral Kinkaid, Thomas C.

(a) TF 77 CENTRAL PHILIPPINES ATTACK FORCE. Vice Admiral Kinkaid, Thomas C.

(a) (1) TG 77.1 Flagship Group.* Captain Granum, Alfred M.

(a) TU 77.1.1 Fleet Flagship
Unit. Captain Granum, Alfred K.
AGC WASATCH (FFFFF). Captain Granum, Alfred M.
DD's AMMEN, MULLANY.

(b) TU 77.1.2 Oruiser Unit.** Captain Coneyo Charles E.
NASHVILLE. Captain Coney, Charles X.
DESDIV 48 less AM1EN,

MULLANY. ",ptain McLean, John B.
DD's ABNER REED (F), BUSH.

(2) TO 77.2 Bombardment and Fire
Support Group. Rear Admiral Oldendorf, Jesse B.

(a) TU 77.2.1 Fire Support
Unit NORTH.*** Rear Admiral Weyler, George L.
BATDIV 3 less NEW MEXICO,
IDAHO. Rear Admiral Weyler, George L.
MIS'0ISSIPPI (FF) Captain Redfield, Herman J.

BATDIV 4 less COLORADO. Rear Admiral Ruddock, Theodore D., Jr.
WEST VIRGINIA (F), Captain Wiley, Herbert V.
MARYLAND. Captain Ray, Herbert J.

DD's AULICK (F), CONY,
SIGOURNEY. Commander Andrew, John D.

* War Diary MULLANY, October 15th, 1944.
** War Diary NASHVILLE, October 16th, 1944.
SAction Report CTU 77.2.1, Bombardment and Fire Support Mission on Leyte

Island, Serial 0166, October 29th, 1944.
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(b) TU 77.2.2 Fire Support Unit
SOUTH.* Rear Admiral Oldendorf, Jesse B.
BATDIV 2 Rear Admiral Chandler, Theodore E.

TENNESSEE (F), Captain Heffernan, John D.
CALIFORNIA, Captain Burnett, Henry P.
PENNSYLVANIA. Captain Martin, Charles F.

CRUDIV 4 plus MINNEAPOLIS
less INDIANAPOLIS. Rear Admiral Oldendorf, Jesse B.

LOUISVILLE (FFF), Captain Hurt, Sawmuel H.

PORTLAND, Captain Settle, Thomas G.W.
MINNEAPOL1:3. Captain Slocum, Harry B.

CRUDIV 9 le~a ST. LOOT.S. Rear Admiral Ainsworth, Walden L.
HONOLULU (F). Captain Thurber, Harry R.

CRUDIV 12 less MONTPELIER,
CLEVELAND. Rear Admiral Hayler, Robert W.

DENVEX (F), Captain B.ledsoe, Albert M.
COLUMBIA. Captain Curts, Maurice E.

DESRON 56. Captain Smoot, Roland N.
DESDIV 111. Captain Smoot, Rolaund N.

DD's LEUTZE, NEWCOMB (FF),
BENNION, HEYWOOD L. EDWARDS,
RIICHARD P. LEARY.

DESDIV .12 plus HALFORD. Captain Conley, Thomas F., Jr.
DD'a ROBINSON (F), ROSS,**
ALBERT W. GRANT, BRYANT,
HALFORD.

DESDIV X-RAY less AULICK,
CONY, SIGOURNEY. Commander Hubbard, Miles H.

DD's CLAXTON (F), THORN, WELLES.
AVP SAN CARLOS. Lt. Cammander Mills. Delong

(3) TG 77.3 Close Covering Group.*** Rear Admiral Berkey, Russell S.
(a) (1) TU 77.3.1 Light Cruiser

Group. Rear Admiral Berkey, Russell S.
CRUDIV 15 less NASHVILLE Rear AdAiral Berkey. Russell S.

PHOENIX (FF), Captair. Duncan, Jack H.
BOISE. Capta•i Roberts, John S.

DLSDIV 47 less BEALE. Captain McManes, Yenmore M.
DD's HUTCHIIS (F), BACHE,
DALY, KILLEN.

* War Diary CCtCRUDIV 4, October 12th, 19144 and COMCRUDIV 4 Operation Plan 2-44,
Serial 0008, October 5th, 1944.

** Damaged by striking two mines October 19th; thereafter out of action; riplaced
by BLACK October 20th.

*5* Action Report CTG 77.3 Leyte Operation, Serial 0359, November 3rd, 1944.
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(2) TU 77.3.2 Heavy Cruiser
Group. Commodore Collins, John A., RAN
HMAS SHROPSHIRE Captain Nichols, Charles A.G., RN
HMAS AUSTRALIA (F), Captain Dechaineux, Emile F.V., RAN
DD'a 1MAS ARUNTA, HMAS
WARRAUNGA, BEALE.

(4) TG 77.4 Escort Carrier Group. Rear Admiral Oprague, Thomas L.

(a) (1) TU 77.4.2. Panaon CarrierGroup.* Rear Admiral Sprague, Thomas L.

(a) TU 77.4.11 CARDIV 22 Rear Admiral Sprague, Thomas L.
CVE SANGAMON (FFF) Captain Browder, Maurice E.
(CVEG 37-:Z2 VF, 9 VT), Lt. Coumander Hindman, Stanley S.

CVE SUWANNEE Captain Johnson, William D.
(CVEG 60-22 VF, 9 VT), Lt. Commander Ftilbach, Harvey 0.,USNR
CVE CHENANGO Captain Van Deurt, George
(CVEG 35-20 VF, 9 VT), Lt. Commander Moore, Frederick T., Jr.
CVE SANITE Captain Blick, Robert B.
(cVEG 26-23 VF, 8 VT). Lt. Comander Funk, Harold N.

(b) TU 77.4.12 CARDIY 28
less CVE'j SABGENT BAY
and RUDYERD BAY. Rear Admiral Henderson, George R.

CVE SAGINAW BAY (FF) Captain Sutton, Frank C.
(VC 78-18 VF, 12 VT), Lt. Commander Hyde, John L., USNR
CVE PETROF BA! Captain Kanv, Joseph L.
(VC 76-1.8 VF, 12 VT). Commander McCaulay, James W.

(c) TU 77.4.13 Screen. Captain Nunn, Ira H.
DESDIV 93 less
HEF"hMANN, HOEL. Captain Nunn, Ira H.
.D's McCCAD (F),
TRATHEN, ILAZELWOOD.

CORTDIV 63 less
SHELTON, DENNIS. Conmznder Bewick, James V.
DE'a EDMONDS, RICHtAD S. BULL,
RICHARD M. ROWELL, COWJLBAUGH.

(2) TU 77.4.I*, Rear Adminml Henderron, Geo:*'ge R,
Special Escort Group.
CVE's SAGINAW DAY (FF) (VC 78-18 VF, 12 VT),
PETROF B&Y (VC 76-18 VF, 12 VT).DE's EDMONDS, H1CHAI•W S. BULL.

* Action Report CTU 77.4.1, Leyte Operation, from October 12th-October 29th,

Serial 00104, November Sth, 1944.
*' Escorting TG 79.1 to Leyte Gulf.
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(b) (1) TU 77.4.2 Southern Carrier
Group.* Rear Admiral Stump, Felix B. I
(a) TU 77.4.21 CARDIV 24

leos CVE's ANZIO and
CORREGIDOR. Rear Admiral Stump, Felix B.

CVE NATOMA BAY (FF) Captain Morehouse, Albert K.
(VC 81-18 VF, 12 VT), Lt. Commander Barnes, Robert C.
OVE MANILA BAY Captain Lae, Fitzhugh
(VC 80-18 VF, 10 VT). Lt. Commander Stubbs, Harry K., USBN

(b) TU 77.4.22 CARDIV 27. Rear Admiral Sample, William D.
CVE MARCUS ISLAND (FF) Captain Greber, Charles F.
(VC 21-17 VF, 12 VT), Lt. Commander Murray, Thomas 0., USNR
CVE KADASHAN BAY Captain Hunter, Robert N.
(VC 20-17 VF, 12 VT), Lt. Commander Dale, John R., USNR
CVE SAVO ISLAND Captain Ekstrom, Clarence E.
(VC 27-18 VF, 12 VT), Lt. Commander Jackson, Percival W.

* CVE OMMANEY BAY Captain Young, Howard L.
8.•. (VC 75-18 VF, 12 VT). Lt. Smith, Allen W., Jr. USNH

(c) TU 77.4.23 Screen. Captain Reynolds, Luther K.
DESD.LV 94 less
JOHNSTON. Captain Reynclds, Luther K.

DD's Ha(AGXIK (F),
FRANKS, HWILEY.

CORTDIV 69 less
SbTAFFORD plus
LeRAY WILSON. Commander Phifer, Thomas C.

DE' 1 RICHARLD W. SUESENS (f),
ABERCRDMBIE, LeRAY WILSON,
OBE•iENDER, WALTU2 C. WANN.

(2) IT 77.4.24 Captain HLnter, Robert N.
Special Escort Group.**
CVB'o KADASHAN BAY (F) (VC 20-17 VF,
12 VT). C1lEY'iA BAY (VC 15-18 VF, 12 VT).
DE's RICH{RD W. SUESENS (F),
ABENKfCRIBIE. Comnander Phifer, Thca~a C.

(c) (1) TU 77.4.3 Northern Cairrier
Grotp.C** Revr Admiral Sprague, Clif on A.F.

* Action Report CTI 77.4.2, Reoccupvtiun of Luytv lJland, October l8th-29th,
1944, Serial 00114, Norew:,er 2nd, 1944.

•** Ibid. Escorting TG 78.6.
v'"* Action Report CTU 77.4.32, Action off Sawar Island, October 25th, 1944,

Serial 00014, October 28th, 1944.
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(a) TU 77.4.31 CARDIV 25. Rear Admiral Sprague, Clifton A.F.
CVE FANSHAW BAY (FF) Captain Johnson, Douglass P.
(vc 68-i8 VF, 11 TBM), Lt. Commander Rogers, Richard S.
CVE ST. LO Captain McKenna, Francis J.
(VC 65-18 VF, 12 VT), Lt. Commander Jones, Ralph M., USNR
CVE WHITE PLAINS Captain Sullivan, Dennis J.
(VC 4-17 VF, 12 VT), Lieutenant Fickenscher, Edward R., Jr.
OVE KALININ BAY Captain Williamson, Thomas B.
(VC 3-18 VF, 12 VT). Lt. Commander Keighley, WilliamH. USNR

(b) TU 77.4.32 CARDlV 26
less CVE's HOGGATT BAY
and NEHITA HAI. Rear Admiral Ofstie, Ralph A.

CVE KITKUN BAY (F) Captain Whitney, John P.
(VC 5-18 VF, 12 VT), Commander Fowler, Richard L.
CVE GAMBIER BAY Captain Vioweg, Walter V.R.
(VC 10-18 VF, 12 VT). Commander Huxtable, Edward J., Jr.

(c) TU 77.4.33 Screen. Cosunander Thomas, William D.
PDEZDIV 93 less McCORD,

THATHEN, HAZELWOOD
plus JOHNSTON. Commander Thomas, William D.
DD's HOEL (F),
HEFW NN, JOHNSTON.
DE's RAYMOND, Lt. Commander Hansen, Sigurd, USNR
DENNIS (F),
JOHN C. BUTLER,
SAMUEL B. ROBERTS.

"(2) TU 77.4.34.*
Special Escort Grolip. Hear Admiral Ofstie, Ralph A.

CVE's KITKUN BAY (F),
(VC 3-18 VF, 12 VT),
GAMBIER BAY (VC 10-18 Ve, 12 VT).
DE's DENN1S (F), Lt. Commander Hansen Sigurd, USNR
JOHN C. BUTLER.

(5) TC 77.5 Minesweeping and
Hydrographic Group.** Commander Loud, Wayne R.

(a) TU 77.5.1 Minssweepers. Commander Loud, Wayne R.

Escorting TG 78.1 and TG 78.2 to Loyte Gulf.
, * Action Report CTG 77.5, Minesweepirg Operations in Surigao Straits and Leyte

Gulf, Serial 0111, October 29th, 1944.
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(1) Sweep Unit ONE. Commander Loud, Wayne R.

Mine Division 5. Lieutenant Brennan, John E., USNR
DMS'* SOUTHARD (F),
CHANDLER, HOVEY (FF), LONG.

Mine Division 19
(Modified). Lt. Comander Clague, John, USNR
DM's PREBLE, BREESE.
DMS's HAMILTON (F),
HOWARD, PALMER.
APD SANDS (with
4 LCPR sweepers). Lieutenant S iamels, Jerome M., Jr.USNR
CHICKASAW (ATF). Lieutenant Olson, Louis G., USNR

(2) Sweep Unit TWO. Lt. Comander WoodhouseErnest W. USNR
Mine Division 14 plus
AM SCOUT.

AM's ZEAL (F), VELOCITY,
TUMULT, TOKEN, SCOUT.

(3) Sweep Unit THREE. Lt. Commander Peirce, Herbert R., Jr.,
USNR

Mine Division 13 plus
AM SINTRY.

AM's REQUISITE (F), PURSUIT,
REVENGE, SAGE, SENTRY.

(4) Sweep Unit FOUR. Lieutenant Stashli, Ralph J., Jr. USNR
YMS's 1, 81, 140 (F), 311,* 319.

(5) Sweep Unit FIVE. Lieutenant Latta, William A., USNR
YMS's 238, 243, 286, 293,
335, 389,* 398 (F).

(6) Sweep Unit SIX. Lieutenant Schmdnke, Paul, USNR
17S's 39, 49, 52,
340 (F), 342.

(7) Sweep Unit SEVEN." Lieutenant Burns, Thomas W., USNR
YMS's 71, 73, 176,* 314, 341 (F).

(8) Sweep Unit EIGHT. Lieutenant (IJg) Dal2., Roy N., USNh
4 LCPR's (carried in APD SANDS).

* YMS's 176, 311 and 389 with PRESERVER, as TU 79.12.1, arrived Leyte Gulf
October 18th, 1¶ .

* Action Report U'(T 77.5 Minesweeping Operations in Surigao Straits and
Leyte Gulf, Serial 0111, October 29th, 1944.

C q&QT1AL
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(b) TU 77.5.2 Hydrographic Unit. Comiander Hunt, Robert B.A. RAN

HMAS GASCOYNE, MSga 316, 393, H1LAL 1074.

(6) TG 77.6 Beach Demolition Group.* Lt. Commander Morgan, Charles C., USNR

(a) Transport Groups.
TRANSDIV 12 (Temporary). Lt. Commander Morgan, Charles C., USNR
APD's TALBOT (F), MANLEY,**
GOLDSBOROUGH, KANE. *
TRANSDIV 14 (Temporary). Lt. Commander Murphy, Owen B., USNR

APD'. BROOKS, BELNAP,**
OVERTONP** HUMPHREYS (F).

TRANSDIV 16 (Temporary), less
SANDS. Lt. Commander Welch, Richard L., USNR

APD'a RATIDBURNE, GEO E. BADGER,
CLEMSON.

(b) Reconnaissance and Demolition
Group.KKN Lt. Commander Eaton, James B. Jr., USNR

(1) UDT Unit NORTH. Lt. Commander Eaton, James B. Jr.,USNR
UDT No. 6 (Embarked in
APD CLEKSON ). Lieutenant Logsdon, Deearle M., USNh
UDT No. 9 (Embarked in
APD BROOKS). Lt. Commander Eaton, James B.,JrUSNR
UDT No. 10 (Embarked in
RATHBURNE.) Lieutenant Choate, Arthur O.,Jr., USNR

(2) UDT Unit SOUTH. Lt. Commander Young, Iunald E., UWNX

UDT No. 3 (Embarked in
APD TALBOT). Lieutenant Crist, Thomas C., USNR
UDT No. 4 (Embarked in
APD GOLDSBOROUGH). Lieutenant Carberry, William G., USNR
UDT No. 5 (Embarked in
APD HUMPHREYS). Lieutenant Debold, John K., USNR
UDT No. 8 (Embarked in
APD GEO E. BADGER.) Lt. Commander Young, Donald E., USNR

(7) TG 77.7 Service Group.*m** Rear Admiral Glover, Robert 0.

• War Diary TALBOT, October 12th, 19"4.
** Carried demolitions only. War Diary TALBOT, Octch,r 12th, 1944.
*~* CTG 77.2 Operation eian 2-44, Appendix 3 to Annex 13.
S**M* CTG 77.7 Operation Plan 2-44, Setrial 00021, October 8th, 1944.

I
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II
(a) TU 77.7.1 Fuelin Group.* Captain Beard, Jeffercon D. 1S~A013s ASHTABULA(F), SALAMONIE,

kRANAC, CHEPACHET, AE MAZAxA,
S.S. DURHAM VICTORY.**

CORTDIV 40 less FOREMAN, ENGLAND,

plus MANNING. Coammander Thorwall, Charles A., USNR
UE's BOWERS, WHITEHURST,
WILLI4ARTH, WITTER, MANNING.

(M) TU 77.7.2 Task Unit Leyte.*** Captain Hylant, Emory P.
IX (AO's) ARETHUSA, CARIBOU.
MINK, PANDA; AN's TEAK,
L"ILVERBELL, SATINLEAF;
A•N INDUS (F); ARL ACHILLES;
AR3 CABLE; AO(W) SEVERN;
AE MURZIM.

(b) TF 78 Northeirn Attack Force. Rear Admiral Barbey, Daniel E.

(1) TG 78.1 Palo Attack Group. Rear Admiral Barbey, Daniel E.

(a) TU 78.1.1 Group Flagship.**** Commander McDowell, Lewis R.
(Also Force Flagship Unit).

AGO BLUE RIDGE (FFF). Commander McDowell, Lewis R.
TU 78.1.2 Relief GroupFlagship. Lt. Comnander Wicks, John E., Jr.

DD RUSSELL Lt. Commander Wicks, John E., Jr.

(b) TU 78.1.3 Transport Unit.**-*K Captain Brittain, Thomae B.
TRANSDIV 6 (Tumporary). Captain Baker, Harold D.

APA's FAYETTE (F), OHMSBY,
LEEDSTOWN, AKA TITANIA,
AK HERCULES, LSD EPPING FOREST,
LSD CARTER HALL.

TRANSDIV 24 (Temporaxy). Captain Brittain, Thomas B.
APA'. DuPAGE (FF), FULLER,
ELMORE, WAYNE, AP JOHN LAND,
AKA AQUARIUS, LSD GUNSTON HALL.

(c) TU 78.1.4 LST Unit.•**** Commander Baker, Danford K., USNR
LST's 26, 168, 171, 181, 452 (F),
456, 458, 459, 462, 463, 465,466.

* War Diary SAHANAC, October 1944.
** Employed as an ammimition ship.
**l* War Diary INDUS, October 1944.
~**•* CTF 78 Operation Plan 101-44, Serial 0008, October 3rd, 1944.
•** Action Report CTU 78.1.3, Leyte Assault, Serial 0200 October 24th, 194.

S- Action Report CTU 78.1.4, Leyte Operation, File FE25/A16-3, November 1st,
1944.
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(d) TU 78.1.5 LSM Unit.* Lieutenant McComb, Edward L., USNR
LSM'o 19 (F), 21, 257.

(a) TU 78.1.6 Escort and Fire
Support Unit.** Captain Crommelin, Henry
DESDIV 49 less STEVENS, Captain Crommelin, Henry
DD'a JOHN RODGERS (F),
MURRAY, HARRISON, McKEE.

(f) TU 78.1.7 Control Unit.*** Captain Brantly, Neill D.
PC's 598, 623 (F),
1129, SC 726.

(g) TU 78.1.8 LCI Support Unit.**** Lieutenant Sargent, Robert E., Jr. USNR
LCI(G)'s 65, 23, LCI(R)'e
71 (F), 72, 73, 74, 331.

(h) TU 78.1.9 Demolition Unit.***** Lieutenant (jg) Sibigtroth, Joseph C.,
LCI(F)'s 227, 228. USNR

(i) TU 78.1.10 LCI Smoke
Captaii. McGee, Homer F.

LCI's 28 (F), 361, 363,
364, 429, "7, 448.

(J) TU 78.1.11 Salvage Unit.******* Lt. Commander Castle, Northrup H. USUR
AT QUAPAW.

(k) TU 78.1.12 Aimwy Headquarters
Unit.****** Lieutenant Gunby, D. Kirk, USNR
PCE(R)'s 848 (F), 849, 850,
S.S. APACHE, FP 47.

(1) TU 78.1.13 Beach
Parties.**-EI* Lieutenant Zinser, Eugene J., USNR
Beach Pai ; No. 1 Lieutenant Walter, k.aymond G., USNR
Beach Party Nu. 4 Lieutenant Zinsee, Eugene J., USNR

* War Diary LSM-21, October 1944.
-x* Action Report CTU 78.1.6 Serial Ol14 November 5th, 1944.

Action Report CTrJ 78.1.7 no serial, November lst, 1944.
UNA* Action Report CTU 78.1.8 Serial 160, November 22nd, 1944.
0*1*• CTG 78.1 Operation Plan 1-44, Serial FF-OOOI, October 7th, 1944.
* * Action Report CTU 78.1.10, Leyte Operation, Serial 0122, November 20th,

1944.
* War Diary QUAPAW, October 16th, 1944.
S-- War Diary PCE(R) 848, Octouer 13th, 1944.
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(2) TG 78.2 San Ricardo Attack Group.* Rear Admiral Fechteler, William M.

(a) Group Flagship. Captain Conlan, Clarence V.
APA FREMONT (FFF).

(b) Relief Group Flagship. Lt. Co-ander Benson, Ralph H., Jr.
DD ANDERSON.

(c) Headquarters Support Aircraft. Commander Spangler, Earles, USNR

(d) TU 78.2.1 Transport Unit. Captain Carlson, Milton 0.

(1) TU 78.2.2 TRANSDIV 20. Captain Loomis, Donald W.
APA'u LEONARD WOOD (F),
PIERCE, JAMES O'HARA,
AP LaSALLE. AKA ELECTRA,i LSD OAK HILL.

(2) TU 78.2.3 TRANSDIV 32. Captain Carlson, Milton 0.
APA's HARRIS (FF),
FREMONT (FFF), BARNSTABLE,
AP HERALD OF THE MOld,1ING,
AKA ARNEB, LSD WHITE MARSH.

(e) TU 78.2.L Tractor Unit. Captain Scruggs, Richard 14.
LST's 18, 66, 67 68, 202,
204, 245, 466 (F), 467, 468,
469, 470, 474, 476.

(f) TU 78.2.5 LSM Unit. Commander Weintraub, Daniel J.
LSM's 18 (F), 20, 22, 23,
34, 138, 139, 258, 311.

(g) TU 78.2,6 Screening Unit. Captain Jarrell, Albert E.
DESDIV 42 les3 RADFCORD
plus ANDERSON.
DD's FLETCHER (F), LaVALLETTE,
"JENKINS, ANDERSON.

(h) TU 78.2.7 Control Unit. Captain Loomis, Don'ald W.S~PC's 1134 (F), 1119,

1120, SC 991.

(i) TU 78.2.8 Support Unit.* Commander iy, Dwight H.
LCI(R)'s 34, 230 (F), 337,
338, 340, 341.
LCI(G)'s 64, 69 (F).

* Action Report CTG 78.2, l.ryte Operation, Serial 0085, November 29th, 1944.
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(J) TU 78.2.9 Salvage Unit Lieutenant Wurzler, Walter R., USNR
ATO SONOMA.

(k) TU 78.2.10 Beach Parties. Lt. Cacmander Halloran, Edward R, USNR
Beach Party No. 3. Lt. Commander Halloran, Edward R., USNR
Beach Party No. 8. Lieutenant Nordyke, Ted, USNR

(3) TG 78.3 Panaon Attack Group.** Rear Admiral Struble, Arthur D.

(a) TU 78.3.1 Group Flagship. Commander Rittenhouse, Ellis B.
DD HUGHES (FF).

(b) TU 78.3.2 Transport Unit. Commander Cousin, Alan P., RANH (S)
LSI's MANOORA, KANIMBLA,
WESTRALIA.

(c) TU 78.3.3 Fast
Transport Unit. Capt in the Lord Ashbourne, RN

CM ARIADNE.

(d) TU 78.3.4 Escort Unit. Captain Melgaard, John L.
DESDIV 4 less STEHE-ZI• and
WILSON. Captain Melgaard, John L.

DD's LANG (F), STACK(.
DESDIV 50. Captain Parish, Heman 0.
DD's SIGSBEE, RINGGOLD (F),
SCHROEDER, DASHIELL.

(e) TU 78.3.5 ContLol and Support
Craft. Captain Murphey, Charles D.

PC's 1122 1133, LCI(G)'s
68, 70 (F' LCI(R)'s 31 (F),
342, LCI(D) 29.

(f) TU 78.3.6 Beach earty N 7. Lieutenant O'Neill, Thomas F., USNR

(4) TG 78.4 Dinagat Attack Group.** Rear Adiiral Struble, Arthur. D.

(a) TU 78.4.1 Black Beach ONE Unit. Rear Admiral Struble, Arthur D.
DD's HUGHES (FF), STACK,
R•BINSON, PF GALLUP,
CM HBAS ARIADNE.
APD KILTY.

* Action Report CTG 78.3, Panaon GrouTr, Serial 0019, undated.
** Action Report CTG 78.4, Dinagat Group, Serial 0018, undated.
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(b) TU 78.4.2 Black Beach TWO Unit. Cap+ain Benson, Yrancis 4.
DD'm 1ING (F), Ross,
PF BISBEE (Fj.

(c) TU 78.4.3 also TU 77.2.3,
Close Covering Group.* Hear Admiral Hayler, Rot rt W.
CL's DETNER (F), Captain Bledsoe, Albert _
COLUMBIA, Captain Curts, Maui-ce E.
DESDIV 112. Captain Conley, Thomas F., Jr.

DD's BRYAN1, ROBINSON,
R0 •, ALBERT W. GRANT.

(d) TU 78.4.4 Black Beach THREE
Unit. Rear Admiral Hayler, Robert W.

DFIXER (F), DD ALBERT W.
GRANT, APD CROSBY.

(5) TG 78.5 Harbor Entrance Control
Group.** Captain Benson, Yrancis W.
PF's BISBtb (F), GALLUP,
LCI's 343, 344, 430 (F), 432.

(6) TG 78.6 Reinforcement Group C.4'E°A-n Captain Jenkins, 3amuel P.

(a) RE) Beach Unit ONE. Captaiu Jenkins, Samuel P.
TRANSDIV 8 (Temporary). Captain jenkins, Samuel P.

APA's CRESCENT CITY (FF),
WARRYEN, WINDSOR.
LST Unit. `mwanAer Linthicum, Th6cdviA' C.
LST.a 623, 66t, 667, 668, 695,
697, 740, 741, 744, 751, 986,
1017, 1018 (F), 1027,

(b) BLUE-ORANGE Beach Unit. Lieutenant Talley, William 3.
LST's 24, 471, 472 (F), 606.

(c) WHITE Beach Unit, CGptain Hanson, Raljh E.
TRANSDIV 26 (Tsnporary). Captani Hanson, Ra]ph ,.
APA'a CALLAWAY (FF), LEON,
SUMteR, AP STORM KING,
AK JUPITER.

* Action Report CTU 78.4.3 and 78.4.4, Hnha rdfment and Support of LaneIngs,

Suluan Island, Serial 0149, November 2nd, 7_94.
*f Action Report CTG 7 8 . 5 , October l8th-24th, November 22nd, 1944.

* Action Report CTG 78.6, Serial 0154, October 31st, 19-111.
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(d) LST Unit. Captain Swigart, Oral R.
LST'Is 70, 397, 1,60, 549, 0]3,
614 (F), 696, 699, 700, 910,
911, 912, 993, 1014,
ARL ACHILLES, XAK's THOMAS,
GIANELLA, KINNEY, JUDSON,
FIELDS, SHORT.

(e) LCI Unit 44 (Temporary). Commander Tucker, James F.
LCI's 683, 684, 685, 693, 977,
978 (F), 9'79, 980, 981, 982,
1064, 1065.

(f) Escort Unit. Captain Solomons, BAedard A.
DESDIV 3 leso HUGHES, ANDkEU50N,
RUSSELl plus HOWORTH, STEVENS. Captain Solomonz, Edari A.

DD's MORRIS (F), HOWORTH,
MUSTIN, .......
PF's CARSON CITY, BURLINGTON,

(7) TG 78.7 Reinforcement Group TWO
Convroy Unit.* Captain Ginder, John K.B.

(a) Liberty Ships.
GEIZRAL rLSEISCHER., CZAI- 11C-A`1O, -=rL' -3,,TALC JCAE,
SABIK, JANSSENS, LEO MERRITT, DAVID GALLIARD, FRANK CUHEL,
MARCUS DALY, BENJAMIN WATERHOUSE, JOHN FOSTER, VITUS BERING,
SAMUEL BAPLOW, BENJAMIN WHEELER, LOUIS WUELE, CHARLOTTE
CUSHMAN, OVID BUTLER, ESCANABA VICTORY, CASSIOPIA,
CLARENCE DARROWr, ESCALANTE, JAMES KING, EDWARD S. HOUGH.

TU 77...2 les8 AE MURZIM and
AN SATINLEAF. Captain Hylant, Emory P.

ARL ACHILLIS IX (AO's) ARETHUSA,
CARIBOU, MINK, PANDA, AN's TEAK,
SILVERBELL, AKN INDUS,
ARS CABLE, AO(W) SEVERN.

(c) LST Unit. Captain Seay, Erskine A.

LST's 46L, 552, 553, 554, 555,
556, 557, 558, 559, 569, 573,

610 (FF), 619, 658, 663, 673,
687, 688, 694, 703, 734, 736,
737, 7T,, 749, 750, 908, 919,
990, 991, 1015, 1025, 1026,
AO SUAMICO, PG TULSA.

* Action Report CTG 78.7, Serial 0176, November 10th, 1944.
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(d) SCREEN. Captain Ginder, John K.B.
DESDIV 41 less HOWORTH. Captain Ginder, John K.B.

DD's NICHOLAS (F), O'BANNON,
TAYLOR, HOPEWELL.
PF's SAN PEDRO,* MUSKOGEE.

(8) TG 78.8 Reinforcement Group THREE*- Commander Steinmetz, John L., USCG
Convoy Unit.

(a) Service Ship Unit. Lt. Commander Kapuscinski, John S, USNR
AK's MURZIM,*K* HYPERION,
ZAUkkK (F),

APC 17, AN SATINLEAF.***

(b) Liberty Ship Unit.
FLOYD B. OLSON, THOMAS NELSON, PRINCE L. CAMPBELL,
JOE C.S. BLACKBURN, AMERIGO VESPUCCI, MATTHEW P. DEADY,
VAN NUYS, CAPE JUDY, CAPE CUI-DERLAND, SEAMAN A. KNAPP,
MORRISON R. WAITE, JOH- ALDEN, ATWATER, A. BAILEY,
JOAN BARTRAM, JUAN CABRILLO, CARL G. BARTH.

(c) LST Unit.
LST's 22, 206 (FF), 220, 454,
618, 922.

(d) Screen. Commander Stairnmetz, John L., USCG
CORTDIV 29 less CORPUS CHRISTI

and 11UTCHINS0N.*-* Commander Steinmetz, John L., USCG
PF's EUGENE (FFF), EL PASO,
VAN BUREN, ORANGE.

(c) TF 79 Southern Attack Force.**** Vice Admiral Wilkinson, Theodore S.

Force Flagship.
AGC MOUNT OLYMPUS (FFFF). Captain Shultz, Jchn H.

Commander Support Aircraft. Captain Taylor, Herbert W., Jr.

(1) TG '79.1 Attack Group ABLE. Rear Admiral Conolly, Richard L.

Group Flagship.
AGC APPALACHIAN (FFF). Captain Juffs, Charle-s R.

* Action Report CTG 78.7, Central Philippines Operation, Serial O176. November

10th, 1944.
** War Diaries, HYPERION, ZAURAK, October 23rd, 1944.

SiAttached to TU 77.7.2.
* Action Report CTG 78.8, Reinforcement Group THREE, Serial 071, Nt -uber 16th,

1944.
+*-*** Action Report CTG 79.1, Leyte Opexation, Serial 00454, October 26:.h, 1944.
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(a) TG 79.3 Transport Group ABLE.* Captain Richardson, Clifford G.

(1) TU 79.3.1 TRANSDIV 7. Captain Richardson. Clifford G.
APA's CAVALIER (FF),
J. FRANKLIN BELL,
FELAND, AKA THUBAN,
AP GOLDEN CITY, LSD LINDERWALD.

(2) TU 79.3.2 TRANSDIV 30.** Captain Misson, Clinton A.
APA's KNOX (F), CALVERT,
CUSTER, AKA CHARA,
APH RIXEY.

(3) TU 79.3.3 TRANSDIV 38
(Temporary) .** Captai., Allen, Charles
APA's LAMAR (F), ALPLNE,
HEYWOOD, AKA ALSHAIN,
AP STARLIGHT, LSD ASHLAND.

(4) TU 79.3.4 TRANSUIV X-RAY.* Captain Snackenberg, John A.
APA's GEOFGE CLYMER,
PRESIDENT HAYES,
AGC MOUNT OLYMPUS,
AK MERCURY,**
LSV MONITOR.4*"

(5) TU 79.3.5 badirwater
Demolition Unit.*- Lt. Commander Morgan, Charlei C.,USNR

UDT !o. 3
(in PD TALBOT). Lieutenant Crist, Thomas C., USN'

UDT No. 4
(in APD GOLDSBOROUGH). Lieutenant Carberry, William G., USNR

(6) TU 79.3.6 LCT Unit.* Lieutenant Wassell, Meyer, USNR
LCT's 667, 738, 739, 7 J40,
772, 781, 819, 820, 861,863, 864, 990.

* Action Report CTG 79.3 Amphibious Invasion, Leyte P.I., October 2Oth-23rd,
1944, Serial 0169, November 8th, 1944.

** Action Report CTU 79.3.2, Serial 086, October 26th, 1944.
**~* Action Report CTU 79.3.3, Serial 0118, October 31st, 1944.
**** For administrative purposes the MERCURY and the MONITOR were under

CTU 79.3.3, and the PRESIDENT HAYES and possibly the GEORGE CLYMER
under CTU 79.3.1.
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(7) TU 79.11.1 Transport
Group ABLE Screen.* Captaiz. Marshall, William J.

DESRON 48. Captain Marshall, William J.
DESDIV 95 less
STEMBEL. Capt.in Marshall, William J.

ERBEN (F), WALKER,
HALE, ABBOTT,

DESDIV 9U less BULLARD
plus GANSEVOORT and
BRAINE. Commander Kobey, Theodore H.

KIDD, GANSEVOORT,
BLACK (F), CHAUNCEY,
BRA INE.

(b) TrAntor Group ABLE. Captain Webb, Richard C., Jr.

(1) TO 79.5 LST Unit. Captain Webb, Richard C., Jr.

(a) TU 79.5.1 Commander Shively, Joshua C.
LST s 608, 609, 611,
612 (FF), 693, 738, 739 (F),
909.

(b) TU 79.5.2. Commander Parsons, Edwin C., USNR
LST's 126, 169, 205,
223, 242, 565 (F), 605,
670, 686, 733.

(c) TU 79.5.3.** Lt. Commander Harlan, James L.
34, 123, 125, 207,
213, 219, 451 (F),
461, 478, 482, 468,
617, 1006.

(2) TG 79.7 Control Unit.*** Commander Busck, Vilhelm K.

DD STEMBEL (F), PC's 462,
464, 470, 563;
PCS's 1391, 1418, 1429;
SCts 631, 632, 1004;
6 LCC's.

* Action Report CTU 79.11.1, October 2Oth-24th, 1944, Serial 080, October 31st,
1944.

* Action Report CTU 79.5.3, Report of Operations in the Amphibious Assault oa
Leyte Island, P.I., October 20th-24th, Serial 284, January 1st, 1945.
Action Report CTG 79.3, Amphibious Invasion, Leyte, P.I., October 20th-23rd,
1944, Serial 0169, November 8th, 1944.
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(3) TU 79.7.1 Gunboat Support
Urnit. Comnandor Montgomery, Alan R.

(a) TU 79.7.2 Rocket Unit.* Commander Montgomery, Alan R.
LCI(G)'s 365, 366, 407,
422, 439, 440, 442, 475,
558 (F), 559, 5W0, 561,
565, (FF), 567, 568, 580,
751, 752.

(b) TU 79.7.3 Mortar Unit."*L".. Commander Robison, Carl F., USNR
LCI(M)ts 1056 (F),
1057, 1058, 1059;
JWI(A)'I 975, 1055.

(C) TU 79.7.4 Salvage and
Fire Fighting Unit. Lt. Comnander 3tarkus, Charles J. (Rat)

LCI(L) 564 (F), 676*-r

(2) TG 79.2 Attack Group BAKER*K** Rear Admiral Royal, Forrest B.

Group Flagship.

AGC ROCKY MOUNT (FFF). Captain Patten, Stanley F.

(a) TG 79.4 Transport Group BAKER. Captain Knowles, Herbert B.

(1) TU 79.4.1 TRANPnIV 10
(Temporary).-*-x* Captain Morrison, George D.
APA's CLAY (F),
ARTHUR MIDDLETON, BAXTER,
WM. P. BIDDLE, AP GEORGE
F. ELLIOTT, AKA CAPRICORNUS,
LSV CATSKILL.

(2) TI 79.4.2 TRANSDIV 18.*** Captain Knowles, Herbert B.
APA's CAMBRIA (FF),
MONROVIA, FREDERICK FUN3TON;
AP WAR HAWK, AKA ALCYONE;
LSD's CASA GRANDE, RUSHMORE.

* Action Report LCI(G) 565, Assault on Leyte, October 25th, 1944.
** Action Report CTU 79.7.3, Serial 051, October 23rd, 1944.

*** Action Report CTG 79.3, Amphibious Invasion, Leyte, P.I., October 20th-
23rd, 1944, Serial 0169, November 8th, 1944.

* Action Report CTG 79.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0032, November 4th, 1944.
*** War Diary CTG 79.4 (COMTRANSDIV 10), October 19".
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(3) TU 79.4.3 TRANSDIV 28.* Captain Flanagan, Henry C.
APA's BOLIVAR (F), SHERIDAN,
DOYEN; AP COMET; AKA ATY.AACK;
AK AURiGA; LSD BELLE GROVE.

(4) MINDIV 34 less SCOUT,
SCUiP~tI, ordiTRY.** James R.

SAUNTER (F), SALUTE,
SCRIN10AGE.

(5) TU 79.11.2 Transport Group
BAKER Screen.*** Captain McLean, Ephraim R., Jr.

DESRON 49 (Temporary). Captain McLean, Ephraim R., Jr.
DESDIV 97 less
WILLIAM D. PORTER
and YOUNG. Captain McLean, Ephraim R., Jr.

PICKING (F), SPROSTON,
WICKES.

DESDIV 98 less
KIMBERLY, LUCE. Captain Cooper, William G.

ISHERWOOD (F),
CHARLES J. BADGER.

DESDIV 101 less HALL,
PAUL HAMILTON plus
MacDONOUGH. Captain Martin, Hugh J.

HALLIGAN (F), HARADIN,
TWIGGS, MacDONOUGH.

(b) TG 79.6 LST-LCI Transport
Group BAKER.**** Captain Rimer, Theodore W.

(1) TU 79.6.1 LST-LSM Transport
Unit. Commander Ageton, Arthi, A.

Unit Flagship

DD LUCE (FF). Commander Owens, Hinton A.

(a) TU 79.6.11 Assault
Unit BLUE.****" Lt. Commander Reith, George, USNR
LST's 20, 483, 486,
568, 671, 745, 918,
999, 1013, 1024.

* War Diary COMET, October 1944.
A.* Assigned to TG 79.4 for movement to Leyte to report to CTG 77.5 on arrival
in accordance with CTG 79.2 Mailgram 120932 October 1944 to CTG 77.4,
COINDIV 34, SALUTE, SAUiTER and SCR3'A GE.

** Action Report CTU 79.11.2, Assault on Leyte Island, Serial 0121, October
30th, 1944.

**** Action Report CTG 79.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0032, November 4th, 1944.
H** Action Report CTU 79.6.11, October 2Oth-24th, 19"-, Serial 038-44,

OcLober 315., 1944.
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(b) TU 79.6.12 Assault
Unit ORANGE.* Lt. Commander Drexler, Louis A., Jr.
LST's 117, 118, 277,
564, 567, 669, 672,
698, 916, 917 (F).

(c) TU 79.6.13 Reserve
Unit ONE.* Lieutenant Barbe-, Oliver W.
LST's 269, 270 (F).,
615, 704,
LSX4's 134, 135.

(d) TU 79.6.14 Rt ,erve
Unit TWO."* Lt. Commander Blanche) John G., Jr.

LSM's 24 (F), 136,
233, 29.

(e) TU 79.6.15 LCT Unit.* Lieutenant Feanklin, Gordon P., USNR
LCT's 688, 747, 821,
822, 830, 898, 992,
1016, 1296, 1298.

(2) TU 79.6.2 LCI Unit. Captain Rimer, Theodore W.

(a) TU 79.6.21 Mo.-tar
Unit.** Lt. Commander Hannett, George W.,USNR
LCI(M)'s 658, 659,
660 (F), 751.;
LCI(A)'s 775, 974-

(b) TU 79.6.22 Rocket
Gunboat Unit.* Lieutenant Giliberty, Frank R., USNP.
LCI(C's 366, 372, 373,
439, •40, 451, 461, 462,
464, 465, 467, 472, 475.

(c) TU 79.6.23 LCI Salvage
Unit.* Captain Rimer, Theodore W.
LCI(L)'s (S&FF)
738 (F), 598.

(3) TU 79.11.3 Landing Craft
Screen.** Captain Coward, Jesse G.

* Action Report CTG 79.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0032, November 4th, 1944.
-* Action Report CTU 79.6.14, Seizure of Leyte, Serial 05, October -Oth, 1944.

*** Action Report CTU 79.6.21, SAizure of Leyte, Serial 114, November 4th, 1944.
**** CTC 79 Attack Plan A304-44, Oct.'ber 2nd. 1944•.
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DESRON 54. Captain Coward, Jesse G.
DESDIV 107 less WADLEIGH
and NORMAN SCOTT. Captain Coward, Jesse G.

RE4Y, I4ERTZ,
MONSSEN.

DESDIV 108. Commander Phillips, Richard H.
MoDERMUT (F),
McGOWAN, McNAIR, MELVIN.
PCE(R)'s 851, 852, 853.

(c) TG 79.19 Salvage Group.* Commander Foss, Henry 0., USNR
less ARS GRAPPLE"* plus
ATF MENOMINEE

ARS PRESERVER, ARL EGERIA,
ATFIs POTAWATOMI, CHOWANOC,
CHICKASAW, MEN0KO.NEE***

(b) COMMANDER ALLIED NAVAL FCRCES SOWESPAC. Vice Admirae? Kinkaid, Thomas C.

(a) TG 70.1 Motor Torpedo BoaGc. Commander Bowling, Selman S.

(1) TU 70.1.3 Leyte Groun. Lt. Commander Leeson, Robert, USNR

(a) MTB RON 7. Lt. Commander Leeson, Robert, USNR
MTB's 127, 128, 129, 130,
131, 132, 134, 137, 138.

(b) MTB RON 12. Lieutenant Fullen, Weston C.,Jr., USNR
MTB's 146, 150, 151, 152,
190, 191, 192, 194, 195, 196.

(c) MTB RON 21. Lieutenant Gleason, Carl T.
MTB's 320, 321, 323, 324,
325, 326, 327, 328. 329,
330, 331.

(4) MTB RON 33. Lieutenant Preston, Arthur 14,, USNR

MTB's 488: 489, 490, 491,
492, 493, 494, 495, 496,
497.

(e) MTB RON 36. Lt. Commander Tappaan, Francis D.,USNE
MTB's 522, 523, 524, )25,
526, U.S. Army QA 13,
One Crash Boat.

* OCTG 79 Attack Plan A304-44, October 2nd, 1944.
** ARS GRAPPLE detached October l4th to other duty.

~*' PRSERVER with YMS's 176, 311 and 389, as TU 79.12.1, arrived Leyte Gulf October
18th; CHOWANOC with TU 79.11.1; POTAvATOMI, MENOMINEE with TG 79.6; CHICIASAW
with TG 77.5, arrived Leyte Gulf October 17th; ECERIA proceeding with TG 79.11.3.
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(2) TU 70.1.6 Advance Tender Unit. Lt. Commander Holroyd, Walter W., USNR

WACHAPREAGUE (AGP 8),
WILLOUGHBY (AGP 9),
HALF MOON (AVP 26),*
OYSTER BAY (AGP 6).

(b) TF 71 Submarines, West Australia. Rear Admiral Christie, Ralph W.

(1) TG 71.1 U.S. Patrol Group Rear Admiral Christie, Ralph W.

(a) On Patrol.
ANGLER, BLUEGILL, COD, DARTER,
LAPON, BERGALL, BONEFISH, DACE,
HAM4ERHEAD, PADDLE, ROCK.

(b) En route Patrol.
BATFISH, BREAM, GUITARRO,
GURNARD, MUSKALLUNGE.

(c) En route Base.
BAYA, CAVALLA, RATON, RAY,
BECUNA, FLASHER, HOE.

(2) TG 71.7 British and Netherlands
Patrol Group. Rear Admiral Christie, Ralph W.

(a) On Patrol.
TANTIVY, STOIC, SIRDAR.

(b) En route Patrol.
STORM, TANTALUS.

(c) En route Base.
SEA ROVER, SPITEFUL, TELEMACHUS,
ZWAARDVISH, STUDY.

(c) TF 72 Submarines, East Australia. Captain Haines, John M.

(1) TG 72.1 Special Mission Gi-oup. Capta'n Haines, John M.
NAUTILUS, NARWHAL, CERC.

(d) TF 73 Naval Air Forces. Rear Admiral Wagner, Frank D.

(I) TG 73.1 Flag Group. Captain Evans, William A.
CURRITUCK (FF),
1 AVR.

* For movement to objective area only.
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(2) TG 73.2 Strike and Re3oue Group.* Captain Oliver, hichard M.

(a) TU 73.2.1 Rescue Unit. Comnmander Fleming, Morton K., Jr.
ORCA,
VPB-11 (8 PBY),

1 AVR.

(b) TU 73.2.2 StrikJ. Unit. Captain Oliver, Richard M.
TANGIER,
VPB-29 (8 PBY),
2 AVR's.

(3) TG 73.3. Manus Group.** Captain Lambrecht, John 0.
HEDRON 10,
Patrol Planes Prisent Manus,
Carrier Replacement Pool,
Patrol Plane Replacement Squadrons.

(4) TG 73.4 Search aad Support Group. Captain Jones, Carroll B.
Patrol Planes Present Woendi.

(a) TU 73.4.1.*"* Lieutenant Norcott, John M., USNR
HERON,
VPB-52 Detachment (4 PBY)

(b) TU 73.4.2.-*** Lt. Commander Robinson, Jesse P., Jr.
VPR-146 'l5 PV).

(c) TU 73.4.3.**** Commander Miller, Justin A.
VPB-101 (12 PB4Y).

(d) TU 73.4.4.**x* Commander Compton, James R.
VPB-115 (12 PB4Y).

(5) TG 73.7 Advanced Group. Commander Renard, Jack C.

(a) TU 73.7.1.--*** Commander Bandy, Jack I.
HALF MOON,
SAN CARLOSJ*'ý**
VPB-33 (15 PBY), Lt. Commander Anderson, Fernald P.
VPB-34 (12 P5Y), Lt. Commander Utgoff, Vadym V.
1 AVR.

* Based at Morotal. (Voliume I, Table 5, Naval Air Forces SiVzNTH Fleet).
** 15 VSB (Vs 61) employed for offshore patrol not included.
*** Based at H..llandia.

SCommenced operating from Mrijtai October 19th.
SOperating out of Palau. (Volume I, Table 5, Naval Air Forces SEVFNTH Fleet).
* * En route Leyte. (Volume I, Table 5, Naval Air Forces SEVENTH Fleet).
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(b) TU 73.7.2. tLL. (i lairid!t r1 1i:1, i :h.rixc it.VPB-13o)* (15 PV).

(6) TG 70.2 Anti-Submarine Groul .** htear Adnuiz,.L Wa,,n-, Fr: ,.

(a) TU 7C.2.1 Huntý_r-Killor Unit. Conrr, der M'.::Frin~, :•mrl N.
BAN PABLO,
VPB-11 Datacunent (4 MY),

CORTDIV 33 Less IACHiAk,. Comnand,nr Ry}s., John W., i)2'1;

ALLENTOWN (F),
CHAIRLOTTESVI LLE,
SANvUSKY.

(c) ALLIED Akh FORCES, SOWESPAC.** Lt. General K~uur.ey, Gorge ., (AU)L[:A

(a) Far East Air Forces. Lt. General Kenney, e.rgo 2., (A-)[J:A

(1) FIFTH Air Force (Assault Forc,). Lt. Cuwural ,Lchd,E~h~jU C., (.'B)q

(a) FIFTH Fighter Command. Brita,.'iro Generai Wu,-ts,,ith, ja .
(AC)USA

8th Fighter Group (',2 .- 36),
35th Fighter Group (65 P-47),
49th Fighter Group (6V P-1),
58th Fig.ter Group (73 P-47),

348tn Fighter Group (104 P-47),
475th Fighter Group (68 P-38),
418th Nigti, Fight-r Squadron (11 P-61),
421st Night Fighter Squadron (12 P-tl),51Ft-h Night, Fighter •q ••'n (1. -1 )

* En roote f-ow Kaneohe, COhu, to Manus from October 15th to ttcr -'th, 71,'..
- Operated out of Morotai throughout Oct-ober, .

* Data regarding the organization, dispositiuo arid stroui, J: uf All Li " ud,:':l
SOWESPAC, as of October 17th was obtained frrn folow ,, .-•oo' , oz•i , i, ,.
as of October 19th:
(1) Air Evaluation Board, Leyte Careaigig, June 1)45.
(2) Allied Air Forces StWESPAC Operations Rieport No. 23, (,''Loebr i/t1h-2',h,

1944.
(3) Letter fro-n Director, Historical Division, USAF Air Jnriier'sity libr.1ry,

to President, Naval War College, February 25th, 1951.
(4) Letter from tho Research Studies Institute, UKAF ,,ir O" -i.nvrrs 1 y, 1o

President, Naval War College, November 3rd, 1952.1
(5) THTRTV7NTH USAAF Letter of Instructiorro No. 2. ,•ctob:ýr 6th. 1W4..
(6) Allied Air Forces, SOWE.;PAC, Operation:i In.ruoctiori N. '). ,ut,•,, . -

24th, 1944.
(7) War Diary, Commanrder A 4rcraft NorthIern Iel sjlofi (CTG ' /) ,G , 1 1(.;.

1944.
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(b) FIFTH Bomber Command. Brigadier General Crabb, Jarred V.,
(AC) U3A

3rd, 312th, 417th Light Bomb Groups (210 A-20),
38th, 345th Medium Bomb Groups (113 B-25),
22.nd, 43rd, 90th, 380th Heavy Bomb Gi~ups (164 B-Z4)

(c) FIFTY -FOURTH Troop Carrier Brigadier General Carter, Warrea R.,
Wing. (AC) USA
317th, 37Ath, 375th, 433rd Troop Carrier Groups (271 C-47).

(d) NINETT-FIR9T Photogriphic
Reconnaissance Wing. Colonel Sams, William C., (AC) USA
6tn Photographic Group (6). F-5, F-7),
71st Reconnaissance Group (16 B-25, 43 P-40, 12 L-5).

(2) T1IRTEENTH Air Force (Supporting Maj. General Streett, St. Cl.ir,
Force). (AC) USA

(a) THIRTEENTH Fighter Command. Brigadier General Barnes, Earl W.,
(AC) USA

18th, 347th Fighter Groups (12. P-38),
419th Night Fighter Squadron (11 P-51).

(b) THIRTEENTH Bomber Command. Brigadier General Matheny, William A.,
(AC) USA

42nd Medium Bomb Group (83 B-25),
5th, 307th Heavy Bomb Groups (78 B-2+),
868th Heavy Bomb Squadron (11 LAB-24).

(c) Troop Carrier Group. Colonel Sands, Harry J.,Jr., (AC) USA

403rd Troop Carrier Group (48 C-47).

(b) TG 70.9 Aircraft Northern Solomons. MaJ. General Mitchell, Ralph J., USMC

(1) FIRST Marine Airzraft Wing. Maj. Genexal Mitchell, Ralph J., USMC

Air Group 12. Colonel Willis, William A., USMC

Vww' ii5, 211, 218, 313 (62 F4U,
19 FG),
VMSB 142, 243 (41 3S3D).

Air Group 14. Colonel Hopkins, Zebulon C., USMC

ViF 212, 222, 223 (63 FLU),
VNXB 244 (21 SBD),
V74O 251 (21 F4LU),
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Air Group 24. Colonel Meyer, Lyle H., USMCR

VMSB 133, 236, 241, 341 (87 SBD).

Air Group 61. Colonel Smith, Perry K., USMC

VMB 413, 423, 433, W4 ,3 (46 ,

Air Group 25. Colonel Koonce, Allen C., USMC

VMR 152, 153 (32 1-4D).

(2) 79th RAAF Fighter Squadron (14 Spitfire).

(5) Royal New Zealand Air Units.

3rd Squadron, RNZAF (17 FV),
17th, 22nd Squadrons, RNZAF (36 F4U).

(4) 17th Photographic So-.dror,

(5 F5A, 1 RA-24B). Captain Bartmar, Walter M., (AC) USA

(5) Attached Naval Squadrons.

VPB 148 (9 PV), Lt. Commander Jakeman, Lloyd F.
VPB 44 (15 ?BY), Lt. Comaander Bogart, Gerard S.
VPB 52 (11 PBY), Lt. Commander Isner, Rermnix, Jr., USNR
VS 61 (15 SBD, 1 J2F). Lieutenant McGowan, William I.

(c) Royal Australian Air Force Command. Air Vice Marshal Bostook, W.D., RAAF

,18 VF, 96 VB(L), 36 VB(M), 12 VB(H), 42 VPB(MS).

(d) CINCPAC-"TINCPOA. Admiral Nimitz, Cheater W.

(a) Western Pacific Task Forces. Admiral Halsey, William F., Jr.

(1) THIRD Fleet. Admiral Halsey, W'..lliam F., Jr.

(a) TF 38 Fast Carrier Force Vice Admiral Mitscher, Marc A.

(1) TG 38.1. Vice Admiral McCain, John S.
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(a) TU 38.1.1 Carrier Unit. Vice Admiral McCain, John S,
CARDI" 5 less BATAAN

WASP (FFF) Captain Woller, Oscar A.
(CVG 14 - 50 VF,
22 VB, 17 VT), Commander Blitch, John D.
HORNET Captain Doyle, Austin K.
(CVG 11 - 51 VF,
23 VB, 17 VT), Lt. Cormander Smith, Llod A.MONTEREY Captain Irgersoll, Stuart H.
(CVLG 28 -* 23 VF,
9 VT). Lt. Commander Mehle, Roger W.

(b) TU 38.1.2 Support Unit. Rear Admiura Smith, Allan E.
CRUDIV 5. Rear Admiral S=Lth, Allan E.CHESTER (FF), Captain Hartle.y, Henry

PENSACOLA, Captain Mullinnix, Allen P.
SALT LAKE CITY. Captain Busbey. Leroy W., Jr.

CRUDIV 11 less SAN
JUAN, FLINT, RENO,
TUCSON. Captain Mullan, WilliaLx E. A.SAN DIEGO, Captain Mullan, WilJ am E. A.

OAKLAND. Captain Reed, Kenrý.LI S.

(c) TU 38.1.3 Screen Unit. Captain Espe, Carl F.
MARSHA&J,.
DESRON 4. Captain Smith, Harold P.CAt SIN, D OWNES

(from. DESDIV 8).
DESDIV 7. Captain Smith, Harold P.

DUNLAP (FF), FANNING,
CASE, CUMMINGS.

DESRON ]2 less
less DE3DIV 24. Captain Burford, William P.

DESDIV 23 less
FAFENHOLT, Ltd.SDOWNE,
LA1iJNER. cAptain Burford, William P.

MCCAILA (FF), WOODWORTH.
DESRON L6 less DESDIV
92 except BROWN. Captain Eepz, Carl F.

DESDIV 91 less
CHARRETTE, BELL, BURNS,
plus BROWN. Captain Espe, Carl F.

IZARD (FF), CONNER, BROWN.

(2) TG 38.2. Rear Admiral B&gan, Gerald F.

(a) TU 38.2.1 CarrierUnit. Rear Admiral Bogan, Gerald Z.
CARDIV 4 less CABOT
plus -HANCOCK.
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INTREPID (FFF) Captain Bolgar, Joseph F.
(CVG 18 - 57 VF,
24 VB, 20 VT), Commander Coleman, Wilson M.

BUNKER HILL Captain areer, Marshall R.
\CVG 8 - 53 VF,
24- VB, 18 VT) Commander Shif.ey, Ralph L.

HANCOCK Captain Dickey, Fred C.
(CVG 7 -56 VF,
23 VB, 18 VT) Commander Lamade, John D.

INDEPENDENCE Captain Ewen,Edward C.
(CVLGN 41 - 12 VF(N)
8 VT(N). Commander Caldwell, Turner F., Jr.

(b) TO 38.2.2 Support Unit. Rear Admiral Badger, Oscar C.
BATDIV 7 Rear Admiral Badger, Oscar C.

IOWA (FF), Captain McCann, Allan R.
NEW JERSEY (FFFFF). Admiral Halsey, William F., Jr.

Captain Holden, Carl F.
CRUDIV 14 less
VICKSBURG, HOUSTON. Rear Admiral Whiting, Francis E.M.

VINCENNES (F), Captain Brown, Allen D.
MIAMI. Captain Crawford, John G.

(c) TU 38.2.3 Screen Unit. Captain Womble, John P., Jr.
DESRON 52.

DESDIV 103 less MILLFi,
STEPHAN POTTER,
THI SUILLIVANS. Captain Womble, John P., Jr.

TINGEY (FF), OWEN.
DESDIV 104 less
MARSHALL. Captain Kenny, William T.

HICKOX (F), HLNT,
LEWIS HANCOCK.

DESRON 53. Captain Jarrett, Harry B.
DESDIV 105 Captain Jarrett, Harry B.
HALSEY POWELL (FF)
CUSHING, COLAHAN,
UHLMANN, BENHAM.

DESDIV 106. Captain Tompkins, Benj•wi F.
YARNALL (F), TWINING,
STOCKRAM, WEDDERBURN.

(3) TG 38.3. Rear Admiral Sherman, Frederick C.

(a) TU 38.3.1 CarrierUnit. Rear Admiral Sherman, Frederick U.

CARDIV 1 less ENTERPRISE,
COWPEN& plus LEXINCTON,
PRINCETON, LANGLEY. Rear Admiral Sherman, Frederick C,
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ESSEX (FFF) Captain Wiober, Carlos W.
(CVG 15 - 53 VF,
25 VB, 17 VT), Commander McCampbell, David

LEXINGTON (FFFF) Vice Admiral Mitscher, Marc A.
Captain Litch, Ernest W.(cvG 19 - 40 VF,

30 VB, 18 VT), Comwander Winters, Theodore H., Jr.
PRINCETON Captain Buracker, William H.
(oVIG 27 - 23 VF, 9 VT) Lt. Commander Bardshar, Frederic A.
LANGLEY Captain Wegforth, John F.
(CVLG 44 - 24 VF,9 VT). Commander Worrell, ?ialcolm T.

(b) TU 38.3.2 Heavy Support
Unit. Vic6 Admiral Lee, Willis A., Jr.

BATDIV 6 less
NORTH CAROLINA. Vice Admiral Lee, Willis A., Jr.

WASHINGTON (FFFF). Captain Cooley, Thomas R.
BATDIV 8 lessINDIANA. Rear Admiral Davis, Glenn B.MASSACHUSETTS (F). CaptAin Warlick, William W.

BATDIV 9. Rear Admiral Hanson, Edward W.
SOUTH DAKOTA (F), Captain Riggs, Ralph S.
ALABAMA. Captain Murphy, Vincent R.

(c) TU 38.3.3.
Light Support Unit. Rear Admiral DuBose, Laurence T.

CRUDIV 13 lessBILOXl. Rear Admiral DuBose, Laurence T.
SANTE FE (FF), Captain Wright, Jerauld
BIRMINGHAM, Captain Ingis, Thomas B.
MOBILE, Captain Miller, Christopher C.
RENO. Captain Alexander, Ralph C.

(d) TU 38.3.4 Screen Unit. Captain Wilkinson, Edwin R.
DESRON 50. Captain Wilkinson, Edwin R.

DESDIV 100. Captain Miller, Wallace J.
COGSWELL (F), CAPERTON,
INGERSOLL, KNAPP.

DESDIV 99. Captain Wilkinson, Edwin R.
CLARENCE K.
BRONS'IN (FF),
COTTEN, DORTCH,
GATLING, HEALY.

DESRON 55. Captain Jarrell, Albert E.
DESDIV 109. Captain Jarrell, Albert E.

PORTERFIELD (FF),
CALLAGHAN, CASSIN YOUNG,
IRWIN, PRESTON.

DESDIV 110 less
PRITCHEIT. Commander Edsall, Warren R.

LAWS (F), LONGSHAW, MORRISON.
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(4) TG 38.4. Rear Admiral Davison, Ralph F,

(a) TU 38.4.1 Carrier Unit. Rear Admiral Davison, Ralph E.
CARDIV 2 lessHANCOC. Rear Adairal Davison, Ralph E.

FRANKLIN (FFF) Captain Shoemaker, james M.
(CVG 13 - 35 VF,
28 VB, 17 VT), Commander Kibbe, Richard L.

SAN JACINTO Captain Martin, Harold M.
(CVLG 51 - 22 VF,
9 VT) Commander Moore, Charles L., Jr.

TU 38.4.11 Rear Admiral Sallada, Harold B.*
ENTERPRISE (F) Captain Glover, Cato D., Jr.
(CVG 20 - 49 VF,
17 VB, 12 VT), Commander Smith, Daniel F., Jr.
BELLEAU WOOD Captain Perry, John
(CVWG 21 - 24 VF,
9 VT). Commander Casey, Vincent F.

(b) TU 38.4.2
Light Support Unit. Captain McGurl, Daniel M.

BILOXI (FF), Captain McGurl, Daniel X.
NEW ORLEANS. Captain Hurff, Jack E.

(c) TU 38.4.3 Screen Unit. Captain Long, Victor D,
DESRON 6. Captain Long, Victor D.

DvSDIV 11 less
CRAVEN. Captain Long, Victor D.

MAURY (FF)
GRIDLEY, HELM.
McCALL. **

DESDIV 12. Captain Poehlmann, Karl F.
MUGFORD (F),
RALPH TALBOT,
PATTERSON, BAGLEY.

DESDIV 24 less
GRAYSON. Captain Greenacre, Alvord J,

WILKES, NICHOLSON,
SWANSON (F).

(5) TF 34<** Heavy Surface
Striking Force. Vice Admiral Lee, Willis A., Jr.

* Ccmmander Carrier Divison 6. PRINCETON and LANGLEY were assigned to TU 38.3.1.
-* Temporarily with TU 30.8r5.

SSince TF 34 and TG 34.5 were made effective October 25th, the tentative task
organization for these groups as issued by Coanander Battleships Pacific Fleet
in COMBATPAC Operation Order No. 13-44 Addendum No. J., Serial 00080, October
16th, 1944, is herewith incladed. The actual organization made effective
October 25th differed somewhat from the above organization.
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(a) TG 34.1 Battle Line. Vice Admiral Lee, Willis A., Jr.

(1) TU 34.1.1 Rear Admiral Badger, Oscar C.
BATDIV 7. Rear Admiral Badger, Oacar C.

IOWA (FF), Captain McCann, Allan R.
NEW JISEY (FFFFF) Admiral Halsey, William F., Jr.

Captain Holden, Carl F.

(2) TU 34.1.2. Rear Admiral Davis, Glenn B.
BATDIV 8. R.ar' Admiral Davis, Glenn B.

MASSACHUSETTS (F). Captain Warlick, William W.
WASHINGTON (FFFF) Captain Cooley, Thomas R.

(3) TU 34.1.3. Rear Admiral Hanson, Edward W.
BATDIV 9. Rear Admiral Hanson, Edward W.

SOUTH DAKOTA (F), Captain Riggs, Ralph S.
ALABAMA. Captain Murphy, Vincent R.

(b) TG 34.2 Right Flank. Rear Admiral Whiting, Francis E.M.

(1) TU 34.2.1.

(2) TU 34.2.2. Rear Admiral Whiting, Francis E.M.
CRUDIV 14 less
VICKSBURG, HOUSTON
plus BILOXI. Rear Admiral Whiting, Francis E.M.

VINCENNES (FF), Captain Brown, Allen D.
MIAMI, Captain Crawford, John G.
BILOXI. Captain McGurl, Daniel M.

(3) TU 34.2.3. Captain Wilkinson, Edwin R.
DESDIV 99 Captain Wilkinson, Edwin R.

CLARENCE K. BRONSON (F),
COTTEN, DORTCH, GATLING,
HEALY.

(4) TU 34.2.4. Captain Kenny, William T.
DESDIV 104 less
MARSHALL. Captain Kenny, William T.

HICKOX (F), HUNT,
LEWIS HANCOCK.

(c) TG 34.3 Center.

(d) TG 34.4 Left Flank. Rear Admiral Smith, Allan E.
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CI
(1) TU 34.4.1. Rear Admiral S&th, Allan E.

CRUDIV 5.
CHESTER (FF), Captain Hartley, Henry
PENSACOLA, Captain Mullinnix, Allen P.
SALT LAKE CITY. Captain Busbey, Leroy W., Jr.

(2) TU 34-.4.2.

(3) TU 34.4.3. Captain Espe, Carl F.
DESDIV 91 less
CHARETTE, BELL, I
BURNS plue
PRESTON, UHLYANN. Captain Espe, Carl F.

IZARD (F), CONNER,
PRESTON, UHLMA.NN.

(e) TG 34.9 Supporting Carrier Group.

(1) T1 34.9.1 Carrier Unit ONE.
1 CVL.
PATTERSON, BAGLEY. Commander Shea, William H., Jr.

(2) TU 34.9.2 Carrier Unit TWO.
1 CVL.

DESDIV 12 less
PATTERSON, BAGLEY. Captain Poehlmann, Karl F.

MUGFORD (F),
RALPH TALBOT.

(6) TG 34.5* Special Group. Rear Admiral Badger, Oscar C.

(a) TU 34.1.1 Rear Admiral Bager, Oscar C.
BATDIV 7 Rear Admiral Badger, Oscar C.

IoWk (FF), Captain McCann, Allan R.
NEW JERSEY (FFFFF). Admiral Halsey, William F., 4r.

Captain Holden, Carl F.

(b) TU 34.2.2. Rear Admiral Whiting, F.'ancis E.M.
CRUDIV 14 less
VICKSBURGJ HOUSTON
plus BILOXI. Rear Admiral Whiting, Francis E.M.

VINCENIES (F), Captain Brown, Allen D.
MIAMI, Captain Crawford, John G.
BILOXI. Captain McGurl, Daniel M.

* Since TF 34 and TG 34.5 were made effective October 25th, the tentative task
organization for these groups as issued by Commander Battleshipu Pacific Fleet in
COMBATPAC Operation Order No. 13-44 Addendum No. 1, Serial 00080, October 16th,
1944, is herewith included. The actual organization made effective October 25th
differed somewhat from the above organization.
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(c) TU 34.2.3. Captain Wilkinson, Edwin R.
DESDIV 99. Captain Wilkinson, Edwin R.

CLARENCE K. BRONSON (F),
COTTEN, DORTCH, GATLING,
HEALY.

(d) TU 34.9.2 Carrier Unit TWO.
1 CVL.

DESDIV 12 less
PATTERSON, BAGLEY. Captain Poehlmann, Karl F.

MUGFORD (F), RALPH TALBOT.

(b) TG 30.3. Rear Admiral Wiltse, Lloyd J.

(1) TU 30.3.1 Towing Unit. Roar Admiral Wiltse, Lloyd J.
BOSTON (FF). Captain Herrmann, Ernest E.
HOUSTON (PAWNEE towing). Captain Behrens, William W.
CANBERRA (MUNSEE towing). Captain Early, Alexander R.

DESDIV 92 less BRADFORD,
BROWN,plus GRAYSON, THE
SULLIVANS, STEPHAN POTTER. Captain Sweetser, Willard M.

BOYD (F), COWELL,
GRAYSON, THE SULLIVANS,
STEPHAN POTTER.

(2) TU 30.3.2 Air Support Unit. Rear Admiral Joy, Charles T.
WICHITA (F). Rear Admiral Joy, Charles T.

Captain Spencer, Douglas A.
CABOT Captain Michael, Stanley J.
(CVLG 29 - 23 VF, 9 VT). Lt. Commander Eder, Willard E.
COWPENS Captain Taylor, Herbert W., Jr.
(CVLG 22 - 23 VF, 9 VT). Lt. Commander Jenkins, Thomas H., USNR

BURNS (F), BELL, CHARRETTE,
MILLER. Commander Bullen, Jacob T., Jr.

(c) TG 30.5 Ai- Search and

Reconnaissance. Commodore Ketcham, Dixwell

(1) TU 30.5.1 Seaplane
Squadrons and Tenders,
Kossol Passage. Captain Goodney, Willard K.

CHANDELEUR (F), POCOI4OKE,
MAKINAC, YAKUTAT.
VPB-.6 (13 PBm). Lt. Commander Scarpino, William J.
VPB-202 (13 PBM). Commander Leeman, Robert W.
VPB-216 (314 P1. ). Comader Cook, Harry- E., Jr.
VH-l Detachment (5 PBM).
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Ci X(2) TU 30.5.2 Seaplane Squadrons

and Tenders, Saipan. Commander Lyons, Raymond R.
KENNETH WHITING (F),
COOS BAY, SHELIKOF.
VPB-4 (16 PB2Y). Lt. Commander Curtis, Frederick L.
VPB-18 (12 PBM) Lt. Commander Brower, Charles M., USNR
VH-1 Detachment (5 PBM)

(3) TU 30.5.3 Land Plane Search
Group, Tinian. Commander Rigsbee, Everett 0., Jr.

VPB-102 (15 PB4Y). Lt. Commander Pearson, Gerald R., USNR
VPB-116 (15 PB4Y). Commander Gumz, Donald G.
VPB-117 (15 PB4Y). Commander Rigsbee, Everett 0., Jr.
VPB-150 (16 pV). Commander Riddell, Robert S.
VPB-151 (15 PV). Commander Masterton, Paul

(4) TU 30.5.4 Seaplane and
Tender Detachment, Ulithi. Captain McLean, Gordon A.

HAMLIN (FF},

CASCO,
ONSLOW,
VPB-17 (13 PBM). Lt. Commander Kuehner, Kenneth A., USNE

(d) TG 30.7 Hunter-Killer Group. Captain Saunders, William V.
CVE HOGGATT BAY (FF). Captain Saunders, William V.
DE's BEBAS (F), SEID, Commander Fowler, Thompson F.
STEEJE, SAMUEL S. MILES.

(e) TG 30.8 Fleet Oiler and
Transport Carrier Group. Captain Acuff, Jasper T.

7 CVE, 7 DD, 15 DE, 24 AO.

(2) TF 59 Shore-Based Aircraft,
Forward Area, Central Pacific. Major General Hale, Willis H., (AC) USA

(a) TG 59.1 Marianas Air Defense
Command. Brigadier Genleral Cushman, Thomas J.,

USMC

318th Fighter Group (82 VF).
Detachment 6th Night Fighter Squadron (6 VF(N)).
Detachment 28th Photographic Reconnaissance Squadron (4 F5B).

Marine.
VMF 216, 217, 225, 321 (82 VF).
VMK(N) 534 (14 VF(N)).
VMTB 131, 242 (40 VTB)
VMO 1, 2, (20 VO).
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(b) TO 59.2 Bomber Command. Brigadier General Landon, Truman H.,
(AC) USA

A_•.

30th, 49Lth Bomber Groups (109 VBH).

(c) TG 59.5 Transport Air Group. Colonel McQuade, Thomas J., USMC

Marine.
VMR 253 '16 VR).

(d) TG 59.6 Garrison Force,
Western Carolines. Major General Moore, James T., USMC

(1) TU 59.6.2 Air Defense
Command Palaus. Colonel Bailey, Caleb T., USMC

Argy.
Detachment 28th Photographic Reconnaissance Squadron (3 F5B).

Marine.
V ll 1, 122 (42 VF).
VMF(N) 541 (13 VF(N)).
VMTB 134 (24 VTB).

(b) TF 17 Submarine Force, Pacific Fleet Vice Admiral Lockwood, Charles A., Jr.

(1) TG 17.1 Empire Patrol Group.

(a) On Patrol, Single Submarines.
BURRFISH, BARBEL, STERLET,
SAURY, SKATE, SEA DOG, TAMBOR,
GREENLING, APOGON, SNOOK, SEA
FOX, BILLFISH, COBIA, SEAL.

(b) On Patrol, Coordinated Attack
Groups.

(1) TG 17.11. Commander Blaka.y, Edward N.
SHARK (F), SEADRAGON,
BLACKFISH.

(2) TG 17.14. Commander Lee, John E.
PERCH, CROAKER (F).

(3) TO 17.15. Comander Banister, Alan B.
SAWFISH (F), ICE7FISH,
DRUM.
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(4) TG 17.17. Commander Wogan, Thomas L.
BESUGO (F), GABILAN,
RONQUIL.

(5) TG 17.19. Commander Coye, John S., Jr.
SILVERSIDES (F), TRIGGER,
SALMON, TANG.

(c) Enroute Patrol.
KINGFISH, PILOTFISH, SARGO, POGY,
SCAMP, ALBACORE, HALIBUT, HADDOCK,
TUNA, BLACKFIN, JALLAO, PINTADO, ATULE.

(d) En route Base.
GUARDFISH, ASPRO, CABRILLA, SNAPPER,
PIRANHA, TREPANG, SEGUNDO, TILEFISH,
SEAHORSE, SEA DEVIL, WHALE, PARCHE,
SAILFISH.

(2) TG 17.2 Mandate Patrol Group.

(a) On Patrol.
PERMIT.

(a) CHINA- BURMA-INDIA THEATER.* General Stilwell, Joseph W., USA

(a) FOURTEENTH Air Force. Major General Chennault, Claire L.,
(AC) USA

308th Heavy Bomb Group (26 B-24, 20 LAB-24).
341st Medium Bomb Group (23 B-25).
51st Fighter Group (55 P-40, 19 P-51).
23rd Fighter Group (47 P-40, 25 P-51).

(b) TWENTIETH Bomber Command. Major General LeMay, Curtib E., (AC)
USA

* Data regarding the organization, disposition and strength of China-based Allied

air forces supporting the Leyte campaign was obtained from the following sources:

(1) Letters from the Director, Library Division, USAF Air University to the
President, Naval War College, November 8th, 1950, and February 23rd, 1951.

(2) Letter from the Research Studies Institute, USAF Air University to the
President, Naval War College, November 3rd, 1952.

(3) TWENTIETH Bomber Command Tactical Mission Reports Nos. 10, 1. and 12,
October 14th, 16th, and 17th, 1944.
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FIFTY-EIGHTH Bomb Wing.*

40th Bomb Group (35 B-29). Colonel Blanchard, William H., (AC)USA

444th Bomb Group (35 B-29). Colonel Harvey, Alva L., (AC) USA

462nd Bomb Group (34 B-29). Colonel Kalberer, Alfred F., (AC) USA

468th Bomb Group (36 B-29). Colonel Faulkner, Ted q., (AC) USA

'7,

* Headquarters discontinued October 12th, 1944.
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APPENDIX II

OIGANIZATION OF COMBiNED FLEET

2400 OCTOBER 19'17H

BATTLE FOR LEYTE GULF

CCOMMANDER IN CHIEF COMBINED FLEET Admiral Toyoda, Soemu

(a) MOBILE Force Vice Admiral Ozawa, Jisaburo

(1) Main Force Vice Admiral Ozawa, Jinaburo

CARDIV 1* Rear Admiral Komura, Keizo
CV AMAGI (F) Rear Admiral Yamamori, Kamonosuke**
CV UNRYU Captain Konishi, Kaname
CV KATSURAGI Captain Kawabata, Masaharu
Air Group 601, leas elements of

CARDIV 3 Vice Admiral Ozawa, Jisaburo
CV ZUIKAKU (FFFF) Rear Admiral Kaizuka, Takeo**
CVL ZUIHO Captain Sugiura, Kuro
CVL CHITOSE Captai. Kishi, Yoshiyuki
CVL CHIYODA Captain Jo, Eiichiro
Air Group 601, elements of

653, elements of

CARDIV 4 Rear Admiral Matsuda, Chiaki
BB/XCV HYUGA (F) Rear Admiral Nomura, Tomekichi*-
BB/XCV iSE Rear Admiral Nakase, Noboruv*
XCV JUNYO* Captain Shibuya, Haruni
CVL RYUHO* Captain Matsuura, Yoshi
Air Group 634***

DESRON 10, elements of Captain Nmano, Shigetaka
DESDIV 4] (less FUYUZUKI) Captain Wakita, Kiichiro

DD SHIMOTSUKI
DESDIV 61 (less SUZUTSUKI) Captain Amano, Shigetaka

DD's HATSUZUKI (F), AKITSUKI,
WAKATSUKI

* Did not sortie with alt Force.
** Promoted to Rear Admiral October 15th, 1944. 4
N*• It seems probable that no elements of Air Group 634 were embarked in CARDIV's

3 or 4 since all of them had been transferred to the SIXTH Base Air Force.
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CORTRON 31, elements of Rear Admiral Edo, Heitaro
CL OYODO (FF) Captain Mudaguchi, Kakuro
CL ISUZU Captain Matsuda, Gengo
DESDTV 43, elements of

MAKI, KIRI, KUWA.

MAKI) Kl I KRear Admiral Takama, Tamotsu
CL TAMA (F) CapLain Yamamoto. Iwata
DD's SUG1, MCalI,* KAYA*
KASHI,* HINOKI (F).*

931st Air Groups elements of

Supply Force,'* Main Force*
XAO JINFS MARU
XAO TAKANE MARU
DD AKIKAZEEscort Vessels 22, 33, 43.

(2) FIRST Striking Force Vice Admiral Kurita, Takeo

First Section Vice Admiral Kurita, Takeo

BATDIV 1 Vice Admiral Ugaki, Matcme
BB YAMATC (FF) Rear Admiral Morishita, Nobuei***
BB MUSASHI Rear Admiral Inokuchi, Toshihei***
BB NAGATO Rear Admiral Kobe, Yuji*-**

BATDIV 2 Vice Admiral Nishimura, Shoji
BB YAMASHIRO (F) Rear Admiral Shinoda, KatsukiyoM-*
BB FUSO Rear Admiral Ban, Masami***

CRUDIV 4 Vice Admiral Kurita, Takeo
CA ATAGO (FFF) Rear Admiral Araki, Tsuto***
CA TAKAO Captain Onoda, SutejJro
CA CHOKAl Captain Tanaka, Jyo
CA MVAYA Captain Oe, Hanji

CROUDIV 5 Vice Admiral Hashimoto, Shintaro
CA MYOKO (F) Rear Admiral Ishihara, Itsu***
CA HAGURO Captain Sugiura, Kajyu
CA MOGAMI Captain Tema, Ryo

* Did not sortie with Main Force.
SA Although the tankers of the Supply Force did not pass to the command of

Conmmnder Main force until 001) uctober 21st in accordance with Combined
Fleet 201712 (Coebined Fleet DesOpOrd 480), nevertheless Commander Main
Force hi his dispatch 182321 gave preliminary instructions for the organization
and movements of this Supply Force.

•o FPromoted to Rear Admiral October 15th, 1944.
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DESRON 2 Rear Admiral Hayakawa, Mikio
CL NOSHIHO (F) Captain Kajiwara, Sueyoshi
DD's SHIMAKAZE, SHIGURE.

DESDIV 2 Captain Shiraishi, Nagoyoshi
DD'e HAYASHIMO, AKISHIMO, KIYOSHIMO.

DESDIV 31 Captain Fukuoka, Tokujiro
DD's KISHINAMI, NAGANAMI,
OKINAMI, ASASHIMO.

DESDIV 32 Captain Oshima, Ichitaro

DD's HAMANAMI, FUJINAMI

Second Section Vice Admiral Suzuki, Yoshio

BATDIV 3 Vice Ad6.,ral Suzuki, Yoshio*
BR KONGO (FF) Rear Admiral Shimazaki, Toshio
Bb HARUNA Rear Admiral Shigenaga, Kazue*

CRUDIV 7 Vice Admiral Shiraishi, Kazutaka
CA IUMANO (F) Captain Hitomi, Soichiro
CA SUZUYA Captain Teraoka, Masao
CA TONE Captain Mayuzumi, Haruo
CA CHIKUMA Captain Norimitsu, Saiji

DESRON 10 less DESDIV's 41, 61 Rear Admiral Kimura, Susumu
CL YA{AGI (F) Captain Yoshimura, Matake

DESDIV 4 Captain Takahashi, Kameshiro
DD's MICHISHIO (F),** NOWAKI,,*
ASAGUI-0, YAMAGUIO

DESDIV 17 Captain Tanii, Tamotsu
DD's URAKAZE (F), HAMAKAZE,
YUKIKAZE, ISOKAZE

Service Force

AO's YUHO MARU, HAKKO MARU, OMUROSAN MARU,
ITSUKUSHIMA MARU, MANEI MARU, NIPPO MARU,
NICHIBI MARU, RYOEI MARU1

Escorts: MANJU,*** MIYAKE,"** CHIBURI, KURAHASHI,
YURISHIMA, EMOROFU, Escorts Nos. 19, 27, 32

* Promoted to Rear Admiral October 15th, 1.944.

Temporarily Escorting HAKKO MARU and YUHO MARU to Brunei Bay.
* Although assigned Commander FIRST Striking Force Octobel 16th were being

employed at this time in antisubmarine work off west Foimosa.
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(b) SIXTH Base Air Force Vice Admiral Fukudome, Shigeru

(1) Western Attack Force ONE Vice Admiral Yamada, Sadayoshi
(2) Western Attack Force TWO Rcar Admiral Kikuchi, Tomozo
(3) Western Attack Force THREE Rear Admiral Joshima, Takatsugu
(4) Western Attack Force FOUR Major General Yamxmsto, Kenji

(c) Advance Expeditionary Force Vice Admiral Miwa, Shigeyo3hi

FIRST Submarine Force Vice Admiral Miwa, Shigeyoshi

1-26, 1-38, 1-43, 1-45, 1-46, 1-53,
1-54, 1-56, 1-177, RO-41, RO-43, RO-46,
RO-47, RO-109,* RO-1I2.*
XAS TSUKUSHI MARU

(d) Southwest Area Force Vice Admiral Mikawa, Gunicki

(1) SECOND Striking Force Vice Admiral Sh..a, Kiyohide

CRUDIV 21 Vice Admiral Shima, Kiyohide
CA NACHI (FFF), Captain Kanooka, Empei
CA ASHIGARA Captain Miura, Hayao

DESRON 1 Rear Admiral Kimura, Masatomi
CL ABUKUMA (FF) Captain Hanada, Takuo

DESDIV 7 Commander Iwagami, Jiichi
DD's AKEBONO (F), USHIO

DESDIV 18 Captain Inoue, Yoshio
DD's KASUMI, SHIRANUHI (F)

DESDIV 21 Commander I~hii, Hisashi
DD's WAKABA (F), HATSUSHIMO,

HATSUHARU

CRUDIV -76 (less KITAGOI1)A• Vice Admiral Sakonju, Naomasa
CA AOBA Captain Yaxrazumi, Chusaburo
CL KINU Captain Kawasaki, Harumi
DD URANAMI

* Ordered to report to CinG Combined Fleet for duty wi.h th, FIRST Submarine
Force.

** Assigned to counterlanding operation3.

-422-



(2) Philippines Force Vice Admiral Mikawa, OCunichi

31st Special Base Force (Manila) Rear Admiral Arima, Kaoru
32nd Special Base Force (Davao) Rear Admiral Doi, Naoharu
33rd Special Base Force (Cebu) Rear Admiral Harada, Kaku

q 954th Ai- Group Commander Nakagome, Yoshimasa
955th Air Group Commander Imagawa, Fukuo
Attached Forces 3rd Southern Expeditionarj Fleet

(3) THIRD Base Air Force Vice Admiral Mikawa, Gunichi

"28th Air Flotilla Rear Admiral Kogure, Gunji
331st Air Group (less elements) Captain Shimdxia, Hisao
381•t Air Group Captain Nakajima, Daizo

(4) FIFTH Base Air Force Vice Admiral Teraoka, Kimpci

23rd Air Flotilla (North of Australia Rear Admiral Furuka'a, Tai'L'tSu
Air Base Unit)
26th Air Flotilla (Philippine Air Base

• Unit)

61st Air Flotilla (West Caroline Air Vice Admiral Ueno, Keizo
Base Unit)
153rd Air Group Captain Takahashi, Nobukichi
201st Air Group Captain Yamamoto, Sakae
761st Air Group Captain Maeda, Kosei
1021st Air Group Captain Kaito, Keiroku
331st Air Group (elements of)

(e) Anti-Submarine Patrol Force

CORTRON 31, (elements of)

DESDIV 30 (less AKIKAZE)
UZUKI, YUZUKI

DESDIV 43, (elements of)
MOI00, TAKE, UME

933rd Air Group Captair, Mita, Kunio

(f) "T" kttack Force Captain Kuno, Shuzo

762nd Air Group
752nd, 801st Air Groups (elements of)
98th, 7th, Heavy Bomber Regiments (Army)

* Commanded temporarily by Senior Ofticer after death of Rear Admiral Arima,
Maeafumip O';tober 15th.
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APPENDIX III

AIR AND SURFACE OPERATIONS

AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY

(1) Areae of Responsibility for Air Operations. (Plate XXI)

The areas of responsibility for air operations during the early phases
of the Leyte operation stem, for the most part, from the assigned tasks of the
various forces concerned rather than from any well-defined geographical bound-
aries.

In general, areas of air responsibility were as follows:*

(a) CAAF, SOWESPAC

Exclusive of searches, 9nd until land-based bombers were established
on Morotai: the Sulu Archipelago, and the Mindanao area south of Latitude 080-
45tN.

(b) COMTHIRDFLT

palago. The Philippine Island are., exclusive of Mindanao and the Sulu Archi-

(c) CANF, SOCESPAC

The Leyte-Samar area, in coordination with thu THIRD Fleet.

Areas of responsibility for air operations, and the coordination arrange-
sents between the various air forces, are discussed in more detail below:

CAAF SOWESPAC**

The area responsibility for CAAF, SOWESPAC was two-fold. First, he had
a responsibility for long-range search and reconnaissance in accordance with cur-
rent plans. Secondly, he had an attack and neutralization responsibility.

SCANF, SOWESPAC Operation Plan No. 13-"4, Serial 00022A, September 26th, 1944,

App.ndix 6 to Annx C.
* CAAF, SOWESPAC Operations Instiuctiun?, No. 71, September 24th, 1944; CAAF

SOWESPAC Operations Instructions (Revised) No. 71/1 October 4th, 1944.
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(1) Long-Range Search and Reconnaissance.

CAAF SOWESPAC's area of long-range bearch and reconnaissance,
flown by Navy PB4Y's from Owi, under the operational control of C.G. "JY'TH Air
Force, was established by Search Plan Easy (Plate VIII). This area was extended
upon commencing Search Plan Fox (Plate XIX), from Morotai on October 19th. Thus,
the extent of his search and reconnaissance responsibility was defined by the
limits of these two search plans. In addition, Biak-based XB-24's conducted
night searches over the Sulu Sea and Morotai-based PBY's made night searches and
attacks along the ncrtheastern shores of Borneo as far north as Sandakan.

(2) Attack and Neutralization.

In ae gard to neutralization and attack CAAF SOWESPAC was assigned
the following tasks: (a) neutralize hostile air forces and destroy enemy shipping
in the Mindanao area south of Latitude 080 -45'N, comencing on D-lO; (b) when
heavy bombers were established on Morotal extend neutralization to the Visayas,
exclusive of Leyte and Samar, azid upon departure of the escort carriers (TG 77.4)
extend the Visayas area of neutralization to include Leyte and Samar; (c) destroy
enemy shipping and neutralize hostile air forces in the Celebes Sea, the Sulu
Archipelago and northeastern Borneo areas; (d) initiate strikes against the Brunei

area of Borneo at the earliest practicable date; (e) upon the establishment of
fighter aircraft on Leyte relieve the carrier-based air forces of responsibility
for local protection and close air support of ground forceb in the objective arma.

COMTHIRDFLT

COMTHIRDFLT'a area of responsibility for air and surface operations
in support of KING II was as follows:*

(1) Air Operations.

(a) Search and Reconnaissance:

(1) Conduct long-range daylight searches from Kossol Passage
as indicated in Annex A of this Appendix, employing aircraft from TG 30.5. In
nddition, conduct periodic carrier-based air searches as deemed necessary.

(b) Air Attack.

(1) Conduct maximum offensive strikes, employing land-based
aircraft of TF 59, against targets in the Volcano and Bonin Islands, D-12, D-11
and D-10 days to prevent enemy air observation of THIRD Fleet units at Ulithi.

(2) Conduct carrier air strikes against (a) Okinawa on D-10
day, (b) Formosa on D-8, D-7 and D-6 days, and (c) Philippines except Mindanao
and the Sulu Archipelago commencing D-4 day.

* COMTHIRDFLT Operation Order No. 21-44; COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 031600 October
1944 to CTF's 38, 57, 59, and CTG's 30.5 and 30.8.
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ý2) Surface Operations. (Plate XXI)

THIRDFLT surface units operating in the Visayas area remain at
all times north of Latitude 110 -O00'N while west of Longitude 130 0 -OOE.

COMSEVENTHFLT*

The escort carriers (TG 77.4) of the SEVENTH Fleet were to provide
direct air support to the preliminary landings on Suluan, Dinagat and Homonhon
Islands commencing on D-3, and the main landings at Leyte on D-day. In the lat-
ter landings, they were to be assisted by the carrier aircraft of the THIRD
Fleet, under the coordination control of COMSEVENTHFLT. Subsequent to D-day,
THIRD Fleet carrier strikes were to be made as requested and coordinated by COM-
SEVENTHFLT or COMSOWESPAC.

The notice of withdrawal of THIRD Fleet support to KING II after
October 15th, in order to seek an engagement to the north *-ith the Japanese
Fleet, prompted COMSEVENTHFLT to modify the scheduled air strikes by COMTHIRDFLT
against the Visayas by giving responsibility for these strikes to CTG 77.4 on
D-3, D-2 and D-1, not to interfere with close air support of the landings.**
Thus, the air responsibility of CTG 77.4 was extended from the Leyte - Samar
area to the othei- islandL oZ th.. Vlzaya... during this period, and ]sýer as re-
quired by the tactical situation.

COMSEVENTHFLT exercised, through his Commander Support Aircraft,
direct operational control of all aircraft in the objective area (Leyte - Samar
area) from the time of the arrival of his escort carriers off Leyte (October
17th) until he was relieved of this function by CAAF SOWESPAC (October 27th)
when the FORTY-NINTH Fighter Group was laxided at Tacloban airstrip. All air
target assignments were made by COMSOWESPAC or COMSEVENTHFLT. Air operations by
land and carrier-based aircraft were coordinated by COMSOWESPAC.

* CANF SOWESPAC Operation Plan No. 13-44, Serial 00022A, Septemlt-r 26th, 1944,
Appendix 6 to Annex G.

** CTF 77 Dispatch 150542, October 1944, to COMSOWESPAC, CINCPOA, e1c.
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LEGEND

REPORTED SCATTERED SHOWERS AND
VARIABLE CONDITIONS.

LINE. OF SQUALLS OR INDIVIDUALLY
REPORTED SQUA.LLY AND/OR SHOWERY

.. ............................ PREC IP ITAT IO N A R EA S.

FOG, MIST OR HAZE

.:..........==========.....

..........-... , APPROXIMATE POSITION OF THE INTER:-
TROPICAL FRONT.

APPROXIMATE CENTER OF TROPICAL STORM
AND DIRECTION OF MOVEMENT.
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Events Depicted on Diagram "B"

October 17th 19%4

0719 - 24-00

1. 0719 Allied forces reported entering Leyte Gulf.

2. 0719 Shinchiku search plane which had departed at 0445 continued to
search sector 149-164 0 (T). Made no contacts.

3. 0719 Kanoya search pianer continued to search sector 135-2000 (T).
0 Made contact at 1110.

4. 0719 Shinchiku search plane which departed at 0600 continued to search
the area north of a line O67 0 (T) through Garan Bi and west of a
line 130 0 (T) through Kiirun. Made no contacts. (The searchplans that departed at 0700 to search 133-!J+90(T) returned due

to engine trouble.)

5. 0719 Okinawa search planes which had departed at 0600 continued to
search sector 115-185 0 (T) to 400 miles and sector 145-1650 (T)
to 500 miles. Made no contacts.

6. 0719 Garan Bi search planes which0 commenced departing at 0710 contin-
ued to search sector 065-159 (T) to 400 miles. Two planes con-
tacted enemy carrier planes, one turned back at 230 miles due to
weather, one failed to return, the others made no contacts.

7. 0800 Aircraft launched from TG 38.4 east of Manila attackid Manilaarea (seventy planes) and Legaspi airfield (fifty-ont planes).

I
8. 0809 CinC Combined Fleet ordered SHO One alert.

9. 0817 FRANKLIN recovered four night fighters which had been on a heck-
ler mission over Legaspi during the night.

10. 0820 Company !"DII, SIXTH P-anger Battalion seized Black Beach Three
(Suluan Island).

11. 0830 Japanese search plane contacted enemy carrier task group bear-
ing 085 0 (T) distant 245 miles from Manila.

12. 0848 CTG 38.4 recovered two VT that were launched at 0557 to recon-
noiter San Bernardino Strait. Made no contacts.

13. 0900 Coiapany "B" of the 21st Infantry Regiment and Companies "A",
"E" and "F" of the SIXTH Ranger Battalion landed on Black Beach
One (Dinagat Island).
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14. 0915 SIXTH Base Air Force search plane contacted a carrier task group
in Latitude 220-001N, Longitude 1260-40'E. (0960(T), 350 miles
from Takao)

15. 0915 SIXTH Base Air For'ce search plane contacted a carrier task group
bearing 1000(T) abou~t 360 miles from Takao consisting of twenty
ships including three carriers, three battleships, one under tow
on easterly course.

16. 0915 Commander 901st Air Group reported contacts of the night flying
boats (a) a task group in Latitude 190-051N., Longitude 1250-1g'E
at 0235, (b) a task group in Latitude 20 0 -151N, Longitude 124
251E at 0250.

17. 0915 BUNKER HILL recovered eight VF and four VB launched at 0558 to
search for enemy surface forces in sector 3150 -355 0 (T) to ý,60
miles. Made no contacts.

18. 0918 Commander Expeditionary Force directed four submnarines (113 26,
4.5, 54, 56) located east of Nansei Shoto to proceed into the area
east of the Philippines.

19. Fore- CinC Combined FleeU received a report from Commander NINTH Base
noon Force in the Singapore area that his command had sighted what

appeared to be an enemy task force near Car Nicobar Island, con-
sisting of two carriers, two battleships, two cruisers and eight
destroyers.

20. 1000 Japanese fighters and fighter-bombers (at least twenty-two
planes) coirmenced taking off to intercept air raid on Tainan
area of Formosa. (This was a false air raid).

21. 1000 ESSEX recovered eight VF and four VB launched at 0558 to search
sector 3550 -034 0 (T) to 260 miles. Made no contacts.

22. 1030 Two 'IT" Fogce sgarch planes departed southern Kyushu to search
sector 123 -153 (T) from Sata Misaki to 300 mtiles. (Encountered
bad weather and turned back by 1120.)

23. 1110 Kanoya based search plane reported sighting two CV, two BB, and
ten S8 ther ships in 13ititude 220 -05%N Longitude 1270 -35'E.
(095 j(T), 370 miles from Takao)

24. 1147 WASP recovered special sear'oh of eighteen VF launched at 0558
to search for mnemy surface units in sector 2600 -3600 (T) to
300 miles. Made no contacts,

25. 1150 TG 38.4 recovered fighter sweep, strikes Able and Baker aircraft
from the strikes over Manila and Legaspi.
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26. 1200 TF 78 rendezvouse.d with fueling group TU 77.7.1. Completed fuel-
ing at 1702.

27. 1200 About this time CinC Combitned Fleet departed Takao foi- Shinchiku
en route to Hiyoshi. Arrived Shinchiku 1329,

28. 1205 Commander FIRST Striking Force ordered a four plane search to
scout a front of 200 miles in the direction of Brunei.

29. 1230 Tainan under attack by over ten B-299s intercepted by at least
thirty-three fighters. (Actually consisted of twenty-four B-29's).

30. 1230 One two-engine pl;ne departed Legaspi to reconnoiter Leyte Gulf
and sighted one battleship, two cruisers and eight destroyers
westward of Sulua.n Island.

31. 1340 Due to weather conditions, operations of TU 78.4.2 at Black
Beach Two (Homonhon) were suspended.

32. 1404 CTG 38.4 launched two VF and two VT to reconnoiter San Bernardino
Strait. Recovered at 1647. Made no contacts.

33. 1435 CABOT launched a search of four VF four VT to search sector 2350-
3100 (T) to 200 miles. Recovered at 1800. Made no contacts.

34. 1515 Thirteen planes departed Clark Field to strike Allied shipping
in Leyte Gulf. (Turned back by weather at 1804).

35. 1705 SECOND Striking Force less HATSUHARU entered Satsukawa Bay,
Amami 0 Shima and commenced fueling.

36. 1800 TG 38.2 was detached from the fleet disposition and proceeded
independently to the vicinity of Latitude 18 0 -3u'N, Longitude
1260 -30'E, where it arrived at midnight.

37. 1806 CTG 38.1 changed course to 2050 (T), increased speed to twenty-
five knots and headed for the 0600 rendezvous with CTG 38.4 in
Latitude 15 0 -30'N, Longitude 1230 -30'E.

38. 1812 CT'7 38.3 set co'lrse 1500 (T) speed seventeen knots and proceeded
towards his 0700 fueling rendezvous and later at 2130 changed
course to 2000 (T).

39. 2200 CinC Combined Fleet received a dispatch from Takao Comnunications
Unit reporting repeated hDF contacts on an enemy task group (TG
30.3) of six ships in Latitude 20 0 -00'N, Longitude 125 -WO'E,
(122 0 (T), 305 miles from Takac), that they had sent seven urgent
dispatches and their plot indicated no movement from the previ-
ous day.
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A
40. 2230 Two radar equO.ped flying boats departed Garan Bi to search on

rearch lines 0950 (T) and 1190 (T) to 450 miles with a cross leg
of ninety mi.&ms and return.

I41. 2230 COMCRUDIV THIRTME aad DESDIV ONE HUNDRED departed TG 30.3 and
headed for the 0/700 rendezvous with CTG 38.3 and the fueling
group. COMCRUDIIV TEN assumed command of TG 30.3.

42. 2300 The ESCOLAR whi'e proceeding from Latitude 33 0-44'N, Longitude
127 -33'E, to nea station in Latitude 330-144N, Longitude 1290-
061E, was lost with aI hands, pres zably by striking a mine.

43. During CinC Combined Fleet received a reconnaissance report that four
the cruisers, three destroyers, thirteen transports and 110 aircraft
day had arrived at Morotai.
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BATTLE FOR LEYTE GULF

AIR SEARCHES AND MOVEMENT OF FORCES

0719 TO 2400 17 OCTOBER 1944K
Submarines generally remained subfnerged in their 0719 pcsitlons

until daorkness when they surfaced and made the movements
depicted on this diag~ram.
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Events Depicted on Diagram "C"

October 18th l944

, 0000 - 2400

1. 0100 FIRST Striking Force commenced departing from the Lingga - Garan
area for Brunei Bay.

"2. 0248 Radar equipped flying boat on night search from Garan Bi con-
tacted what appeareg to be an enemy task group in Latitude 190-
05'N, Longitude 127- 35'E. (118 0 (T), 450 miles from Takao)

3. 0300 BREAM in Latitude 010 -17'N, Longitude ll9o-24'E, contacted by
radar an enemy force estimated to contain three or four heavy
units. (Contact apparently false)

4. 0400 Radar equipped flying boat on night search from Garan Bi con-

tactedu an enemy group in Latitude 19 0 -05'N, Longitude 128 0-15'E.
(1160 (T), 490 miles from Takao)

5. 0405 Radar equipped flying boat on night search from Gnaran Bi con-

tacted an enemy group in Latitude 19',251N, Longitude 127 0 -55'E.
(1150 (T), 465 miles from Takao)

6. 0500 Six search planes departed Kyushu to elearch sector 1550 190 0 (T),
from Kanoya to 650 miles.

7. 0530 SECOND Striking Force less HAT6UHARU sortied from Satsukawa Bay,
Amami 0 Shima en route Mako.

8. 0530 TG 30.3 rendezvoused with fueling group TU 30.8.8. Completed
fueling at 1736.

9. 0540 Transport groups cf TF 79 rendezvoused with fueling group in
the vicinity of Point ART to fuel escorts. Completed fueling
at 1710.

10. 0550 Four search planes commenced departure from Okinawa to search
sector 1450-1900(T). Made no contacts. (Plane in sector I450+ -
155 (T) turned back at 350 miles, plane in sector 1550-165 (T)
broke communication and was missing, plane in sector 1650 -177°(T)
was missing since departure at 0600.)

11. 0600 CTG 77.4 commenced launching aircraft for covering missions over
Leyte area. Recovered at 1050. (Seventy sorties)

12. 0601 TG 38.3 rendezvoused with fueling group and aircraft replenish-
ment carriers of TG 30.8. Completed operations at 1205.
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13. 0607 CTG 38.1 and 38.4 rendezvoused and commenced launching aircraft
for the days operations over Luzon. (342 sorties) CTG 38.1
completed recovery at 1750. CTG 38.4 did not complete recovery
until sunset (1822).

14. 0610 CTG 77.4 launched an armed anti-shipping search of two VF andtwo VT over northern Mindanao Sea and Tanon Strait. Recovered
at 1225. Made no contacts.

15. 0615 TG 38.2 commenced launching aircraft from Latitude 180 -00'N,
Longitude 1240-00'E for the days operations over Luzon. Re-
covered at 1610. (209 sorties).

16. 0623 BELLEAU WOOD launched two VF and two VT to reconnoiter San
Bernardino Strait. Recovered at 0942. Made no contacts.

17. 0630 (a) Five search planes departed Fonrosa to search sector 0850-
l450(T) from Garan Bi. Made no contacts. (One plane turned
back due to engine trouble.)

(b) One search plane departed Karenko to search southeast to
250 miles. Made no contacts.

(c) One search plane departed Sancho Kaku via Ishigaki to search
to the southeast. Made no contacts.

18. 0640 Reinforcement Group TWO (TG 78.7) departed Hollandia and pro-
ceeded toward objective area.

19. 0645 CRUDIV THIRTEEN and DESDIV ONE HUNDRED joined TG 38.3 at the
fueling rendezvous.

20. 0714 BLUEGILL in Latitude 14 0-06'N, Longitude 1190-401E, sank AP
ARABIA MARU and AK's CHINZEI MARU, HAKAROKU MARU.

21. 0800 Philippine Islands heavily hit by Allied aircraft.

22. 0835 Four "T" force carrier type reconnaissance planes departed
Kanoya independently to locate the enemy carrier task force
reported the previous day in Latitude 22 0-O•'N, Longitude
126 -40'E. Made no contacts.

23. 08842 Th m e two engine land bombers departed Kanoya to make contactat dusk and guide in attack units. (Search was negative and
the attack was cancelled.) b

24. 0900 Group Able of the Bombardment and Fire Support Group (TG 77.2)
entered Leyte Gulf.

25. 0905 Company "B" SIXTH Ranger Battalion seized Black Beach TWO on
Homonhon Island.
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26. 0910 KASUMI in Latitude 27 0 -42'N, Longitude 128°-34'E rescued the
crew of a downed Japanese plane.

27. 1000 Brunei Fueling Group departed Singapore for Brunei Bay.

28. 1030 Contact report of enemy carrier task group of two carriers and
five other ships 300 miles east of Manila, received by Commander
SW Area Force about 1100.

29. 1038 STERLET in Latitude 28 0 -O01N, Longitude 127 0 -45'E sighted two
CA, one CL and six escorting DD. (SECOND Striking Force).

30. 1100 CinC Combined Fleet departed Shinchiku for Hiyoshi, but was di-
verted to Omura because of bad weather.

31. 1144 Motor Torpedo Boat Group (TG 70.1) departed Kozaoi Paagz and
proceeded toward the objective area.

32. 1200 HATSJHARU rejoined the SECOND Striking Force formation in Lati-
tude 280 -161N, Longitude 1270 -30'E.

33. 1215 CTG 77.4 commenced launching aircraft for covering missions over
Leyte area. Recovered at 1630. (Seventy sorties)

34. 1315 Two search planes departed Taichu presumably to search for the
enemy carrier task forces. (No search sector given.) Returned
at 1703. Made no contacts.

35. 1426 SAN JACINTO launched two VT to reconnoiter San Bernardino Strait.
Recovered at 1745. Made no contacts.

36. 1430 One "T" Force search plane departed Oroku to search sector 170o-
175 0 (T) to 350 miles. Made no contacts.

37. 1430 Commander SIXTH Base Air Force learned that his fighter aircraft
had strafed enemy submarines.

(a) bearing 3000 (T) twenty-one mi±es from Takao and

(b) 2700 (T) sixty miles from Takao. (These contacts were false.)

38. 1447 SAURY in the area east of Okinawa, rescued one fighter pilot who
had been downed since October 16th.

39. 1515 NASHVILLE (CTU 77.1.2) with COMSOWESPAC and CAAF, SOWESPAC on
lu id .. L%. with WASATCH (CTU 77.1.1) with CANF
SOWESPAC--COMSEVENTHFLT on board and proceeded toward objective
area.
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40. 1555 Commander SECOND Striking Force directed HATSUHARU to proceed
independently to Takao, fuel and await orders. The destination
was changed to Mako about 1610.

41. 1600 BLACKFIN in Latitude 20 0 -45'N, Longitude 132 -52'E sighted -n
enemy submarine.

42. 1600 Group Baker of the Bombardment and Fire Support Group (TG 77.2)
entered Leyte Gulf.

43. Late CTF 79 launched a search of two VF and two VT from escort carrier
after- along the projected course for 125 miles. Made no contacts.

noon

44. 1701 Imperial General Headquarters (Navy Section) through the Chief

of the Naval General Staff at Tokyo directed that the SHO
Operation was to be carried out in the Philippines.

45. 2304 RUTON in Latitude 12 0 -37'N, Longitude 118 0 -46'E, sank AK's
TAIKAI MARU and Sý:ihANESAN MARU.

46. 2324 Wolf pack Commander in BESUGO guarding Bungo Suido changed
his objective and altered his disposition.

NOTE: No positions of the Japanese submarines I's 26,45,54,56, other
than the 2400 position here shown, are available.

I
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Events Depicted on Diagram "D"

October 19th 1944

0 - 240

1. 0000 Two radar equipped night flying boats departed Garan Bi to search
on bearings 110"(T) and 130 (T) to 450 miles, a cross leg to the
left of ninety miles and return.

2. 0030 Chief of Staff, SIXTH Base Air Force at Takao, ordered the cor-
manders of Western Attack Forces ONE and TWO to move up during
the day, the entire operational air strength remaining ii the
Kyushu and Nansei Shoto area (e-.cluding "T" Force and Fourth
Surface Escort Unit).

3. 0133 ROSS while escorting minesweepers struck a floating mine one
mile south of Point "FOX" and struck a second mine at 0155.

4. 0310 BONEFISH in the area off northwestern Luzon recovered downed
airmen attached to the BUNKER HILL.

5. 0540 CTF 79 launched four VF and four VT from PETROF BAY to search
sector 2000 -260 0 (T) to 200 miles or land. Recovered about
0930. Made no contacts.

6. 0550 Fire Support Groups of Fire Support Unit South coitmienced bom-
bardment of southern Leyte beaches. Completed firing at 1715
and withdrew to the night retirement area.

7. 0606 CTG 38.4 launched two VT to search over San Bernardino. le-
covered at 0917. Made no contacts.

8. 0615 CTG's 38.1 and 38.4 cormmenced launcning aircraft for the days
operations over central Luzon. (351 sorties) Recovered at
1730.

9. Day- Search Plan "FOX" oancelled search plan "EASY" thereby moving
light the principal land based search origin from Biak to Morotai.

10. 0630 CTG 77.4 comnenced launching air strikes against Negros.
(Seventy-two sorties) Recovered at 1100.

11. 0800 Japanese search planes contacted three CV, four CVE, twelve

cruisers and DD and fifty small craft in Leyte Gulf.

12. 0812 Japanese search planes contacted four, later increased to five,
CV in Latitude 15 0 -20'N, Longitude 1230 -40'E.
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13. 0816 CTG 38.2 rendezvoused with fueling and replacement carrier group
TG 30.8. Completed operations at 1500.

14. 0830 Japanese search planes contacted thirty transports escorted by
four cruisers or DD. k180 miles east of Tacloban.)

15. 0845 Japanese search planes contacted three CV and eight other ships
in Latitude 10 0-05'N, Longitude 126 0-25'E b aring 130 0 (T) dis-
tant 120 miles from Tacloban.

16. 0850 Japanese search planes contacted one CVE, three BB, seven
cruisers and several DD in Latitude 110-05'N, Longitude 1270-
05'E bearing 094 0 (T) distant 130 miles from Tacloban.

17. 0900 Fire Support Group of Fire Support Unit North commenced bombard-
ment of northern Leyte beaches. Completed firing at 1615.

18. 091.2 Japanese Army lookout sighted thirty merchant vessels in Lati-
tude 110 -151N, Longitude 126 0 -15'E (off southeast Samar).

19. 0930 Japanese search planes conta8 ted three CV and five BB in Lati-
tude 17 0 -15'N, Longitude 126 -35'E. (280 miles northeast of
Lamon Bay)

20. 1010 Japanese search planes contactedotwo CV and two cruisers in
Latitude 17u-45'N, Longitude 127 -35'E. (About 350 miles north-
east of Lamon Bay.)

21. 1125 Allied search Blane from Tinian sigted an unidentified submarine
in Latitude 17 -15'N, Longitude 132 -351E.

22. 1142 DARTER in Palawan Passage fired four torpedoes at two destroyers.
DACE also fired four iorpedoes at 1145. All missed.

23. 1200 Allied search glane from Tinian sighted an unidentified submarine
in Latitude 17 -30'N, Longitude 1300-451TE.

24. 1220 Japanese searcý planes contacted a ;arge group of merchant ships
in Latitude 08 -25'N, Longitude 128 -251E. (Possibly the trans-
port group of TF 79) (580 miles southeast of Manila)

25. 1230 CTG 77.4 commenced launching air strikes against Panay. (Forty-
three sorties) Recovered at 1720.

26. 1300 Japanese Army fighter contacted about seventy combat ships in-
cluding six CV, fourteen BB, twenty cruisers and thirty DD,
thirty transports and two hospital ships in Seeadler Harbor,
Manus, Admiralty Islands. (A very incorrect report)
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27. 1328 TRIGGER in Latitude 25 0 -30'N, Longitude 1220-45'B (east of
northern Formosa) contacted SECOND Striking Force.

28. 1330 One carrier type bomber and four fighters with bombs departed
Mabalacat to attack surface ships in Leyte Gulf. (Claimed
direct hits on one or two BB, actually causod no damage.)

29. 1330 Allied search plane from Tinian sighted an ene~my WO in Lati-
tude 28 0 -25'N, Longitude 1420 -35'E.

30. ].3583 CTG 38.4 launched two VT to search over San Bernardino. Re-
covered at 1.745, Made no contacts.

31. 1400 CTF 79 launched four VF and four VT from PETROF BAY to search
sector 190 0 -250 0 (T) to 200 miles or land. Recovered about 1750.
Made no ;ontacts.

32. 1403 FOURTEENTH Air Force search planes contacted one CV, one BBI
two cruisers and two DD in Latitude 18 0 -41'N, Longitude ll2 6 -10'E.

33. 1426 CTF 79 (landing craft) formed special approach disposition re-
ducing the ia-nt to allow entry into Leyte Gulf. Arrived vici-
nity Point FIN at 2200.

34. 1907 CTF 17 ordered the GABILAN detached from the BESUGO wolfpack in
Bungo Suido and directed her to guav'd the approaches to Kii Suido.

35. 2200 CTF 78 formed special approach disposition reducing the front
to allow entry into Leyte Gulf. Arrived vicinity Point FIN at
2305.

36. 2229 COMTHIRDFLT cancelled all exisLing orders ior his task group
to retire to Ulithi and Manus and cancelled the shifting of
his battleships and carriers.

37. During Japanese Army planes attacked shipping at Tacloban. Claimed
the damage to three BB and three t~ansports. (Twenty-five
day planes)

38. During Six Japanese submarines (I's 38, 41, 414, 46, 53 and R0 43)
the departed Bungo Suido for the objective area off eastern
day Philippines.

39. During Japanese search planes sighted three cruisers and eighty
the transports in Humboldt Bay.
day

NarE: No positi ons of the Japanese submarineu l's 26, 45, 54, 56, other
Lhan the 0000 position here shown, are available. The arrow
indicates the course of these submarines at this time.
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Submarines generally remained sub 'erged during
daylight1 Trhe movements depicted on this diagram
therefore, were usually made on the surface at night.
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